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Advertifement to the Reader* 



X HESE Letters contain a period of twelve yeafs : 
and it is neceflaiy to fay, diat thefe are not the 
whole of what patted between the different parties 
during that time, but that thole leaft interefting 
have i)een fupprefled, which frequently occafions 
chafms of feveral months, but is no interruption 
to the hiftory contained in them* 
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tT'HIS Tranjlahun wat undertaken by fime Ladies, 
■^ wha through misfartunes, tae eammon at this lime, 
are reduced from eafe mnJ opulence., to the nece^ity of 
applying, to the fufpart of life, thofs aecomplijhmenti 
which were given them in their youth, for the amufi- 
ment and tmbelUJhment af it. 

They art fenfible that the favourable reception af 
the Work, and the ^uick fale of the former Edition, 
are owing mare to the great merit af the Original 
than to the accuracy uf the Tranflatien : In gratitude 
therefore la the Public, and in juflice to the celebrated 
Author, Madame de Genlis, they have endeavoured 
at a thorough revifal of it^ and, they hope that, by tie 
obliging criticifnu of fame of their friends, and by ihf 
experience they have gained in praltice, they hoyg 
made it more worthy of her, and of the Reader^ , jgr 



NAMES of the principal PERSONS. 

BARON and Baronefs d^Almaney Father and Mo- 
ther to Adelaide and Theodore. 

Adelaide and Theodore ^ Daughter and Son to the 
Baron and Baronefs d'Almane. 

Mifs Bridget^ Englifh Governefs to Adelaide. 

Monfieur Dainvilley Tutor to Theodore, 

Vifcount and Vifcountefs de Limours. 

Madame de Falcy^ their eldeft Daughter.* 

ConflantW'i their youngeft Daughter. 

Madame d^Oflalis^ Niece to Madame d'Almai^e. 

The Bgron d^O/laiisy her Hfufband. 

Madame de Valmont, 

Monfieur de Valmont^ her Hufband. 

■C6^ir/« Chevalier de Valmont^ her Son. 

Monfieur ^Aimeri^ her Father. 

Cecilia^ his Daughter, a Nun. 

Chevalier de MurvtUe^ her Lover, 

Fiora^ afterwards Madame d'Oley^ another Daugh- 
ter of M. d'Almeri. 

Count dc Rofevi /Uy Brother to Madame deLimours. 

Monfieur and Madame de Lagaraye, 

St, Andre^ an unfortunate Perfon relieved and pro- 
te<Sed by them. 

Porphyry^ Pupil of Monfieur de Lagaraye. 

Chevalier de Herbain. 
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LETTER I- 

From the Baron ff jflmane to the Fifcom 

Lfimours* 

. Feb. »/ Three o'CIock in the Mora 

Jl5y the time <^^u receive this letter, my 
Vifcount, I (hall Be twenty * leagues from 1 
I am fetting qIF immediately with my wife ani 
children for an abfence of four years. I 
neither been able to give^ you an account c 
plan, nor to bid you adieu i and fearing tb 
monftrances and folicitations of your frien< 
I have carefully concealed from you my i 
tions. The ftep I now take, after long an 
liberate refledtion, is only the refult of that 

* It U fcarce nece(&ry to obferve that a French league 
three Engliih inikt, 
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tend«mefs, iM^ich you well know I feel 
children. It is from them I expeft th 
happinefs of my life, and I mean to dedi( 
feif entirely to their education. I fhall 
appear to the world to make a great anc 
facrifice : I (hall alfo be accufed of (ii 
and caprice, whilft I am only confiftent. 
in this letter lay open to you^all my ideas ; 
too numerous and extenfive/ When I i 

B ^ I fhall write you all the particulars 

you have a right to cxpeft from my confid< 
friendOiip. Be aflured, my dear Vifcount 
fhall not lofe fight of the delightful projeft 
formed, and which ought to draw fl^ill c 
bonds which unite us. In removing mj 
his infancy, from the examples of vice ; in 
ing his governor and his friend, am I not 
for you as well as for myfelf ? Since it i 
alone can render him worthy the happinefs 
fign for him. Farewell, my dear Vifcou 
me hear from you^ be not too hafly in juds 
and above all, do not condemn me, ber 
know all the motives which may have in 
my conduft. My wife is wntl^g^b your 
letter : but knowing fo well the Vifcount 
fears her vivacity, and entreats you to^nod 
cffefts as much as pofTible. We are only ii 
her firft letter, as. we are furc time and n 
will not fail to juflify u6. 
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L E T T E R II. 

Tl)e Baronefs d* Almane to the PTfcounfefs de 

LtTTMursi 

Feb. 2i 

W E arrived at B— — — , my dear friend, all in 
good health. My boy and girl, although, but fix 
and (even years old, bore their journey perfecHy 
well ', at that age children fleep as eafy in the 
carriage^ as in their beds, and are infinitely lefs 
fatigued than I was myfelF. This place is charm- 
ing, though I am not yet acquainted with its par^ 
tkular beauties; yet. the delightful views which 
may be fcen from the caftle, are fufficient to give 
me an idea of them. Every thing here is plain ; 
I have left pomp and inagmficence behind me at 
Paris, in that large and difagreeable houfe in whic^ 
we lived, and which was always fo difpleafing 
to me ; and I at l|||fi^h«Jind myfelf lodged accord- 
ing to my tafte and my wiflies. My little yfde- 
latde too is charmed ^yith this country, and our 
habitation ; flie fays (he likes inftruftive piilured 
much better than damalk hangings, and that 
** -the Sun of Languedoc is brighter than that of 
" Parts.** As I conclude my dear friend is at this 
time a little difpleafed with me, I (hall referve 
my more particular accounts and defcriptions for 
the hapj;^ moment of reconciliation." When you 
have read my heart, I dare believe, far from con- 
demning me,, you will approve every ftep I have 
takenr. Confidcr, though you may be permitt^a 
to be put of humour with your friend, when in 

A3 ^^iR, 
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the Ppsee of five minutes (he can afk your pardon, 
you have no longer that privilege when (he is at 
the dt(l:ancc of two hundred leagues. Befidcs, 
what crime have I been guilty of more than the 
concealing a fecret from you, which was not my 
own to divulge ? Monf. tT Almane pofitively for- 
fcade my trufting you with it. But do you not re- 
member the laft time we fupped together ? In truth, 
you might have guefled from my melancholy, from 
Ttiy tendernefs, what it was impolBble to acquaint 
you with ? Adieu, my dear friend ! I (hall expeA 
your anfwer with the utmoft impatience, for 1 cannot 
DC bappy, whilft I think you are difpleafed with mc. 

I embrace Flora, and the fweet little Conllantia 
with all my heart ; and I entreat the former fomc- 
bmes to talk to you about the beft friend you have 

the world. 
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Thi QuiiUfs d" Oflalis to tht Barantfs <f Jlman. 

V/N the very day of your departure, my ' 
aunt, I went as you defired to Madame de Llm 
In the morning (he was denied to ine ; but '< 
evening (he gave me admittance. I found 
little out of humour, but more grieved, SI 
on feeing me, and then gave a loofe to con 
againft you ; and treated me with a coolm 
^pufe of which I eafily pcneu^ted, and w' 
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nothing more than, an impulfe of jealoufy, oc* 
cafioned by the idea of my having been entrufted 
with the fepret, which you had fo carefully con- 
cealed from her, I could have faid to her, 
How, my dear Madam, was it poffiWe that my 
aunt, my benefeftrefs, my mother, that flie, to 
^ whom I owe my education, my cftablilhment, 
** almoft my exiftence, could have any referve 
** with her child, or could fear from me, either 
" the objeftions or the oppofitions {he dreaded 
" from you ?*' But I happily recalled to my 
mind one of your maxims, which forbids our 
making ufe of reafon to oppofe ill humour, and 
I remained filent. I dined yederday at her houfe, 
and found her nearly in the fame temper. She 
had many people with her ; and I perceived that 
feveral of her vifitors endeavoured to irritate her 
againft you, my dear aunt, by repeating with ill 
nature, how, •* -incredible and inconceivable \t was,. 
** that you fhould not have imparted your fecret 
*» to her :'* this has given fuch a wound to her 
pride, that this moment you muft not expert 
your letters will have that jefFeft on her which 

iiaa hoped for. But her heart is fo good, fhe 
oves you fo tenderly, and has fo much franknefs 
and vivacity in her difpofition, that it is impof* 
fible fhe ihould long retain thefe difagreeable im«- 
pieffions. ft 

Monf. d'0/lalis does riot go to the regiment 
till the firft of June ; and I (hall fct out the 
fame day for Languedoc. How happy, my dear 
aunt, ihall I be to find myfelf in your arms, after 
«n abfence of upwards of four months I To fee 
my unclfe again, the amia^k Theodore^ and the 
charming little Adelaide ! And, ah, how cruel 

wiU 
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ill It be to be fcparated zgain from the(e obje£ls 
fo dear to my heart ! Adieu, my dear aunt ; do 
not forget your eldeft, your adopted child, who every 
moment of her life thinks of you, and loves yoti 
as much as £he admires and rcfpefls you. 

My little twins are pcrfedily well ; they begin to 
pronounce fome words both of French and Englifli ; 
and they already aiFord me the greateft pleafure. 
which I am able to enjoy in your abfence. 
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I- E T T E R IV. 

The rifcmr.ff! di Liiii-iursy to the Baroiitfs d' Almavc 

OU fay one mull not be out of hnmour w 
a friend, when flie is two hundred leagues ■ 
But is it alfo neceHary to pardon her, if file fai 
all the duties of friendlhip ? If you know 
maxim which enforces this doiflrinc, you wJ 
well to quote it, for that alone can fupport 
aigument. You fay I pout; no! I do not ^e, 
I am wounded and vexed [tf^e very bottom 
foul ! You have no 'nearer relation, nti4 
Madame <f Ojlaiis, for 1 am your firfl coup 
(he is only your niece intbothoufandthdcgrc 
liad not a more tender friend, nor one ' 
known you longer ; and yet in the only oc 
^^L.ijie, when yo^ could have given 
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ftrongeft proof of your confidence, you treat me 
as a ftranger ! furely this is enough ta make me 
angry '. It was not entirely your aivnfecret^ it was 
another'! ! You leave me for four years ! My 
God, what a flave you are become ! '* Monf. 
" iT Almane prevented you from telling it ;" in 
Other words, " he forbade you." You arc to be 
fure a moft fubmiffive wife, and he is a moft im- 
perious tyrant. Now indeed I can. hear Monf. de 
Limours' fecrets without even being tempted ta 
difclofe them to you : But whilft I was perfuaded 
you loved me, I fliould have betrayed alt- the 
hufbands in ihc world for you : you have convinced 
me I was wrong, and I will corret^ myfelf. You 
pretend to fay I might ha-ve divined what you dared 
not tell me, becaufe you were melancholy at fupper ; 
now as 1 never faw you remarkably gay, and as 
your avocations often made you fei ious, I confefs 1 
was not ftruclc with this pretended fadnefs ; befidcs, 
as it was only on the eve of your departure, fup- 
pofmg I had difcovered this projcift, which had 
been for two years in agitation, I fliould not have 
been more fatisfied with you. I know you fet 
but little value on the opijiion of the world, when 
your honour is not concerned ; and it is happy 
for you that Lt is fo in this particular inftance:, 
for at prefent you are iiniverf;illy blamed. It is 
thought ftrange you fliould go and educate your 
children in the fartheft part of Languedoc, when 
you had a delightful cflate only fix leagues from 
Paris, where you might have lived retired without 
abandoning your friends, and without being de- 
prived of the afliftance of thofcTiiafters which you 
will not find where you now are : fomc people 
, fey you have fixed on this plan from motives of 
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vanity, that you miy appear to make a greater facri- 
fice : others, and the greafer part, fay that you are , 
ruined ; and that the derangement of your affairs is 
the fole caufe of your quitting Paris. There are 
many other conje^ures circulated, but they are (6 
abfurd they are not worth relating. What reply 
can I make to all thefe opinions ■? Only that ihe 
Sun it brighter in Lariguedoc than it is in Parisy 
end its environs. This is the only reafon you have 
^et given mc ; doubilcfs, you have many others, 
tiierefore I intreat you will acquaint me with them : It 
will be cruel for me to be always filent, when I hear 
you accufed of caprice and inconfiflency. Adieu ! 
■ " It is not an adieu for a few hours, it is 

for four years, perhaps for ever ! What a pScafant 
thought this is. How does one melancholy idea 
{often the heart ! My eyes are filled with tears ! 
I am now fcarcely angry with you, but I atB_ 
affiided, I am melancholy to the greateft degreCil] 
Write to me, write to me immediately, and bl 
very particular in your accounts. You fee the cib 
tent of my refentment ; you fee my weaknefs G 
After this confeflion, I may go farther, and own ( 
Ihall ever love you, and that it is impollible for dMi 
(olive without telling you fo, and without knowing J 
that you are perfectly convinced yf it 
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LETTER V. 



Tht Burentfs d' Almane to the J^ijcaunlefi de Limouru 

■TlOW much do I owe to that rmlamhobf idta^ 
which has procured me four fuch tender and fwect 
lines ! Although you have at prcfent forgiven me,- 
" with fo much kindnefs and generofity, I am ftill ap- 
prehenfive we may have more difputes ; but however, 
attend to all that -may ferve to juflify me. I never 
was fond of the buftle and ainufcments of the gay 
world i you know with what ardour and anxiety I 
wifhed for children, and how much of my time has ^^^ 
L been employed during my whole life, in an atten- ( 
' tion to whatever concerns education. Married aC 

Seventeen years of age,, and not having been a | 
\ mother till I was twenty-one, I was apprebenfi^c 
I Ihould never enjoy that happinefs for which I had 
fo ardently wilhcd ; and to make myfi-lf as much 
amends as I poffibly could for this d ifap point men t, 
I adopted Madame d" Oj^al'u ; (he was at that time 
ten years old, and was of an excellent difpofition : 
I educated her with all the care of whic^ 1 was 
then capable i and every body -was pleafed with the 
method Ipurfued. Myfchdarattifteen, was thcmoft 
diftinguiihed young perfon of herage,tbr her talents, 
her knowledge, and difpofitiop. ; I jlonc was fenfi- 
ble by the experience I had acquired, thai I could 
do much better in future. J. J. RmJJeau fayg, 
*' Moft people chulc Governors for tbcir children 
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« who have been accuftoined lo that employment* 
" But this is too much to cxpeC> ; the Une man 
« can never compleat more than the education 
" of one." Experience has proved [o me that 
Reuffiau oppofes an opinion well founded : the 
deepeft ftody of the human heart, with every other 
talent united, cannot atone for the want of one 
accomplrfljment, which may appear a frivolous one ; 
but which is abfolutely neceflary in a Preceptor ; I 
mean rhat of having Inng ftudied Children, and 
known them perfedly ; and this knowledge cannot 
be acquired but by long praiftice. It was with great 
concern I made this difcovery, yet it increafed the 
extreme defire I always had for chiUren ; certain, 
that I was capable of being greaijy ufefut to them, 
I cannot exprela what I felt at being difappointed of 
fucli happinefs. Heaven at length heard my prayer ■ 
the birth of T^wi^T^fT, and thatof //Aiii/Vira twelvt 
month after, made me the happiell ci 
the world. I had alceaJy begun fome Works c 
Education; I laboured at 'it again with fu j 
earnednefs, that it affe£led my health ; I t 
found I couKi not follow my plan in the exie 
wiflied, without breaking fhofe bonds of Ibcf 
which cuflom fubjefls u5 : in fliort, 1 faw i 
uecdTary either to retire from the world, 
nounce for ever the projeits I had forme' 
which were fo dear to my heart, Moof. it 
was entirely of my opinion, we communic 
fentiments to each other, and he declarct 
determined to leave Paris, as foon as Thea 
reached his fcventh year. The diffici 
what retreat to fix upon ? We were ■' 
infpiring our children with a tafte for ht 
fures, and of removing them far from 
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an(^. magnificence of the metropolis. Could we 
flier'efore have been contented to go to a villa we 
had at only fix leagues from Paris, would it have 
been poflible to prevent our acquaintance from 
following us thither? Would not Adelaide and 
Thcddore have heard every day of Operas, Come- 
dies, ttff. ; and how could we have prevented their 
regretting amufements, which they would have 
heard meniloncd with fo much pleafure ? The 
refult of thefe refleftions, and many others, deter- 
mined us to prefer an eftate of Monf. d' J/niane's, 
in the province of Languedoc ; where we (hould 
meet with freedom and retirement. From that 
moment Monfieur d' Almant began to arrange evei7 
thing at the caftie there according this plan. If 
3'ou wifti to know in what manner we have fitrnifh- 
cd our apartments, I will give you an cxaft dcfcrip- 



lion of it in my next letter. And now, my dear 

friend, 1 muft intreat.you for one moment to put 
yourlelf in my place ; do not judge mc by yourfelf, 
formed as you are forfociety, and to give and receive 
pteafure iJi the high flyle of life which you have 
been ufed to ; but reprefent me in the way you have 
always found me, fond of ftuly and attention to my 
domeftic duties, unable to bear reftraiiit, where no 
rational aim was in view ; and indifferent to the lad 
degree to thofe trifling matters, which employ fo 
many people in the world ; I find myfelf intereftcd 
in things only which are ufeful ; not conceiving it 
poflible to have any defire to plcafe thofe we do not 
love, and detefting great enteifainmcnts, drefs, and 
cards ; in ftiort, expeflirg and looking for hap- 
pinefs only in my children, have I not follci-.vcd the 
courfe rooft fuitable to my dirpofition ? And can 
yoaafter "ftis accufe mc of " eapritt ? It is v 
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true, as you obferve, my children can have no 
inaders in Langucdoc ; but Monf. i' Almane and I 
fhall be able to fupply their places, at leaA during 
thciri,ifaney; bclides, I have with mc two perfons 
well qualified to inftruift childreji, who will remain 
here till their education is compleated. When 
four years are elapfed, 1 mean to fpend all my winters 
at Paris, and then I fliall procure all the maflers 
we (hail think neceflary to finifii their improve- 
ments. Nowconfefs, my dear friend ; had I com- 
municated this fcheme to you two years ago, would 
you have thought yourfelf much obliged to me for 
informing you of a matter already determined on ? 
No perfons love to have fecrets intruded to them, 
but when you communicate them by way of aflting 
advice. Our refolution was not to be (haken ; 
fo that in trufting the fecret to you, we Ihould 
have only expofed outfelves to oppofitions and to 
arguments which could only have vexed boih 
parties, and perhaps have produced a mutual cool- 
nefs. Here, my dear friend, is a part of my jufti- 
fication ; when you know the plan of education 
we have formed, you will be more convinced how 
indifpenfably neceffary it was for us to be at a 
diftance from Paris. Let the world cenfure me as 
it pleafes, the teftimony of my own confcience 
will eaiily confole me for its injuflice, provided I 
can but obtain the approbation of my friend. 
They who make a facrifice of their pleafures to 
their duty, may be fure the public will turn to 
ridicule aiiitions which are influenced by fuch lauda- 
ble motives; and will find out imaginary caufes to 
take away all their merit. This unjuft way of 
judging is not always the cfFeft of envy, but frc- 
^ently takes place without any ill intention ; 
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truth, the vulgar, that is, the greater part of man- 
kind, cannot give credic to what feems to them 
impoflible, in which cafe their incredulity it more 
flattering than their approbation. In Diort, my 
dear friend, if you approve my conduiS, and will 
always love mc, I fhall be facisfied, and perfe^ly 
happy. 
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The VtfcBKnUfi dt Lijmurs u the Baronifs. 



L 

you are always in the right, and I am obliged to 
confefs myfeU in the wrong; and I perceive this 
will ever be the cafe between us. Yes, my dear 
friend, you are ftill right, when the motives of your 
Condu3 are explained, and however I may find fault 
with you on thefirJl appearance, in which Iconftanlly 
fee irregularity, your plans are always juftified in 
the end : this is at preJeni as much as 1 can allow 
you. But 1 cannot anfwer for its being my laft 
word upon this fubjefl ; you have atted in every 
refpeift according to your djfpotition and fenti- 
menis : and though your fcheme fliould not befo 
good as I fuppofe it is, yet, at leaft you are con- 
iiflent, 3 merit very rare at prefeiit> and therefoie 
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if is impoflible for me to difapprove your conduit 
any longer. Nothing can be more like than the 
piaureyoudrawof yourrelfi at each word I read, f 
cried out, " hsiv true that is .'" And I then faid 
to myfelf, but how can I love a perfon fo tenderly, 
who bears fo little refemblance to myfelf ! You, 
whohave fo much knowledge, muft explain this to 
me. Friendfliip, perhaps, has its caprices as well 
as love. All you have told me concerning the 
education of Madame d'0/}alis, has flruck me in 
the moft lively manner; I finccjely think, there 
can be no mother who would not be proud of fuch 
a daughter ; yet from your fentiments I apprehend, 
if jftielaide has as good a difpofnion, (he will in- 
finitely furpaCs her. This, however^ is a melan- 
choly confideration for eldeft daughters, fince it is 
the youngeft only who can be completely educuted : 
how then is this inconvenience to be remedied ? 
There muil be fome method, and you ought to 
employ yourfelf in findizig it outi think about it, I 
entreat you. I am this day thirty-one yeais old; I 
have a daughter in her fifteenth yL-ar; it is time I 
fliould renounce fome of the follies of the world, 
which I have hitherto being engaged in; anJ, per- 
haps, it may be even now too iate for me to repair 
the faults I have committed in f/ora's education* 
Her fifter, -you knovr,"is only five years old; in- 
form me of the plan you have laid out fur J^tle/aije, 
and I will pnifue It with as much fteadinefs as I 
poflibiy can in my fituaiion. 1 have the greateil 
defire to render her worthy of being one day ynur 
daughter-in-law. !nftru£i me, guide me, my dear 
friend ! How delighcFul will it be for mc to he 
indebted to you for new virtues, and confequently 
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for new fources of happineis ! You have known 

me very gay and dilTipated ; but indeed my faulis 

are more to be attributed to the neglefied educaiion 

I received, than to my natural difporition. When 

I firft entered into the world, having juft left the 

convent, one finglc idea had pofleffion of my mind, 

'hich was that of making myfelf amends for a long 

id painful fiavery, by entering into all the pleafures 

id amufements of life. All the iiil(:rui5tions I 

leived at that time were how to drefs myfelf 

to advantage, and to dance well; 1 never miffed 

an aflembly ; and the confequence was, that towards 

the end of the winter, I had an inflammation in 

my lungs, which I thought would have been fatal 

ito me, and [ was in debt to my milliner ^nd manlua- 

Itioier, fifteen thoufand livres 1 * You fee how 

traftable Iwas,and how Arii^ly I followed the advice 

'iven me. Neverthelefs, I can aiTure you with the 

rcateA truth, that diiEpation never charmed me 

'idea, and I always returned from thofe noliy 

. «hd tumultuous fcenes, with a wearinefs and difguft, 

^iffhich ought to have convinced me, that they were 

'P9t defigned for me, at leaft, not in the degree I 

"lad imagined. Yet I fiiffered myfelf to be led to 

lem again by cuftom and complaifance ; and thus 

It is I have paffed my life ; giving myfelf up to the 

j^eafures of the world without loving them, and 

"lommitting foDies which my refteflion condeilined. 

And what is the confequence of all this ? I enjoy 

agreeable recoUciflion i my health is iui- 

paired ; and now, when it is too late, I regret the 

* About b^i Gaiaeu — a dimea and a Louis d'or are neu-Iy 
equal ; led a LouU It uortl) 34 Livret ; To ihac dividing the 
numlier of LivrcE bj 14, jau have the funi in Louu d'ors w 
Gniacas. 

time 
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time part. My vivacityismuchtaJkedof ; Imyfcif 
do not think it is natural to mc ; thougHIzm 
praifcd for the appearance of it, you, who fecm fo 
(erious in your manner, are in reality much more 
chearfu] than I am. I never faw you entertain 
g/acmy ideas, you know not what they mean ; but as 
to myfelf, I am pcrfecuted with them — I am fomc- 
times I'eized on a fudden with the mod melancholy 
thoughts, and they prefent ihemfelves to my ima- 
gination at the moft rcafonable times, and even 
when I have been in the gayeft humour : forinftancc, 
I find myfelf at this moment fo fad and fo pecvifh, 
that I will not lengthen my letter. Adieu, my dear 
friend ! fend me the defcriplion of your caftle, and 
all the other accounts you have promifed me. I 
received a letter yeftcrday from my brother } he 
appears charmed with his young Prince, and every 
^y congratulates himfelf on having undertaken his 
education. There is certainly much honour to be 
acquired, in well educating a Prince born to fove- 
reignty. But it will coft my broiher dear ; for is 
it not a cruel facrificc to binifli himfelf from his own 
country for twelve years ? He defires me to te' 
-you, that the plan you have formed adds ftill mo 
"to the high efteem and attachment with which y 
have always infpired him, and that he will him 
-write to the Baron, to e^tprefs to him the admi 
^^1 tion he has conceived for you both. You n 
IV «rlainly fet an excellent example, but fuch aj-f 
^B .always the molt ufeful i for if ii be difficult to 
^H fraiUng you, it is ftill more difficult to imiute 
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LETTER VU. 

Tht Baronefs to the VifisunUjs. 



I OU afk me fo many queilions, it is impofBbtie 
one letter Ihould contain all you defire to know; 
but fince you are fond of particulars, be aHured I 
Ihall not be fparing of them, aS nothing can give 
me more pleaiufe than to Inform you of all myem- 
ploymentj, and to receive from you an account of 
whatever interefts you. Is it then fo neceflary for 
us to fee each other, in order to give and receive 
proofs of our mutual regard? Friendfliip, that 
pure and difintercfted fentiment, is nourifhed and 
ftrengthened by abfence. Abfence alfo ferves to 
prove to us the conftancy and fincerity of the at- 
tachment. The pleaTure of vfriting to each othet, 
(he delightful intercou«fe between two hearts united 
by efteem and confidence is perhaps one of its 
greated delights j and in this cafe there does not 
exifl that cold conformity of fendment which yoiu 
meet with amongft perfons who are drawn together 
by mere chance, without any other ties; and you 
are not attached but by choice and inclination : this 
mtimate correfpondence of thought is an enjoyment 
as new as it is interefting. Befides, one finds in 
abfence many other advantages : all defe<Sls in the 
temper and difpofition difappear; you on!y fee in 
your friend's letter, her tendernefs, her underfland- 
lOg, and her amiable <]ualtties ; no difputes can arif^ 
no oppofition can occaTion a coolnefs ! but it is not 
an account of my fentiments you aflc for, it is mjF 
plaa 
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plan of education. It will nht be in one letter 
nor in a corrcfpondeiice of three months, that I 
can explain >X to you io its utmoft extent; for it 
is only by giving you examples, that it will be 
polSble for me to communicate to you my ideas, 
and nothing but the hiilory of Adelai/U, can fuf- 
ficiently inform you of my fyftem and opinions. 
You muft therefore conlider, my dear friend, 
whether you will have courage to fupport the 
fatigue of thofe minute recitals, which will only 
defcribe to you thcjQions of a child of fix years 
of age J her employments, faults, and improve- 
jTients, the qucftiom Ihe puts to us, and our an- 
fwers. I fliould firft acquaint you with the per- 
fons we brought here to aflift us, and I begin with 
Mifs Bridget-, with whom you are already ac- 
quainted, and on whofe account you and many 
others, ridiculed my idea of fending to England 
for a perfon to teach Jdelaide the language of that 
country, when fhe was only fix months old. I 
have not forgot your raillery upon that fubjed, 
and the Itupidity you attributed to my plan of 
giving a governefs to a baby in fwaddling clothes. 
And though I told you that manner of teaching 
'children the living languages, was univerfaUy efta- 
bliflied all over Europe, except in France, nothin, 
could flop the unmerciful career of your wit. I 
is very true I ought not to reproach you with il 
as you have certainly made me ample amends by tl 
furprizc and admiration you exprefled at the fi 
Englith words fpoken by Theodore and Adtia 
who at this time, to your great adonifhme 
fpeak Engliih as well as they fpeak French, J/ 
Bridgit will remain with us till their educatic 
. pe[f«^?d } and though you could not bear to ft 
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with her long waift, and her ftiff ftays, to which 
(he has ufed herfelf thefe five and forty years, yet 
Ihe will be very ufeful to me, for (he has great good 
(enfe, an eftablifhed charaAer, and a peifeA know- 
ledge of Englifh literature. A young man named 
DainviUe^ fome of whofe little pidures I believe 
you have feen, is alfo with us ; he is by birth aa 
Italian, paints delightful, and you would find him 
more agreeable than Mifs Bridget^ for he has 
cheerfulnefs, wit, and genius^ With regard to 
our fervants, (as the number we had at Paris would 
be very troublefbme here) we have only retained 
thofe on whom we could depend. You are quite 
right in fuppofing Mademoifelle Blondtn would 
follow me, but Lucile was too fine a Lady to think 
of it; therefore 1 have taken in her place a young 
woman who underflands embroidery, and all other 
works of ingenuity ; for I would have Adelaide in- 
ftni£ted in all thefe feminine amufements, and 
not defpife them becaufe ihe has been taught other 
branches of knowledge. At Paris you know M i($ 
Bridget ufed to dine in her own chamber; but as 
we live here quite in a family way, (he and Dain» . 
ville both eat with us : and as you know her pride^ 
you may eafily euefs how much on this account (he 
prefers Languedoc to Paris. She is alfo continually 
praifing the pleafures of a country life, and the 
happinefe which is to be found in folitude. And 
now, my dear friend, that I have given you an 
account of our houMiold, I will proceed to inform 
you of my daily employment: I rife at fcvcn 
o'clock ; from Aat hour till nine, my time is taken 
up with my toilet, break&ft, and other family af- 
fairs : I go then to chapel, and if there is time 
afterwards, walk till eleven : I then take Adelaide 
Vol. I. * B int« 
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into my apartment, where I make her read to me, 
and repeat fomc little flones made on purpofe for 
her to get by heart : and we talk together till twelve, 
when we all aflemble at dinner. As foon as dinner 
is over, we either walk in the garden for an hour> 
or amufe ourfclves in the faloon, with maps, draw- 
ings, mulic, or converfation. At two we rcmm 
to our refpeftive apartments, Adtlaide always with 
me, whom Ibe never quits but to take a walk for 
exercife, I write till four, without interruption, 
whilft Jdelaide amufes herfeif with running and 
playing about the room. At five, Dainvillt brings 
^hesdore to take a leflon of drawing with his filter, 
for an hour, during which I continue my writing. 
When they have aniftied, they bring me what they ' 
have done, which I blame or approve according to 
its merit. Theodore then returns to his father, and 
I, again employ myfelf with Melaidt^ either teach- 
ing her arithmetic with counters, or talking on 
different ftibjeds till feven o'clock ; I afterwards 
jpiay on the harp or harpfidterd till half pail eight, 
>*hen we go to fupper. At nine the children go to 
ied, and wc ftay and convctfc about them for an 
llpur longer. I then go to my chamber, and read 
ibr another hour, when I retire to my bed, perfetftly 
•^tisfied with the manner in which I have been em- 
ployed, and can fay to myfelf here is a day gone, 
/tut it is not loft; I go to fleep thinking of my 
—whildrenj I fee them in my dreams, and 1 awake 
• again with the defire of continuing thefe pleafing 
'"cares. In my next I will give you ihe reft of the 
particulars you have defired, but if is lime Co end 
this letter. I will now talk to you about your 
laughters ; are you better ladsded with Fkral' if 
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my fvi^et little Conjlantia as gentle, and as fenfible 
as ever ? Ah ! improve that amiable difpofition of 
ftcifs"; you have underftanding enough and you love 
her with fufficient tendernefs, to make it very eafy 
to you to educate her as perfedly as I wifli, if it 
be true, as I make no doubt it is, that you have 
Tefolvcd to ftay more at home. Go feldomer to 
public places, give up balls and operas, keep early 
hours, and you will be one of the beft, as well as 
the tenderefl of mothers ! 



LETTER VIII, 
The Anfwerfrom the FijcounUfs. 

J.T 18 vejy eafy for you to fay, go m more UpttbRc 
places^ renounce ballsy Iperas^ &c : but what am I 
to put in their places ? I no longer delight inthem, 
yet how other mfe can I fill up my time? Fbra is 
fourteen ; (he knows nothing, (he has no tafte for 
uny accompli(hmeiU: but dancing, and this misfor- 
tune is now without remedy; her (ifter is only four 
years old, confequently uie cannot take up the 
whole day. One is too old for my cares to be of 
any ufe to her^ tfag other too young to want them 
at prefent: what tnon muft I do with a;Il the time 
you would give me ? I fee your indignation at this 
di(huice: I fifear you lay, " Why not read and 
*« refled, and wait till you can aft ?" All this is 
mighty well but reading hurts my eyes, and reflect- 
tioa is deaA|to mes befides, you have read and 
^' B a refleaed 
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reflected enough for us both) and I Oiall implicitlf 
rely on you ; you fhall diiSatc what I muft fay and 
do, and 1 will puni^tually exccure it. Only do not 
require Audy or meditation of me : I am incapable 
of it: but 1 promife you confidence and docility. 
To be ferious ; I cannot take a better method i I 
diftruft my own underftanding, and depend on 
yours. It is better to take a perfon for our guide 
of approved merit, than to employ one who has 
fcarce ever been tried. 

I wait with impatience for the reft of the parfi- 
culars you have promifed me, being certain that 
diey will be intercfting, and that you will be able 
to draw from them the moft ufeful and inftruAive 
leflbns. I have been too little accuftomed to ftudy 
to make it poffible for you to fix my attention to 
precepts and maxims, I muft have pictures and 
examples of real life. However, I defire you will 
give me a general idea of your principles of Edu- 
cation for giris; teach me the ufeful qualities that 
Jhould be cultivated, and the errors which appear 
to you to be the moft dangerous ; and laftly, the 
" " "■ ■* " lit p 



:r of inftruftion which you think moft pro- 
per ? It is ftrange that I Ihould not be perfe»3]y ac- 
jjuainted with all your fentiments on this fubjefli 
you are wholly employed with your children, yet 
you never talk of them ; befides, I fhould be very 

flad to retrace in your letters, the account which 
may have heard from your converfation, as their 
being put into order, and Che ideas being connefted, 
will nx ihem more indelibly in my mind. 

Yes my dear friend, I am but little fatisfied with 
J^Uroy flie will be more giddy, and more coquetifllt 
Aan ever her mother was. I know not if your 
^ fcholar 
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fcholir will ever equal you ; but as for me, I am 
certain of being furpafled by mine. I jeft upon 
this fubjed, but it is only to divert my melancholy, 
and I amire you I am greatly affeded to perceive 
my daughter has not thofe amiable qualities which 
are neceflary to my happinefs. It is truej when I 
was young, I was as lively, gay, and inconfiderate 
as (he is. But at the fame time I did not want 
dignity, feiifibility, or gqnerofity : Therefore I was 
only guilty of little indifcretions ; and if I fome- 
times gave room for malice to wound my reputa- 
tion, 1 ftill preferved the cfteem of my friends. 
Was I fure that Flora had a good heart, I fhould 
flatter myfelf with being able to correft; her faults ; 
Ibmetimes I have hopes of it, and at others am ab» 
folutely difcouraged. As for my littlfe Conjiantiay 
{he is my fole delight ; jQie is poiTefled of the fweeteft 
temper imaginable,, and there never was a child who 
promifed more. 

And fo the prudifB, the formal^ the learned Mi(s 
Bridgety dines at the fame table with you ; 1 really 
think (he has reafon to be proud! I have often heard 
her (ay I am furprized^ with fuch a vacant, com- 
pofed countenance, that plainly proved it impoffible 
that wonder (hould ever be exprefled by it« But 
now I deiire you to prefept my compliments to her, 
which Tmake no doubt y/mfurfrize her-, but I 
want to be reconciled to her, as I wifh to be re- 
garded by every one who is near to you; 

I cannot end this letter without telling you a 
ftory, which will furnifli you with more than one 
refle<^on. The Chevalier Z>. and the Count de 
C had about a fortnight ago a little difpute at 
cards, which however was no more thought of. 

Thc^ 
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The next ni"ht I Tupped with the mother-in-law of 
Madame d'O/talis, where there was a great deal of 
company; they talked of thisafair: the men were 
L'jianimous m thinicing it of no confequeiice ; but 
the Ladies were aftoniflied they had not fought. 
Among others, Madame de SonangtSi with that 
ffiafculine voice which you know fhc has, cried out, 
H^hat ajirange unheard of thing it is, and that if 
the Chevalier was her brother or her friend, (be 
(Lould certainly tell him her mind upon it. This 
difcourfe was addrcfled to the Vifcount BU-^ac, who 
not daring openly to approve, contented himfelf 
with fmiling, and putting on a mylVerlous counte- 
nance. The company began then to repeat the 
particulars of the llory with aJl the additions they 
liad been able to pick up, in whilpets and exclama- 
tions of tf»wsw'«f/ eftontjhing ! &c. At length it 
was decided that the Chevalier X). muft challenge 
the Count de C. or be for the future deHned a 
coward. The next day he was informed of this 
fentenee, and he confidcrcd it, as it was, a very 
abfurd alFair; but he had no alternative, and w^s 
obliged to challenge the Count. They went to- 
gether to the frontiers of the kingdom; the poor 
^_hevalicr received three woundg, which brought 
him to the point of death i though he is now out of 
danger, and will foon return. This is the effciH 
of the inconfiiierate prattle of three or four fooljfli 
women: they confult their own intereft very little 
when they prefume to cenfure the conduit of the 
men, who can fo eafily revenge thcmfclves on them ; 
for it is eafier to accufe, with an appearance of pro- 
bability, a virtuous woman of an intrigue, than to 
make a brave man pafs for a coward. And indeed 
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we ought not to be furprized at our being fo fre- 
quently flandered by the men, when we treat therti 
with fo little refpcft. Adieu! my dear friend ! We 
have been already feparated two long months. Ybu 
fay very pretty things upon abfence ; but for my 
part I nnd it infupportable when it deprives me of 
you I Send me the defcription of your caftk. 



LETTER IX. 

The Anfvoerfrom the Bannefs d'Almane, 



y 



OUR rcfle£iions on the adventure of the Che- 
valier are very juft: it is not the firft of th^ind 
I h^ve heard ; and as you fey, women, who alloyir 
theaifelves to critici(e the condud): of men, ah^ 
accufe them of playii^ ungenteely at cards, cfr of 
want of courage, well deferve the little «efpe£l: tlie 
men in general fliew them. 

You defire me, my dear friend, to give you a 
general idea of my plan of education : my firli 
principle is to employ all my attention to preferve 
my girl from a fault common to almoft all womeh^ 
and which kads to fo many others, coquetry. You 
fay, my dear friend, that you have been a coquette^ 
it is a character you have no pretenfions to. Th<? 
people with whom you have lived, cuftom, and bad 
examples, might have given you the appearance of 
it: but you were only fo. by fits, or caprice, nofc 
from real character, as you have ialways preferved 
your integrity and innocence of heart. This.qdi- 
ous vice Qontrai^ thje mind,, cenders. it fufceptibT^ 
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of the rr.ofl ridic»Ioiis vexiitions; it cxtingiiifties 
fcnfibilitj', and leads us into the moil frightful er- 
rors. A coquette has neither principles nor virtue'; 
ihe lakes a cruil delight in infpiring fentiments (he 
is determined to take no part in; to give pain to, 
and prevent the fortunate union of two tender and 
gentle lovers, is the leall bad effeS of her guilty 
hoMcks; (he is by turns delivered up to malice, 
and to the meaneft jealoufy ; (he would fubjeft 
every one to her humour, and would facrifice to 
tiiat defire, without remorfc, both decency and 
virtue. This factitious paiTion, produced Lyacon- 
traftion of the heart, and a Ijcentioulnefs trf the 
imaginafton, when carried to excefs, has no curb 
that will cbecic it. By an artful dexterity, you 
may alu-aj's lead a coquette beyond the bounds (He 
had ^e(cribed hetfelf; you have only to pi^jue and 
mortify her pride, and b« fa(hionable, and you will 
conquer. Butit is a contemptible viiSlory, and is 
not worth the trouble it cofts. There are fomc 
' vices for ^ich we muft be infpired with a detefta- 
tion ; there are others which we muft only turn into 
ridicule: this is the fureft method of prcferving 
people from thoft errors which the corruptions and 
cuftom of the age have made fo common : coquetry 
is of this numir-er. Convince your fcholar that the 
world only amufes itfcif with coquettes, that it 
defpifes them all the time it is Battering them, and 



oint is gained. Do no: fufter her to be daz- 



zled with the apparent fuccefs of the character, and 
ihe will eafily be made fenfible how odious it is : 
above all, prevent her from thinking that beauty 
is ihe greatcft charm ; but take care not to ircul- 
cate this truth by maxim? which will weary her 
without convincijig: never praife any qualities 
with 
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nth warmth or earneftners before her, but ihofe of 
Be mind and uiiderftandingj and Ihe will be good 
rough fyftem and inclination. The education of 
ind women agtee in this particular j that it is 
^ential to both todireft their vanity towards things 
f confequence, but it differs inalinoft every other 
xfpe&. Wc muft be very careful not to inflame 
^e minds of women, or raife them above them- 
i they arc born for an uniform and dependent 
tuation, and ought to poflcfs mildnefs, fenllbility. 
Hid a juft way of reafoning, and Ihould have re- 
Hirces againft idlenefs, with great moderation in 
Beir inclinations, and no paffions. Genius is for 
uem an ufelefs and a dangerous gift ; it lifts them 
ait of their proper fphere, or fervcs to difyufl them 
gkilh iti love leads therw aftray; ambition teaches 
n to intriguei a talle for learning makA them 
lipp ear lingular, and takes them from the llmplicity 
f domeftic cmploymcntf, and from that fociety of 
which they are fo great &n ornamejit. Formed for 
" e management of houfehold matters,* and for the 
lucaiion of their children, dependent on a huf- 
, who by turns requires their fubmiffion and 
neir couniel, it is necelTary they Ihould. have me~ 
TDod, prudence, patience, a juft way of thinking, 
lod a general knowledge of things, fa [hat they 
pliay be able to converfe with propriety (Mjalffub- 
fefls, and poffcfs all thofe talents which render them 
[eafing i iJiat they may have a tafte for reading and 
legion, without displaying their knowledge, and 
_fliat they may feel the palRon of love witliout giv- 
ing themfelves up to the eriihufiafm of it. 

Rouleau fays, one Ihould not correct that dif- 
pofilion to artifice, fo natural to women, bccaufc 
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they ftand in need of it in order to captivate (he 
man upon whomthey depend, Wc might fay the 
fame of many other faiths ; for inftance, of diifi- 
mulation, fo odious in itfeif, and yet fomciimes fo 
neceflary ! Even ftJfeood has fomctimes its ufe ; 
but in one inflancc where ihefe vices aie of any 
advantage, how much more frequently arc ih^ 
t jfaejudicial ! There is nothing to be depended on 
I Tnit a couftant praflicc of virtue : befidcs the vices, 
which are produced by the violence of our paflions, 
are more pardonable than thofe which arc derived 
from confideratiors of fdf-intereft ; and ihefe laft 
too plainly fliew a corruption of heart, and mean- 
nefs of foul, to make them at all eycufable. An 
artful woman may be able to govern a weak and 
narrow- minded hulband, when without that defeA 
flie might have gained his confidence ; but (he will 
never procure the efteem and attachment of a fen- 
fible man. 

You afk me for the defcription of the caftle, I 
fliall be fure in giving it you to expofe myfclf Cu 
your raillery ; but you nji'/l have it, and I muft 
comply. Montaigne fays, " Walking in « confined 
" room does not tire one fo much, although we 
" take three times the number of fteps, as walking 
« in the fields or the road." So our lefibns are 
given as if by chance, without being confined to 
time or place, and as they mfs in all our aftiohs, 
they take efFeft without being perceived, • &c. &c. 
Remember this paflage when you read my account. 
We 

• It maj be generally cibftrrtd that knowledge of chUdfo, 

■ pending meth upon The (cntei. it is iieteffary lo adopt obc 

nfuftiOTB (0 tiicIcDrnHamch^spaflible, and inCulc tbctn. 
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We have taken up our habitation oh the grotiiid- 
floor of the caftle. The entrincfe leads by a vefti- 
bule to an eating parlour, which is lightfed by a 
fky-Bght, arid the walls of which are painted in 
frefco, with Ovid's Metamorphdfes; Ft0p\ this 
roonfi we go into a very fin6 Saloon', of i fqii^e 
form, having the windows to\^afd!5 the gardieri. 
Irhe hangings of this falboii contain pi'<9:ures of fte 
Roman Hiftory, painted in oil colours, and fixed 
in frames. One fide of the room contains fnctfrf- 
lions of the Seven Kings of Rome; then follow 
thofe great men who have made the Republic the 
moft illuftrious ; and every Emper6r aS low dowh 
as Conftantine. The oppofite fide of the rdoih 
contains piQures of the moft celebrated Romart 
Ladies, fuch as Lucretia, iElia, Corneliaj Portia, 
and the Empreffes to the tkne of Confffllhtine. 
The other two fides of the faloon reprefent fome 
chofen paffages of the Roman Hiftory. The 

f;round of thefe hangings is blue, and the medal- 
ions are painted in black and whbte to imitate 
baflb relievo, which produces a pleafing efFeft. 
We have only the profiles of the Emperors arid 
Empreflis, which are moft of them good refem- 
blances, having been taken from the ihedils of 
them which have been preferved to this tinld; 
round each profile is written the name of th6 p6r- 
fon reprefented, and in what year he died*. Ydxt 
will agree that this fort of hanging is rtiore Ihttitic-* 
tive than dama(k ; and I can aifure you it ij^ hun«- 
dred times more aorreeable^ neither does. a coil: 

not by the hearing:, Bnt hf the fight; thi« heinjr rfrt fcnie by 
tihich tiic Aroogcfi impr^oDS and the moft clear atiddiftin^ 
ideas are received-. 

Education of a Prince by Phanterefne^ 2d Part, 
Wefhallfpeak of thi&woik moreparticulari'y.elfewhere, 

fo 
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fo much, and it will laft for ever. • The fpaces 
over the doors are alfo niide to rcprcfenc Tubje^ 
taken from the Roman Hiitory. — On the right and 
left of this faloon are two wings, which form Monf._ 
d' Aimartii apartments and mine. I occupy that 
which is oti the right hand from (he faloon \ you 
Iter a long gallery, which is painted in the fame 
met, to reprefent the Grecian Hiftory. At the 
of this gallery, is my bed-chamber, where in 
manner I have caufed to be painted a part of 
ic Scripture Hiftory. My daughter's chamber 
jcuns to minej it is hung with an Englifb blue 
^per, ornamented with little coloured prints, f 
rtiich contain fubjedts taken from the Hiftory of 
'tance. Th'efe piflures may be taken down at 
■;afure; and I have written on their backs the 
,_ ^ilanation of every thing they contain. I have, 
"beiides thefe, baths andaftudy, one half of which 
contains about four hundred volumes: the other 
is forniihed with cabinets, which contain fome 
minerals ant^ corals, and a pretty collfciion of 
ihells. This ftudy looks towards a little confcr- 
vatory, where I have a number of plants, which 
are clafled in order, having tickets on them, of 
Vrhich I keep the key. Monf- d'Almane'% apart- 
ments are exaiSIy diftributed like mine; fo that I 
fball only mention the paintings^ which reprefent 
the Kings and Queens of France, together with 
all the great men and miniflers, who have in any 

• fHltapenrr, aiwc hive defcribsd it, well drawn, moftly 
■ftertlie imient medilt, toft only 900 livrei— jj juineai ind a 
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^ree contributed to the glory or happinefs of the 
ngdom. They are placed in the fame medallion 
rith the King who reigned in their time, which is 
in ailbciation that does honour to both. Heniythc 
Ifourth appears greater, with Sully at his fide, as 
|be merit of having chofen fuch a Minifter, would 
lone be fufficient to immortalize a Prince. Monf. 
y Almane'i-, and his fon's bed-chamber are fiir- 
Boifhed and ornamented with fubjedls relative to the 
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, fortifications, &c. and 



faclofet which contains books, globes, fphcres, &c. 
s the laft room of this apartment. When we in- 
L tend our children fhould Jtirvcy thefe hillorical pic- 
L-tutes in a methodical manner, we begin with my 
Lifced- chamber, which reprefents the Holy Scripture, 
I the moft ancient of all, fince it begins from the 
\ Creation of the World ; thence we proceed to my 
lallery, where we meet with Ancient Hiftoryj and 
l^o on to the faioon, which contains the Roman 

liftoryj then we finifh our ftudies in the gallery ' 

• belonging to Monf. tVAlmane-, which I have in- 

i formed you is filled with the Hiftocy of France. 

y With refpeiS: to mythology, we find that in our 

C eating parlour, and it is generally the fubjeift of 

tour converfation during dinner. The fecond ftory 

tcontains five or fix fmali fpare rooms, and the attics 

^»re deftined for our fervants. The coionades and 

f ilair-cafe are hung from top to bottom with large 

maps, which form a complete fyliem of geography. 

We have fixed on the ground floor for the place 

of OBT fouthern maps, and the upper ftory for our 

northern ; for by paying an attention to thele things 

we make a better imprelfion on children's minds. 

The whole furniture of the houfc is linen j tbe 

Iculpture 
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fculptureen the wills is plain white, with gilt het<fe. 
The ftairs and chimney-pieces are while marble» 
and are every day waflied clean. Over the front 
of the vcftibulc arc written thefc wowis in EngliA^ 
JVae happinrji is ef a reilrtd natur'f, nnd an enimy 
to pernp *. Befidci ail thefe reprefcntaiions of Wa- 
tory, which I have mentioned to you, I have, in ft 
clofet, Jix large fcreens, which give an idea of rtie 
cftroiiology of the hiftories of EnglarnJ, Spain, 
Portugal, Germany, Malta, and Turkey, I have 
^fo a great number of little hand fcreens, whicb ■ 
are all maps of different countries, and oo the 
backs I hav« written in Englifli or Italian, a clear 
and (hort dcfcription of the places they reprcfent. 
I • With rcfpcift to our gardens, they are equally plain 
I and fimpfc; we have prefcrved a little wood and 
two walks of chefnut trees, which form a majcftic 
Ihade at one hundred paces from the caftlc : but our 
neighbours do not admire the alterations we have 
mSde, fincc we have taken down our cut hedges, 
and above all a wildcrnefs, which for thirty years 
was the admiration of the whole province: how- 
ever, the above alteration is much more agreeable 
touSi the large grafs plots, and young plaitatir>ns 
of foreign Ihrubs, alfo afford us very pleafant walks. 
You have often heard me condemn the cuftom of 
raifmg mounts in gardens ; I think them very dif- 
agreeable objeils, when they do not ftrike us by 
the uncommon height to which they are elevated : 
however, I have formed three fmall ones in the 
park; not for the pleafurc of admiring them, but 
to make the children climb up them, which is a 
kind of cxercife that both amufes and ftrengthens 
ihetn. 

• Sm the Speflitor, Vol. I. 

I have 
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1 hiavB not yet mtartidned my neighbours : I am 
at prefent only intimately acquainted with the 
Countds de Valmont^ who lives about two leagues 
from hence ; flie has only erne fon, who is twelve 
years of age, and for whom (he feels fuch an ex- 
treme tendernefSy that I was prejudiced in her favour 
'from the firft moment I faw her; (he is ftill jroung 
and beautiful ; flie has much dignity in her manner, 
and a negligence which adds gi^ce to her moft 
trifling actions ^ befides this, (he has wit, and an 
' improved and cultivated -nHfid ; flie fpeaks but little, 
not through timidity, but indolence, and never 
wi(hes to mine or to fix attention. She is fifter to 
Madame D^Olcy^ whom you muft have feen, and 
whom gave fo many balls ten years ago; (he has 
another fifter, who is a Nun. Her father, Monfl 
d^Aimeriy is a man of great learning, as MonC 
^jUmixne inforrtiis me : but fince die death of an 
tttlly fon, whom he adored, he has retired to this 
province, and lives with his favourite daughter, 
Madame de ValfHofii' : he is very abfent and melari- 
chdy, but his tonverration, though always feridus, 
is often inftru6tive and agreeable. Monf. de Pai- 
mofit has neither the fenfe nor graces of his Wife, 
nor the merit of his father-in-law ; he underftands 
playing it billiarils and (huttle-cock perfeftly, and 
is pamonately fond of fcooting and hunting ; lie 
has rather a boifterous kind of mirth, but at the 
fame time "has fo chearful a countenance, with fo 
ruddy and friilling an appearance, and is above all 
fo frank, good humoured, and polite, that you can- 
ndt help having a regard for him. But I begin to 
perceive, my diear friend, though too late perhaps 
for you, that I have written a volume. Farewell : 
if ydu do not Tend me an anfwer, of at lead foUr 

pages, 
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pages, r (hall not dare again to fend you letters of fuch 
an extreme length ; and pray do not write to mc oa 
that little paper you are fo fond of ; keep it for your 
Paris friends ; for my part I am always angry when 
I fee your writing on thofe little painted ready-made 
covers which you ufe. I beg you will tell me fome- 
thing of Madame ^Qfialis j do you fee her fre- 
quently, and does not Diy abCuKe make her ncglcd 
her improvements ? 



LETTER X. 

Tht Vtjcmnuft to the Bartntfs^ 



II 



1^ HAT a piflure have you fent me of coquetryi 
it will cure me of all preienfions to it ! I fball 
never again boaft of having been a coquette, and I 
fhall all my life repent ever having had the appear- 
ance of one r You have really made a deep im- 
preffion on me, but why did you not tell me all this 
when I was but twenty years old i My reforma- 
tion would then have done you more honour, and 
would have fpared me much pain. But you tell 
me I was only half a coquette ; I ufed to diink fo 
myfelf ; but are you fure of it ? You have really 
troubled my confcience ! Pray never tallc to me 
of coquetry again; oh, the wicked thing! If you 
knew the fituation I was in when I received your 
letter ? That I was on the edge of a precipice, 
which perhaps you have drawn me from ! I per- 
ceive your aftonilhment, but I can conceal nothing 
, from you. You will lee what confidence I rcpofe 
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Bh you, but you are (o indulgent, fo fuperior to 
Tihe weaknefles of our fcx ; you know how to ex- 
fcufe Ihem all ! Attend then, and by the confeflion 
am going to make, judge of the fervices you 

[•liave done me? You know my principles, and 
; very fure, that whatever follies 1 may 
jfiave to reproach myfelf with, at leaft my heart 
Tfemains pure, I have been indifcrcet enough fome- 
o give the world room to fay I had a lover : 
%ut it was not believed ; and for fome years my 

""condufl has been thought irreproachable ; for the 
world, a hafty, judge, tHough an impartial one, 
retrafts with as good a grace as it condemns. 
Well, my dear friend, let us come to the faiSl ; I 
thought when 1 was one-and -thirty, I had nothing 
more Co fear from envy, from coquetry, or from 
men ! Is it not well, faid I, that have prefervcd 
my reputation ? I have pafled the age in which one 
is fubjcift to fuch dangerous trials, and it is a happy 
thing to find one is no longer young enough to be 
in danger from them. But I was deceived j M> </« 
Afervi/Ie, whom you left fo engaged with Madame 

lU C , al! on a fudden, I know not how, took 

it in his head to fall in love with me : I never 
could endure this change of fentiment in my fa- 
vour: but he was young, a man quite (afhion- 
able, and he had facrificed to me a young woman 
of ihree-and-twcnty. Though my heart remained 
entirely free, I fuffered his attentions; I received 
him at my houfe ; in (hort, I refolved to do every 
thing in my power to increafc his paffion ! This 
fcheme was fcarcely formed, when I received yout 
laft letter. My furprife is not to be told ! Every 
feature in the pidture of a coquette feemed drawn 
(br me ; every word appeared to reproach me, ami 
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this fcntence more than all the reft ! Tidifturb ibr 
union of two UntUr and gtntie Itversy is one of Ht 
fmalkft crimi%. M. dt Mervillt is free Madame 
at C • a widow ! 1 repTcfented her to myfelf, 

in defpair ! I law a marrijige broktti, my reputa> 
tion dcftioyed ; in Ihort, I found I was a monltcr ! 
I hated myfelf, and dctefted Monf. de MervilU ; 
I lamented the fate of Madame de C ■— , and 
loved no body but you and her ! I ought to tcU 
you, Monf. de Mervillt had never acquainted nic 
with his paJBon : thefe declarations are now ufc- 
Icfs, and out of fafhion ; one can undcrftand with- 
out that ceremony. He and Madame de C — — 
were one evening engaged to fup with me -, but as 
you may imagine, he came before the reft of the 
company : I was alone, and he feized this oppor- 
tunity fo favourable to him, and in ihort, ex- 
plained himfelf in the nooft explicit manner. 1 af™ 
fet^ed an extreme furprize, which is not dif&cult to 
put on, and by which there are very few men wha 
are not deceived ; and in order to convince hint 
how ferious I was, I mentioned his engagements 

to Madame de C -, I praifed her to the hlgheft J 

degree; I even extolled her wit with cnthufiafmj ■ 
which you muft allow was going a great length ; 
but I had much to repair. Monf. di Merviliey 
truly amazed and confounded at lofing all his 
hopes, put an end the fame inftant to the declara- 
tion of that tender paflion which he had juft been 
defcribing : we made mutual proteftations of friend 
Ihip, and company coming in, were releafed from 
a converfation which began to be as languid as ic 
was tedious. Once more reconciled to myfelf, I 
felt an inward fati^iadtion, far preferable to that 
foolifb infatuation cauicd by flattery : I had more 
merit 
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merit in this conqueft over myfelf than I ever had 
had before, as I never till then had given myfelf 
up to. fu^h an excefe of coquetry. Explain this to 
me, for I have no idea how it was : but it is cer- 
tain, I now feel the confequences of this horrible 
vice too much, ever to fall into it again : therefore 
never fear for me ; be certain, I am correded for 
ever. 
. The defcription of your caftle delighted me 
much ; but. diat of coquets took from me for a 
long time all that fatirical vivacity which you feem 
fo much to dread ; fo that for this time you will 
only receive my praifes : and indeed I oelieve X 
fliall never more criticife fuch ufeful inventions^ 
which have fpared your children the humble fa- 
tigue of learning a number of dates, which are ail 
forgotten when thev grow up. I apprehend this 
method of yours will engrave chronology, on their 
memories ; for the order in which thefe medalliooi 
are placed, and their being conftantly before their 
eyes will prevent their cvei forgetting them. By 
putting one's felf to a ftiil greater expence, I fhould 
think this invention might be brought toftiUgreat<« 
er perfedlion, by making every (»ece of fumiturey 
as chairs, carpets. Sec. to reprefent dbjods of in* 
ftrudHon, ancf replacing them by others, when the 
children bad got them by heart There are many 
private perfons who could eadly afibrd to be at 
this expence ; certainly the idea uoidd be adopted 
by ail Princes, and I mall afiiiredly fend your de^ 
fcription to my brother, as I am certain he wiH 
avail himfelf ot it for his pupil. I bilve fomtf 
doubts to propofe to you on that part of yoer letter 
concerning women ; it appears to me, that yoU 
judge of them too much by yaurfelfi and Ikat you 

require 
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require an union of amiable qualiiies anJ talents^ 
which can only fall to the lot of a very fmaH num- 
ber. You would have a woman poflefs folid rea- 
foning, with all the important virtues ; a genera], 
though not a deep knowledge of the ftience^.! all- 
thc powers of pleafing ; a knowledge of all the- 
modcrn languages, without pedantry or affcflati- 
on ! and at tlie fame time, that Oie fliould conduft 
her domeftic affairs, like a good houfewife, who 
pretends to no other merit. 1 fee plainly, if your 
pupil is born with a fuperior underftanding, you 
may make her iruly accomplUhed : but do you 
expeil it, if Ihe has only a common one, and aa 
indifferent memory ? It appears to me that a plai* 
of education ought neither lo be made for prodigies 
nor monfters : ftupidity and depravity arc as rare 
as heroiiin and genius : but it is for perfons of 
moderate talents we ought to labour, as from them 
wc may cxpedt more fuccefs. With regard to * 
talents, it is not necelTary that inclination {hould 
aflift your cares ? 1 had all kinds of mailers j 1 
learned Geography, Arithmetic, Hiftory, and 
Mufic i ten years I played on the harpfichord, 
and learned to draw, but yet I undcrffand nothing 
of all thefe : but for dancing I had a real taltc, and 
fix months inftruiStion made me one of the heft 
dancers in the fchool ; befides, I can fcarcely be- 
lieve that the length of time one is obliged to give 
to thefe kind of ftudies, is not extremely hurtful to 
the produi^ion and growth of more eflential qua- 
lities. I know you may be quoted as an exception, 
to this rule ; but I only fpcak in general. Yoa 
mean to cultivate the underltanding, and form the 
mind of your daughter : how can you do thii, if 
fhe karns to embroider, to draw, to dance, to 
fing, 
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fing, and to play on feveral ianruments ? In &ort> 
you propofe teaching her fo many things, that I 
am in pain for her health, and I cannot perfuade 
myfelf, .but that fuch application muft be dangerous 
to a chiJd. 

You defire I will menlion Madame d'OJialis. I 
have the moft pleafing accounts to give you of her. 
She conduits herfelf always with the lame pru- 
dence, as if (he was before your eyes, and the is 
as much diftinguilhed for her reputation as for her 
perfon and charms ; flie has an equal and unalter- 
able fweetnefs of temper, and a certain ferenity, 
which gives me pleafure to contemplate, becaufe I 
know that It proceeds from the perfect calm of her 
mind, and the purity of her heart. The women 
pardon both her talents and her beauty, on account 
of her modeftyand fimplicity ; and the men, not- 
wtthftandiog her youth, truly refpcfl her, tecaufe 
(he has neither prudery, nor the lead appearance of 
coquetry : (he almoft lives with me, diat (he may 
talk about you ; (he loves you with fo much tender- 
ncfs, that that alone would render her dear to me, 
had (he no other merit. 

We fupped laft night in a family way i there 
was a ferious party at Rrvtrfis. The players were 
Madame tTOjialis-t her hutband, the Marchionefs 
Amelia^ and m^y daughter. The game, as you 
know, is rather noify, and the /crce^ inaves, made 
it fo much more fo, that you can have no idea of 
the noife they nlade ; Madame d'O^alir, with all 
her miidncfs, laughed as much as the reft, fo that 
(he was hoarfe the whole evening after. Her 
gaiety is blended with a franknefs which makes her 
perfedlly amiable; (he is faid to be breeding, and 
1^ <i(i that cafe muft give over all thoughts of a jour- 
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ney to Langucdoc ; which would put hrr quite into 
itsipw. Monf. d'0/lalis, who To palTionatcIy da- 
fires to have a Ton, does not Hiare in her gritiTs on 
this account ; and (his <liirercnce of fentiment, has 
already caufed Tome little (]uarre!s, bui you may 
caiily imagine they are not ill-natured ones. 

Adieu, my dear friend ! I hope you will not 
complain of my paper, and that you will iind this 
large enough : you fliatl have no more of thefe 
little painted fheets, which difpteafe you fo much ; 
I know how better to difpofe of them. I wanted 
the other day to fend an anfwcr to a Lady, 'to 
whom I had no attachmenti nor Hic to me ; and 
I had only fome common compliments to fend her* 
^^lich every body fays by heart; by miltalcc I 
' aled up and fent her one of thefe little rrnamented 
_ leets, but without writing any thing m it : when 
I found it out, I thought my billet was at leafl: as 
good as her's, and I wifhcd to eftablifb the cuftom 
of lending notes in this manner inilead of returning 
viTits one's felf. There are many of thcfe noteSt 
which contain little more than the name of the pw- 
fon, and that you may find on your vifiting-lifl. 
Many women are very clever in the ait of writing 
notes, and exprcfs themfelves with great eloquence. 
Madame ile F. for example, is perfuaded her's will 
pafs to poilcrity: this would Be but jull indeed, 
for it coils her great labour to defcrve this honour. 
The moft trifling fubjefl becomes brilliant in her 
tuuids 1 (he wrote me a moft charming billet a 
week: ago, to escufe her fuppiog with ue on ac- 
count of her having a cold: but yefterday I re- 
ceived another from her, which furpalTed all tbe 
left ; it was to borrow my box at the Opera: the 
Cibje^ does not appear capable of furniuiiug new 
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or lofty ideas, but in a note of eight lines, fhe had 
colle£ted grace, gaiety, fentiment, and delicacy; 
I felt myfelf fired with a noble emulation ; I was 
willing to try my Ikillt but to my confufion, though 
i confidered and ftucued for a Jong time, nothing 
came into my head by way of anfwer, but the 
downright matter of fa£l:, that I was very forry 1 
had already lent my box, as (he wished to have had 
it^ and this dull reply I was obliged to fend her, 
^ich has certainly lowered me in her efteem* 

Adieu then, my dear friend ! Kifs the dear little 
Adelaide tenderly for me. Conjiantia^ who is for 
ever talking of you, defires I will fend you a kifs 
for her ; flie grows every day prettier, and more 
pleaiing; (he has been a little indifpofed, but is now 
perfedly well again. Now I think of it, I beg 
you will communicate to me your notions on the 
medical treatment of children; I am not eaiy about 
Flora's health ; I think ihe has been brought up with 
too much delicacy, and that ihe has had too much 
pbyfic given her in her infancy; what regimen do 
you follow for Adelaide^ and what do you think of 
Rouleau's method ? 



LETTER XI. 

Anfwer from the Baronefs. 

OO then, Monf. de Mervitte has inipired you 
with a flronger inclination to coquetry than ever 
you felt before : this is indeed furprifing ! You 
afk me die reafon of all your caprices ? You put 
me on a difficult taik; out fince you defire it, 
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thcfe were the reflc£tions I made on your adven- 
ture ; I think there is one time of life very dan- 
gerous for women, who arc not entirely free fiom 
coquetry : it is when they arc Hill handfome, but 
no longer poflefs the britliancy and charms of 
youth, nor are tallced of for their elegance of per- 
fon, which nolonger attrafls admiration: in fliort, 
as foon as it is faid of a woman, (lie is ftill hand- 
fome, itiMjtiU fpoils the compliment. This time 
begins at your age, and hnifhes at five or fuc-and- 
thirty, for then wc are no longer regarded, and this 
misfortune frequently happens even much fooner. 
It appears to me very natural that a woman of 
^rty, who is no longer flattered by that eager 
rowd who formerly furrounded her, (hould fet s 
reater value on ihe attentions ftiil paid her. Be- 
ire (he thought the men could not help falling in 
love with her; now fhe is aJmoll grateful for itj 
flie knows that flie is no longer the torty and that 
the empire, which fafhion gave her, is gone, never 
to be retrieved. She is like a Queen, who being 
dcdironed, no longer perceives her Courtiers around 
her, and is therefore grateful for any homage that 
is paid her. She has renounced the glory of con- 
quering numbers, but (lie is ftili pofiefTed with the 
hope of infpiring an ardent paiHon : and the firli 
man who pays her any attention, Ihe will fuppofe 
to be a3uated with that paflion, and whatever her 
lover may be, (he will find her vanity more grati- 
fied at this time than ever Ihe did in her youth. 
And how dear will the idea, that he is perhaps the 
laft flie will be able to hold in her chains, make him ? 
What gratitude does fhe not owe him ? It is then, 
that coquetry makes ufe of all its cunning and dex- 
terity; it is then that flie enjoys her triumph, and 
makes 
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makes it known to the world ; and it is then^ that 
this lover, if he is not a fool, ipay deftrby a wo- 
man's reputation, and deprive her of happi- 
nefi, evcn'without^ being beloved by her. This 
pifturc is very like that of Madame * ♦, whom 
we remember fo handfome and fo difdainfiil, and . 
fo much in fitfhion ; — fhe attrafted lovers without 
feeming fenfible of it ; and having for a long time 
preferved a tolerable reputation, for a coquet, fhe 
loft it all at once, at thirty-two, for the man in the 
world, leaft able to juftify fuch an error ! This, 
my dear friend, is part of my fentiments on this 
fubjeA ; but as I do not fpeak by experience, I 
may be deceived : you are a better judge ; and 
from the fituation of your mind, can tell me 
whether my conjectures arfc*true or falfe ; there- 
fore I refer to you. I am not furprizcd that you 
experienced a thoufand times more fatisfa6tion in 
reconciling Monf. de Merville to poor Madame 
de C. than you had found in parting them ; the 
pleafures of felf-love, being as tranfient as vain, 
they cannot leave deep impreffions ; they are only 
produced by the imagination, whofe flame is foon 
extinguifhed, if the allurement of novelty does 
not rekindle it. The pleafures of the heart, 
which arc IcG tumultuous, but milder and more 
lafting, can alone enfure our felicity: the things, 
whicTi make but a flight impreffion on our minds, 
only leave a weak remembrance, which, inftead of 
giving us plerffure, often afflidls'us. Do you 
think an old coquette, in tracing back the moft 
brilliant exploits of her youth, does not experience 
more regret than fatisfa(SUon } Regret, which is 
fo much the more grievous, as it is fliamcful, and 
as one is obliged to conceal it \ whilft the remem- 
VoL. I. C bt^Xksjt 



-0' 



LETTERS 

brance of a virtuous behaviour is always an inex- 
hauftible fource of fclf-fatisfaition, 

And now, mj dear friend, ( am goin^ to rn- 

;ileavour to anfwcr your objeflions to my principles 

'education. You cannot conceive how I (Lall 

able to imjirove the undcrflanding of my pupili 
and to form her heart, and at the fame time t« 
give her every agreeable qualificaiion. In truth* 
if you fuppofe I have any hopes of feeing Adelaide, ' 
at twelve years old, an excellent muHcian, playing 
on fevera] indruments, undcrflandlng Hidory, 
geography, mythology, and accomits, with many of 
our beft works, ij*^. ttff. yourrefleiiljoiis would thca 
,lmve becnperfciElly jufti iffuch had been my plan, 
Ineeded only tohave adopted the method common- 
ly followed : but the little fuccefs obtained by thefc, 
has well juftified the neceflity of taking others. 
Reuffeau obferves, that the principal fault of every 
Tutor arifes from endeavouring to make his pupils 
Jhine, more than to convince their reafon. With 
this intention, he gives them leflbns which arc 
above their comprehenflons, and fo loads the me- 
mory, not with ufeful things, but with words 
for the moll part unintelligible to ihem. jfdehide, 
at twelve years old, far from being a prodigy, will 
perhaps appear to fome people infinitely lefs in- 
ftrufted than many other children of her age. 
She will not know a word of all thofe books 
which young people learn by heart ; fhc will not 
have read Fontaine's Fables, Telemachus, Ma- 
dame de Sevigny's' Letters, the Works of Cor- 
neille, Racine, Crebillon, and Voltaire, t^c. Is 
jt not abfurd to put all thefc books into the hands 
erf a child, who can comprehend nothing of them, 
tlwt means deprive her of the pleafure of 
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eading them for the firft time when her judgment 

k riper ? Adelaide, at twelve years old, will neither 

jt capable of making ex.tra(ts, or of writing good 

■tters, or of aflifting me in dning the honours of 

by houfe. She will have but few idea$, but they 

Ml be rational ones; Jhe will read mufic well, 

Ind play on feveral inflruments ; Ibe will draw iii 

i furprifing manner for her age, without her 

Uafler's retouching any of her performances ; and 

y that means teaching her to tell a falfehood, ia~ 

B&ad of improving her io the art of drawing. She 

Rwill neither underhand Hiftory, Mythology, nor 

¥ •Geography, except what flie has gained by our 

I "tapeftry, our converfation, and other methods, 

J TThJch I ihall mention hereafter. In this rcfpeft 

Piia'think Qie will be better intruded than cluldren 

y in general are ; flic will have many other accom- 

['(didiments, which will only be dilcovcred by living 

K with her, and which flie has acquired in the form 

ff-ijf amufements. That you may be able to form 

■feme idea of thefe, it will be necefiary to -acquaint 

i-you withfome particulars, which at the fame time 

\ win give you an infight into my whole method. 

h-Children in general are born with memories Jhf- 

#^£cient to retain a great deal of ufeful (knowledge ; 

I they ought therefore never to learn things that 

rate unneceflary or iuperfluous ; and 1 know but 

l^two means of arriving at this end; which are, 

I ^nevcr to tell them what they cannot underlland. 

Wand never to negleS giving them every kind of in- 

ftruftion within ihcir reach : for example, it is an 

cafy matter to r-ender all their little plays ufeful. 

The idea of my hangings, has given me another, 

of hiflorieal magic lanthorns : I have had four or 

"five hundred glafles made to reprefcnt fubiefU 

C 2 V-itKOL 
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tatcn from hiOory ; and we have [lie cliverfion of 
the magic lanthorn four times a week. I take 
upon myfelf to Qiew it, and generally do it in 
Englifli ; by this means I give ihem two kffons 
at once ; and as the pidlures arc often changed, I 
aflure you Jidelaide and Theodore arc infinileiy more 
delighted wiih our magic lanthorn, than the gene- 
rality of children are with the fun, moon, and 
feven ftars, the prodigal Ton, the baker pulling the 
devil by the tail, l^c. iyV. Inrtead of teaching 
my children ihe favourite amiifement of building 
houfes with cards, I have invented a play for them 
which gives them an idea of architeflure; I have 
caufed two fmall houfes, and two palaces, to be 
made in pafteboaTd, which take to pieces; every 
ornament belonging to architcflure are to be found 
in thamt Ihey are all nutnbercd, and their names 
writteii on the back. My fon has, beHdes ihefc, 
a ntunber of fortified caftles, with which Adelatde 
alfo amuTes herfclf fometiines, as well as with a 
pretty little fliip, of which Moniiiiir D'JlmanejCJr- 
plains to us all the parts at leaft oncy a week. 

When 'wc walk out, the children divert them- 
felves at prelent with running and (kipping about, 
but in another year, we fliall accu(iom them, as 
.fio(^fl« advifes, to meafurediflancesby their eyes, 
how many trees there may be in fuch a walk, how 
many flower-pots on fuch a terrace, istc. isc. By 
this-means they will alfo learn what a foot, a fathom, 
or an acre means s and they will alfo acquire fome 
noiions of agriculture. My gardener Mathurinc 
will be their chief mafter ; he has already begun 
his leflbns, and generally follows us in our walks ; 
and we learn every day fomething new. Adelaide 
, .-^oA Theedori have each a little garden, which Ma- 
" " thurmt^ , " 
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thurine teaches them to cultivate •, we accuftora them 
to thofe plays in the night, which arc recommended 
by Roujfeau^ to preftrve them from the fears, which 
children are fo fubjeft to, in the dark. Adelaide^ 
and Theodorty like other children, are fond of play- 
ing at vifiting :*thiJ by my attentions will become a 
courfe of moral lectures : I invent thcrr phhspf 
converfation, and you may imagine. the little mb- 
jefts I give them, ferve to infpire' them with noWe 
fentiments ; and l^ad to fome good adlion. Ma*- 
dame d^ FahiMnfsfonpms them inthefe plays, and 
I have often a part in them myfelf, which 1 endea<<> 
your to perform welL ytdelaide^s doll is not ufqlei^ 
to me : (he repeats to her the leflbns {he receives 
from me ; and I pay great attention to thefe dia^ 
logues ; if Adelaide fcolds unjuflly, I inferfere in 
the converfation, and convince her fhe is wrong. 
This amufement makes her more induftrious \ if 
fhe wants art apron or a cap for a doU^ Made« 
moifelle ViBcire^ one of my women, comesto affift 
her in making them. It is the fame with Theodore^. 
if he breaks any of his toys, as a coach or a drum^ 
we give him proper materials ; and Brunei^ Monf/ 
D'Alman^% footman, whoie ingenuity you are ac- 
quainted with, affifts him in making whatever he 
defires, and by this means, he becomes induftrious 
and patient; Thus you fee, far from wearying 
them with too much application, we are only em- 
ployed in procuring them amufements and play- 
things.. The word ftudy is never mentioned^ 
though there is fcarce a moment in the day that 
they do i^ot gain fome knowledge ; and certainly 
there never were children fo perfeftly happy. 
Adelaide, begins already to have fome flight notion 
of muficj and I have placed her little fingers on 
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the harp. The different ftudics, with thofe^T 
reading and drawing, take up near an hour and B 
half of the day, whicli, however, is not fixed to 
Aated times. I have a method of prai^ifing mufic 
in two hands, which experience has taught me to 
be the beft way. To arrive at perfeffion cither on 
the harp or harpiichord^ you raSlt play equally well 
suh both hands ; the left is generally inferior lo 
nl^igbt, owing to the method which makers take. 
Before they learn a complete tune, they ought to 
pradtife a twelvemonth, firft with one hand, then 
with the oiher ; I mean if it be a child you leach ; 
otherwife fix montlis will do. They fhould by 
rurps execute all the fhakcs and moft difficult paf- 
jflges that are to be met with, ufmgthe left hand 
mCtt, which is in fa^ more aukward than the right, 
and has lefs rtrcngth. This requires at the begin- 
ing fo little attention from the fcholar, that it can- 
not vvciin' her : on the other hand, CJ'",;^,^,- l 

i rtid .m'ufif, to place her hands properly tu finger 
well, and to put treble and bafe together, requires 
much application, and is difficult and t irefome ; be- 
^des, (he is flopped by ervery cadence, and is. fo 
confounded that ihe plajs out of time, which fpoili 
her ear and her tafle ; and fhe very juftly takes'an 
averfion to a Hudy fo difagreeable and fatiguing. 
No mafter will adopt my method, becaufe by 
following it ihcy cannot make their fcholar in 
five or lix months play by rote feveral tunes ; 
and I murt confefs there are many parents who 
would be very little pleafed to fee their daugh- 
ters, after a year's inftruflion, only able to re- 
peat a few paflagcs. But after this exercife, teach 
her to play leffons, and in lefs than three months 
Ihc will furpafs thofe who have learned three years 
in the common way. Nothing is more abfurd 
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than to teach children rules of nccompaniment when 
they are only ten years old : this ftudy is of a very 
difficult nature, and can only be learned by perfons 
of fifteen or fijtiecn years of age. Thofc inftrac- 
tions which we cannot acquire but with great ap- 
plication, ar* unfit for infancy: this la fo plain a 
truth, that it would be abfurd to try to convince 
you of it by reafoning, though it is very frequently 
loft fight of in almoft every plan of education. Is 
it not ufuai to fet a poor child at fix years old to 
learn lellbns of gramnxar, geometry, aftronomy, 
Wf. People take great pains to teach them whjit 
they cannot comprehend, and deftroy their health, 
and give them an invincible difguft for ftudy. Can 
any thing be more ridiculous than to fee a child 
gravely feated before a deflc, employed in anfwering 
a, problem or explaining a fyftem of (he world ? In 
indvLoTt, ^ vcrj-'ucii I'njng [bar ttti be dcnrcu is 
the very contrary to what the tutor expe£ls--which 
is, that the poor child may gain nothing, but 
ignorance and difguft ; for if it fliould underftand 
what they had made it repeat, the tender conftitu- 
lionofachild would fink under fuch anintenfeap- 
plication, and thus its untimely knowledge would 
bring it to the grave. But let us return to my 
Adelaide, from whom thefe lefleflions have detain- 
ed me fo long ; flie learns alfo to draw, and it is 
my particular defire flic fliould excel in this charnfc. 
ing qualification, which fuits wiih every age, a^ 
which oficrs fo-many refources againft idlen^ 
Reuffeau will have Emtlius learn drawing wilho^^ 
a maftcr \ " I fliall take care," fays he, " to keep- 
" him from fuch a mailer, as would only give h' 
'* copies to imitate, and only teach him to dr 
■ ftpoi ^eCgns," ^oa^flH fpeaks here of.jffhM. 
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doesroi underftand. Ii is abfolutely impoflible to 
learn to draw without a mailer, and that maftcr 
ought to be a very good one ; for every thing dc- 
, pends on firft principles ; and it is not only necefla- 
k xy that the mafler {hould have goocj ones ; but he 
^mufl draw perfeilly hiaifetf : for it is by drawing 
with his pupil, not by advifing him, that he can 
make any rapid progrcis . It will be neceflary to be- 
gin with copying ; it is true you may lengthen this 
apprentice (hip too much, which would be lofing 
time J but in a year's limf a good niafter will have 
taught bisfcholar to draw from nature. Thefe, my 
dear friend, arc part of my (eniiments on (he man- 
ner of leaching children. With regard to their ta- 
lents for any particiil?r inftrumem, I think we all 
have them in an equal degree, unlefs that the fingers 
of fomc perfpns are formed in a^cxtraordlnary man- 
ner : it is true a little fiit hand will find it difficult 
to play on inftruments which require Hrength and 
exteniion, fucli as the harp, the luie, and ihe theor- 
bo; yet with fomevvhat more application, ibey m^ 
get thebctierof ihisdiffiniliy. Why then, you will 
fay, arelalentS ib rare f-^It is that children are ill 
taught i the mothers do not dire^ their mafters, 
and only give examples of lazincfs to their children. 
How can you expeft a yaung perfon to have a tafte 
for fludy, or to be anxious to acquire pleafing ta- 
lents, when fhe fees her mother fpend half her time 
at her toilet, and at public places, and the other 
half in knotting, playing at carSs, and receiving 
■vifits. You fay you never could learn drawing, 
raufic, or geography, itff- But did you ever fin- 
cerely wifh to learn thefe things ? No, furely ! you 
were infpired only with a defire to fliinc at a ball, 
■••■nd you learned to dance elegantly in fix mouths ; 
' had 
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had your inclinations been turned on more ferious 
objedls. you would have (ucceeded equally, well. 
The refult of what I have faid is this^ that the great 
point to be obtained in education- is not be in a 
hurry y to teach children what they can eaiUy com- 
prehend ; and never to negleA an opportunity of 
teaching them everything within their reach; and 
at firft only to give them examples of morality, not 
precepts. I have hither confined myfelf to chil- 
dren, fothat you are only acquainted with the leaft 
interefting part of my plan of educatbn ; but when 
Melaidi is twelve years old, you Ivill find my ac- 
counts lefs trifiing and infipid. . 

It remains dill that I fpeak of the management 
of children with regard to their health. RouJJkau^ 
with all the attention he pays to that fubje^t, ex- 
a^ly follows the fyftem of Mr. Locke ; for though 
he does not quote him, he copies him literally. 
The fage Loche forbids Twaddling clothes, or load- 
ing children with unnecefiVy clothes \ he advifes 
to accuftom them .to the open air, and to bathe 
their feet conflantly in cold water : this work, in- 
fpired by motives of benevolence, is fo; much the 
more eftimable, as the author, with, fuch fuperior 
merit, (hews no deiire of di(Vifigui(hing him&lf, 
but only appears actuated by the wilh of being ufe- 
ful. This book, which is tranilated into all lan- 
guages, was in every body's hands when EmiBuf 
appeared, but had brought abontit no change. i& the 
/ fy(lems then in ufe. Wifdom has le(s influence 
than enthufiafm ; b'ecaufe it is always fimple in 
Its exprefiions, and fcarce ever afiumes an impioiing 
or autlioritative tone*. The Engliih PhiJofopher 
feemed orlly to give; his advice ; Rmijfeau repeated 
the fame things, but he did not adviie, he com- 
manded, and was obeyed. I have oblcvN^d \\^ 

C 3 • tcwO^NsA 
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method with Adtlaidi from her birth till flie wu 
three years old ; Ihc has been conftantly waQicd 
from head to foot, in fummer with cold water, and 
in winter with water lukc warm, obferving at the 
fame time to rub her with a fpunge j to make her 
41ecp in a hard bed without curtains, and to wear 
^n|y a cap and little gown, with a fingle blanket 
in winter, and a flieet in fummer. The doors and 
windi-.-a of her chamber were almcft always opea 
in the day-time, excepti"ng in damp weather, with 
very Uttle fire in the day, and none in the nighf; 
ihe was continually in the open air, but I was in 
no hurry to make her walk, thinking it better to 
flay till her legs were (Itong enough to bear ihe 
.weight of her body with cale: lalfo paid great at- 
tention lo prevent her getting wet in her feet. As 
foon as children are weaned, they fliould drink no- 
tlung but water ; no thickened milk or cream ; the 
ibmctimes eats an egg, fomc cold milk, vegetables, 
broth, or fruit fs'r. but no fwcetmeats nor paftry. 
No whalebone in her (lays till fhe was four years 
old. At tbatageflie began with very thin and large 
ones, except in fummer, when ihe had no other 
drefs than her ihitt, and a gauze or muflin frock ; 
and (he never wore llockings or (hoes, except in 
estremehot weather, when fliewaiked out. People 
are very apt to find fault with the cuftom of putting 
^ays on children. They arc indeed pernicious 
" when they are tight, but when properly made they 
•re far from being hurtful ; the wearing them is 
Equally convenient and healthy : by placing the 
flioulders in a proper poQtion, they'open the cheft:, 
fupport the back, aud keep the ftomach in a fitu- 
•ation proper for digeftion : they render falls often 
lefs dangerous } andiflhey arc not made too tight, 
children 
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tiildrenfeel much more at their cafe in them dan 
icy do in a waiftcoat : it is only the excels of heat 
ut can make them inconvenient, and then it is a 
ruelty to oblige children to wear them. AdieU} 
ny dear friend ! I make no profeffions of the fen- 
^mentsl entertain for you. I think the immode- 
latc length of my letters will convince you o^ 
Ponfidence, and of my tender and lively p^ 
tip. 
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ne Bareo^t to the Vijountefi jyOjialu. 

X WRITE to you to-day, my dear child, to 
find fault with you : I hope this bfg'mning will 
not frighten you ; my reproofs you know are as 
gentle as your faults are fmall, Madame de L't- 
mouri wrote me an account of a family fupper at 
which you was prefent, and of a certain game at 
cards, which I confefs a little chagrined me. I 
cannot figure to myfelf my charming daughter, 
who is fo gentle, fo humble, and at the fame time fo 
noble, giving herfcif up to ail the extravagance of 
faife mirth, disfiguring her fweet face by noify and 
affeifled hvrSis of laughter, and making thofe little 
flirill fcreams, like Mademolfelle de X-etny, and 
Mademoifelle de Litamri. Whence did this pro- 
ceed ? Were you rcalfy vexed at the run of the 
cards? If you felt fuchan emotion, doubtlefs you 
ought to have concealed it, for it'is abfurd aud 
fliameful to ihew it. Befides, you are not avari- 
cious, nor ever play high, and it is abfoluidy in- 
difierent to you whether-you wio xu; lofe; ( 
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(jocndy all ihofe cries and appearances of vexation 
were only aSe^ation. it is fcarce worth while to 
give up your fwcctners of temper, in order to gain 
thccharaOer of a bad player, or of want of judg- 
ment. I am furc you could not entertain lb foolilH 
ID idea for a moment, but to fhew your complai- 
fance to the company you played with ; and If 
you encourage this weaknefs, it will lead you &r- 
ther than you imagine. AVhen people adopt follies, 
either from fafhion or condeicenfion, they fuffcr 
themlelves to be hurried away by ftill more feduc- 
ing, and dangerous examples. I know the purity 
of your heart, your docility, and confidence in me i 
1 know the advice of your mother can never be 
negle^ed by you, and have no fears of you for the 
Juture. Be always indulgent, my child, to thofe 
women who arc guilty of fuch meanneffes ; never 
appear to blame or ridicule them at any time of 
your life, but never imitate them ! 

I have another caufe of complaint againft you, 
which I have fcarce courage to meniipn, fince it 
proceeds from your affeftion to me : but you ought 
to know I never regard my own intereft, where 
your's is concerned. You think you are with 
child, and you appear to be affliifled at it, becaufe 
it will prevent your feeing me this year ; now as 
you are not ingorant how much your hulLand 
wi{hes for a fon, it is very wrong in you to let him 
fee a concern which can only vex him. When com- 
plaint is ufcUfs, it only (hews weaknefs j when it 
gives pain, it is abfurd. The ill humour you fliew 
juftly difpleafes your hufband, and gives uncafinefs 
to tic family, but cannot prevent your remaining 
at Paris ; it can add nothing to the idea I ever bad 

your tenderncfs, and only leflens the opinion I 
bad 
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had of your underftanding : fb, my dear child^ 
pair this imprudence} and never h\\ into it again. 
Adieu, my dear daughter ! Write to me alway» 
with the fame punAuality, and believe that I ex- 
pert, with as much impatience as you can do, the 
moment which i§^to reunite us. 



LETTER XIII. 
Tie Vifcountefs to the Baronefs* 

1 OU have thoroughly explained to me the 
greateft part of my doubts : all your defigns are 
excellent^ and your method of teaching is certainly 
preferable to the common one : but it is neceflaryt 
according to your plan, that mothers fhould be 
capable of directing the different matters : and 
where will you find fuch mothers ? Where is the 
woman who, like you, has pafled her life in cul- 
tivating her talents for Inftru^ion, that ihe may 
be ufeful to her children ? Befides, if all mothers 
thought as you do, there jn^ould be an end of all 
fociety \ (hut up in their chambers, with matters 
inttruAing them ; or flying away to their country- 
houfes, they would be loft to the world, and Paris 
would become a defart. I intereft myfelf puch 
in your fame, but I do not wi(h you to fucceed 
in making this reform. Joking apart, I have a 
remark to make to you : you prevent your chil-> 
dren, till the age of thirteen, from reading Tele- 
machus, Fontaine's Fables, and all fuch books; 
yet you would infpire them with a tafte for read- 
ing ! What books then would you give them in- 

ftead 
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Head of thofc I have mentioned ? Are thef 00% 
to read the Arabian nights, and Fairy Tales, tM 
they are thirteen? Do they learn nothing by heart} 
I have often beard you fay it was iinpoflible to 
underftand the harmony or founds of Poatry if 
the car is not accutlomed to it from infancy. Be 
fo good to anfwer me this. I write to you in great 
hafie, as I am going immediately into the coun- 
try. Adieu, my dear friuid ! Madame iTOflatii 
pregnancy is no longer doubled. I faw her hut 
band yefterday, who told me (he bears it with the 
bed grace in the world, which was more p1ea£ng 
to him, as he did not expeft it. Farewell, my 
love. You takenojoumies, therefore never 
me focb Ihort vile letters as this is. 



LETTER XIV. 

The Barentfi to ihe VifcounUfs. 
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. Neither give my children Fairy Tales to 
ead, or The Arabian Nights, nor even Madame 
^jfJmioyYTihlts, which were compofed for this pur- 
pofe. There is fcarcely one of them which has a 
moral tendency : love is the fubje<St in them all ; 
you find a Princefs perfecuted on account of her 
beauty ■, a Prince, handfome as the day, dying for 
'love of her, and a wicked, ugly rival, confumed 
f^^ith envy and jealoufy ! Though the moral of 
r'tiiefc little ftories may be good, children cannot 
^'inprove by them ; and, ftruck only with the won- 
derful, 



^^Mjai 
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deriiit, they will remember nothing but the en- 
chanted gudcus and diamond palaces ; all thcfe 
ridiculous ideas give them only falfe notions, ilop 
the courfe of their reafoning, and infpirc them 
tvith a diflike for iollru^ive reading. Locie com- 
plains that there is not a iinglc work exifiing 
proper for infancy j I know not one in the 
French language, though it would be fo ufeful. 
The fixing our firft principles and turn of qilnd 
depends greatly on the impreffions we receive in 
infancy i it is therefore necelTary thefe books 
.Ihould be written with great iimplicity { that 
they fhould be equally iaterefting and inftru^ingj 
and as to the form of them, little detached (lorici 
will be moft proper. And 1 believe, if the fub- 
jefls were well chofen, and the charms and iim- 
plicity of Nature were properly defcribed, it 
would make fuch works more valuable than you 
have any idea of: now, I hear you exclaim, and 
you repeat it twenty times : H^here is iheri a book 
fo ufofuL ? Whtre can it ii met luith ? I will tell 
you, and will even produce it to you, whenever 
you chufc lo have it : and as there is no great 
wifdom required in the compoiition, but only 
Nature and common fenfe \ I will without eva- 
iion tell you 1 am myfelf the author. We call it 
the "Evenings of the Caftle." Thefubjeaof 
it is, a good mother retired lo an old caftle with 
her three children, the eldeft of whom is only 
ieven years old, and who, every evening, if ihey 
are very good, tells them a little Itory, Thefe 
flories are often interrupted by the qtieflions of 
tlie children, who never let a word pafs which 
they do not underhand, without dehring an &.- 
lanation. You are fenfible how clear this me- 
thod 
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thod mud make it to their comprchenGons ; It fj 
only one volume, but hu five hundred pages. 
The effeiSl it has already produced on my chil- 
dren, is everything I could wifli: at each ftory 
they do not foil to a(k mc, if it hai really liappened ! 
and when I affirm it to be true, I remark an ex- 
traordinary encreafe of attention and concern, 
which is a much greater benefit than they could 
poffibly draw from the mofb moral Fairy Tale : 
fo that 1 engage, if ever I delercnine on publiQi- 
ing this work, to alTurc my young readers, in an 
advcrtifement made only for them, that the Au- 
thor has invented nothing, but that it is fcrupu- 
loufly and cxai^jy true % and with this precaution^ 
I am certain my (lories will be read with cagcr- 
ncfs, and make a deep impreflion. With regard 
to Poetry, I have colUifled from diftcrent Au- 
thors, the greater part of which are fcarccly 
known by name, fome exirafts, which make 
three volumes, for the ufe of my children, till 
they are foijrteen or fifteen. This little collec- 
tion is really very pleafing, and mofl of the pieces 
are truly mora!. But to return to profe ; AdeloUt, 
will read nothing but my tales till flie is feven 
" years old ; I (hall then give her the " Conver- 
r^ " fations of Emily," a book you have often heard 
P^rtepraife; and this will employ her till (he is 
^ eight, at which time you ftiall know the reft 
of my plan. You fay, my dear friend, if aU 
tnolhers wire lih me, P^rh -wautd become a dejari ! ' 
In the firft place, remember I quitted it only at 
the age of thirty-two, and in four years I mean 
to return to it again : befides, it is pofiJble, with- 
out quitting the world at all, to be as ufeful to 
I your children as I have heen to mine, whatever 
T yoa may fayof it. Far from palling all my time 
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in my clofet, I was fifteen years in the world, ' 
and I fhould- be very forry not to have lived in 
it ; for no perfon, who has not a thorough know- 
ledge of it» is capable of educating her children 
properly. It was in the world I conceived this 
mode of education, which I now put in practice ; 
and it was there, I -compofed thefe works re- 
lative to it : if my labours have been ufeful, and 
my method fhould be adopted, I fhall at leaf): have 
fpared others the refle£lion, fbidy, and trouble^ 
whiqh it cofl me for twelve years^ 

I cannot finifh this letter without telling you 
a pretty little . flory, which will entertain and in- 
terefl you, Adelaide being the heroine of it : the 
day before yeflerday, fhe afked my leave to take 
a walk in the fields with Mifs Bridget ; I con- 
Tented, and they fet out at eight in the morning, 
with orders to return at ten : but they did not come 
back till half an hour pafl eleven \ and I was going 
to find fault ; when Adelaide^ blufHing, and quit^T 
out of breath, begged Mifs Bridget to allow her 
to tell me the flory ; aiid then gave me the fol- 
lowing interefling recital : about half a league 

from B 7, they obferved a young female peafant 

feated on the grafs, with an infant in her arms ; 
.flruck with the palenefs and pretty figure of the 
woman, they went up to her, and learnt that fhe 
was jufl come from the neighbouring village, 
where fhe had been to buy fome provifions, and 
that now her fatigue had obliged her to fit down : 
fhe added, with a moving air, continued Jde^ 
laidej that . what gave her moft uneafinefs was, 
that her niother was ill, and would be unhappy 
at her fhiying; and ikying this, << the young 
'< woman Wept, and kiflol her little crying 

« baby \*» 



\ 
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*• baby !" Melaide, without hefitation, bej„ 

Mils Bridgtt to let her and the child get into the 
■'earriagc, which followed thcni} and carry them 
"bome; Mils 5nVj/( confented. The young wo- 
man told them the way, and in lefs than half an 
Tiour they arrived " aE the prettieft cottage ima- 
*" ginable," where they found, ** two charming 
" little girls, who threw themiclves on the yOung 
** woman's neck to embrace her," and " their 
** grandmother appears (b good and lb old, that 
■*' indeed, my dear mamma, you muft fee them." 
Mifs Bridget added more particulars to this ac- 
count J all to the praife of Adelaide'^ fenfilnlity. 
The fame evening the young peafant's hufband 
came to the caftle to return thanks to Adtlaidt ; 
and the next day we all went to fee theft good 
people, who are truly intercfting by the extreme 

bainiOtl^ VJUCU- niuui«3 dwiMi^ utcui -. lUcjL «■«- 

poor, but indudrious, and appear fatisfied wJt|i 
-their condition. After making all poffible inqui- 
ries into their characters and condu^, we have 
this morning determined to purchafe for them a 
linall piece of ground of about lix acres, which 
Was to be fold near tlieir cottage ; we fliall alio 
give tbem a cow or tiro ; fome poultry, clothes* 
linen, and Ibme furniture. 

You cannot form to yourlelf any idea of Me- 
laidii joy and tranfporl on this determination. I 
have lent this cveniag for two fempftrefics, to 
make clothes for the young peafant and her chil- 
dren i and Adelaide will herfelf affift in making 
them : her play-things and her doll are thrown 
altde, and I fee, with inexprclTible delight, that 
in a heart uncormpted, the pleafurc preferred be- 
fore all others, is that of doing good, and contri- 
buting 
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buting to perform a virtuous and generous afUoi 
Adieu, my dear friend ! I hope your next lettt^ 
will make me amends for your laft, which was b" 
deed very Ibort, 



%. 



LETTER XV. 

tht fame to tbt fame. 



E had yefterday a charming ride j we car- 
ried to i'iiale the young peafant I mentioned to 
you, all the furniture, clothes, &c. we intended 
her i Adelaide was loaded with a bundle of chil- 
drens' doathingi which, uotwithftanding the ex- 
treme heat of the weather, Jhe kept holding on 
her Ian. the wlmle tfrnt- «■« ■"—" "- ■'-- 

,, „-. .. . ..uw ui uic curria^} 

fhe arrived at the cottage in a vioSeni perfpirationi 
her little heart beating, fo that you could fee its 
motion; her cheeks fiulhed, and the pureftand* 
mod lively joy fpavkling in her eyes ! Delight^* 
happy age, when every gefture, every a^ion, pn 
Cents an innocent and faithful piflure of the fen^. 
ments of the heart J By degrees, as we lofe thi*3 
amiable fimplicity, the filent, but interefting ian*-^ 
guage of the eyes, becomes lefs intelligible ; br"" 
they cannot quite deceive till the heart is whol^^ 
corrupted \ for it is an higher advancement in yid 
to be able to deceive by looks, than even by words 
he who cannot teil a falfehood without blufhing 
IE not yet a complete liar, for whiift we prefeni 
any traces of this finccrity^ we are not arrived 4 
the highed pitch of vice. But to return to AA 
laide-f on getting out of the coach, flic ran fro^ 
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us, dragging after her, in the dirt, the heavy parcel 
ihe had not ftrenglb to carry ; and when we en- 
tered the cottage, we found her already employed 
in undrellingoneof thclittlcgirl!], toput on a new 
gown, repeating everj' moment, " It was I that 
*' made this hem ;" " I fewtd on this ribbon," 
" and fiiftened on this clafp/' i^c. i^c. li this 
little pifturc affefts you, how mucii more pleafurc 
would you have felt, on feeing the fatisfaftion of 
the young peafant and her family. I have ncvor 
found, but in this clafs of people, that kind of gra- 
titude which does honour to human nature. 
Hearts uncorrupted as iheirs arc, are affeiVed witlj 
the benefit we confer on tliem, but are not fur- 
prifed at it ; while th« extreme ailonifliment we 
fliew at a good aftion. is a filent eonfeffion that 
we are incapable of doing it ! Adieu, my dear 
friend \ I quit you to go and read with AdelaiJtt 
who at [his moment h leaning on my chair, and ' 
begging me to give her a leflon. 

My fweet Adelaide has done fo pretty an aftion, 
I cannot help telling it to you ; and 1 have opened 
my letter again on purpofe. After our reading, 
we went to take a walk, and amongft the chefnut 
trees, found a little bird jufV ready to fiy ; we took ' 
it up, and jiddaide, tranfported with joy, carried it 
to my chamber, and put it into a cage, every mo- 
ment taking it out, and ftifling it frith careiles, and 
then crying over it as if it was dead. Here begins 
our dialogue word for word : 

Adelaide. Mamma, my bird is hungry. I (writ- 
ing at my detk) replied, '< give it fomething to 
•* cat then i you have got what is necelfary." 

Adelaide, But he wi!i not eat. 

Anfiucr. It is bccaufe he is fad. 

Adelaide. 
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Milaide. Why is he fad ? 

Anfiutr. Becaufe he is unhapp>r. 

Adelaide. Unhappy ! Oh Heaven, why is 
fwcct little bird unhappy ? 

Anfnuer. Becaufe you do not know how to take 
care of him, and feed him, and becaufe he is in 
prifoD ! 

Adelaide. In prifon ! 

Anfiutr. Yes, certainly he is : attend to 
Adelaide, if I was to (hut you up in a little 
antJ not permit you to go out of it, would you be' 
happy. 

Adelaide. (Her heatt ^11) Oh my poor little 
, vtird! 

^^ ijnftiier. You make hicn unhappy. 
^V Adelaide. (Frightened) t make him unhappy ! 
^J'^^wr-r- This little bird was in the fields, at 
" nis liberty, and you flint him up in a little cage, 
where he is not able to fly : fee how he beats againft 
it ; if he could cry, I am fure he would. 

Adelaide. Poor little thing! (Taking him out of 
the cage) Mamma, I am going to fet him at liber- 
ty ; the window is open, is it not .■' • 

Anpuier. As you plcafe, my dear child; for 
my part, I never would keep birds \ for I would 
have every thing about me, and all that comce 
□ear me happy ! 

Adelaide. I would be as good as my dear 
■mamma. I am going to put it on the balcony, 
ShiWii 

Anfvjer. (I ftill vn-iting") If you pleafe my little 
dear. 

Adelaide. But firft I wjll feed him. Oh, ray 
dear mamma, be eats ! 

An/iu«\ 
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AnPuitr, 1 tin very glad of it, if it gives yoa 
pleafure. 

Adtlaidt. He eats. I know how to feed him. 
Sweet bird! Charming little creature! (flie 
kiflcs him) How pretty he ie. Ah, he kiflis me. 
How I love him. (She puts him into the c»ge 
again, then is thoughtful, and fighs. After fome 
filence, the bird begins to beat hinifelf again) 1 
(looking compaffionateiy at him) fay, " Poor lit- 
" tie unfortunate !" 

Adelaide. (WithlcaTS in her eyes) Oh, mamma I 
(taking him again out of the cage) I will givehiiu 
his liberty ; fliall I ? 

Jn/wer. (Without looking at her) As you 
pleafe, Adelaide. 

Adelaide. ('Going to the window) Dear little 
one 1 (Qic returns, crying) " Mamma, 1 cai>- 

Anfwtr. Well, my dear, keep it then : this 
bird, like other animals, has not reafon enough 
to refleft on the fpecics of cruelly you Ihew, in 
depri^ng him of the happinefs, to procure yourfeli 
a trifling amuiement. He will not hate you, but 
he will I'uffer \ and he would be happy, if he was 
at liberty. I would not hurt the fmallefl infeft, 
Bt lead if it were not a noxious one. 

Adelaide. Come, then, I am going to put it 
on the window. 

Atifiaer. Tou are at liberty to do as you plealc 
my dear, but do not interrupt me any more } let 
me write. 

Adelaide. (Killing me, then going to the cage) 
Dear, dear bird ! (Siie weeps, and after a little 
refle^on, fhe goes to the window, and returns 
with precipitation, her cheeks glowing, but with 
' teata 
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tears in her eyes) fays, *' Abmrna, it is done 
*• have (et him at liberty !" 

Ar^wir, [ (taking her in my arms) fay, n^' 
charming Adthide^ you have done a *< good ac> 
*' tloB," and I love you a thoufand times more than 
ever. 

Adelaide, Oh then I am wclJ rewarded \ 
Anfwer. You always will be fo, every time 
yon have courage to make a real facrlficc ; befides, 
facrifices of this kind are only painful in idea \ 
they arc no fooner done, but they render us fo 
smiable, that they leave nothing but joy and fatis- 
faflion in our heartss : for eiample, you wept at 
the thoughts of fctting your bird aC liberty j but 
do you regret it bow ? 

Adelaidt. Ob, no mamma; on the contrary, I 
am charmed at having made him happy, and at 
having performed a " good aflJon." 

Anftuer. Well, my dear child, never forget 
that, and if you are under any diiGculty, in de- 
termining " to do right," remember your little 
bird, and fay to yourfclf, Ihete arc no facrificcs, 
for which the efleem and tendernefs for tbofc wc 
4ovex:annot make amends. 
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Baren ^Atmane ti the Fi/ceunf de Limourt. 
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O, my dear Vifcount, I do not at all repent 
the part I have taken, nor do 1 for one moment 
regret the pleafiires of Paris, or the intrigues of 
^* Court! If you knew with what an eye wc 
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confider thefe things at this diftarce, and how 
trifling and frivolous they appear, when they are 
cooly conHdered, you would the more readily be- 
lieve me. I am hgwever far from thinking that 
faappincfs conCAs only ^ folitude j it is certainly 
incompatible with vice and wickednefs : belides, 
it is derived from various and contrary caufes. 
Wifdom and enihufiafm both equally fcrve to 
procure it ; and reafon and virtue will be able 
to create it, in every place and fituation -, in the 
midft of the tumuh of Courts, as well in a cloyf^ 
ter, or a defart. And old people, men of the 
world, or thofe retired from !t, may, by being 
juft and good, enjoy thit defired comfort, which 
the defigning wicked man can never know ! Be- 
lieve me, my friend, our paflionslan never pro- 
cure it for us ; I have felt their influence, have 
known all the illufions of love ; but in this tu- 
multuous ftate the foul is agitated above its 
powers, and feems then rather to be txhauftcd 
than fatisfied, by what it experiences : thefe de- 
lights and tranfports, which almoft deprive us ef 
our reafon, undoubtedly form a fituation too 
a3ive and violent for our weak minds ; and be- 
come painful to us by their exceft. 

If you had not told me, my dear Vifcount, a 
thoufand times, that you had (pent your life in 
fhidying difltrent opinions, without ever adopting 
one, I fhould have been convinced of it by your 
laft letter: you there fet forth all th? advantages 
of a good education 1 and you evidently prove, 
that men have not fulEciently reflected or medi- 
tated on that important fubjeft; you praife my 
intentions and plans, and you end all on a fudden 

Hwith alking me this queilion : " Do you really 
" think 
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" think diat education can extirpate our vices, or 
" endue us with virtues; or that it is of any ufc 
*' to us ?" I have certain]/ given tcftimony that I 
think (o, by the facri^ces I have made in order to 
educate my children ; but above all things confult 
Hiftory, and that wiil prove to you, that educatioa 
not only improves a virtuous mind, but that (with- 
out finding even the leeds of them in our hearts), 
it can infpire us with the tnaii, violent paflions. It 
was education tiiat made fuch extraordinary men of 
the Lacedaemonians i it was that, whofe prevailing 
power was able to tear from their hearts the moft 
tender and gentle fentiments, and tofubftitute thofc 
Icfs natural paflions in their (lead : In fliort, it was 
education alone which could render their country 
dearer (p them than.tlicir wives and their children. 
Reflect how deeply engraved on our hearts are the 
firit imprellions we receive in our infancy and ear- 
lieft youth: if reafon, and the improvement of the 
undcrftanding, have not power totally to deftroy 
the moft abfurd prejudices received in infancy, how 
folid and laAing will be thofe principles which are 
founded on truth, and which every refleflion will 
more and mote ftrengthen. The cffential point 
is, to know cxaflly the piinciples which ought 
firft t» be engraved on the mimls of children, and 
I think wc fhould begin by infpiiin^ them with a 
contempt for every perfon who has not courage to 
execute a refolution ferioufly taken: leach them 
then that it is not only necelTary to be religious 
obfervers of their word with otiiers, but that it is 
almoft equally (hamefiil to fail in thofe engagements 
they make with themfclves. Weaknefs has a thou- 
fand times more inconvenience than obftinacy : wc 
Voi.. I. D • 
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may ettccm ui obftinate man, but it is impoiBble 
not to dcfpife a weak one. If you do not give your 
pupil ftrcngth of mind to conquer hrmfelf, every 
• tiling die you teach him will be uielefsi and die 
I Erft lix months he is abfent from you, perhaps will 
oVlitcrate for ever all the advantages you e\pe&ed 
■ from eighteen years labour and attention. But you 
will a(k, Is this empire over one's fdf to be ac- 
quired? Yes, undoubtedly, and more eality than 
any other virtuej for it requires nothing more than 
habit; accuftom your pupil never to promife any 
thing (lightly; but to keep pun£lually the fiighteft 
engagements: throw in his way little temptations, 
which by degrees you may increalc as you fee him 
improve in his reiolution: but if he (nouM yield 
and fail to keep his word, you muft cxprcfs as 
much furprizc as indignation i and leli him, if he 
was jioi a child, he would be diflionourcd by fuch 
an a^on: make him ftel how contemptible he 
mufl appear, and con{lantly add punifhment to 
thefe humiliations, which at cadi return of bi« 
feult fhould be encreafed : give him an example of 
what you expciS from him, by fhewing him that 
your flighteft promife is inviolable and facred; and 
uRIy, when he convinces you he bus gained power 
over timfel/, praife him only moderately; for no- 
thing is more dangerous- than to exlol, too much, 
an aSion which it is our duty to perform : in Oiew- 
[ Ing any admiration of it, we almoft difpenfe with 
t.the peiformance of it on another occa (ion. When 
Tbfodore ihews me his firmnefs and refelution, I 
put on an air of the greateft fatisfaiflion ; for ihc 
ether virtues that appear in him, I feem to regard 
. toim witb niore v^antin but for this alone I 
appear 
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appear to look on him no longer as a child : I re- 
ward him by an appearance of refpeft and con- 
fitferation ; I cntnift him wi^th a fecrct ; I accudocn 
him to fed all the pleadires of being e<lcemed| 
and I malce him comprehend tliat the advantagM- 
tbey enffire to us arc greatei* than thofe of even 
friendship itfelf. Thtsdnrt^ like many other chil- 
dren, is naturally very greedy, Madame d'Almant 
the other day gave a box of fweetmeats to her little 
girl : Theadsre alfo wanted one ; I told him 1 could 
not give him one, becaufe he was not fo moderale 
as his lifter, for he would eat them al! in a quarter 
of an hour. . , . But if I promife to keep ihem, 

as Adelaide does, for feveral clays Reflett 

deliberately on the promife you are going to make, 
and if you can afliire me, after having confidered 
of it, that you are capable of making this trial, \^ 
will rely upon you, and give you a box of fwi 
meats. That very day, at dinner, Thsedor- 
quefted leave to take' a burnt abmndy which 
of the fweet things he loves beft ; and inftead of 
eating it, he wrapt it up in a paper very ferioufly, 
and put it in his pocket. At night, after fupper, 
he approached me with inexpreffible pride, and 
produced his burnt almond, telling me it was yet 
untoachid. Ac the fame moment, I looked out for 
a pretty little box made for fweetmeats, into which 
I put twelve perfumed lozenges, and gave it to 
Theodore; at the fame time requeftlng him to pro- 
mife me not to eat more than three a day, which 
he has performed with the ftri<£teft fidelity. This 
example alone will give you an idea of the methods 
which may be taken to fet children on their guard 

I'nft their paffions, and to put them alfo in a vrsf 
Da '■' 
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to triumph over them : the fuccefs of thcfe expe- 
dients, if often repeated, is infallible. 

You a(k me, whetlier I fliall teach my boy La- 
tin? 1 think the knowledge of this language is 
ufeful, though not fo indifpenfabiy neceflary as it 
was five hundred years ago : they could not then 
have any idea of the beautiful or fublimc of any 
kind, but by learning Greek and Latin: but at 
prefent, ihok who underftand French, Englifli, 
jmd Italian perfe^ly, have the opportunity of 
reading a great many works, at leaft equal to, if 
not fuperior to thofe which antiquity has produced. 
Milton, Tafib, and Ariofto, uiuteti together, may 
perhaps rival Homer and Virgil: And furely Cor- 
iieille, Racine, Voltaire, CrebiiJon, Shakefpeare, 
fcff. have produced as many excellent Pieces as 
Sophocles and Euripides; and Moliere has fur- 
j)afred Plautus and Terence. Are the Fables of 
Phsednis better than thofe of Fontaine? The 
Poems of Boileau, of John Baptift RotifTeaii, 
Greflet, Voltaire, Madame des Houlieres, Pope, 
Switt, Prior, and Thomfon ; are they inferior to 
Jliofe of Tibullus, Catullus, and Ovid? The Phi- 
lofophical Works of Cicero, Seneca, Marcus Au- 
relius, and Epiftetus, contain in general the moft 
fublime fentiments, which we cannot too mucb 
admire: but have the Writings of Fenelon, Mon- 
tefquieu, Addifon, i^e. lefs eloquence or learning? 
With refpeiS to Sciences, the comparifon would 
be ftill more advantageous to the Moderns. I 
could tnention feveral Ikving Authors as illultrious 
as thofe 1 have now quoted, but this dilTertation is 
already' too long. To return therefore to my fon; 
I intend certainly to teach him Latinj it is true. 
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I (hall not begin it til! he is twelve (v thirteen years 
old; till then the (luiiy of it would only ferve to 
m^lce him weary, and when his underAanding is a' 
little enlarged, be will learn eafily, and with little 
trouble, in eighteen months, what at an earlier 
period, we could not expeft lo teach him in fix 
years, by means of threats or puuiflimcnts. For 
the prefcnt, I confine myfelf to the teaching him 
living languages by practice. He already ipiaks' 
Englilh perfe(91y well, and can call for every ne- 
ceflary in Ger^nan; he has a Saxon Cootman, who 
never fpeaks to him in French; fo that he will 
underftand as much, of German as is nccelTary for . 
a foldier. The German literature has been truly 
ijiterefting only within thefe forty years; the mo- 
dern Authors, Klopftock, Haller, Gefner, Gellert, 
&c. have enriched it with Works which will make 
it immortal : but as it is- not a language very ge- 
neral, and as it is learccly polUble to under{^and 
more than two or three languages befides our own,. 
1 have given the preference to-jEnglifti and Italian, 
which ray children will begin to learn in fix months,, 
and in nve years they will be able to read thefe. 
languages with as much eafe as French. 

Farewell, my dear Vifcouni ! You defire me to 
give you. an. account of my avocations : let me in 
return, hear of your amafements, and every thing 
that inlerefts you, and fend me word if you have 
really quarrelled in earneft with Madame Je Gei~ 
vilte i you know J ihall not be forry for it, as 1 can 
never forgive her the vexation Ihc has given your 
Kife, 
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The AnfiiDtr uf thi yificunl U the Baron i'Al 



A Repeat to you, my dear Baron, your plan of 
education appears to me moft excellent, and, nol- 
withftanding the fickleneis of opinion with which 
you accule me, I believe 1 (hall always contiiiue 
10 ihink fo. From all chat you have faid in your 
■ ibrmet letter, I am perfo<3)y fatisfied, if your fon 
has fenfe and genius, that you will make a great 
man of him: howev«r, permit me to tell you, I 
think I have remarked feme coniradidHons in your 
principles. You are convinced that happinefs con- 
iifta only in being of a quiet, peaceful mind ; and 
that rtrong paffions, even when gratitieJ, will not 
procure itj and yet, ntrtwithftanding thi* is your 
opinion, all your attentions and labours not cmly 
ferve to exalt and elevate the mind of j-our pupil, 
but alfo to warm his imagination, and kindle the 
fire of heroifm in his heart. No doubt you will 
iuccecd, but would it not be better to make him a 
happy man than a great man? Can it be vanity 
which makes you prefer fllining and dangerous 
qualifications to the more retired and milder vir- 
tues, which would enfure the repofc and happinefs 
of his life? 1 can fcarcely believe it; and you muft 
explain lo me what I have fo ill underftood, or 
what you have not fufficiendy informed me of. 
Your firft duty and fole end ought to be to labour 
for the happinefs of your child; he has already 
cbtaincd from nature and fortune every advantage 
which 
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which they can procure him.; let your care and 
refle<aions add to them all that he has a right to 
expeS from a father, who has lacrificed every 
thing for his improvement. 

You want to know if I have really broke off my 
connexions with Madame de Gerville. I hope fo, 

but However, I cannot anfwer for it ; Ihe 

was infupportable to me, and for a long time we 
have found out we did- not love each other; hay, 
we have even difcovered that we never did love. 
But her talents for intrigue were fometimes ufeful 
to me \ and as our difpute has been hurtful to her ; 
by making her lofe what little confideration fhe 
pofleifed, I imagitie (he already begins to wifli for 
a recondliation \ in which cafe I am fure I cannot 
help agreeing to it, at leaft in appearance. I met 
her two days ago, at a houfe ^yhcre we vifited 5 Ihe 
{dayed her part fo well, and (hewed fuch emotion 
at feeing me, that every body was duped by it ex- 
cept myfelf : but you will allow that it is neceflary 
to fubmit to thefe indired* advances if fhe repeats 
them. ' One thing alone would make me hefitate ; 
it is the certainty of giving great pain to Madame 
de Limcurs\ for if I may judge by the joy fhe ex- 
prefTed at our quarrel, which fhe did not hear of 
till the day before ycfierday, I fhould imagine flie 
was jealous : but why fhould fhe? Has fbe any 
right to be fo, confidering the manner in which we 
have always lived together ? I am as well convinced 
as you can be of the virtue of Madame de Ltmours^ 
but you know with what indifference fhe has always 
treated me, I am not ig^nor ant that women often 
give themfelves up to jealoufy without feeling any 
tender fentiments ; but it is not allowable for us. to 
indulge them in fuch a caprice. 

Farewell, 
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Farewell, my dear Baron ; write to mc as often ' 
as you can. Be alTured, all thofe plc^fures which 
you have given up, and which flil) remain to me» 
arc ROt To eliimablc as your correfponder 
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Anjiaerfrem thi Baron d*AImant te the Fifcaunt dt 

1 ES, my dear friend, my fon'5 happincfs Is tht 
thief duty, and file end of my life; this dear, and 
facred intereft, is the only one which animates me. 
I am going to fatisfy your frtendfliip, and I hope 
to clear up your doubts : I am perluaded that a re- 
ferved man, whofe notions are confined, can never 
be perftflly happy. He is rot to be pitied, becaufe 
he has no idea of a greater degree of happinefs: 
but it is not lefs true, that his fituation" is like that 
of a mere .vegetable, uniform and tircTome: he is 
deprived of.thofe lively and numerous pleafures, 
which arc refcrved for men of fuperJor taleriis. It 
is much lefs owing to our fenfes that we are happy, 
than to our ideas and refleilions. During our 
fleep, dreams have a natural power over our minds 
to afFeS us as much, or more, than even reality 
can do. But oblerve, it is terror in particular 
which makes the firrongeft imprcflions, becaufe the 
rtupificatina we are under makes us dill more fuf- 
ceptible of them, whilft pkafing dreams make only 
a trifling impreffion on our minds. Your dreams 
muft have a thmufind times reprefented to you en- 
chanted palaces, and hidden treafures, b'r. i^c. did 
^" thof- 
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tfiofe things overjoy you, or did they ever give you 
the pleaTure you feel at the firll rcprefentation of 
an opera f No, furelyi and why? Becaufe your 
imaginaiion is without adivity, and you have nei- 
ther underftanding, nor the power of refledVion. 
We fay every day, " Happinefs is mere matter of 
" opinion, and he who thinks himfelf happy, is 
" really fo." Is the Savage, who is reduced to 1 

live in a defart without' fociety, plcafures, or ideas, > 

then as happy as the enlightened Sage, whofe life ' 

is made, pleafing to him by ftudy, by friendftiip, 
and by benevolence? It would be abfurd to believe \ 

orfupport fuch an argument, Happinefs, as I have' I 

faid before, is offered to every honeft and reafona- i 

ble being: but the perfeift degree of it is only re— 
ferved for a very fmall number of men and even 
by thofe few it is very difficult to be found ; becaufe- 
there is only one path which leads to it, and the 
variety of opinions, prejudices, and falfe fyfleins 
generally conduct us to a contrary road : without 
ardour, and without aflivity, we cannot arrive at 
it. The Philofopher in his retreat, undeceived,. 
and unbialfed, is iiappy oidy by thefc twoprinciples;- 
he refleiSs deeply, and his thoughts are conftantly 
employed ; wifdom has fubdued his paflions, but 
has not weakened his fenfibility. If he had iievef 
experienced thofe p^fllons which he has learned to 
conquer; or if his mind had been deprived of that 
degree of energy which made him fufceptiblc, he 
would have had but an imperfeil knov/ledge of the. 
human heart; he would not talle the fweeteft of 
»1I pieafures, that which peace and reft offer us, 
after a glorious and obftinate conteft; in fine, he' 
would be iieither a Sage nor a Philofopher, nor , 



LETTERS 



1 



perfe>£Uy happy. This is the ft«e of happinciV 
which I have cuncelved : when, after an impeluouf 
youth, after having experienced all the traiifporia 
which glory, ambition, and love can infpire, one 
finds at length time and age moderating this eager 
enthuliafm of a young, ardent, and femible heart; 
and one enjoys with fatisfadtion the tranquillity 
which fucceeds fuch agitation. It is thus, that 
the eager traveller leaves his own country, cither 
through intereft or curiolity; crofles rocks, and 
cncounlers dangers; faligues, amufes, and ioftruAs 
himrdfi and iinds his courage flrengthaied, as he 
furvcys with delight countries new to him : in die 
end, when he returns back^ he blelTes the day which 
has brought hitn home : he finds an inexpreffible 
pleafurc in relating the hiftory of his long jour- 
neys -, he is charmed with the remembrance of, but 
he does not with to renew them. One rrnift be 
pofli:ffed of a virtuous nnind, to find, after the fub- 
iiding or the paflions, that peace To precious and 
fo dear. He who fufFers hiinfelf to be led into real 
crimes, has no right to expefi it; his elihauftcd 
and degraded mind will never know any thing but 
remorfe; inacceffible to foft emotions, to the ten- 
der fentiments of humanity, he will in vain lament 
the lofs of "his pleafures ; nothing will make amends 
for them, and he will become %Mifanthrope. His 
hatred and animofity will be extended over all na- 
ture ; and, being confumed with regret, difguft, 
a^id defpair, he will perhaps fhorten the term of his 
deplorable life. But you will fay, Is it not poiBbIc 
ta have flrong and lively palEons, without their 
leading us aftiay? Yes, certainly; and this is the 
work of a good education, a work which conGfts 
in teachi ig your fchglar to gain an empire over 
himfelf. 
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himfelf) and to i'nfpite him with a defire to make 
himfclf diftinguifhed, and with the love of glory. 
If thefe ideas arc ftrongly engraved in a young and 
fenfiWe mind, ihey will lay a foundation for his 
(uture condmft. Love, far from difgracing him, 
will only exalt his fentiments, and add (o his deli- 
e«cyj ambition will never fuffer him to be guilty 
of an unworthy affion t eager to make his nitiie 
illuftrious, and looking on the whole world as his 
}udge, he will readily Cicnfice, if necelTary, his 
inclinations and his pieafures to the ruling defire of 
deferving and obtaining a dazzling and mining re- 
putation: at firft perhaps he may only be virCuons 
by (yftem, or by vanity, but in the end he will 
praaice virtue by cuflom and inclination. In the- 
piefent fyftcm, all thcfe ideas are confounded toge- 
ther. Have you- not feen perfons at Court ftiled 
ambitious, who are only guided by the meaneft and 
vileft intereft ? Avarice and luft are the fecret and 
fhameful alternatives, by which a part of our people 
of rank are guided. True ambition makes Heroes 
and great men: itdefpifes riches, and difdains«ven- 
honours, if they are not the reward of merlrorJous 
a£tions ; ambition labours for glory, and for pofte- 
rity, and in an age where virtue is no longer be- 
loved for its own fake, it leads to thofe a(lo;iifliing 
facriiices, ihofe unheard-of aiflions, never to be 
forgotten, which Hiitory records. Thus then, if 
you would have your fcbolar make a diiiinguiJhed 
figure in the world " you niuft warm his imagina- 
" tion and elevate his mind,'* But if he is con- 
fined in his ideas, if he is of a gloomy, favage, or' 
capricious temper, you muft avoid this mode of 
education, which will either make him a fool or a 
^^^Ute, For ejiample, the education of the laft 
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Czar, which con'ifted in infpiring him with mili- 
tary ideas only, might have made a Conqueror as 
well as a Sovereign of him, had he been born with 
ienfe and courage; whereas it only ferved to make 
him more foolifh and ridiculous. Charles rheXIIth, 
that glorious King of Sweden, whofc valour ren- 
dered even his follies glorious, fliould have poffefled 
lefs ardour, or more genius. If he had had lefs 
•nthufiafm, his name might not have hecn fo cele- 
brated, but would have been more truly great. It 
is necellary then, if I may fo fpeak, to " adapt the 
*' education," of your pupil to his charai5ter and 
difpofition ; attending only to foften his manners, 
and to keep his mind calm and tranquil, if he has 
but a moderate {bare of underflanding ; and to 
,raife and elevate his mind, in proportion to the 
merit and talents you perceive in him. This is the 
difficult and delicate point on which all depends, 
and which requires the greaceft difcernment and 
conflant attention. He may eafily become a great 
man, without being endowed with fuperior fcnfe 
and genius, provided he has courage, at) elevated 
mind, and a found judgment. I will explain to 
you in my next, the majiner in which you ouglit 
to ftudy the ditpofition of a child ; and at what age 
you may begin to j udge what he will be afterwards. 
1 perceive with great concern, my dear Vifcount, 
you are going to renew your conneiHion with Ma-" 
dame dt GervUlt ; you arc fenfible your wife will be 
trulyafflifled at this news, yet you cannot facrifice 
to her a friendfhip already broken, and which is fo 
little neceffary to the happinefs of your life. Thus 
it is, that cuftoai has as much power over you, as 
the moft violent palEons can have : how neceflary 
then 
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^V LETTER XIX. ^H 

^" From the laiju ta the fame, ^^^ 



then is it, to take up thofe only which are good 1 
Adieu, my dear Vifcount ! 1 will not allow myfelf 
10 make any more refieftions at prefcnt, for I per- 
wive they will only be at your expence. 
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Fram the fame ta the fame, 

OUR laft letter has fo entirely put an tnd to 
the fcg|£ 1 had of wearying you with fo many par- 
ticulars rektive to education, that 1 Ihall make no 
lore apologies on the fubjeiS. I have already 
lewn you, of what Importance it is to have a per- 
^e& knowledge of the temper, inclinations, and 
extent of the underftanding of your fcholar, fo as 
to correct the defers he may have received from 
Nature, and to be in a flate as muth as poffible to 
forefee to what degree of merit he may arrive : and 
now I am going to point out the means, by which 
you may acquire this knowledge. It Is necefiary 
to attend to the child's difpofition, from the time it 
can fpeak ; if he (hews no attachment to thofe who 
have the care of him, he will afford you very few 
motives for hope. But we may expeii a great deal 
from a child, whoexpreflcs fenfibility, and a hvely 
tafte for the amufements procured him: follow hiiD 
in his fports, and be allured, if he purfues.them 
eagerly, and does not foon grow tired with them, 
you will one day or other find him capable of great 
application; and you may eaGly give him an incli- 
iwcion for ftudy. When he is five years old, often 
converfc 
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converfe with him, not to inftruft him, but to 
make yourfelf acquainted with his difpofitlan; but 
take care he does not fii/pe£t your inrcmions; for 
then he will not anfwer iiigenuoufly the queftions 
you put to him. Seem only to talk for the fjke of 
talking, and do not appear to pay any great atten- 
tion to what he lays, and notwithfta tiding his child- 
ilhncfp, you wjli eafily difcover whether his ideal 
arc at all arranged, and if he has ftrcngth of judg- 
ment. In fine, as Mansaignt (ays, fpeaking of a 
Tutor: 

" I would not have him the only talker; he 
« ftiould hear his fchohr fpeak in his turn. It is 
« ncceHary to make him trot, before he cadkdge 
»« of his pace." 

I fcarcely ever faw a child born with any fenfe, 
who was not pleafbd with comparing new objeits 
with thofe he was already acquainted with: how- 
ever trifling thefe comparifons may be, if they arc 
juft, they will infallibly prove that he has tafte 
and judgment. Children are natutally talkative, 
which foible, according to the manner in which 
it fbewB itfelf, proves either that they have fenfe, 
or that they want it. A child, who cannot even 
by fear be kept from talking, but will converfe 
with every body, without diftinflion, and never 
waita to be anfwered, will pr^ably one day be 
mean and tircfbme. But he, who only Ipeaks to 
Ihofe he is acquainted with, and is filent before 
ftrangers; prattling only to his relations and 
friends, and at the fame time takes great pleafurc 
in liflentng to others; this child will ceitainly 
have good fenfe. In ihorl, I am of opinion, that 
after having made thefe obfervations, if one has 
iver quitted the child, or if the difcwcry of the 
child's 
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^^^r child's reafon hns not been delayed by illnels, or 

^^V by the wcaknds of his conrtitution, we maj", at 

^^1 fix or feven years old, begin to form a certain 

^^K~ judgment of his temper and difpofition, Rsuffeau 

^^V has faid with great judgment, '* that a man born 

^B « naturally good, <f he is left to himfelf, will a). 

^^ " ways remain fo." I am not of this opinion. A 

man left to himfelf will naturally be revengeful, 

eonfequently will neither polTefs greainefs of mind, 

nor gencrority. Montaigne's fenltments are very 

■ different from Rauffeaii's, when he fays, *' Nature 
" has, I fear, attached foine inftiri^of inhumanitv 
" to man ; no one takes pleafure in feeing beafts 
" plaj^ng with, and careffing each other ; no one 
*' therefore fliould take any in feeing them tear 
" each other to pieces." But iliis is not becaufe 
men are cruel, but becaufethey are compaffionate ; 
chey want to be moved, and, to efcape from Jan - 
gour, they feck for violent agitations ; this is the 
reafon people frequent public executions, and go to 
fee Tragedies ; were we infenfible, wc ftiould not 
^^_ ■ go to either. Man is born with defefls and vices, 
^K ' butheisborn withfenfibility; and if Nature feldooi 
^^F Jbrms a tender or compaffionate heart, at leaft, it 
docs not prpduce one which is abfolutely without 
pity. There is no example ofachildhavinga new 
nurfe, who does not weep and regret for the firft : 
if therefore the feeds of fenfibility are to be found 
in mankind, and they become afterwards obdtirare 
and cruel, without any particular vice cither of 
head or heart, it is evident that this unfortunate per- 
fon has been corrupted by education. In fine, it is 
a comfortable reflexion for all Tutors, that all the 
bad qualities children Oiew in their infancy, may 
be of no bad confequence in future, becaufe a good 
education 
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education tray mend them ; whilft on the contrary, 
for the lame reafon, we may place a firm dependance 
on the virtues they promife. 

I — i 

^f LETTER XX. ^H 

^^Fnmibe Baron ^Almane to the Vifcount de Limours.,'^ 

X OU aflc me, my dear Vifcount, how I (hall 
proceed in order to give my fon that true colirage, 
which is fo eflential a quality in every man, and 
above all in a foldier ? Ciiftom familiarizes one to- 
the moft frightful and dangerous things. If the 
ufe of fire was unknown to us, to what a degree,, 
the firft time we faw it, fhould we be alarmed by. 
its dcftruftive qualities, when we found a fingle 
fparlc fufficient to deftroy a whole town ! What 
precautions (hould we make ufe of in keeping it, 
in our houfcs ; and what terror would a firebrand ^ 
falling on the floor, or a lighted candle on a table- % 
covered with papers, caufe in us ! We feel no- 
thing of this, however, becaufe cuftom' has inured 
us to it i though we are not fo indifferent about 
things of infinitely lefs confequence. For example 
the generality of women have an invincible aver- 
fion to fpiders, toads, fnakes, l^c. whilflr the fight 
of ihefe creatures make no kind of impreffion on 
the mind of the moft timid country girl, becaufe. 
they meet with fuch things continually. The 
country, where people are leaft afraid of lightning, 
\f precifely that, where it does moft mifchict^ 
Ire- 
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I remember, in going from Rome to Naples, I 
flept in a Convent, on which the lightning falls 
regularly two or three times a year j that very 
night there was a dreadful ftorm, and I obferved 
the Monks paid no more attention to it than if 
they had not heard it. I faw all the environs of 
Mount Vefuvius ftripped of their verdure, and 
covered with lava ; frightful and memorable re- 
mains of this moft dreadful of plagues ! Yet on 
this very lava, 1 faw a number of houfes built, 
even at the foot of the mountain, and touching ort 
that formidable place, which carries death in its 
bofdm. The owners of thefe lands trample under 
iheir feet the a{hes of the unfortunate inhabitants 
of Pompeia i they have before their eyes the ruins 
of this buried city, and yet they are ihemfelves 
much nearer to Vefuvius. After all thefe reflec- 
tions, I have endeavoured, as much as poflible, to 
familiarize my children to thofe things which 
create terror and difguft. In their infancy we ac- 
cuflomed them to look at, and even to touch fpi- 
ifers, frogs, and mice. It was necedary only to 
'i^ them the example; they foon wilhcd to have 
'«icm, and to bring them up ; and I have feen 
Adelaide weep at the death of her favourite frog, 
with as itiuch grief as if (he had loft the moft de- 
lightful Canary-bird. When it has thundered, 
every body near them has cried out, looking at 
the clouds, and the lightning, what a beautiful 
fight .' And the children ufed to go, and fit at the 
windows, to contemplate this beautiful andfubltme 
fight ; and were much pleafed with it. Since I 
came hither, I have placed in a gallery, through 
which Adilaidt ajid 7heodsre pafs, a glafs-cafe, in 
which there is a (kektoji, and fome other anato- 
mical preparations : but I did not let them fee 
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this without preparing thein for it ; for I though* - 
it n?cefljrj to prevent their being terrified, as Or 
bad jinpielBon is vtry difficult to deft roy. This 
was the method 1 made ufe of; one ijay at din- 
ner, I faid aloud, that I had been putting in order 
the different pieces of anatomy, whith had been 
i(nt to me from Paris; Monlieur £ Aimeri (who 
had received his inftrui£tions) immetliaiely began 
telling us, that the ftudy of anatomy wai very m- 
terefting and curious ; and added, that he had 
fuch a palEon for this fcience, that he had had 
for two years his htd chamhtr tntireiy Jilttd tuitb 
JkthliiH!. The children entjiiired what they were, 
and after we had explained this to them, Jdelatdt 
(aid, a flceleton muft be a very frightful thing i 
TOf more fi than a thoufand ether things, replied 
Madame d'Almane : far inflame^ Vie China bahoan 
pu have in yauf chfit ; we then dropped the fub- 
\cSt. After dinner I was aflied to (hew my glafs^ 
cafe; wc went into the galicry, and the children 
came of their own accord, and neither fhewcd 

rfttiprife nor difguft at feeing the (kekton ; and 
*"""Ta tijis ttmp ihey have continually palTed thiough 
gaHfVy, without even imagining it pofliblc to ■ 

"Ke afraid of a fkeleton. I frequently tell themftones 
of travellers, for which children have a particular 
liking ; and 1 give them the moft.fuperb defcription 
of tcmpcfts, in order to excite their curiofity, more 
than their fears. I add, that even fbipwredts are not 
truly dangerous to thofc who can fwim ; ami Thei- 
dore fays, he will learn to fwim, and that he (hall 

^ be very forry, when he takes a voyage, not to 
"ie a temped. It is impoffible to conceal from 
hi Id ten the dangers which furrouiid mankind 
I every aflion of their lives'; falfchood can 
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^^Hjlever be of any ufe ; for if your pupil once dif- 
^^FCovers, that you have concealed the tiiitb from 
^^ Km, you lofc his confiJencc for ever. I would 
Have my fon know, that he may be drowned in 
the fea, killed in battle, iffc. i^c. But I would 
not have hira look upon danger .with the exagge- 
ration which fear, and an aftaniihed apprchenhon 
l^vc it : wta|p one does not fee the danger greater 
:ally is, one finds refources in one's own 
^ild to draw one out of it. Every man whofe 
KlUcation has not fpoiled himi has this kind of 
lurage, which he receives with his breath, as 3 

, (ceflary infiind for his prefervation. The coward, 

who lofes his fenfes on the appearance of danger, is 

only a being corrupted and degraded. Nature will 

beftow on your pupil all that courage and prefence 

of mind, which wjl be necdTary for him to defend 

himftif, when attacked ; be it your part, to infpire 

him with generous fentimenis, and he will defend 

\i\% compamart \ give iiim a fenfe of honour, and be 

will defend his country. Lech and Rm/ffcau, havo 

B^ both faid, " That you (hould never pity children 

^^K^* when they fall down or hurt themfelves" In 

^H^'tny opinion, this method &ould only be purfued till 

^^ they are three or four years old, at which time they 

require (boihing, and without which you run the 

rifk of hardening their hearts ; I think therefore^ 

when they fuffer by any misfortune or accident, 

they ougilf IQ be pitied, and praifed for their Cpu- 

rage if they do not complain : but if they fcream 

and cry violendy, I would appear to difregard them, 

and let them fee, that your contempt ilifles your 

compaffion. As in evei^ thing elfe, fo Jt is in this ; 

you yourielf muft fet the example; M you cannot 

(uffer pain or illnefs wi^thout complaining every 

moment. 
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moment, all yciu can fay about fortituilc and cou- 
rage will make little iinpreflion. Madame ^ Al- 
mane-, four days ago, gave her children a leflbn oa 
this fubjefl, which was of more ufe than all the 
(ermons in the worlJ ; you love Madame d'Almane. 
for that extreme tendernefs fhe ihews for her chil- 
dren ; therefore 1 Ihall oinit none of the particulars 
of the fccne I am going to mentionT which was 
really as alarming as it was interelling. Monfieur 
d'Aimtri, Madame de VatmanU and her fon were 
with us : after dinner, we were all in the faloon ;. 
Madame d Almani, feated by Madame Valmml on. 
a fopha, held Adelaide in her lap ; when Theodorf-f. 
willing to receive fomc of his mother's carefTes,. 
went foflly behind her, and haftily feized one of 
her arms, which he drew towards him; at that 
moment a fiream of blood ran from her arm, and 
covered Adtlaide's face and her frock, who as foon 
as flie faw it, fcreamed dreadfully, and fainted 
away on her mother's bofom ; poor Tljesdere^, 
drowned in tears, threw himfelf on his knees j 
we all ran to Madame d'Almane, who cried out,, 
Adelaide ! Adelaide ! it is Jhe who vjants afftjlante j. 
and refufei] to give me her arm, wildly repeating ' 
the name of Adelaide ! The truth was, ihe had 
been blooded that morning, without telling any 
body of it ; and Theodore by feieing and ftretching 
out her arm, had untied the bandage, i^hich oc- 
cafipned this accident. Madame de Falmsnt look 
care ai Adelaide^ whilil Monfieur if' Atmeri-, and I, 
fallened the bandage on Madame d' Almant'% arm ; 
though not without much cUfhculty, as (he had toll 
her fenfes, was pale, and trembling ; and being 
agitated with the moft frightful convulfive moll- 
is, had her eyes fixed on her daughter, and nei- 
ther 
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iher regarded our attentions to her nor poor Theo- 
dore, who knelt fobbing at her feet. At length, 
Adelaide recovered her fcnfes, opened her eyes, and 
called to her mother, who flew immediately to her, 
took her in her arms, and embraced her a thoufaiid 
times, £hedding a flood of tears \ we furrounded 
them, and Jiflened to their converfation with as 
much emo^iV as pleafure : when fuddeiily, ob- 
ferving T'itfoii'rf wasnot amongftus, I turned my 
head, and faw him landing by himfelf in the 
place his mother had juft quitted ; no longer on 
his knees, or in tears, but fixed immoveabfy, his 
eyes dry, and having a countenance on which em- 
barrafTment, vexation, and forrow, were equally 
painted. His ^eart, till then fo calm and inno- 
cent, received, at that moment, the firft, the fatal 
imiireOions of envy and jealoufy. He was no 
longer the fame child, full of innocence and can- 
dour ; fo fweet, fo frank, fo tender ; injuftice^ 
perhaps diflimulation and hatred, had juft entered 
into bis mind, and bad they not been quickly 
banifhed, they would have taken the deepeft root 
there. I loft not a moment in making Madame 
■^.^/ntj»< acquainted with my apprehenfions ; flie 
immediately begged all the company to leave her ; 
then approaching Theodare, without feeming to 
obferve bis trouble and confufion, (he embraced 
him tenderly, and made him fit down by her, 
taking both her children's hands, and addrel%|g 
lierfelf t^^e : is it not true, faid Qic, that I am 
a happy mother, and much beloved ? My poor 
theodore, whtt has he not fufFered ! But refume 
your gaiety, my love, added (he, kifling him, your 
mother and fifter are now perfeflly recovered. At 
•there words, Tbtodtret ftill forrowful, though 
M foftenedt 
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foftened, leaned on his mother's Ihoulder, loolccd 
aC his iifter with tears in his eyes, and Immediately 
Jdfied her, but lighed deeply at the fame time ; and 
OU) my dear girl) continued Madame d'AImane, 
hope when you are oider, fa year hence, perhaps) 
au will be able, like your brother, to unite courage 
withfenfibility. Here Theo/hrt raifedhishead, asif 
endeavouring to find out whether Ihewas in earned ; 
he then embraced her, and redoubled his tears. It 
is true, taid I, fmiling, women have long been re- 
.praached for their aptnefs to faint, and not without 

asotlbn, as it is a proof of weaknefs But, 

^pa, it is bccaufe I love my mamma, faid Adelaidty 
'mtbchi^rin. . . . I love your mamma, interrupted 
1, as much as you can do, and fo dlies Thesdsre^ yet 
TBC neither of us fainted. As 1 finiftied thefc 
word') Theadart threw himfelf on his filler's neck, 
crying, OA, peifa^, hmj you grieve hir / At that 
inonient Madame d' /ilmang looked at me, and gave 
■fclc ber band, which I bathed with the fweeteft 
I ever flied in my life. When we had com- 
fcrced Adelaide, who had really been afflifled, the 
cfaildren afked their mother, why (he had been ' 
JUooded ? Becaufe, ftid (he, I have had for this 

'ght a moft intoleratle headach This 

irtnight, mamma, and you never meiftioned it \ 
.... What good would it have done, repeating 
'Wery moment, haw my head aches / I'(houid have 
(hewn great weaknefs, tired every body, and com- 
plaining would have done me no good. i* 

But, mamma, you did not even Jook as if you 
fufFcrod pain ; and you taught me my lefTons as 

nfiial You will never, my love, find me 

n^leftan employment fo dear to mc for fo trifling 

- matter. You fee, my friend, what excellent 

^ leffons 
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iflbns of courage were contained in thofe few 

ivordsi and thcfe arc the kind of leflbns which are 

aJly ufeful. After this converfatioii, Madame 

WAlmane CDtrcaied Moniicur d'Airnrri, and Ma- 

hme Falmoiit, not to commend AdehiiU for that 

tnfibilityi which made hei fdint : forinfuft, thefe 

raifes may, by her wiihing to obtain them agaii\ 

(ccaiion aSe£tacion ajid hypocrily : you fhould not 

firaife children for their lively and quick dcmonflca* 

5 of fenfibilityi but for their habitual and con* 

proofs of duty and fwecinefs of temper. 

kdieu, my dear Vifcount ; it is midnight, an un- 

Onrfiil hour at B Caftle. I quit you togft 

bed, for I muft rife again before day. — 
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Prem the Bannefs J" Jimarti, ta Madame D'OJiaSt^ 



A OU afford me great pleafiire, my dear child, 
by the accounts you give me of the attention you 
pay to your health. In your prefent fitnation, it 
is an indifpenfable duty, though unfortunately in 
thefe times, it is not thought fo. Remember what 
your opinion was of a Lady who was ordered by 
her Phyjaan to keep her chamber for four months, 
for fear me (hould mifcarry; flie declared. Such 
Muiien did not agrre with her ■vivacity^ and by that 
agretahle mvacity Jhe lojl her chi/d. You then 
thought the iruft h»vc had a very bad heart to be 
capable of fucb imprudent condufl, and a worfe 
" « under- 
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vnderftanding to fuffer it to be mide known. I 
yn charmed that you ftill maintain this opinion ; 
and that, notwithftanding falhion aud example^ 
ij^u will not fil up laie, or fatigue yourielf by 
iConftant vifiting or travelling far in a carriage. 
In regard to the defire you have had for fuckling 
your child. I have fome obfcrvations to make, 
which require me to be particular. You appear to 
be much f^ruck with all that Rauffiau fays on this 
fubjei£t i among other things he (ays, " She who 
" fuckles the child of another perfon inflead of her 
*' own, is a bad mother ; how then can (he be a 
" good nurfe ?" This obfervation of his has given 
you great relmSance to truft " your child to the 
*' cares of an interefled and mercenary woman." 
But you do not conitder, this woman only deprives 
her infant of milk, to enfure him bread, or at leall 
to provide him with thofe necelTaries, of which, 
without this facrifice, he would ftand in need. So 
far from being a bad mother, (he has, on the con- 
trary, flicwed herfelf to be poffefl'ed of real tcnder- 
nefs. Nature has undoubtedly impofed on us the 
plcafing obligations we arc under to fuckle our 
children ; and we ought not to difpenfe with it, 
but when we are obliged by (till more etTential 
duties. If your hufband does not oppofe It, and 
iff without hurting his intereft or his fortune, you 
can confine yourfelf to your own family for a 
twelvemonth, eighteen months, or perhaps two 
years, you ought not to hefitate ; indeed, you 
would be very wrong not to fuckle it. "^ut you 
will fay, I fee that every woman who fuckles her 
child goes out vifiting to public places, and to 
Court, and weans her children at eight or nine 
montii' olii *1 am icnGble of all this, and even 
— know 
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know many who go to balls, and dance at them ( - 
I meet tliem every where drefll'd wilh large hoopsi 
ftiftened ftays, &c. Stc. Do you think that the 
children of thefc elegant nurfes would not be much 
happier in a cottage, with a good careful country- 
woman to attend them ? You are acquainted with 
a relation of mine, Madame </V——i if you with 
to be a good nurfe, you mud imitate her; you 
mull hvc a retired life, taking great care of your 
health, and never going abroad but for exertifej 
receiving no vifits but thofe of relations or intimate 
friends, and dstermine not to wean your child till 
theftate of its health, the advancement of its teeth 
and its ftrength, will permit it to be done with 
iafety. I remember, one winter I often dined at a 
houfe where I conftantly met with a young Lady 
who fucklcd her child i {he was perfeiSly well 
drelTed, and in the moft faOiionable ftylc; (he 
fcarcely was fcated before flie began to talk of her 
chiid i and'we direiUy heard the Ihriil cries of an 
infant in Twaddling clothes, whom they brought to 
her wrapt up in a rich mantle, and the mother gave 
it fuck before feven or eight Gentlemen. I,ob- 
fefved the men laugh and whifper to each other; 
this fcene appeared to me to be diflrelTing, as well 
as indecent. 1 frequently went from thence to 

Madame i/'y^ , who fulfilled the fame duty with 

that model! fimplicity which true virtue always 
ufes, even in her moft fublime anions ; for we are 
only proud of doing whaE is right, in proportion 
to the efforts it cofts us, and the little pleafure we 

derive firom it; I found Madame eJ'^r in the 

midft of her family »jid friends; and I experienced 
the fweeteft emotion in feeing her with her infant 
her arms; that infant, for whofe fake fhe Uvi 
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Jacrificed without difficulty, and without vanity, 
the gay world, and all the pleafures it offers. 
There is certainly no fight more interefting or 
je(pe&a.b]e, than to fee a beautiful young woman 
Ailfilling the firft duties of nature; for what flie 
310W does for her child, who does not fo much as 
know hcfj proves w hat (he will be capable of doing 
one day for him, when ihe enjoys the happinefs of 
being beloved by him, and when fhe has allured to 
herfelf more right to his lendernefs: but, my dear 
daughter, refledt on tbe oumerous obligations you 
bring on yourfelf by determining to fuckle your 
child; and remember, it is better not to impofe on 
^^^ yourfelf fuch a duty, than to fulfill it imperfefllt 

W' 

^^m^^i Saronefs iPAlmanf, it the Vifcountefs dt' 
^^B meuri. 

^^^JNO, my dear friend, \ do not perceive the 

^^ approach of winter with gritf and ttrror ; on the 

contrary, 1 thank Heaven, I (hall not be obliged 

to catch told in the road to Verfailles, or in ihc 

'__ ftreets of Paris j I Ihall not receive vilitors, who 

tirefome as they are idle ; nor Ih.ill I hear , 

luclt and'Piccini, * both of whom 1 admire fo , 

, continually taten to pieces ! Inftead ef 

things, I now only go abrcj-" fir pleafiire 

Jind for health i I wear only a njflt and convenient 

' Two celcbrUd performcn Ata ti. Parl^ 
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drefs, and only atTociate with people whom I love. 
If you were here, who (houlJ I wifh for more, or 
what could be wanting to my happinefs ! 1 alTure 
you, for thefe eight months, that I have left Paris, 
I never paiTcd a day without congratulating myfelf 
on the refolution I have taken, and at the fame time 
reflecting with pain, that the fame duties which 
brought me here, will oblige me in three years to 
return to Paris. 

I have a favour to aflc of you, my dear friend ; 
I think I told you Madame dc ValTTumi has a filter, 
who is a nun. But before 1 tell you what I wiQi 
of you, I will relate to you the hiftory of this un- 
fortunate young Lady ; Madame de Vaimsnt ac- 
quainted me with it laft uight, and I am fure you 
will join with me in being deeply interefted for 
her.' Monf. fAtmer'i had four children i Cecilia, 
who was the youngeft, was only three .years old 
when flie loft her mother ; fhe was educated in a 
convent in the country, 2nd did not come out of 
it till flie was thirteen, when ihe attended the nup- 
tials of hereldeft fifter, Madame d'Olcy, who, as 
foon as Ihe was married, immediately fet out for 
Paris. Cecilia remained in the country with her 
^ther and her fecond fifter, who was three years 
older than herfelf and who was foon after mar- 
ried to Monf. Vabnanti and at the end of two years 
fettled in Languedoc ; Ihe was itrongly attached 
to Cecilia, whofc amiable qualities, both of perfon 
and mind, were equally intereAing ; and what 
made her ftill more fo, was, that Die had the mif- 
Ibrtune not lo be loved by her father. On the eve 
"■^T M^amc de Fiilmml'^ departure, the two fifters 
Ted the night together in lamenting their fepa- 
' When day-light appeared, Qcilia-, bathed 
E a in. 
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^^^jo tears, threw herfclf into the arms of her filler 
^^F ajid preifing her to her bolbm, cried out, '^ Oh I 
^Hk "my only friend and fupport ' iu an hour's time 
^B •' I (hall lofe you ; what will become of me in 
^^k ** your abfence ? Who will cxcufe me to my fa- 
^^B /" Iher ? Who will endeavour to coiiijucr his aver- 
»- ** fioii to me ' You are the onlj one in the worid 
" who loves the poor CetUia ! Oh, my filter, my 
" dear tifter ! when you leave me, what will be- 
*' come of me ?" Indeed the unfortunate CteiSa 
had but too much reafon to lament her fate. Her 
£Iler was no fooner departed, than her falher fent 
her back lo the convent where fhe had been 
brought up : ihe was Sixteen years old when fhe 
^^^ j^lurned to that place, from whence Ibc was never 
^^K iDpre to come back ! Monf- irAiuuri^ wholly ein- 
^^Vxloyed in the eftablilhni ent af his onJy fon, w6nt 
^^K'^ Paris; and fome months afcer, CtdUa was in- 
^^1 ^rmed (he had no otlier alternative givea her, but 
^^Kjtotake the veil. Too gentle, ana too timid to 
^^( ^eppofe .the will of a father fo abfolute, flie obeyed 
^^■without j-cfi^ance, and without murmuring ; but 
^^B'iier heart was no longer free ; (he loved, and wa& 
^^Vli^loved 1 but flie was flill ignor^uit of the fenti- 
^^pteents. (he felt. In giving up the world, flis 
^■•itfiought it was her filter only ivhofe lofs Ihe re- 
^^V.sretted ; her tears were given to frieiidlhip, when 
^^^^gs I Ic was love which made them flow ! A young 
^^^■Jbani the Chevalier di MurviiUj a relation of Monf. 
^^Hj^y^mfri, was thejobjedt of this unfortunate paf- 
^^^Hon; and he poireflbd all thofe virtues and amiable 
^^^K^alities which Jullificd hec choice. His mother 
^^^Es(d been Tome years retired from the world, and 
^^^Bived on a fma!] ellate about ten leagues from the 
^^^KBnrJWIt> wllCM Ctiilii rcfided. The year of her 
^^^^Ki^^^^^v* novicUtc 
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kvkiate wrs almoll eUpred, and the day wns Toon 

I arrive, when flie was to make that dreadful en- 

igement, which mult never be broken ! 

That very day, her inhuman father had fixed 

Bion for the celebration of his fon's nuptial^ at 

Tiris, where he was giving himfelf up to tranfports 

kf joy, whilft his unhappy daughter was completing 

It the age of fevejiteen Iter miferable facilfice. 

At length it is finiflicd. Cecilia no longer lives for 

.be world ; and the gloomy walls which indofe 

I'lier, are the bounds which obftriuSl her future 

dicity. 

The evening after her profeflior, a melTenger oi>- 

xfeback defired to fpeak with her from Madame 

' Murville^ on an affair of the greateft confe- 

l^ence : (he went to the parlour, and the man 

rcfented her wkh a letter, telling her, that a foot- 

tfn of Madame de Alurvil/c's had fet out the even- 

g before, with cxprcfe orders to (deliver the lettei* 

__flie fame day ; but that two leagues from the 

'Convent he had had the misfortune to fail from his 

horfe and to break his leg. A long fainting fie 

had followed this accident ; but fome countrymen 

had brought him lo the farmer's houfe, who now 

informed her of this misfortune ; and that the man 

had not recovered his fcnfcs till the next day, 

when he gave the letter to the farmer, who promif- 

cd to deliver it. In faying thefe words, hegavethe 

letter to Cecilia, who inflanrly flew to her ch'anjber 

to read it^ (he opened it with the greateft emotion, 

which was infinitely more encreafed, when fte faw 

it was written by Monf, dc MurvilU. This letter, 

which Cecilia thought herfelf obliged to give to 

Madame t/e P'alrjtnnt, and which ftie permitted me 

to copy, was written in thele terms : 

Frsm 
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''* What, to-morrow ! ... is it then to- 
row ? .... I caiinoc finifli .... My 
cannot pronoiinccihefe dreadful words ! — CtcUia, 
ft is no longer time to diflemble— What then 
could you nei'er read ic in my heart ? — Alas, in 
happier days, I dared to flatter myfelf fomctimes 
that your heart w?a not infenfible. I opened all 
my foul to that inhtiman father, who has fecrificed 
you. He deprived mc of all hope, and I con- 
demned myfelf to filencc. Ah, if I could have 
fort-feeii tne tyranny they were exercifiiig againft 

you ! No, my Ctcdia^ you Ihould not have 

been the viflim of it. In fpite of the cruel 
father, who banilhed you, in fpite of the family 
who forfake you j nay, even in fpite of ycurfclf, 
I fliould have found means to have delivered you 
from the defliny prepared for you. But, far 
difVant from you, in a foreign country, I was 
ignorant of the misfortune, and had no fufpicion 
of it. I received a letter, informing me my 
mother was dangeroufly ill ; I inftantly left 
Spain, and arrived here, ; what dreadful misfor- 
tunes attended my return ! I found my mother 
at the laft extremity ; and I was informed Cecilia 

was juft going to take the veil That inftant 

) what a degree I loved 

intercfiing as dear to me, Na- 
Plure and Friendlhip betray you, but love flill 
^ remains, 1 alone will be your father, friend, 
p brother; I will be your defender, your deliverer ; 

my Cecilia ! your hulband Since you 

■ A arc yet free, you are mine ; your relations have 
^'broken every tic that united you; you belong 
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o one but me — Yes ! I fwear to devote my 
' life to you: an oalli, which doubtlefs, is as 
*" fie red, and more agreeable to the Supreme 
' Being, than that which you are about to take— 
''i All ! pity mr, for not being ubie to Sy to you— 
• If you knew what my heart feels on this ac- 
) count .... but my mother is dying ; and if I 
S was capable of leaving her, fliould 1 be worthy 
I'of. you ? However .... if this lett'.r cannot 
''perfuade you ; if yiiu flill perfift i-n this dreadful 
jiurpofe ! .... I tremble: this iiiea alone ten Js 
%iny heart and overturns my reafon. Liftcn to 

, Cidlh rftill refpeathe cruel author of 

r fate You are free : but if you have 

; the weaknefs to obey him, from that moment, I 
f (hall no longer acknowledge him as youe father : 
*■ I (hail only regard him as a deteftable tyrant . . . 
' And, at lead, I will not die without being rc- 
'. vcnged. For his own fake tiien, dare to rcfiftf 
^ himj or this trembling hand, that now writes to 
' youi this hand, guided by hatred and defpaii', 
vill pierce the heart of the monfter v ' 



' facrifice 



Let 



1 keep his fortune, and 



' refeiwe his afFeflion for his fon; Jet him difin- 
' herit you; what does it fignify tome; let me 
' but have Ctcilia, and I will be the mofl fubmif- 
< five, the moft grateful, and ihe happieft of his 
' cliildren. Oh Ceulia ! 1 fled from you, I en- 
' deavoured to forget you, and thefe vain^ftbrts 
' have only fcrved to convince me that I cannot 
' live without you. I dare believe you efteem me 
' enough to truft to my hands the care of your 
' happinefs and reputation. I only require from 
' you the courage of declariLig, you cannot take 
' the vow^ i I wiJ! undertake tlie lefl j and will 
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" only fee you, to lead you to that altar, where chp 
'* moft holy and gentle ties ftall unite us for ever— 
" I can depend on the man, who brings this letter; 
" I am certain you will receive it this evening ; and 
" I cannot think you will be infenfible to its con- 
" tents; yet a dreadful hcavinefs oppreffes my 

" heart ; hitter tears run down my cheeks Oh, 

•' Cecilia, my dear Ciciiia ! Take pity on my 
" fituation ; do not prepare for yourfeif eternal 
*' regrets ; remember, that you arc but feventeeji 
" years old : ah .' prcferve your liberty ; though you 
" fliould not live for me \ — I wait for your anfwer 
" as for the feiitcnce which is to fix my deftiny !" 

■^ The Chtvalierde MusviLLE; 

m 

^^ Imagine, if it is pollible, the fituation of the 

* 'flnhappy' Cm7<n on reading this letter ! She is then 

only informed fhe is beloved, and this in fo tender 

and pailionate a manntr, w!ien fhe is irrecoverably 

luft r She had not till then difcovered even her own 

fentimentj a few hours fooner that letter might 

have chanced her lot, anii infured her felicity ; but 

to receive the letter now, was only adding weie-ht 

to her misfortunes ! — R-— -"- ^ ■ 

pair, p^^J- • -_.,>..Ee, affliction, and def- 

,-uc nCr ftltpid and "motionlefs ; a dreadful 

palene?s covered her. face j a death-like coldnefs 

Vftemcd to freeze her heart ; deprived of the powers 

Bl^ refleaion, (lie, however, feels all the horror of 

" ir deftiny, and (he knows (he has no hope left but 

_Meath. At length, by degrees, recovering from 

-jAe lethargy (he was in, (he caft wlM and eager 

ffcoks around her; every objea which encompalfed 

■ X only reminded her of her misfortunes, and of 

e facrificc (he hud made. Sht caft her eyes on l 
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table, where her long and beautiful hair, * which 
had been cut ofF previoufly to her taking the vows, 
had been placed. At the fight of it (he trembles ; 
an inexpreffible impulfe of paflion, mixed with ter- 
ror, grief, and fury, tears her foul and diftraffcs her 
reafop. She rifes haftily, and cries out, " What 
" then, is there n6 means of extricating myfelffrotri 
** the dreadful abyfs into which I am fallen ? Can- 
" not I fty . . . . Cannot I efcape ? But what do 

•^ I fay, great God ? What a horrible idea ! Oh, 

•* unfortunate Cecilia ! It is now that you mull: die !'* 
In finiftiing thefe words,^ flic fell back in her chair, 
and burft into a flood of tears. She foon takes up 
the fatal letter again, and reads it : every line, every 
expreffion in it, was a mortal wound to her heart ! 
How can flie conquer a paflion, whole violence is 
encreafed by her gratitude I Her imagination pre- 
fents to her view every thing which can add to her 
grief and defpair 5 ^flie fees her lover becoming fu- 
rious, breathing revenge, and wilhing only for 
death F flie fees her father falling under his fatal 
ftroke, or he himfclf falling by her father's hand. 
Thefe fatal pi6^ures penetrate her with horror : 
were flie Jefs beloved, flie would have lefs to fear : 
nieverthelefs, (he could not fupport the idea, that 
the Chevalier de Murville (hould ever be comforted 
for her lofs ! At length fhe determined to anfwer 
his letter, and (he wrote a billet, containing thefe 
words: ** Your letter arrived too late— CtraV//? no 
*' longer lives for you !--»Forget rne . . . . live hap- 
" pily .... and refpefl: Jny father." 

The unfortunate Chevalier de Murville received 
this note at the moment his mother died ; he could 

♦ It 18 cuftomary to cut off a Novices hair juH before (he 
pronounces her vows. 
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rot fupport fo many m^ fortunes at once : a violent 
fever, attended by an al.irming ddirmm, brought 
him in a few days to the brinit of the grave. His 
illnprs lafted a long time ; and he was fcarcely Out 
of danger, when he fet about fettling his affairs, 
in order to leave that country apd France for ever. 
Palling through Languedoc, he flopped at Madame 
dt Felmonl'f.i who had always (hewn bim the ten- 
dereft fricndfliip. He afked to fee her in private ; 
they conduced him to an apartment where (be was 
alone ; as foon as {he faw bim, (he ran lo him, and 
embracing him, ftied a flood of tears: He con- 
cluded by this, that Cmliff had in'ormed her of his 
paflion i he was not deceived j he conjuied her to 
let him fee G'<r(7(Vr's letter ; fhe could not refufej 
and you will judge whether this letter would not 
encreafe the love as well as the grief of the Chevalier. 
'his is it. 
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" I AM flill aiive -^ut I thought I had 

' reached tbe end of my troubles. I haye feen at 

' a fmall diftance the ivifhed-for port. 1 have 

' been furroundcd by gloomy tapers, and a Prieft 

' exhorting me to die ... . Alas ! it was unne- 

' ceflary. Why did he not rather exhort me to 

' fupport life ? Oh, myfifter, at what a time did 

' I know my heart ! The day itfelf ..... I 

' tremble Read the letter 1 fend you; it 

* will inform you of every thing : this letter, 

' which I now put into your hands, is tlic kit 

' facrifice which remains for me to make How 

' cruel it is- This dear writing, which I fhall 

' never fee again ! . . . . Uui evtry word which 
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is exprefled in it, is engraved for ever in my 
heart ! — ^If you love me, my dear fifter, preferve 
it always — If it is not permitted me to keep it, 
at leaft let me think that it ftill exifts ; let it be 
dear to you — and think that my being deprived 
of it, is exa6Uy what you would feel, if abfent 
from the perfon you Deft love. — If you knew 
how painful it is to me to part with it f But 
now, alas f every thing is a crime in your un- 
happy fifter; even the confeffion of the grief 
which deftroys her ! Infupportable reftraint^ 
which brings on me the excefs of defpair ! You 
know my heart and my dipofition ; you know^ 
whether I was born to chcriOi virtuous prin- 
ciples ; but you would tremble with horror,, 
was I to give you an account of all the fatal 
ideas, which for thefe' three weeks paft", have 
troubled and blackened my imagination f crimes 
purfue and furround me f — ^I find in the moft 
common objedls^ in the moff trifling a6lions, 
horrible temptations,— -When I walk in our 
melancholy gardens, my trembling eye mea- 
fures the height of the walls ; and a thoufand 
times have I dared to conceive the foolifli and 
guilty projeft,, of freeing myfclf from them. — 
The firil days of" my recovery, when I fat at 
table, during that penfive filence which is im« 
pofed on us, what horrible thoughts difturbed 
my reafon !-^ — The knife which lay near me ! 
.••>•! cannot iinifh .... Oh, Heaven ! is 
it poffible this heart, once (o innocent, could 
entertain fuch a dreadful idea? Ah ! believe me, 
the moft cruel of my torments is the remorfe 

which tears my foul. Sometimes, bathed in 

tears,- I implore, with fome degree of hope, the 

** mercy 
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^^■K mercy and fuppore of the DivJr.e Being; not 

^^^E.able to make to him a facrifice of the pafHon 

^^^ which reigns in my heart, 1 inCreat him to Tup- 

^' port me uniier my affliflion, and to give me 

" paiierce to bear it without murmuring. It is 

" then I feel the only confolation, of which I am 

" capable. A heavenly voice fcems from my 

" heart to pronounce thefi: words : Do »et retiounct 

" happintfa pajjisn trouhht anddejlrayi U i religion 

" and virtue along, can infure it la you. At other 

^^*' limes, I find myfell too guilty to hope for the 

^BHL«ardon of fo many olTenccs — And 1 again re- 

^^^■uapfe into every anguilh which doubi and terror 

^^HB^c^i occafion. Forgive, my filler, thefe com- 

** ptainings i you will hear no more of them i I 

'" promife you, hereafter I will refpeiS tile rigorous 

■* duty which condemns me to filcnce ; I will no 

" longer fpeak to you of my troubles or of their 

« caut. — And for you, niy dear fifler, never men- 

«' lion him to. me !— You will fee him undoubt- 

" edly, and perhaps you may lee him comforted, 

" confoled ! . . . . Yet, his l«ler is fo paflionalc ! 

" Do you ihijik that tin^e, and the diffipations of 

*' the world, can deftroy an atFe^lion fo ardent 

" and fo lincere ? — Ah, if you think fo, do not 

«' tell mc fo; you will break ray heart, but not 

" alter my fentiments. The hope of Ibmedmes 

" engaging his thoughts, is the only thing which 

" recoiuiles me to life — Shall I own to you, the 

" greateft of iny affli£iioras is, the thought that he 

" is ignorant to what degree I love him. Yes, 

*' if he knew my heart, he never could forget me. 

*' Perhaps he thinks me itifenfible, ungrateful . . , ■ 

" Ah ! conceal from him the paffion, which dtf- 

." ba^s in^ ■ Ij"I) '"y Ucarfiftcr) will- you fuffer 
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t*' him to accufe me of ingratitude ? Oh, my God ! 

"< what do I hear? The bell calls, and in- 

' forms me that one of my companions is in the 
' agonies of death !-^How happy is flie ! — She is 

• dying ! — Adieu ! I inclofe in ihis packet the h^r 
' for which you have aflced me; chat hair which 
' you have fe frequently adorned ! You will not 
' fee it without weeping \ May this fad relick re- 
' call to your remembrance my miferable fate, and 

* tender friendfhip} anJ obtain from you ihat in- 
' dulgenca and coinpaf&on, which are the only 
> remaining bleffingsleft for the unhappy Ocilia." 

, When the Chevalier Je MiirvilU had read tbiti 

, he threw himftlf at the feet of Madame de ' 

^ai'ms'it, entreating her to give him Cecilia's hairj 

o obtain this favour, he made ufe of the &me 

leans which he had already employed to get her 

a fhcw him her leiter, protefting, if ihe refuled 

Kni ihts laA requeft, he would not leave France 

Vilhout being revenged on Monf. d'Jimgri. His 

Pviolence and threats lb terrified her, that flie dcter- 

Biined to let him have what he (o ardently had dp- 

fired ; and (he gave into his hands the little caiket 

which contained the hair of her filler. He reteiv- 

cd it on his knees j he opened it with a trembling 

hand ; he wifhed, yet dreaded to fee thofe long and 

beautiful treffes which he had fo often admired on 

the head of the unfortunate, CiaV/a; he had no 

fooner call his eyes on them, than he trembled and 

turned pale; then (butting the caltet, and taking it 

in his arms, AdietH Madam, faid he, Adieu ibr 

ever: I am going to leave this abhorred country, 

"" ever more to return to it ; and you will never hear 

f me again till you receive this precious treadle 

whiph 
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which you have entrufted me with, and from which 
nothing but death QiaJI frparate mc; when I am 
no more, it (hall be returned to you. With thcfe 
words, he hartily quitted the room, not waiting for 
Madame de Valmant to reply. Since that day we 
have heard nothing of him, and are entirely igno- 
rant of his deftiny ; but as Cnllia'i hair has never 
been returned to Madame dt Falment, it is probable 
the Chevalier a'evWarw///^ is ftill living, and is con- 
cealed in fome corner of the world. Wiih regard 
to Monf. ^Aiuiaiy HeavcR has a!rea*dy puniflied 
hiin for his barbarity; his fon, feductd by a tall e 
■ foi bn.d company and gaming, in a very (hort time 
loft his repiilation, dL-Hmyed his conftiiution, and 
r£iitied his fortune ; and three years after his mar- 
riage died without ifliie. Monf. d'Aimn'i paid all 
his fon's debts, and retired to Languedoc to live 
vnth his fecond daughter, Madame de ValmmU, 
with a foitunc which, from being very confSderaHe, 
was now reduced to a very moderate one. It is 
imaeincd he intends leaving it to Charles, the fon 
of Riadame dc Falminii of whom he is pa/lionateiy 
fond. As for Cecilia, time and refleiSion have m- 
fenfibly triu;Tiphed over this paffion, fo fatal to her 
repofe; and receiving the fublime confolation which 
religion "dftbrds her, flie gathers ai this time the 
fweet fruils of true piety, peace, and refignation; 
and (hcTs-become an cxaniple and pattern of good- 
nefs to ail her campan^oiis. Such is her prefent 
fitiiation ; but the cruel difappointment Ihe has met 
with, has -injured her health greatly, and, togetlier 
wiih the flria rules made ufe of in the convent, 
have almoft deilroyed her, and for thcfe fis months 
paft, hi-r life has been in great danger. Madame 
as Falment is very anxious for her taking a journey 
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to Paris, in order to confulc the moft celebrated 
PhyficJans. This penniflion has "been eafily ob- 
tained ; and the favour I have to rt-queft of vou, 
my dear friend, is, that you will go to Madame 
d'OUy, and beg of her to receive, at her houfe, 
her unfortunate fiftcr, and keep her there for two 
or three months. It will doubtlcfs appear extra- 
ordinary to you, that Madame de Fahnont fliould 
charge you with this meflage, when Madame d'OUy 
is her fifter, as well as CiciUa's. It is therefore 
ncccir^ty I Ihould give you an Idea of Madame 
d'OUy'i charafler. The tmmenfe fortune (Ue pof- 
felTes has not been able to confolc her for being the 
wife of a financier*; and not having fenfe enough 
to furmount fuch a weaknefs, (be fuffers fo much 
the more, as (he converfes with nobody but perfons' 
about the court; and fo is continually reminded pf 
the misfortune unde^ wliich (be groans : they never 
mention the King, Queen, or the Court of Ver- 
failles, or the elegant dreifes worn there, but fhe 
feels fuch anguith of mind, that the is obliged to 
change the converfation iji order to conceal it. She 
has, exclufively of this confideration, every thing 
10 make her amends j fhe lives in great pomp, has 
an elegant houfe, gives grand entertainments, and 
has hsr boxes at 3l the theatres. But, in fliort, 
Die loves nothing; is tired of every thing, jiever 
judges of any thing but from theopinion of others; 
makes great prctenfions to wit, has a great deal of 
caprice and ill nature; and above all, is extremely 
inlipid. Though (he is very proud of being a 
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^^1 .woman of family, fhe does not (hew the leaA at- 
^^V tachment to her father, becyufe he lias quitted the 
^^B fervice, and is retireiJ from 'the world; and fhc 
^^B 'experts nothing from him. She does not love 
^^^^adame di Vahnnnt, whom fhe only looks upon as 
^P^^U downright countrywoman ; and fhe has undoubt- 
^C^Wly forgot -that (he has a fifter who is a nun; thus 
you fee your afllftance will be necell'ary to us. I 
-«"'~ fend you a letter to carry to her froni Madame dt 
Vohmiil; you will appear to be much interefted for 
the two filters, and I am fure you may obtain from 
her vanity, more than could be expeaed ftom her 
tendernefs. Adieu, my dear friend! it is time to 
iinifli this volume; but you will doubtlefs pardon 
mc, on account of the inierefting flory of the un- 
fortunate Cecilia. 



^K LETTER XXIIL ^ftk 

Jnfivcr fmrn the I'ifiiuHiefs Je Limours. - 

KJH this charming, this unfortunate Cecilia f 
How I love and pity her ! and the poor Chevalier 
Je Murville.^ how I admire him alfo \ I am forry, 
however, he is not dead. 1 expefled that the caf- 
ket, containing ^m/ifl's hair, would be returned, 
1 an inietemng letter written on his death-bed; 
feems to be all that'is WjijUing to complete the 
:Iancholy tale. Thjs d^fpairing, this palTionate 

rer, to live fo long T In fpite of myfclf, I 

un turmenicd with the idea that he may be now 
living at his eafe \nfeme remote comer of the Tvorld: 
perhaps attdcbed to fome other objei^t ; and if he 
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has made a facrifice of the hair I oh, the monfteij' 
......... He has no other way of juftifying biin*- 

(elf with me, but by fending it back inftanily. Biit^ 
really now, have you rot an earneft defire to Itno^r- 
what is become of him ? I have already compi 
ten or twelve Romances on this fuhjeil, every 
more afFefling than the preceding. Cecilia is 
ing to leave the convent for fome months ; Ul^ i 
will fee each other again; faintmgs, congratulatt-* 
onS) &c. ic. enfue! — or elfe ihe herfelf 
ceive h&r own hair with a mod pathetic letter.— 
My opinion is, that he has never quitted France; 
for how could he tear hinnfelf from a country in- 
habited by Cecilia? He lives here difguifed, con- 
cealed perhaps at la Trappe •, or poflibly is turned 
hermit: In fliort, I cannot help thinking that we 
fhall foon hear what is become of hiin : but to re- 
turn to the commiffion with which I am chans;ed. 
The very day I received your letter, I wrote a note 
to Madame d'Olcy^ tc beg » priV^^tS ir.'^iviciv iviuJ 
her; and thenextdaylwent towait onher. They 
conduiSed me (hrough a long and fuperb fuite of 
apartments, at the end of which 1 found her in aix 
elegant little room, feated on a fofa, and carelefsly 
reading a pamphlet, which \ believe flie had only 
taken up on hearing the carriage enter the court- 
yard ; (he advanced towards me with the moft ob- 
liging air, and the tirft compliments being over, I. 
took from my pocket ^adame da l'aliiimz'% leth 
which I rcquefled her to read immediately. Yj 
Itnow that kind of forced fmile and affefled 

■ which politenefs fpreads over the coun^^ 
ince : Alas ! at the name of fifter, Madame. 

■ A moll rigid order ct Monki. 
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^^^gfOlcy was entirely changed, and coldnefs and em- 
^^^RarrafTment immediately took place. I did not 
^^"*^pear to obferve it: but whilli fhc was reading 
her letter from Madame de Valmonl, I fpoke much 
of your frieiidfliip for her, and the lively intereft 
which we both look in the fare of the unhappy 
Ctcilia. Madame J'Oley anfwered, That ^i iaiiv 
very Hilif nf her tvjs fifiin; ihat /he had been much 
ruiUElid by them, but that fit had net the Itjs itfirt 
^ being uftful to them; yet that it appeared very 
tiiffickiti in her Jituation, l» keep a nun at her houfe 
for twa months; and Jhe hadm idea where fie cnuld 
hdgther. Here I could not help interrupting her, 
and faying] Surely, Madam, this houfe is fu£ci- 
enlly large to accommodate a perfon, who for ten 
years pall has been contented with a cell. Madam, 
feid (be, I ought to lodge my fiftcr properly, or 
not at all: fhe thought this reply fo noble and fo 
- clever, and it gave her a look of fuch falisfaftion, 
that it entirely deprived me_of the little patience I 
had till then preferved. Indeed, Madam, replied 
I, what appears to me the leaft proper, is to let 
your fifter die for want of neccffary afliilance. At 
thefc words file blufhed cxceedinglvi yet thought 
proper to conceal her vexation : flie therefore (bf- 
tened her features, talked of her naturai fenlibility, 
her affection for her fifters; and ended by alluring 
me, irMonr.(/'0/i->madenoobjeaions, (he would 
fend for Cecilia as foon as {^e could get permifTion : 
1 parted cooly enough. Ingoing from her 
irtment, I took it in my head to alk if Monf. 
"'_ MS at homej finoing he was, I went to 
■bim, and informed him of my commiflion ; he rc- 
I ecivcd me with great poliienefs i and I was perfeillj 
latis ficc 
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wife had fliewn roughni 

not very well pleafed, when flie knew I had afUired 
myfelf of Mon(..d'0ky'5 confeiit to receive Cecilia. 
However, (he has written to me to-day, and telU 
me Cecilia may come towards the beginning of the 
winier, and may make ufe of the apartment they 
will prepare for her. She did well to determine 
with a good grace; for if flie had deferred it, 1 was 
abfolutely refolved to hav« taken charge of the in- 
celling Cecilia myfelf ; and 1 Qiould then have had 
: double pleafurc of obliging the moft amiable 
■fon in the world, and at the fame time of hum- 
liing the pride ofa woman, as hard-hsartedas flic 
is vain. I have not any other news to tell you, 
but that the Chevalier d'Herbain is at laft return- 
ing from his travels; he will certainly be much 
concerned not to find you at Paris. I dare fay he 
will vifit you, if you permit him; for two hundred 
leagues can fcarcely appear more than an airing to 
a man who has been twice round the world. Aaieu, 
my dear friend ! 1 fend you a letter from my bro- 
ther to the Baron. As his letters all go through 
Paris to Languedoc, be thinks it better to fend them 
in my packet, than to let them go feparatci and if 
you will direct the Baron's anfwers to me, 1 will 
take care of them alfo. 
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I BfrjM the Count di Refivilhy Brother fc ihe Fif- 
', tountefs Lirmurs, to the Baron d'Alntane. 

JL OUR letters, my dear Baron, equally intereft 
and inflru^ mej you are educating your foa; I 
am bringing up a Prince, born to be a Sovereign. 
The deiire of being ufcful to the Public, can alone 
engage me to underialte this noble, but difEculc 
employment : but the reflciSions of a good father, 
juid luch a man as you are, will be of. great ufe to 
mc; for paternal love muft be the moll enlightened 
ffpon dl thefe matters- 
Yes, my dear Baron, I have read all the books 
It have been written an the fubjaft of Education 
general, and that of Princes in particular; and 
^ce you defire to know my fencimenis, I will tell 
you them with my ufaal Uncenty. Roujpau Is in- 
debted to Seneca, to Montaigne, to Lceie, and lo * 
Monf. de Feneian ", for every thing that is truly 
ufe fill 

* TLoulTcan bu tahcii a mnlHiiide of idm fron tde work of 
lonC <9e Feniilau, eniided Tbi Ei.c'i.n tf Duughm, tnA 

moDg othcri ihia " The early ige," fiya Monf. de Pouc- 

m, " in wbich we gire ihem np lo women, often mdUrtecr, 

■ad foiretimci diifalute, h ncTen£cIefs ih^C ic ivhich the 

s'![ moll piofound impielliDncafc made, and which have, cvoTe- 

■ otKOtlf, agreat infliienceupoD iherejiotttieirlivca. Before 

■■ diiMren cin wtll fptati they may be prepircd &r inllmdioD, 
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uTcful ill bis book », except one important trutU 
which he has had the merit of difcoveting firffi 
it i», " That the greaieft fault we can commit i 
iA education, is that of being too hafty, and < 
rificing every thing to the dclirc of maid " 
'our Icholars appear brilliant t," 
It is painful to refle-fi, that, after giring i 
To ufeful and fo wile, Rouffeau Ihould not feel t^ 
jneonventence of falling into the oppofitc ex tree ' 

Wtb regavJ *a ili« natunt defefh of womcD, c^ 
curinj thcoi, ihe accoinplifluuciiitl which are proper furihctn, 
and [hcquititiu which ought to rarm iheic charatScri RoulTe^u 
hat farce done more iban ripeat what Monf, de Fuielon hu 
fiid on the ruhjca. 

■ Evon iheiiica of making his pupil learn a tnde ii not hii 
own ; a law of the Alcoran pteft (il«« it, and Locke ad*lie» to 
lEM(h bo;rito l»rn gf.rdcning, and carpenler'i wsrk. 

+ ErCB this idea is not nevj, no moie Ihan that of cudea- 
VQUfingta form ibehc.-irt and the morals, rather than Itriiing 
lo load the memory uih an infmite number ol ibingi, lor the 
molt part nlAih Montaigne hai laid, " The end ws aim M in 
" BUr inftraiiltans it, not to make men prudent and good, hue 
" IgaiDcd— We hnowwhcit virtue!); but wc do nolluie it." 

Tbe AuthL'r nf the Eincuit" of a Prwi iy ChaHiiriJ«,. after 
having drawn the portrait of a goid preceptor, adds — " The 
*'' man of wh'im wc are (peaking has no fci hour for hia blToD ( 
" wratlicr. hs giTra his filmlar a IcfloD every hour ; for h« is- 
" ftrufU him ofiaDj aa much in hia amufementi, vilit), and 
" nniKrralion, ai whEu hcmal^eshimrtad booki; becauTc. hia 
" principal aim bein^ to Form hi^ judgmenr, the divers obje^i 
*' vttficb prcTent themrtlucB, are ofieii more adiptcd ro that 
" fifTf-Xei than ftuditd difcourfc), A> this manner of mftrnc- 
" tioQ iiimpcreepiible. (he profit drawn frorn it, iiinfomefort 
" foioo; anuihi8,i,B hat deceive, perfoni of tittle obfervaiioHj 
"'■who imagint that a chid thusinllruaed, ii not more advaac- 
■■ td thin another, bccaurt. pcrliapi, he cannot make a better 
""tranllati.n (rem (he Latin, ot liecaufe he cannot hcnei repeat 

iJIrnDnofVir^U," file All thcj't ideas arc lo bclound iij 
ilffeBil'l Eniliv. 
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tb write; and he propofes, on (he contrary, a plan 
of education as defeSivc, as the one he objects to. 
As tq the reft, his Wori is filled with pieces of 
fublime eloquence, declamations in a bad tafte, and 
contains dangerous principles; it is deficient both 
in inte^'eft and in wftion ; and he oifers almofl in 
.every page the moft difgufting inconfiftencies *. 
But we ought without doubt to forget his faults, on 
account of the fuperior beauties which are to be 
found in his book: however, it is to the Ladies 
that the Author of Emiiius owes his great fiiccefs; 
for they in general praife him with enthufiafm, al- 

ttiiough no Author treats them with lefe refpeil. 
Qe has flatly denied them fuperior talents or genius ; 
he accufes them all, without exception, of deceit 
and coquetry ; in Oiort, he loved, but he did not 
eileeni them. He has done more juftice to their 
charn^s, than any other perfon j he has mentioned 
them with contempr, but with love, and love ex- 
cufcs every thing. Before I quit Reuffiauy I can- 
not forbear quoting a little paragraph out of Emi- 
iiut, which always gave me great offence, even 
■before I had undertaken the employment I am now 
engaged in. He fays, " That a Prince made him 
"a piopofal to educate his fon, and that he refofed 
" it. If 1 had accepted his offer, added he, and 
" that I bad erred in my method, it would have 

• The Crwd of the SatayarJ Heir, for mBsrce, wbo after 
luviiie declared hie opiniofii, allowg it tbij be dangeroui lo 
fptuj ibem, and that one ought to refpea ihc faiih of oihert, 
&e. Thii >■ known io hare been !he treed of Roufltau himfelf, 
wbo, sbei |iarti cilia riling ^e incaiiTcniciiciu that niiy f efutt 
"■"" ' idcnceof mikiiig it public, printi it— ItitpoHi- 



i 



ble to be niore inccuiMciit I 



ON EDUCATION. 

" been an education ihrown away : if I had Cu 
" ceedcd, it woultl have been flill worfe; his ft 
" would have renounced the titlcj he would 
" longer have wilhed Co be a Prince." And wh] 
fhould he have renounced a titlej which would ^ 
him power to do fo much good ? To maltc to maaj 
people happy, and to fet fo many great examples .^ 
— Merely for the fake of living independent and 
ufelefs.^What falfe reafonrng is this " 

I know not whether you have ever read a little 
book which was publiQied before Emilius, and from, 
which Roulfeau has taken fome of his notions, 
is written by Moncriefy and entitled <■ Effays 
" the Neceflity and Means of Pleafmg." 1 
Work is not written in the moft elegant ftile, bi 
it is full of good fcnfe, found reafoning, and truth 
and contains many new fentiments. I have re 
marked, "fays the Author, " That two ideas, whicl 
" naturally have no conneftion with each other, 
" neverthelcfs become clofely united, when they 
'* sre prefenced at the fame time to a child. How 
" many perfons are there who cannot fcparate the 
*'■ ideas of fpeftres and darknefs.' When a child, 
** continued he, enquires, what is the ufe of mo- 
" ney? They tell him it is to buy fugar-pJumbs, 
*' play-things, and'fine cloaths. This is giving 
*' him very narrow and confined notions ; money, 
" he will fay, is defigned foi the purpofe of dref- 
" fing and diverting me. Would it coft moi 
"< trouble to inform him, money was made 
good to our fellow-creatures, and to make 
lelves beloved by them \ *" Montrief fays _^ 
" excellenc 

• Thi> 
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F" excellent things on the earlieft education of 
,6.Princes and among others, that' " If one would 
■'P [nfpire children, born in a liiperior ranic of 
■*■ life, with the qualiries which they ought to 
[**■ bring with thetn into fociety, we fliouTd not 
f '''■make ufe of terms which only awaken their 
■•,*' vanity. We tell them, they muft be affable 
^•^'and obliging, iifc. Jj*^. On the contrary we 
1^ ought to malce ufe of exprelBons whicli may 
r ?•■ render them modeft, ajid to recommend to tFiem, 
} *' that ihey fhould entertain an efteem and vene- 
I •J" ration for men dillinpuiflied by their virtues; we 
r « fliould teach them refpeil, deference, gratitude, 
I * fricnd&ip,"* tfc. I was much ftru^k with this 
Ifehark, and have frequently found an opportunity 
■if giving my young Prince^ excellent Jeflbn on 
l-ftis fubjca : we have at thTs Court, a Minifter 
Firlio unites to the grcaceft talents every amiable 
paiiality of the heart and mind, 1 cannot do more 
Bhiftice to his genius, than by connjiaring it to his 
■ylhue. Defpiling intrigues, «nd all the little in- 
tcrcfted aflions of common men, be looks forward 
to glory, and labour?; for no other end. In (hort, 
he owes his |>lace merely to his reputation ; he ac- 
cepted it for the public gtwd, ^nd he maintains 
himfelf in it by his merit, by his fervices, by the 
efteem of tws Sovereign, and that of the naiion. 
The truth of this limpie elogium cannot be doubted ; 
il is neither diflated by gratitude nor friendlhip; I 
oiHy know him by his adtionJ, and I fpeak the more 

fliat every body Iov» Toiaief. 




_ _^ ■; and fnfvryiihe id' 



"Sjuej a«o rinvryiiiie laea mat every Eoaj iov» mancy. 
in^nffibUloMpUiiilhai queiiiun inoueinfwer alone; b 

difcoxrC^ wniild f>a,« ruffite, 

Ifven ihough tht cbild wen dtlliiicd lo bemifter of lh« 



; for the ^ater his rank the more inipnrtani it 
biok tonrjieitnico iralrdifiiu^uiibcdby Acin 
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freely of him, as I fhall neoer have any thing to 
■of him. He very rarely comes to pay his coi , 
to the young Prince, and when he does, he fta] 
only a few moments. Very foon after my arrival 
tierCi he came one evening and found the Prince 
playing at nine pins : the btter having made a flight 
bow, fmiled, and muttering fomeching, returned 
again to his game; I then went up to the MiniHer, 
and faid to him aloud, " Sir, I entreat you to ex- 
" cufe the Prince ; when he is Icfs a child, and 
" better inftruftcd, he will certainly pay you the 
■** refptB due to your pcrfon and charafter." 

I cannot exprefs to you the aftonilhnieDt nhich 
■this word refpeB, occalioncd in every body prefent ; 
■fomc of them thought I had been eOentially wanting 
-to the Prince : Others thought that, being a ftrangcr, 
I did not know the real meaning of the term \ but 
all agreed, that I was incapable of difchargiug the 
employment trith which I had been honoured. As 
to the Prince, he was fo furprlzed, that he let the 
bowl fall out of his hand; and I faw I Ibould have 
^ibme difficulty to acculloni his delicate ears to fuch 
'URpleafant expreffions. When we were alone, I 
expefled he would have alked for an explanation } 
but he was piqued, and determined to keep Ulence. 
At length I began myfelf, by faying, " My Lord> 
* be fo good ?3 to explain to me the meaning oi 
" the word rf/p^S." This queftion made him 
bhilh, and after a momait's refle^^ion lie anfwercd^ 
•** Rsjpea is what is due to my father." — " You 
••' thmic tien that refpecl is only due to Princes? . . 
'" Bot . — Learn, my Lord, there are two forts 
** o{ refpeSt : one fort coofifts only in Ultle cu(^ 
•* tomary forms, mere ou'ward {hew; for inftance» 
"•• i^l thofe little ceremonies which etiquette requi 

Vol. I. E 



^^1 




C^"'- 



■-I,ETTERS , 

y* to be (hewn to Princes : the other re/p^cl comes 
« from [he heart ; it arifes from the efteem and ad- 
« miration one naturally feels for every good and 
f** great man : this refpefly far frpm Icflening him 

-J* who ftcws it, raifcs and elevates him ; becaufe it 
?' proves that he is fenllble of the excellence of vir- 
"" tue; and laftly, becaufe great fouls only arc ca- 
ff pable of feeling fuch a fentlment .... But this 
"■ kind of refpf^ is alfo due lo my father .... 
*< Yes, becaui'e he is a good man, loves his fubjecls, 
"and makes them happy; without which they 
" would only treat him with that formal rffpeS 
*' which is due lo his birth. The other kind of 
•*« refpeB, which is only due to virtue, Princes re- 

■*• ceive in common with the reft of mankind. 

M* And this is what I required from you with re- 

•' gard to M becaufe he dcferves h ; and 

•' more from you than any other perfon, fince he 
" contributes, by his talents and labours, to the 
•' glory and profperity of that nation, over which 
«' you are one day to rule. I flatter myfelf. Sir, 
«' that you will in time know how delightful rt is, 
•' to feel this fentlment, and how glorious it is to 
«' infpire 4t — ^I already fct tio value on firmal 
»' refpeB. — Tou arc in the right ; for it belongs 
«' only to your rank ; without any reference to 
«< your perfon. When you were only a twelve- 
« month old, you received nearly as much honour 
«» as you receive now ; the different orders of the 
*< State came in bodies, to compliment and addrefs 
*< you, and you muft have very confined notions 
" to be proud of fuch things, which are only mat- 
*» ters of mere form, and which they beftowed on 

*' you even in your fw-; Idling cloths. But if you 

'i*« cultivate your mind, if you acquire folid learning, 

"if 
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'" "If fou become virtuous, and if you know how 
" to honour and reward merit in others, all the 
" rcfpedl they pay you will ceafc to be vain and 
" trifling; and will become a faithful reprefcntation 
" of the fentimcnts they feel for you." This con- 
verfation has produced the happieft effects, and has 
dcflroyed that dangerous charm which is attached 
to thofe honours paid toPrinces in their infancy. 

But to return to Works written on Education : 
I (halt not fpeak of Telemachus, which is a maftcr- 
picce, and equally above praife and eriticifin, I 
fliall fay nothing of Bellifarios, about which wc 
have talked lb many tinies ; and which we both 
fo greatly admire. But, as you have not met with 
two books, entitled, " Th*e Education of a Prince." 
One of them written by CAantercfne, • and the other 
by the Ab^ Dtiguet i \ I fhall occafionally quote 
■fome paflages from them as I find opportunity. 
This lafl: Work had a great character when it firil 
jnade its appearance; but though it was very e(H- 
mablc, it has fince fallen into oblivion, becaufc it is 
tedious ; if any body would take the trouble to re- 
duce it into two volumes, it would be a very ufefu) 
book. The Author has taken many of his ideas 
from Telemachus \ but there are many very good 
ones of his ownj and the following is one of 
them ; " Prudence, when it is perfeft, is always 
" guarded againft cunning, who has not the fame 
" advantage on her fide; th« light of prudence 
" etevait-s her above every thing which deceit mc- 

* ^2DEcrdiie i) generally rufipi-ifi^d to lie ■ ffigned namd^^^^H 

fome attribute ibe work la Palihjl ; but Uic mofi coma^l^^^l 

guioion it ihu Nicole iithc Aiickcr. J^^H 

-^,- t The rtbbe Dugu«e Wrote hia book foi the uTe of rbe cUvi^QH 

^■■fcor the Duke (irSaioj. " "^ 
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^VnN dilates in darksefs, and will difcovcr at a dif^anoe 
Hftv** the cloud under which dlfi'imulation hides itrdf 
■ t' '" fo clofcly, that for fear of being fcen, {he fees 
•* alnioll nothing." 

The /tbie Duguet defcribes Courtiers with as 
aiuch ingenuity as truth ; and he alfo fpeaks pcr- 
^ (*flly well on the fubjeft of flattery ; " The only 
^HV^ means," lays he, " to dtfend one's fetf againft 
HB|*( h, is fo be deaf to all compliments : for the heart 
y*^ ** never rejefls them, when the cars have once 
" Mened to iheni ; to be cautious in this point, 
" will guard us againd it ; and we mufl not Aippofe 
•' ourfelves above the attacks of thegroSeft flatterer, 
'* Hnlefs we repulfe with feverity that which is 
*<nore delicate and Icfsviiiblej for it is with pride 
viih ail other paflions; it Is by not yielding 
t even in one inllacice, that we can cotwquer 
■' it; we only irritate it by our cautions, and put 
*< ourfelves under a necedty of yielding to it en- 
** tirely, when we pretend to compound with it." 
My pupil has already accuHomed himfelf not to 
admit any kind of praile ;. 1 have ib well perfuaded 
hioi, that Bi eight years old he can have no other 
merit, than that of being tractable, and of apply- 
ing clofely to his improvements ; that I have con- 
vinced him of the folly and abfurdity of the praifes 
beftowed on him : which he fees clearly are only 
meant to feduce perfons of his rank. i\t: has de- 
rived even from pride itfelf a perfefl deteftation of 
flattery, and diflrufts the fmalleft tefiimony of ap- 
probation, if it is not from perfons who poflcfs his 
confidence, that he receives it. Some time ago, 
the Prince his father, performed an aition, the ju(^ 
tice and benevolence of which, one might afluredly 
pruife wifioot flattcryi I was the only one of thofe 
who 
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who approached htm without fayiDg any thing on 
the fubjeA. The young Prince remarkedi it, %nd 
a&ed me the reafon ; I did not praife this action, 
ceplied I, becaufe I haire a high idea of yoor father,, 
and becaufe I truly refpeft him-— How ?~I am 
not furprifed at any of the good aAions he does ; 
for which reafon you did not fee me appear with 
that air of enthufiafm that you remarked in others^ 
and which is only an afie^Vatkm of wonder, that 
pays him a very bad compliment; fince it ihews they 
did not expe6l to find him capable of ib- virtuous 
an aAion : befides, had it been the moft brilliant . 
that had ever been performed, refycA would have 
kept me from praifing k before the Prince^i— Why 
fo ? — Modefty is fo eftimable a virtue, that without 
it the brighteft aflion would lofe half its luQre ; 
therefore I ought to fuppofe the pcrfon I refpeft 
pofiefies this amiable and indifpenfable quality, and 
if I were to praife him to his face, it is as if I fhould 
fay, « I have >io kind of refpeft for you, and, I 
" prove it openly to you, becaufe I believe you to 
« be the vaineft and proudeft of men." It is fo 
certain a truth, that praife, how well feever found- 
ed^ becomes an infult when beflowed in this naan* 
oer. Were we tell a beautiful woman in direA 
terms, how handibme fhe is ; or to fay to a wife 
man how virtuous you are ^ we fhould too vifibly 
ihock their modefliy, aud offend them : and fince it 
is dlfgraceful to receive praifes of this kind, we 
ought not to be better pleafed with thofe of a more 
refined nature ; for they only difier in the words, 
the meaning is always the fame* 

Thefe are the methods 1 make ufe of, not only to 
guard my fcholar againft flattery, but to convince 
bim that it is aa ioj^t. It was jieeeflary to begia 

by 
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'by ihis, fince without doing foj all other means 
would have been without cffefl. In my next Icltcr, 
I will give you, as you dtfire, my opinion upon 
the principal fentiments which a Governor ought 
to inftil into the mind of a young Prince. Adieu, 
my dear Baron ; let me have your reileflions with 
the freedom I have a right to expert ftom your 
friendfhip, mid which I deferve, by the great 
confidence I place In you. 
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7te Vijmmtrji to thi Bannefs £ Aimani. 

1 Need not ac(]iiai))t you, my dear friend, that 
Madame VOJIalu was this morning, the 4th of 
Jan. happily delivered of a fon, becaufe I knew be- 
fore Ihe was put to bed, (lie wrote you a billet to ac- 
quaint you with the news; but at leaft you fliall 
hear from me, that our amiable Nun, Ocilia ar- 
riscd laft niglit.' I have feen her, I have wept with 
licr, and 1 have palTed an hour and a half alone 
with her. If yon wiOi to know the particulars, 
intend to me. On getting up from table to-day, [ 
received a ietler written in an unknown hand 1 I 
looked at ihc fij;natur':, and fitw CecUxn : I inftant- 
ly rang, and oi-dered my carriage, and then read 
*my letter, which was only to exprefa her thanks, 
i^c. but it was written in the molt elegant and in- 
teieiling ftilc imaginiiblei it recalled 10 my mind 
(hilt affcfling letter Ihe wrote to her fifter in the 
firft moments of her defpair. I forgot that ten 
Xears are elap(ed iincc ^at limc \ I forgot tha^ ' 
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V a reafonable being, and has derived confb-' 
tation from experience ; 017 heart was deeply af- 
fedted; and in this difpofiiion I got into my car- 
Hage. During my ride, 1 found myfelf fo rauch 
I interefted for her, that I entered her apartment with 
I 'the fame tendcmefs nnd eniotian that I ftiouUl have 
■experienced had it been the Tame morning (he had 
I ^Icen the veil i I went in haftily, Snd found her 
I'^frting at a Uttle table writing, and alone: as fooa 
y as Jhe heard my name announced, flie rofe frorn 
r feat, came to me, and I embraced her with 
i^eat lerdernefs ; and for a few momenisl was un- 
L «*le to fpeak, having an JnexpreiEbte weight on my 
ipirits: and I found that great misfortunes infpire 
one with as much rcfpedl and admiration, as we 
feel for perfona poffefTed of foperior qualities. 
Nothing appearj'to be more noble, than a perfon 
who has been perfeciitee! by fortune, and who has 
fubmitted with refolution to her dtftiny j and I 
alTure you, few things in my life ever appeared to 
me fo truly prepoffefling, as the firft view of 
Cecilia. Her. figure is as noble as it is interefling ; 
fhe is tallj and mo(^ elegantly formed, and haa 
fach eyes, as It is wholly impoilible that the Che- 
Talier tie Murville can ever forget : there is in them 
fuch a fweet, yet deep melancholy ; they difeovcr 
wifdora and lenderneft. In fliort, every thing 
amiable is cxprefled in them : befides which they 
are of a deep blue, and are adorned with the moft 
beautiful dark cye-lafiies I ever faw ; and to com- 
plete my praife of her, flie has a moft delicate 
complexion, and an enchanting tone of voice. 
As far as I could colIeiS from her converfation, 
which was very refemed, (lie met with a very cold 
reception fronl Madame il'O/cy.- but (he Ipeaks 
of; 
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■ rf Madame (& J'fl/wenf with extreme tenders^; 
flic loves you, vhhoiit knowing jou \ and fhs has 
e^preffed to mc much more gratJtutle, than my 
little ferviccs have merited ; and aJi this with fa 
much grace, and in (6 juQ a manner, as couid 
never be acquired by a knowledge of the world 
only, it muft be the effeft of Sn amiable difpo- 
fition i wiihouf which, one can never poffe£s that 
true politenefs, which is fo diftinguUhed and fo 
agreeable. 
^^m You wifii me then, my dear friend, to fpeak to 

^^k you about my little ConJ/antia. I atn very glad 
^^■'cf it, for you have no idea of the afle^tion I feel 
^^H 'for dlis dear child ; the has To fweet a temper, that 
^^P this is alone ful£cient to make her beloved ; I9 
^^B there is no occafion for punifliments or penances, 
^^^ When file has committed a fadi, i content my- 
^^H felf with faying, jsa a^iSl me, or ■for4 will wake me 
^^H(l(// .• in J3iort, X only ar tempt to awaken her fcnli- - 
^^Br'blHty', but not to excite her fears. Tell me what 
^W^ ^u think of this ? I dare fay you will be of mf 
' opinion. CimJIantfa is adored thrcughout the 

lioufe ; [here is not 3 ferv;inl who docs not feci, a 
real alieiflioii for her, hetaufe flie is accaftomed 
to treat them wtll-, and I a_m continually repeat- 
ing to her an cxccUent faying of an ancient Phi- 
loibpher, Thnt tw aught tc treat our fervants at if 
tbey %uire unfoilwiatt Jriends, Adieu, my dear 
'iriend. 1 have taken your advice, and am fe- 
■ learning Englifh', it tires mc to death i 
wt I begin to read profc tolerably well, Fue- 
nv dear friend. 
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I 7/ie Banittfi D'Mmane to ikt fijcounufi. 

If yon are charmed with Ck^'o, 1 can afliire 

' jou, fhe is no lefs charmed wiib you; flie has 

I '*rfittcn a very long letter to Madame de ValmotA ■ 

attd your charms, your wit, and your £gurD, fitt 

Up at leall three pages of it. 

I fee with great pleafVire, that you continue your 
Xngtifh, and above all, my dear £riead, that you 
employ yourfelf ferioufly in the education of our 
dear little Conflantia. You alk my advice on your 
manner of correfting her faults ; I wUl anfwer you 
wlcbout ceremony, anti with my ufual freedoin. 
"The method of awakening the fenflbility of chH- 
Jren, as it i3 called, is of no ufe when it is abufed v 
or to fpeak more plainly, ought very feldom to be 
wade ufe^^. In continually repeviting to your 
child by way of corrcfting hex,t\tzifirhasnffi£hd 
' ffou, or moi^/jiijtff//, yoa familiarize hartoaaidea, 
which ought to inl'pire her with horror j that of 
making you unhappy ) and at lall, the will hear 
you m.ike ufe of thefe expreCiona without feeling, 
the fmallefl emotions i fo that, far from eocreafing 
her feulibiliiy, you will cxhauft and deftroy it for 
crer, unlefs you change your method ; infli£l oH-. 
her, therefore, little pnnilbmenis proper for her- 
age i deprive her of a faTowrite pUiy-iliing for a fair 
days, or of fcmething fhe likes to eat; ami for 
greater faults baniih her fiiom ynai own ajrartment. 
If you can be fure that her Governcfs will not aiTiuf« 
p ker in her own j for if Ihe is diverted during this dif- 
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grace, every thing is loft. ' As for me, when 1 
give up Mlmde to Mifsi Bridget, 1 am fiire that 
fhc will not fpeafc a word to her j (bat flic will 
fcarccly anfwer a fingle queftion ; and in fliort, 
will treat her with the greateft difdain; hefides this, 
Mtlaide knows, that though i fuffer a great deal, 
when I punifli her in this manner, yet ihe is con- 
vinced I ihall always perfevere in it ; becaufe I re- 
gard it as my duty, and becaufe nothing prevents 
my doing it with the moft fcrupulous exaftnefs. 
When flie is received again into favour, I exprcfs 
thegreateftfaiisfaaion.bywhichlexcitcherfenfibi- 
lily and gratitude, whhont diminifhing that necef- 
lary fear, which gives me fo much command over 
her: that kind of fear, is the only eilecm chil- 
dren are capable of feeling ; for if they do not fear 
tbofe on whom they depend, they will defpife, in- 
iiead of loving them; this kind of fear ntvcr de« 
-itroys coniiitence : but tike care never to infpireit 
by your prefence : or by putting the ftnalkft con- 
ftraini on their innocent diverfiors. Tou ought 
never to reftrain them, but when they commit a 
tiult, and not in their gaiety -, and by this means, 
you may afiure yourfelf, that the afftition of your 
ch'ld will equal its rcfpefl for you : but if yon are 
pecviJli, and check her in the midft of her amufe- 
nienis, you will infpire in her the fame fear which 
a tyrant would excite; and thai can only produce 
averCon, 

A perfon who is hy nature fubordinate to an- 
other, and does net pay him the refpedl which is 
tis due, does nrt r.aife, but lower himfelf by it. 
TVs ate then only Kuly noble, when wt know our 
real place ; infolence, fo far from cxaltingf in ef- 
fefl only difgracea* us ; even when it feems to fuc- 
Mcd the beft. This is fo true, that a woman who 
rules 
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mres her hufband, a Con who governs his fathcri 
-make ihemJelvcs defpifcd, if they do not carefully 
Wrnccal tlie ppwer they exercifci for all uforpatlon 
- is naturally odious to us, and the low of order and 
jufticcj is foand in all hearts which are not entirelf 
'corrupted : therefore do not deflroy that fear in 
"your child, which I have juft defcribcd to you ; 
ihf ought to fee! it, aod you to cherifli it. Let us 
refpefl and acknowledge the rights of others : but 
sever let us be bafe enough to renounce ihofc 
which Nature has given us ; for this would be to 
reverfe the order of things, and take from lis all 
"he merit of paying a proper regard to thole who 
ire our luperiors. 

Locke fays, " Children fliould be always cotn- 
' mended inftead of punifhed, when they confcfa 
* a fault, be it whai it will." Tliis does not 
appear to nie lo be right : wlwn Jdelntiie aLCufes 
berfetf of a finall fiiult, fiie is pardoned with a (hort 
exhortation, conftantly attended ivith the piaifes 
due to her candour, and her confidence in me : it 
it be only a confcllion, in anfwer to my queftion") 
I punilh her in proportion to her fault; if lie comes 
Co n\t, and owns ihe has been guilty of a ferJuus 
fault, fbe is then punilhed, hut in a lefj Jegi-ce, 
than if I had difcovered what Ihe has acknowledg- 
ed of lier own accord. Wc come out of tlio hands 
of our I'utors with liich falfe notions, thai ii is not 
aflonilhing wc (hould ftand in need of the CK[)e. 
lience of the world to rectify ihero. If our edii'-*- 
lion had been a good one, experience would con- 
vince us that we have imbibed rigtii and juft prin- 
ciples; and they would be the rule of our fuiiite 
eonduft: iiidead of which, the firfl thing we learn 
on our entrance into company 15, th.it all we h.ive 
hecn 
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:en taught relative to moralitf , was either b\£e or 
iggeraced : and this difcovery gives us great la- 
Fa^ion, as it allows us to look on all principle 
ppcjudices, and permits us to deliver ouifelves up 
lO our paflions. When a child, vbo has owned 
ItTelf guilty of a fault, receives more praife by fa 
dwng than if it had not committed it, it is very 
natural that Hie Ihouid imagine fhe may behave iU 
again, iflheisbai hon eft enough to confe& it. 
This is the reafon we fet (b many people boaQiog 
•f their faults, and faying, with a ridiculous vanity» 
'''senfefi tnjifelf petvijb, eaprUicus, and pajjienatti as 
" theic words would excufe and make amends for 
their follies. Ferfuade your child, that it is right 
asd noble to confefs her faults freely ; but that it is 
infinitely more fo, never to be guilty of any. When 
a girl is arrived at the age of fifteen or fiiteen, 
ibat floj-ies is Ihe roC lold with the laudnble inten- 
tym of infpiring her wiili a horror for vicej Peo- 
jile fancy they do wonders, in telling her, that a 
m/unan ivht it nat virtueui, is rtgord^d by tiohdy, ii 
ianybed frem fociety^ &c. &c. when at the lame 
liioe they will fee in the moft polite circles, luamen 
tflittU virtiu, viho are very much taien ttetice of; and 
"' «y immediately conclude, their mothers and their 
)verne£es are all liars ; and that there can be no 
in their having an intrigue: this is all that is 
lined by not adhering to the truth. Virtue is fo 
niablc, that it is unneccfTary to employ aititice to 
iske it efleemcd. Let us then leave falfehood and 
imutation to vice ; which has need of it lo con- 
he deformity 1 but if we wifh to fucceed la 
ir inflruAions, let us always adhere to truth. 
You muft excufe my being a litiU tedious in this 
letter, as it b neceilary ab«vc all thisgs that 
I iliould 
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1 fbould exprcfs myfclf clearly. What I nnderftaod 
by principles, is to have a juft idea of right and 
^ORgi and 1 uaderlland that what is meant t^ 
tinue, is to acquire a uRc for that right, founded 

principle, and (Irengthened b; the cuftom of do- 
ing well. It is evident that cducatioa gives us 
tbcfe principles ; and I think I have proved to joq 
in fome other letters, that it alfo gives us virtues % 
but you will doubtlefs tell me, all this is not fufi 
-ficieiit to make us truly gisod ; and that experience 
Vt ftill neceflary to give us a knowledge of our own 
flrength, and to know how to ufe it. To fnve had 
eeper'itnci, is in a certain length of time to have felt 
all the temptations of which we are fufceptiblei it 
b to be convinced that we cannot be happy or 
ofteemcd.but in proportion as we are virtuous-, and 
M we have the JorUtude to refift our pafSons. If 
jou content yourlelf with op!y Joying all ibis to 
jour pupil, you give her only a Ic^ure, and not 
that knowledge, which is to be gained folcly by 
fc£b. Produce events \ throw temptations in her 
way J and repeat thefa trials, encreaSng their at-> 
tractions, as her reafon gains ftrength. If flie yield 
to them, let the puniflicnent fprjng from the caafe 
ilfclf : for inlbince, if (he tells a he, punifh her for 
it, as for any other fault ; but, belides that, let 
her feel for a long time the great inconvenicnciea 
attending this vice : appear to have loll all confix 
dence in her, diftruft every thing ftie tells you, &c. 
&c. : in Qiort, prove every thing to her by afUons 
and fitgation, inftead of leiSsres ; and your daugh- 
ter at llxteen will barve as much experience, as the 
generality of women at five- and- twenty. 

It is necetTary, that I make you a reply on a fub- 
-je£l, which. I confider, my dear friend, as a ^ery 
important* 
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important one. Tou tell your Jaughter io regard 
ftrvants as utifortunaU friends. ' I never admired 
this idea, as it is not founded on trutli: we cannot 
regard perfons without education as our friends ; 
as to any tiling elfe which is meant by this maxim ,. 
It is very allowable, as it proceeds from goodnefs of 
heart; but I know nothing more dangerous For a 
young Lady, than familiarity wtih ferwants. I 
would recommend it to her always to treat them 
with civility ; but would cxprefsly forbid all con- 
verfation with them : for fhe can only learn trifling 
and abfurd expreflions, low fentiments, and a tallc 
for bad company; which generally proceeds from 
not being able to bear reftraint, and from preferring 
the fociety of perfons beneath them, to that of ihofc 
whom they are obliged to treat with refpeifl and 
deference, which will always be difagreeable to 
fuch as love to take the command. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I greatly fear this letter will tire you 
to death ; but if you will ccnfider this matter, you 
will perceive that it is receflary for me to ac<]jiaint 
you with the whole of my plan of education. 
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^^ AnJ'wtr from the V'ifcounlejs it Llmturs. 

OO then my ideas of education, which i 
thought fo good, are all worth nothing; I canHt 
even deny if, fince experience has already eoiivir' 
cdmeofit. I havebeenthrecmonthstryinglobre; 
my little Laiijlanli'a of the unpolitenefs of anfwerin«j 
j^ff or Nfff without the addition of t'lr, or Moda^ 
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r',»riiicli cliiMren have fucli an averfion to repeat: 
,dll my fuffcrings, all my maladies, were of no ef- 
'bft : at length your letter determined me to pu- 
tlM'li my gitl for this fault j and for tliefe four days 
pad (he has never omitt ed fayii^ Sir, and Madam^ 
rery diftindlly, which has perfuaded me that your 
laaechod is better than mine. 

Ihadavery feriousdifpuieyefterdayabout you; 
ey were talking of you and Madame d'Oflalis .- 
K^nd they thought it very (irange that you did not 
l[;feome to fee her in her lying in, as you a&c6le<j to 
T-love her like your own child. I laid, Madame 
I liOJialis was one and twenty, had an excellent ftate 
B*of health, and this was not her fir ft lying-in; and It 
T-jWOuld have been very fimple in you to have left 
t('}our childrento take a journey of two hundred 
'ItagtiES, to be prefent at an event which could not 
occafion you any apprehcnfions. They perfevcred 
in faying, that you could not love Madame d'Oflalis-, 
that you had only facrificed fo much of your time 
to her, and educ;ited her fo well, in order to eJla> 
1 blifh heradvantageoufly in the world, through va- 
in this country, elTential bertefiii goforno- 
jTithipg; and praife is only given to trifles. It is 
V^ftecauie wc praife with reluiiaoce what we cannot 
"imitate! and for this reafon we do not fo much 
."sdmite fenfibiliiy for its great facriflceSj as when it 
"fliews hfelf by attentions, vifits, and thofe Utile afts 
of friendlhip, in which wc take To much pjeafure, 
becaufc the moft tiiding people can give thefamc 
teftrmonies of regard, 

Noiwichltanding your predictions, Monf. de Li- 
maun is more cloii:ly than ever engaged to Madame 
GfrvUki /he has perfeilly regained the empire over 
^ium, which for a Ibort Ltme Ihc bad lolt. Af. de 
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now ahnoft lives with her, and their re- 
:iJi>tioD has put me fo much out of temper. 
It we live ingnirely worfc together than before 
Aeir quafrel. I have two flaughters, the eldeft 
ImH probably be fettleci in Icfs than three years, as 
Am is now fifteen ; and I haie the pain to reSc£t, 
that the moft intriguing, and the moft ill-bred 
woman in the world, wiik chufe a hufband for her ; 
for Monf. Je Liaieiirt, though he is fenfible of her 
faults, fuSers himfelf to be entirely ruled by her; 
and is To very indolent and carelefs, that he is 
ptcafcd when any body wilt take the trouble to con- 
iidcr and determine for him, and by that means 
feve him fo much labour. Yet he docs not want 
fetafc I he has naturally penetration, acutenefs, and 

a juft way of thinking. Ah ! if I had but 

If I could have ffrilowed. your advice !— I Qiould 
not now have been fo unhappy » ' • • Yes ; un- 
happy I am ; 1 know all my follies, all my caprices ; 
I have paflcd fourteen years without rcflefting one 
Dioment on the advantages which might have re- 
fulted from making a friend of my hufbanO. It is 
fcarcely eighteen months lince I began to think 
about it : fincc which time I have feen him with 
cither eyes ; or, to exprefs myfelf better, have obfi;rv- 
cdhim, liftened to him, and have learned with in- 
expreflifate furprife, that if I have not loved htm be- 
fore, it was merely from inattention, and beertufe I 
was taken up with other things. When one is part 
the age of thirty, and has renounced the airs of 
coqueirj', and find one's fe!f tired with diflipniion, 
one can do nothing better than love one's hufh^nd, 
if it it in one's power. Whilft I was making thefc 
prudent rtfleiflions, Monl". de Limouri quarrelled 
ilh Madame de GerviUe. I felt a ]<yf on that 
account 
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account, which he eaCly perceived, and I thou(_ 
he Teemed flattered by it : he dined mare frequently 
at borne ; did not feem tired when he was there^ 
and every thing went on as I could wifh^ When 
all or a ludden he met with Madame ^le GtrvUk 
again ; they were reconciled, and again he aban- 
doned his houfe, To that fometimesl do not fee hint 
hibr fifteen days together. This conduct gave me 
^ concern, which at firft I ingenuoufly difcoveredf 
Kit finding Monf. de Limours was more perplexed^ 
_ban affliifled by it j I changed my behaviour, and 
Btreatcd him with the grcateft contempt. Bitter 
Kcptoaches fucceeded ; and in Ihort, we now live 
■^ thoufand times woHe together than ever. How 
tnuch do I feci at this momeot the want of fuch a 
liend as you are !— Adieu I I am too gloomy to 
Mnverfe with you any more at prefent ; I will not 
■l^iihirb the peace you enjoy . What a differente 
^'lp.therc in om: fiiuations !— You married a man of 
k mofl refolute, and even imperious temper \ he 
defpifed womcn^ and made you fuffer the greatell 
injufUce, from his abfurd jealoufy, at the very 
time that he had conceived a violeot palfion for 
another woman ; you have found means to detach. 
him from your rival, to obtain his efteem, his 
tendernefs, and his entire confidence. And as to 
me, they married me a man the eaficft in the 
world to manage, to govern j and I have never 
acquired the fmalleft power over his mind ; I am 
not able Co teparate him even from a woman whom 
he does not love, and whom, infait he defpifes. 
Ah ! 1 fee now too plainly we are the caufe of our 
own unbappineG. Had you been in my place* 
you would have been happy ; was I in youra» I 
(hould bare been the mofl wretched of all creati 
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Adieu, my dear friend ! At leaft pity i 
write to me. Point out to mc all the faults I 
have been guilty of i fliew me the confequenct?! 
of all the miftakcs I have made, and which havjiM 
occaConed me fo much grief. I have only aconVl 
fufe'd norion of them myfelf, and wifli to haw^ 
them better explained, not on my own accouiH 
for my fate is fixed ; but that I may better defcrib^ 
to my children thofe dreadful inconveniencies; ariS 
that 2t Icaft the fad experience I have gained msri 
be ufeful to them 1 and this wiU confole mc fortl " 
uneafinefs it has occafioncd mc. 

The Chevalier d-: Herbain is at laft arrived ; Bi] 
is jiift as chearful and as amiable as you ever fa^ 
him. He pretends, that in five years we hart 
abfolutely changed our falhions, our cuftoms, aiH 
our manners; and that he as much a ftrang^' 
here, as he fliouid be Ht Coiiftjminople. Th) 
aftoniftiment which he afiefls at every thing fa 
fees is very droil, and fits very well on hin 
has charged mc to lay his compliments at yoc _ 
feet, and intends wrliingto tEc Baron next week;!' I 
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^^K^rsm the Baronefs d'jllmaiu to the Vifcou/Ucft..'^ 

XTOW much you afflifl me, my dear frier 
by the account you give me of your lituaiiooiH 
Wld yOu wifh me to have the cruelty to place bafl 
fore your eyes, all thofe little faults which haTOjJ 
prpduced fuch great misfortunes ! Did you naf;|!?| 
ike this requcft to rac merely to affeft me, and- r 
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to lake firom me the power of reproaching you ? 
It would not be the firJl time you had made ufe of 
this aitiGce. But, my dear friend, do you not 
know it is impofljble for me to let an opportunity 
efcape of preaching to you ? Befldes, I am well 
perfuaded it is fiill ta your power to change your 
prefent uneafy fituation, and make it perfectly 
happy : but for this end yon muft have great per- 
fevcrance, and a refolute and determined mind. 
Your firft fault proceeded formerly from your 
thinking it perfectly genteel, to appear cold and 
difdainful to your huiband. ; he was very nearly of 
the fame opinion ; and this coufoimity of fenti- 
ment ought to have prevented your coming toge- 
ther. With regard to the venation his attach- 
ment to Madame de Gerv'Ue has caufed you, it is 
but too true, that you in great meafure owe it to 
yourfclf. I have kept all your leiters, and have 
this morning found one wkich you wrote me on 
this fubjeft twelve years ago. It is now by me on 
^e table, and I will copy it exactly. 
_ *' At length, my dear coufin, all my wilhes are 
KBCComplillicd ; 1 have no more fears nor UDea- 
Rfinefs for the fuiure ; I am now fure of being 
'*" for ever at liberty, and enjoying my own eafe. 
" Monf. de Limours is falten in love with a woman 
" of inlriguej they aflure me it is a real paffion ; 
" that it is mutual, and that it is an engagement 
*' for life. Now, if you wifli to know the name 
" of the object, it is Madame de Gcrvilli; and 
*' as you do not know her, I will give you 3. de- 
" fcripcion of her. She is four years older than 
*' me, confequentiy is four-and-twenty ; flic is 
" one of [hofe fon of women who are only hand- 
'*' f""ip three or four hours in a day, when flic is 
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" (iill drelTed, and by candle-light ; ihc has 3 
" very difagreeble air of coquetry, which con. 
" fifts in making fecea, and affefting to be gay. 
" Her charafter is at Icaft doubtful ; for it is faid, 
" Monf, de Limours is not the iirrt engagemene 
*♦ for life flie has entered into. At prcfcnt, flic 
" has what is called many friends, which only 
" means that flie keeps a great deal of company. 
" In fliort, flie is the moft^buflling, moft vifiting, 
*• and moft intriguing charaSer in the world. 
*' To confidcr this in a political lights a woman 
" ol her temper and turn of mind might be ufeful 
" to Monf. tif Limours ; flie could cabal for him, 
" and infpirc him with that aftivity which he has 
'* not at prefent j fhe would a!fo be a means of 
*' leating me entirely at liberty. It is true that 
" Monf. de Limours has not hitherto been very 
" Ironblc&me to mei but bow can I tell from 
'* one minitte to another, that he may not, for 
<* want of other employment, take it into his 
'* head to pay attentions to nic ! Thank Heaven, 
" Madame db GerviUe delivers me from this, fear ; 
" therefore, out of gratitude, I aft her to fup with 
•• me i lend her my box at the opera ; and let no 
" opportunity efcape of praifing her figure, her 
'• drefs, her graces, and her wit. Oh ! (he has 
" not obliged one who is ungrateful [---Adieu, my 
" dear coufin ! Quit the melancholy country, and 
" return quickly hither ; for I have no real joy 
*' without you,'* 

Well, my dear fi-icnd, what fay you to this 
letter? What a furprillng revolution has twelve 
years made in your ideas, and in your heart ! 
When our happinefs is not founded on reafon, 
IF fubjeit it is to decay. That which Iranfports 
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us to day, will perhaps torment us to-mi 
You kaow the poor Countefs tie L — , who, by 
jealoufy, made lierftlf fo infupportabtc to her " 
band' She was undoubtedly lo blame ; but 
^ult could not injure her reputation ; nor v/aa 
fufficient to deprive her of her hulband's frii 
(tip for ever. By your (hewing fo much joy, 
dear friend, .it what ought lo have afflifted you 
fecret, by leekiog after and receiving your rh 
at your own houfe, you have faftcned the kno^ 
tighter, which you now vainly endeavour to undo. 
This imprudent conduft was a breach of decorum, 
and you know the pretences it gave afterwards to 
Madame ;/« Grrvrlle to blacken and injure your 
reputation lo Monf. de Limours. But let us fay 
no more of the paft ; it is the prefent and the fu- 
ture which ought to engage our attention. It ii_ 
neceflary that we obtain from Monf. de Li} 
the facrificc of a cooneilion (b unworthy of 
and in which he has not found, even in bii 
tunc, thofc advantages which you expefled. Fof^ 
his attachment to a woman fo dangerous, and of 
fuch an intriguing i'pirit, has only ferved to lead 
him into errors, and to render him often full 
pe^ed, thoBgb unjuHly ; and it has deprived hiui 
of that efteem to which he was otherwife entitled. 
Is it polGble, niy dear friend, that with the defirc 
you have to bring him back to you, you ihould 
take ic into .your head to treat him with the grtoieji 
■^contempt ? He niight excufe paflion, petulance, 
even though unjuft ; but contempt and difdain b< 
caa never pardon. Let him fee your grief, 
concern ; take the firft opportunity to cx) 
yourielf to biro; then confcfs your fault: 
utd this win make him fenJ&ble < 
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jFou may not be able to bring about a reconcllia- 
un perhaps in a day, but by perfevering in this 
mdu^, be affured, before a twelvemonth is 
_ " ', he will beftow on you all his tcndernefs 
i confidence ; dnct he has nothing of real con- 
[quence to repro«ch you with, and that he cer- 
linly has an affeftion for you, AJieu, my -dear 
f fcend ! Do not conceal from me any thing which 
r ihtereds you ; and above all, let me knovr what- 
KVcr relates to MonC de Liawurj. 
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From the fame tt tie/ami, 

f J. SEND you, my dear friend, a letter from 
\ ,^elaide. You will cert-nJnly fae fatisfied wiih the 
1 writing, but perhaps will be allon'rfhed to find in 
Kit many fauhs in regard to the fpeiling : but when I 
■^ve her leave to write to you once a month, I told 
I fhauld neither correfl: her rtilc, nor the fpeiling, 
'~ She has juft brought me her letter ; 1 ha^e pointed 
out the faults to her, and flie wanted to write ano- 
ther which I would not allow ; fo that fhe faw 
this feni away with great concern, and waits with 



impatience till the t-u^flh of April, in the hope of 
r doing better, and of lenctiiig you a more complete 

Tetter. This is the fcind of emulation I wifh to 

Infpirc her with. Apropos, of writing -, I will 
Piow tell you the manner in which v/nt/ni'i/* has been 

laught to write, and which I advife you to follow 
' fer ConftoKtia, I have obferved, the moft fatiguing 
fiofall klToDS 10 children, is that of writing ■, for. 
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indeed, notliing can be more tirerome, than fiUinga 
large page by repeating one or two phrafcs, whicli 
contain only two lines. I therefore had cxCrads 
taken from Tome inflru^ing and amuling books, 
and written by an excellent mafter ; which I made 
nine or ten volumes of, to ferve as copies for mjr 
children. Some of them are written large for 
their firft UlTons-, others in a fmail band, for the 
ages of twelve or thirteen, iSc. Theyareall writ- 
tea on lingle fheets of paper ; and when one vo- 
lume is finifhed, they begin another. By this me- 
thod Adelaide iinds her leflbns agreeable ; Ihe is in- 
ftrufled while ftic writes ; and as (be finds in the 
fame fpace a greater number and variety of words, 
jhan other children who only copy a fingle line, 
.Bie will certainly learn to fpell much fooner. 

No, my dear friend, Adelaide h nat already per- 
-Jta-. Nature has formed her with many great feults; 
I'^d I have as yet only been able to reprefs thetn, 
not to deftroy them entirely. She is violent, giddy, 
-and hecdlefs ; and of courfe not able to pay clofc 
Attention. With people of whom fhe is not afraid, 
&e is impatient, and even palGonate ; but, like all 
ygther children, flic knows perfectly well how to 
Tiibmit to neceHity; and being convinced I have 
^e power, as well as the will to puniQi her, flie is 
.^ttiemety fubmiflive to me. She has two or three 
,£mes played tricfc» with Mifs Bridget; but at laft, 
^nding her as inflexible as I was, ftte now refpefls 
and obeys her, as well as me ; we fhould indeed 
^ink her perfeft, if I did not watch her narrowly, 
when Ihe is not aware of it. While Ihe is learning 
to draw, I either write or read; and frequently fur- 
-prize her in making faces or mimicking Dainwtlt ; 

id I fee clearly, that if I was not prcfcnt, fiie would 
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l>e both impertinent and perverfc to him. Nothing 

fs more eafy than to prefcribe rules to children ^ 

lint when you have forced a mind, naturally impe- 

I lions, to fubmiffion, you muft never leave her to 

I terfelf a fingliT moment ; for if you once lofc fight 

k W her, you may be fiirc thai flie will make herfelf 

t amends the very firft opportunity, for the conftraint 

r jou impole on her. The more ftibnaiflive fhe is 

[ wirh you, the more untraftable ihe will be with 

h Cithers; and thtn» infteail of curing her of one vice, 

f Jou only make her guilty of more. The mildnefs 

I Bie fliews you is only the tffeft of her fubmiffion, 

I and in time will become deceit and hypocrify : 

I Aerefore never put her into hands on which you 

I Vannot depend, as well as yourfelf. Keep your 

I eyes on her, till timet reafon, and habit, Hiall have 

ftbfotutely changed Her difpofition. As to other 

I inatters, ^delmdi has many amiable qualities ; (he 

r.fias an extreme feniibHity ■, is generous ; incapable 

ttf envy ; never out of temper i and certainly has 

a very good nnderftanding. 

It is very neccflary to accuftom children lo treat 

alt their mafters, not only with potitenefs, but with 

'refpcft; for they ought to be perfuaded they arc 

^^_ VRider obligations to every body who teaches them 

^^g bny agreeat^e or ufefiil knowledge. This fenti- 

f^^ mcntof gratitude will do honour to the parents who 

Slave direftcd the education of their children, and 

they will take their leiTons with greater advantage. 

Adelaide, thinking I did not lee her ycderdayf 

I'fhatched a pencil out of DainviUi% hand, which he 
bad not cut quickly enough for her. I obliged her 
fe make excufes (or it, which I dilated to her in 
fche mofi humble terms : this went much agaioft 
Sfiri and whea we wo-e alonet flic told me fhe did 
□ot 
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tiot think (he owed (o much refpeift to a young man 
like Monf. Damville.» But, laid I, does he not 
inftru3 you in a mod agreeable fcience, and de- 
votes his timeand attention to you I He is one of 
your bcncfaflors. BenefaiSors !— A mafter ! ■ . . , 
Ah ! well, hut do you not mean to tell me, he ia 
paid for all this, t^aa that it is his duty ? If this rea- 
fon cxcufes your gratitude, you will be ungrateful 
to all the world ; for example, to me, who in edu- 
cating you, rewarding, or punifliiHg you, only do 
my duty, and ib you are not obliged to m,e for it , . , 
Oh ! mamma, how can you compare yourfelf . . . . 
I know very well, you owe much more to me than 
to Monf. Dainvilte ; but there ace diiFercnt degrees 
of gratitude; and if you arc not fenfible of fmali 
ohiigations, you are incapable of feeling great ones 
as. you ought to do. If you have no gratiluile to- 
wards Monf. Xlainvilk, that which you owe to mc 
will be very weak. This way of reafoning made a 
very lively impreflion on her ; and I am very cer- 
tain flie will make a point of appearing to fhcw 
great gratitude to Dainville, in order to convince 
me, that what fhe feefs for me is without bounds ; 
(he has thus pcrfeflly undetfiood that every body 
who does not fail in the duties they o_wc us, con- 
tcibuce all in their power to promote our happtncfs > 
and for that realbn, ought to infpire us with gra- ^ 
tiluci: in propoition to ihe pleafure or comfort they 
procure us j and fhe has even felt, that if thefe 
duties arc difcharged with affeaion, oui- affcilion 
ought to be the reward. 

. And now, my dear frienJ, I muft tall; to you ;i 

little of our. amufements. We liave had very bril- 

Ii_ant ones this month ; for inftance, jve have afled 

^^^jmedies, ami my cliililicn were our princim^^^J 
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actors. I fee here your aftonifiiment. How • 
jfdelaide has played the partHf a girl In ln>e / Dats 
Adelaide knati? already what it is to be in love f ta have 

a kver^ violent pajftani, &c Lav aiide your 

fears, my dear } Adelaide knows nothmg of al! this. 
We have played two comedies, in which there is 
no love, no lovers, no violent paffions : but I will 
explain this riddle to you : you muft know I bavr 
compofed " Dramas fir the ufe of ehildreny and 
" young perfmis." I have alreadyfaid, that children 
inuft have natural and lively images before them, 
■which may firike their imaginaiion, touch their 
hearts, and be engraved on their memories. On 
this principle i have planned my Work, and thefe 
tittle comedies form a coUeflion of leflbns on mo- 
rality; 1 have endeavoured to point out ihofe irre- 
gularities and faults which are ridiculous ; but in 
general have avoided reprefcnting charaQers that 
are truly odious. 

They are very dangerous parts to be a£ted ; 
children may forget the unravelling of the plot, 
and the moral to be drawn from it ; and the bad 
part only will remain in their heads ; that is, they 
will adopt, what they have been taught to reprefem. 
I have compofed plays both for Adelaide and her 
brother ; the perfons in the former are all women; 
in the latter ihcy are mm. This was the more 
eaTy for ine to do, as 1 haniihed love from my 
theatre ; and thus 1 avoided that familiarity, which 
the rehcatfal of their parts neccfliirily occafions be- 
tween ailors ; which would not agree with that 
ft ri£l delicacy, fo becoming young people. It ap- 
peared to me, that thcfe new kind of plays might be 
ufefu] in the education of youth ; lb that children, 
■ by amuftng themfdves in this manner, may exercUe 
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I'Aeir memory, improve their pronunciation, ac- 

[ ^if€ grace ill their fpeaking, aiidlofe that fbolifh. 
' ' d of embarraflinent, to wliich they are fo fubjcit, 
Vhen they have ai5led a part, filled with goodnefe, 
flicacy, and generofity ; they will blufli to be per- 

Jitetfe, or infentible. In fliort, they will love and 
J •sheriff that virtue which they fe; fo amiable and 

tmuch admired : but I repeat it, lliat it is sbfo. 
tely tieceiliiry the pieces ihould be conipofed on 
Tyurpofe; for the ijeft of our theatrical compofitions 
L Would be dangerous, and .at the fame time, above 
the capacity of the moft fenliblc child, who is only 
'en years of a^e. 

On the firff of March, we-had two of our little 

■ Plays a£ted; the firft was called the Flaggom, and 

' e fecond the Dove. Madame de f^aimant and I, 

lok the parts of the Mother and the Fairy. Ade- 

' '• performed the priticipa! parts, and two pretty 

Sittle girls,, daughters to Madame de f^almanfs 

I Uniting- women, formed the reft of the company. 

I four days after, there were two other Pieces per- 

'wmcd by the men, at which we were only fpeiSa- 

Jtors. The aftors were Monf. d'j^maitt, Theadsre, 

^ii&oaC de Vaimmf, his Ion Charles-, who is thirteen 

_ sarsold, and amoft elegant figure i lAor£. d' Airruf^ij 

\^ainville, and two of the footmen. The plays 

*Were called the Trav^lUr, and The tiallhr Childrtit. 

^'■Charles was very fuccelsful in ths fir/t, and Tifea- 

-dsff performed very well in ths fecond. Thera 

WIG great emulation becwceii our two companies'. 

BuCotir beft Aftora aee Gh.irla and Adelaidty who 

ace really furprifingfor their age. Our Plays have 

Succeeded fo weli^ that we ihall a^ tbe f;ime over 

again iji the couifer of this month. We ha v* a 

ry pretty {il%y-b<i'ure and a luU; wliich will hi:rkl 

G ^ x«'s 
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two hundred people, and which is completely filled 
by our neighbours, our own family, and the coun- 
try people round us ; which altogether forms an 
audience very refpe£table v but they treat us with 
great indulgence; Adieu, my dear friend. If you 
wifli to have tickets for our next performance, let 
me know. Oh ? 1 wifli you could fee our little 
Dramas ; I fhoulti enjoy them as much again, if 
you were here; and perhaps they would intereft 
you more than you imagine ; for the afFefling and 
innocent graces of infancy add incxpreffible chari 
to thefc inconfiderabie productions. 
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Anfuitrfrem the FiJl'BunUfs de Limeun. 

" 1 F I want tickets for your next pbys, 
" will fend me fome !" Do you think this a _ 
fant jeft ! or that it is generous in you to infult 
the grief I lee! at being feparated from you ? 1 am 
very-fure I ihould prefer your children's plays to the 
greateft part of ihofe araufements I fee here; for 
inftance, to one I was prefent al yefterday. M. de 
lilcfaCi gat'e a very grand entertainment at his 
councry-houfe. He had coUeded cogeiher about 
fifteen Ladies of the beft quality, the greater part 
of whom were very young. It began by a beauti- 
ful illumination in the gatden, and ended by aiding 
two Comedies of a very liifFerent nature from 
yours' ; you may have heard of them, becaufe they 
are reckoned good ones nf their kind j but are fo 
' 'Cent, that ten years ago, no woman of any 
delicacy 
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ielicac^ would even confefs (he fiad read them. 
RWcll ! we faw them, at this time, performed before 
"fc hundred Gentlemen without any difiiculty; and 
lave even tiefired M. de Bk/tU to let them be played 
*" ' I confeis to you, I had no idea of fuch 
jufnefs; and 1 wonJeied at the intrepidity 
f all ihcfe young Ladies, whiift the play laded; 
> at other times affcfl to be fo fearful and balhfiil 
II on enteriDg a room. If I could, without an 
Ippeaiance of prudery, li^ve declined going a fe- 
"Oiid time, I certainly fliould have brok© my en- 
pgement; for really m^iriod is not fo corrupted 
) to make me prefer fuch pieces to the French 
medics. •Madame (i'0/i'n/jj was invited to this 
tenter tain ment, but would not go, which I v^ry 
Tiuch approved of j and certainly, had I been only 
Itrenty years old, I (hould have done as (he did, in 
^ite of falhion, or tht: po^er of example. 

I tell you, my dear friend, I make great progre& 
1 the Englifli language, and begin to read profe 
^ery prettily. Apropos, do you knovi" any thing 
"^ f an Englifli book on Education, written by Lerd 
" _ hrfield, in LeIUrs to his Son?' This Lord Chef- 
erficld is an impertinent Author.. Liflen, I tn- 
Z you, to themanneT in which he treats us, and 
fee whether you could know yourfelf in this gallant 
pidlure, which I trantlate literally : " Women are 
" only children of a larger growth, they have an 
" entertaining tattle, fometimes wit; but for folid 
" rcafoning, or good Tonfe, 1 never in my hfe 
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'• knew one that had it, or who aBed or reafofwd 
" confiftenlly, for four-amJ-tweiitj' hours togcthei\ 
** A man of fenfe only trifles with them, plays 
" with them, humours, and flatters them, as !i« 
" does an engaging child. But he neither confulis 
" them about, nurtruns them with ferious matters." 
Do you, my dear friend, approve of a father's 
giving fuch an opinion of women to his fon ? For, 
befides that it is falfc and unjuft, it appears lo me 
to be dangerous ; for the man who defpifcs jvomen, 
is not more fecure from their fedudtions than oihc«, 
though he thinks he dilgraces himfeif by loving 
them. But for the reft, 1 who am more jgft than 
l^rd Chederfield, agree that there is much good 
fenfe in his letters, cut I think in general be fots 
too much value on what he calls the gract, and Ben 
ton. When his fon fir^^ appeared at Paris, Lord 
Chefterfield was afraid he would condufl himfeif 
atikwardly, and takss much more care of his man- 
ners than of his temper and difpoTition ; and his 
letters ate filled with the moft trifling pariicuIarB 
relative to the cuftoms of the polite world. He 
teaches his fon 'how to blow his nofe gracefijliy, 
tells him never to fpiil the fauce at tabic, never to 
fpit before compsny, and never toUugh loudj fe'r. 
tfc— In fhort, he has fitch a defirc to fee his fon 
fafhionable, tl^.-it he even facrifices his principles 
to that vain fancy i and he advjfes him to keep two 
miflrcfles at a time ! Befide?, though he valued 
himfelfonhisfaftiionableand polite air, he really was 
not polite in reality. There are often in his book 
1 letters confiftingof whole pages written in Frenctij^ 
I Iwillonlycopyof oncof them. He informs his ft 
] that a womaa of fathion undertook to form h" 
y, in a large company, flie " 
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fevcral people, " Do you know that I have under- 
"' taken this young man, and that you mull hdp Co 
' polifli hiin. He mnft neceflarily have an attach- 
' inent : and if I ain not judged worthy to be the 
« objet^l of it, we muft find him another. But do 
'' not go and difgrace yourfeif by keeping company 
< with opera girls, who will not put you to the 
" expence of fentiment or politenefs ; but will coil 
*' you Diucli more in every other refpeS. I repeat 
"■ it my friend ; if you aflociate witli thefr women, 
' you arc loA ; they will ruin your health and your 
' fortune: corrupt yourmanners, and deprive you 
" of that true politenefs, which can only be ac- 
' quired by keeping good company." — Vol. II. 

I know very well, that among polite people, one 
fometimes meets with a Lady, who undertakes to 
■farm the minds of young men ; but I do not believe 
they ever exprejled themfelves in fncb a manner, ~ 
Lord Chefterfieid's Letters are written in font 
volumes ; I have read them through ; you fee I at- 
tend clofcly to my Engliih — I begin alfo to devote 
a great deal of my time to Chiijlantia ; I make h^ 
read to me, and flie gets by heart the littc tales you 
fent mc : I keep hei' almoft the whole day with 
- me i in fliort, I imitate as well as I can all that 
you do for ddehitie, I begin already to reap the 
iruils of my attentions ; my pwn houfe becomes 
more agreeable to me, diffipation is lefe neceflary 
to me, and my health is much better. Conjfeniia ■ 
is equally Icnliblc, mild, and obedient : but fince \. 
have puiijihed her faults, fhe has told me feveral lyes 
iji order to keep berieli from thofc little corrections 
which I have given her according to your advice, 
when Ihe conEeOes her fault. How muft 1 remedy 
thj« ? Uow prevent a ciiild from telling lyes^ when 
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(he thinks herrelf fure of not being difcovered ? iP, 
ihort, how muft I adl to awaken her confcienceJ^ 
Anfwer me this in the moft particular mann 
in my opinion, it is the moil important of anjtf 
thing. ' 

The day before yefterday, I fpent the wht^ 
morning with Cecilia, whofe health is almoft perjj 
feaij- re-eftabiifhed. She told Madapie d^Oflah 
and me, that from what fhe had feen of the worloj 
Ibe found Ihe had no reafon to regret it ; i 
had formed a very differtnt idea of it in her foli- 
tude; and that her opinion of it was much mdre 
pjeafmg than ftie had found it in reality. " I meet 
'< with nothing," /aid fhe, " but conftraint and 
" dependance. It is in vain that 1 feek for free 
" dom and happinefs ; I fee only ridiculous t 
" nexions, oppofition, and the moft changes 
" whims and caprices. She added, that 
ihould return to her. Convent with no other c 
cern, than dial of leaning Madame d'Oflalis i 
me, for whom flie had a Jincere friendfhip ; whictK 
I am fure is mutual on ali (ides. For thefe t 
months part, Madame d'Ocly has behaved very 
kindly to her, and values herfclf much on 'the 
affection fhe has for her. As (lie fees we pay 
great attention to her, and that we go to brcakfaft 
with licr three or four times a week.; ilic has done 
the fame thing, and has introduced her to feveral 
of her own friends. CkciHa is lo interefting both 
in perfon and mind, and has fo many amiable qua- 
lities, that every one who fees her is charmed with 
her; fo that in (hort (he is quite the Tan, as ikr 
as her fUuation will admit ; and the Ladies, Who 
cannot well be jealous of a Nun, are all delirous 
" of feeing her, and being acquainted with her j 
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and they talk of her with a degree of enthufiafm ; 
wiiich has made Madame dOdy pretend to have a 
violent afFeftion for her, and which does her great 
honour in the opinion of the world; but it has 
not hindered her from hinting to Ctcilia, that flic 
would not wifh her to prolong her flay al Paris. 
She would have gone immediately, but aK her phjj- 
IJcians defire her to (lay five weefcs longer, I hi 
made her promife to remain here till the montt. 
May, though flic did it with great reludtance. 

Adieu, my dear friend ; do not forget, when yoi 
give my dear little Adelaidt: myanfwer to her letter, 
to embrace her for me as tenderly as you would 
do for yourfelf. And, now I think of it, let me beg 
you to be very particular in giving me your opinion 
of Charles, Madame dt t^ahtwnt'fi fon. 1 already 
know that he is thirteen years old ; that be has a 
tine perfon, and that he ach his part in Comf;3y to 
a wonder; which plainly proves him to have wit, 
and graces innumerable. Befides thefe, what is 
his difpofition, what his birth, and what will be 
his fortune ? I have the mofl earned defire to be 
informed of thefe* particuiarsT becaufe I forefee, 
that this littie Cbaries, fo amiable, fo near you, fo, 
often with Atid/iicU, may perjiaps in the end a£t a 
Hill more interefting part than ihofe you have hither- 
to given him. Adieu. Remember, if you do not 
anfwer me very clearly and particularly on this fuh- 
, I ftiall think you mean to conceal Ibme of y< 

tended fchemes from me. 
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LETTER XXXI. ' 



Anfwerfran tbt Barmefs. 



, AM not at all furpriled, my dear friend, ^dk 
Cmftnnita^ who has never been accuftomcd to be 
puniflied for ihe faults (he has committed, fhould 
have recourfe to telling lyes, in order to efcape 
punithment- What can hinder us from doing a 
bad aflion, which may be ufefu! and agreeaMe to 
us, when we are almoft certain we fliall riever be 
difcovered, and when it does no harm to any other 
perfon ? ConfcUme ! and pray what do you mean by 
Confcience? Il is a fenriment in our hearts which, 
by the remorfe it occalions, punifhcs us for our 
fault. This remorfe would have no exiftcnce in 
our minds, if virtue was only a thing talked of: 
(hat is, if it was not to receive immortal recom- 
pence in another world. In (hort, if every thing 
Jied with us, Heroes, who devote themfelves fat 
the good of their country, ani? who facrlficc their 
own intereft tor that of others, would afl the parts 
of mad-men i whilft the wifelt men would be thofe 
who gave themfelves up to every paflion they could 
gratf^ without incurring the punifliments inflidled 
by the law. Confcience i^ a guide iittle to be de- 
pended on, unlefs accompanied by religion. Give 
then to your fcholar religiouc fentimentSi perfuade 
her, that in every moment of her life the Divine 
Being fees and hears her: imprefs her mind with 
this fubltme and important principle; fct her the 
example of piety; let her often furprizc you pray- 
ing to God i let her be convinced that you Jind in 
this 
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tWs iJoty all riie confolairon you fVand ill need of, 
and thai you take piearure in fulfilling it ; make h« 
admire ihc wotks of God, rhe hcavEiis, the earth, 
kht verdure, the fruits (he eats, and the flowere ■ 
which flic gathfrrs j let evefy thing ferve to make 
her fenfible of the power and goodnefs of God, 
who has created ev«ry thing for Oilr ufej let her 
ieam (hort, (imple, and atFe£ling prayers, of which 
flic may underftand and feel the ufe. I have made 
fome on purpofe for Melaidt, which (he repeats 
wilh refpetS, and in a manner which always aftefta 
me ; I frc<)uently fpeak to her of her guardian An- 
gel, whom I deicribc Co her beautiful, as it is pot 
fible to be, crowned with garlands of nevCr-feding 
flowers, having wings of the moft dazzling bright- 
ncfs, and hovering always round her. The fweet 
and fmiling piiiture affeiSs bet heart, and feduces 
her imagination. She knows, that this charming 
being is as innocent as he is lovely ; that he detefts 
ij'cs, artifice, gluttony, and [raflion ; apd that every 
good aftion plcafes and delights him; (he fears to 
afflii3 her good Angel, and when (he is very good, 
(he fays to me with inixpteflibic pieafitre, God 
pi-otcfls mt, and my guardian Argel is (Jitislied 
with me. I alfo often fpeak to bcr of the evil 
fpirits, made fo by pride and ingratitudftj fvhom 
the Divine Judge precipitated from Heaven W the 
bottom of the dark abyfs, a frightful gulph, the 
eternal abode of the wicked ! jlckkide knows, that 
this infernal fpirit is only employed for our deitfuo 
tiuii; fliat he csufed rhe firfV fail of manj atid that 
it it he who prtjmpts us to tiie criiive of failinf ih 
our engagcmcnls and rcfolutirns ; an-J teaches us tt> 
-be Vain of the gifts of Nature, which HeaVen h^s ■ 
Von us. Teach C^n/^dnf;'tf all tiieie 
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■ in converfmg with her; for this kind of infirudion 
ought to precede the Catechifm, which you thought 
it your duty to teach her, when (he was only fix ot 
feven yeais old. Let her know, in reading the 
Catechifm to her, that the myfteries there menti- 
oned are above human undcrftanding : that God 
has made us tt love him, hut not to camprehend his 
grealnifs ; that we are too limited in our ideas, to 
dare to maintain, that every thing we do not un- 
derftand is falfei (Jnce throughout nature all is 
myfterious, and appears a prodigy; and as Afan- 
taigne fays, fpeaking of our incredulity on indiffe- 
rent things, " Belides the abfurdity, and raflinefs 
*' it implies in itfelf, it is a dangerous prefumption, 
•' and may have bad confequences, to undervalue 
« any thing merely becaufe we do not underftand 
" it." 

Thcfe are the methods I have taken with jide- 
hide, to awalcen-, as you fay, her Mnfcwnce. I have 
alfo made ufc of other means to produce this effect, 
which perhaps may appear to you to be trifling, but 
of the fuccefs of which I am certain. It is ridicu- 
lous to tell children, that a Vslllt finger can inform 
you of every thing they do in private, becaufe it is 
both folly and falfehood. But I tell jdelaide, when 
file does not anfwer me with fmcericy, I fee it 
plainly in her countenance ; and in truth it is fo, 
for, when you know children thoroughly, it is very 
cafy to read in their eyes all that they think. By 
this tneans (he is never templed to difguife the ttutb 
from H.e, certain that I fliould always penetrate 
thfoitgh it- Befides, by means of repeating to hei, 
that 1 am fure Ihe would not commit a real fault, 
even if flic were certain I Ibould not difcover tt, I 
|ierfuadc 
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perTuade her of it^ and it is really true; for me has 
not of late been guil^ of any one without feeling 
a defire to communicate it to me. The reafon for 
which is very plain, exclufively of thofe I have 
already given vou ; flie thinks this leflens her fault 
in the eye of Heaven, and is a proof of her confi. 
dence in*me, which (he fuppofes will attach me 
ftill more to her. In ihort, my dear friend^ let 
Religion be the foundation on which you build, or 
you will have no lafting effe£ts. Endeavour at the 
fame time to give your fcholar a command over 
herfelf; you will then fucceed to your utmoft 
wilhes ; and your labour will not be deftroyed by 
paffion, or by bad examples. 

I have read thofe letters of Lord Chefterfidd, 
and think the remarks you have made on them are 
.pe;rfe£Uy juft : but if he had not been fo fevere on 
the women, you would have praifed many things in 
his book, which now you have not nientioned. Is 
it not ftriking, for example, that a man like him, 
engaged in the fervice of his King and Country, 
employed by the State, and given up to ambition, 
fhould write fuch long and interefting as well as 
infiru^ve letters to his fon, who was only eight 
years old: containing abridgments of Mythology 
and Hiftory, very well written : and that this cor- 
refpondence, during the courfe of twenty years, 
fhould be fo pundually Icept up, and fo well con- 
nected ? I agree with you, it would have been better 
for him to have educated his fon bimfelf, and not 
to have been feparated from him fo long : but this 
fon was illegitimate, which adds more merit to what 
Lord Cbefterfield did for him ; befldes this, we find 
in his letters many excellent fentiments, a perfedb 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the human heart, learning, v^t, 
fenk, and found reaforing; in fliort, 1 think it 
ought to be looked upon as a Work t'aluable in 
man}' rdpeiSii, and an aftb^ii^ proof of paternal 
tcndernefs. 

How was it poffible, my dear friend, you cou!d 
go to (he entertainment given by Monf. tit Bhfae? 
And how could you refolve to fee a fecond per- 
formance of fuch plays? You, who I always 
thought were fo remarkable for your love of de- 
cency ? Is it poHible that you could facrifire your 
inclination and principles to that triiling and ridi-- 
cuious fear of being called a prude by people whofe 
reproaches are rather to be confidered as praifcs f 
Ton are ihirty-twa years aid-, and your reputation it 
cflabHJhed! in the firft place, you are not paft the 
age, in which you may lofe it; and have you ob- 
tained it merely to free youifelf from your atten- 
lions to that kijid of bchawiour, which ought moft 
to be rcfpetSed? On the contrary, rcfleiS that, in 
order to preferve it, you muft aft in the fame man- 
ner you aflcd to obtain it; and remember, that 
bad examples fet us by thole wc efteem, are the 
only ones which are really dangerous. If Monf. 
dt BUfec had only invited -wDinen of doubtful cha- 
raflers, there certainly would not have been a 
fecond reprefentalion of tliefe plays; a general ciy 
would have been raifed againft fuch an indecency^ 
and they would have been thought what ihey really 
were: but when it was known, that fome pcrfons 
of unblcmifhed character were prefent at thefe'per- 
formances, the world would form a very different 
opinion. Thus you have Contributed to a great 
evil; that of rendering indecency iels dirguftiiig 
■sd left odious; that is, in the general opinion; 



ON EDUCATION. 

irtberc are ftill remaining minygood minds, wh9 
judge of a3ions as they really are, and not by the 
pie who do them. In (hort, what an examine 
it this for your daughter, who is going to be Jn- 
trodilced into the worW ? When you recommend 
prudence and discretion to her, with the moft Scru- 
pulous attention to decency and modefty, of what 
weight will your admonitions be on thefe articles ? 
— Foi^ive me, my dear friend, thefe reproaches 
made with fo much fevcrity : ! look forward with 
. grief to all the confequences of your jndilcreiion, 
Vvnd i am too fincerely concerned to think of my • 
(■^xpre (lions. Frienrfinip betrays, when Ihe flatters 
I'tm fuhjefh of fuch importance ; and I had rather 
run the rifle of dif'pleaftng you, than conceal from 
1 thL'fe ufeful truths. And now, after havii^ 
preached a long fermoft to you, I am going in my 
own and Madame lie f^elment's name to thank yon 
for all your goodnefs to Ctcilia; and to aft of you 
a new fevour. We read to Monf. d'Aimeri that 
paragraph of yourlalt letter, in which you mention 
the impreffion *hich feeing the world and being 
introduced to company has made on her. This 
account gave great jJeafure to Monf d'Aimeri, 
who, fince the death of his foii, has conftantly 
reproached himfelf wiili having lacriRced the un- 
fortunate Ctcilia. He » fo feverely puniQicd by 
thil refledlion, that it is impofiihic not to pity him 
almoft as much as the poor viiSlim heffdf! and the 
more fo, as be fpeaks himlalf of this error, never 
to HI remedied, with a frxnknefs and penitence 
which renders him as interefting iis is poflible for 
any one to be, after having committed fuch a fault.- 
Since his misfortune he has devoted himfelf to 
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religion; anJ his piety, which is folid as it^,, 
liRcere, adds ftill more to the remorfe, by fhewing J 
him theinjuftice of which he has been guilty. HeJ 
is not igaorant, that Cecilia loved the Chevalier diA 
MurvilU; he thinks of her continually; he paints I 
her to himfclf, as fhe was when he fent her back j 
to the convent, pofTefled of all the charms of youtti J 
and beauty. This afFeifting image, he tells m^.i 
purfues him in all places, and at all times ; and in- ^ 
ipires him with fuch tender pity, that he declares 'J 
he feels the fame affcftion for Cecilia, that ever he I 
felt for Madame de Falmont : nevertheiefs he ha»l9 
not Seen able to refolve to fee her, fince her pro- 
fcflion ; although he has a thoufand times intended 
it; but he writes to her; he has doubled her pen- 
fion, and fends her every year, in the greaiell 
plenty, every prefent that can be ufeful or accep- 
table to a nun. CecHie, whofe gentle heart only 
wanted an objeft to attach itfelf to, feels the ten- 
dercft affeaion for him, which fhe them in all her 
letters to him, and in the moft affecting manner 
pofCble; which cannot but aggravate the grief and 
repentance of her unhappy ^ther. She has con- 
cealed from him with the utmoft caution her bad 
fiate of health, and did not inform him of her 
journey to Paris, till the moment when (he was 
going to fet out. This news overwhelmed Monf, 
d^Aiifuri with grief, as well on account of Cecilia'^ 
illnefs, as from the fear which l^e conceived, left 
the (light knowledge Ihe was going to acquire of 
the world, and the feeing her fiftet pofleijd of 
riches, magnificence, and profperity, might make 
her more fenfible of her own misfortunes. Your 
letter, having put an end to thefe fears, has re- 1 
doubled ,1 
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doubled his efteem and affe3ion for her. He is no 
longer torn by rcmorfe, fince he finds his daughter 
is at laft contented wiih her fituation ; and he now 
paffionately wifties to fee her: (o that, my dear 
friend, if you cbuld obtain for us five or fix months 
more liberty for her, inftead of returning to her 
Convent, ihe might come here, and fpend the 
fummer j and you would thus be the means of con- 
ferring great happinefs on her father and Madame 
He f^almoit. Adieu, my dear friend ! Lei me have 
an anfwer on this fubjeft as foon as you can. Juft 
as I was clofing my letter, I very fortunately re- 
coUeiSed the queftions you alked me concerning 
Madame tie Falmont\ fon. Since I have not men- 
tioned him to you in a particular manner, you 
ought to conclude that I had formed no particular 
fcheme for the future. In point of fortune, my ' 
daughter has a right to expeft a better match: in 
other refpeifts, though Monf, de Valmmt does not 
go to Court, yet he has every qualification necef- 
fary to his being prefented. His family, though 
not diftinguifiied, is very ancient, and cannot be 
accufed or having demeaned itfelf by improper 
marriages; a merit, which at this time of day few 
femilics canboafti and which at Icaft proves that 
their anceftors thought nobly. To return to Cbarlfs, 
he is really an elegant youth, and 1 think I can give 

f'ou fome idea of him by celling you, he is extrcme- 
y like Ctcilia. Above all, he has great good fenfe, 
much fenfibility, a lively imagination, and judg- 
ment fcr above his age; yet he appears at firft to 
be referved ; and is lerious in his manner. He has 
had a very good education from his grandfather: 
but he is only thirteen 'years old, and v.'ill have very 
ftrong 
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Urong pafljons; and if he fliould lofe Monf. d^. 
meri, before he comes into the worJd, he raay per- 
haps difappoint the hopes his friends have conceived 
of him. Adieu, my dear friend ! I intreat you do 
every thing in your power to fend Csiilia to us, and 
you win greatly oblige me. 



1 



I 



LETTER XXXir. 
From tht Fi/ctuntefst in Anfiver. 



H ! my dear friend, I am fo afSiifled, fo agi- 
tated, that I can only hope to compofe my fpinte 
by writing to you. I have juft had fuch a dr^ful 

difputc with Monf. de Lhmurs I have already 

lold you that I was fure Madame de GervilU would 
marry my dau|^ter to whom (he chofs — .^iid \vho 
do you think they have propofed lo me ? The fon 
of her friend ? of a woman, if poflible, IVill more 
contemptible than hcrfelf : in fhort, it is Madame 
iii Vaky^ difgraced by fo many bad aftions, whom 
they would make the mother-in-law of my daugh- 
ter ! — Monf. de Limaun began the fubjefl; by men- 
tioning the lamiiy of Monf. de Vaky-, which is 
indeed honourable, and boafted cf his fortune, his 
perfon, <'<:c. &c. I at laft replied, But, Sir, do " 
you not imagine, that my daughter has a hundred 
times heard of the {hocking bchavour of IVadamc 
dt Vaicy? — We are not obliged to take our mo- 
thers-in-law for patterns j and we fliouid often fuc- 
cced better if we did not follow ihe example of our 
agtbers. This ill-treated reply vexcd.ine beyond 
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I exprefliotii the converfation grew warm; and 
" I declared I would never give my confent to the 
■larriagei and that this was my det^'mined refolu- 
!tioil. At tbcfe words MonC dt L'lmurs rofe Up 
very coolly, and faid, " I was not abfolutely fixed 
** on this marriage ; but now I (hall certainly give 
" my confait to it. I ca^e to coiifult you about 
** it; but fines yoii have ib perfe£Hy forgot that I 
•* am the mafter of my own child, 1 ought to prove 
" it to you; and to-morrow you fliall be convinced 
*' of it." He then went out, and left me in a 
paJJion not tti be dcfcribed. Oh ! what tyrants men 
arc ! and how foon may the weakcit of them be- 
come formidable even to the moft haughty woman I 
— At length, after having uttered many impreca- 
tions againft the men, after having wept plentifully, 
rung the bell for all my women, and uken a glafs 
of orange flower-waier, 1 determined to write a 
letter to Monf. ie Lhmurs, to acknowledge my 
fault, and to increat him to take Jbme time to reflen 
CD To imporcsnt an affair. He has juA fent me an 
anfwer by my Valet de Cba/nirt, that he will fee me 
to-morrow. This muft be fubmitted to; 1 muft 
wait for to-morrow with patience i\nd fubmiffion; 
and muft receive him witli cnildnefs and compofurc. 
I am humbled, mortified, and quite confounded. — 
But let us talk of fomething more pleafing^I liave 
executed your commiflion, I have obtained liberK 
for Ceciiia till the month of January ; She is tranl- 
ported with joy, and fcts out on the ninth of May 
for Lang uedoc ; that is, twelve days hence, Adteu> 
my dear friend ! I am not at this time worthy to 
hold a longer^ con verlation with you. 1 fend for 
the Baron a letter from the Chevalier de Htrbain, 
jihi ch he read to me yeflcrday, and which I thought 
^^~ • pleafant 
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pleafant enough: though an Epigram of tweivr 
pages appears to nie to be rather long, in other 
refpefls it muft be owned his criticifm is very juft, 
and at leaft it is impoffible to accufe him of exag- 
geration. 



LETTER XXXIIL 
Tram the Chevalier d'Herbalriy to the Ban 
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1y voyages are atlaft finifhed, my dear Baron j 
and after five years travel and fatigue, I am glad 
to find myfelf once more at Paris. But perhaps I 
(hall furprife you by telling you, I find every thing 
as ftrange, and as new here, as I fliould find them 
at Stockholm or Peterfburg i but you fhall judge. 
I left the men all engaged' in gaming, hunting, 
and their little country retirements. The Ladies I 
left taken up with the thoughts of their drefs, and 
ihe arrangement of their fuppers : and I find on my 
return the women all Icholars and wits ; and the 
' jnen ai^ every one turned Authors. 

■ Is not this a wonderful change in five years ? I 

lid not expeiEt it, I confefs to you ; and, to give 

r jou an idea of my firit furprife, I muft acquaint 

I you With my adventures the day after I returned. 

■ -On Monday I went with great eagernefs to fee my 

"I friend Madame de Surville, who, to be piam 

th you, I always thought, til! now, bad much 

more goodnefs than undcrilanding. 
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She received me very politely, and told me I 
was come quite-apropos ; for, faid flie, we are go- 
ing to have a reading to-day ... A reading, replied 
I; and of whatf . . . 'Tis a Comed/ . . - And of 
whofe writing ? The Vifcount's, anfwered (he, 
coldly. Now, my dear Baron, I muft tell you, 
when I went to Italy, this Vifcount was forty years 
M, and fcarcely ienew how to write a letter. 

Whilft I was ferioudy reflefling on this matter, 
I faw near fixty Gentlemen and Ladies arrive at 
the houfe. — Thought I to myfelf, if the Vifcoi 
has been fo unlucky as to write a Play, the m 
he would riik would be to read it before five, or 
of hi? intimate friends; but furely he is not goingf 
to expofe himfelf to the ridicule of this numerous 
aflembly; Madame de Surville is injeft, (he has a 
mind to impofe upon me. But I fee by the Ladies* 
drefs and their feathers, that wc arc going to have 
a ball : I will humouc Madame /ie SurvilU however, 
and appear to believe what (he fays. Prcfently 
they brought a large table, on which they laid an 
immenfclylargegrcen filkbag; good, faidi; while 
they wait for the violins, they arc going to play at 
Biribi. I was miftakcn, it was Madame de Sur- 
ville's work-bag, 

The Ladies fent for theirs, and in a (hort time 
every body was at work ; very foon after the Vif- 
count at Blemsmt is announced; the Ladies are 
agitated^ they rife to meet him, and overwhelm 
him with carelTes and compliments ; they feat him 
in an arm-chair near the table, on which is placed 
alarge decanter of water; they fliut the windows, 
let down the curtains, flop the pendulums of the 
clocks; and feat thcmfelvcs round the Author j 
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who, with a ferioos and commanding air, caft an 
eye of felf-fati»fa(Sion on his audience, tork his 
manufcriptout of his pocket, and began, lihonght 
1 was in a dream, but my aftojiifhnient was to be 
much more incrcafed. Unfortunately for me the 
beft places were taken; and I was fcparated from 
the Reader, by half a dozen Ladies, whofe repeated 
exclamatioRs and fobs abfolutely prevented me from 
bearing a fingle word of the performance: but I 
could edily judge of the prodigious eSkii of it by 
die confufed murmurs of applaufe, and the admi- 
ration painted on every countenance. I found the 
Piece was very pathetic, for every body was in 
tears, and particularly the Ladies, among whom I 
was placed; they threw themfelves bacic in their 
ch&irs, raifing their hatids and eyes to Heaven, and 
the youngeft Lady of the company was fo violently 
aifectetj, that fhe was really quite ill : To chat Ma- 
dame de Survil/t, who was herfcif in a drcadfiil 
ftate, ran to her afliftauce, and was obliged to 
unlace her: the Vifcount, accuJlomed doubileft to 
pruduce fwailat eiFefls on his audience, only fmiled, 
and continued reading. The Flay went on in the 
tune manHer; and you snay eafily conceive the 
defpair I laboured under, at not being able to fhare 
in die tranfpoFts which appeared in every counte- 
iiWire; I was aftually in the fituation of Tantalus. 
When the Vifcount had finilhcd, the Ladies all 
Tofe 2nd got round himv the paffionate gefturei, 
the piercing tone of their voices, the volubility of 
ibair fpeeches, exprcfled the cnihuriafm they were 
feized with : as for myfelf, who had nothing to 
lay, having heard nothing, I was much conftfft'd, 
iiid^d^noi darii to,apj)car hefone the Vifcounfwith 
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A7 eyes and an indiflFerent countenance I therefore 
made mj efcape, and went into Madame ik SurviUe*JS 
apartment, where I purpofed ftaying till the Vif- 
connt was gone. 

But I was deftined this day, as you will perceive, 
to meet with things unexpeAed and furprifing.. 
The firft thing that ftruck me on entering tiie 
room was a defk covered with books and papers.. 
How, fatd I, a defk widi books in Madame de 
SurviHe^s apartment ! But, however, fince it is fo, 
I (hall not be tried with ftaying here alone. The 
firft book I looked into was ji Treatife on Chemiftryj 
and, as I am no Chymift, I took up another, 
which was A Treatifi on Philo/ophy ; finding that 
too abftrufe for me, I opened a third : alas T my 
dear Baron, it yvzs A Di£iionary of Natural Hiflcry*, 
Mortified, and confounded, at not being able to 
find in the houfe of a woman (and that woman 
Madame de Survi/le) a book within my compre- 
henfion, I rofe from the defk quite out of temper; 
when I caft my eyes on a fmall piece of fculpture, 
which flood on one fide of me ; it was an altar, 
raifed to Benevolence, and ornamented with verfes 
on thatfobjeA, which appeared to beiiill of fenti- 
flftent. 

Turning about, I perceived another groupe of 
figures m marble, ftill more interefting ;' it was an 
altar to Friend/hip ; and one of the figures, which 
I knew to be Madame de Surville^ was placing a 
Crown upon it. Oh, my God ! cried I, how, 
little did I know 'Mbidsaaie de Suroille !' I was far 
from thinking her 10 fehfible, fo learned, fb wife*. 
IC^ her modefty then which makes her conceal fo 
many amiable qualities^ for who that fees, or hears 
ber^ would flifped: her of pofleffing them ! As t 

ended 
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^^■h ended this exclamation, the door opened, and in 

^^^^tame a large m^[i in bkck, whom I had obferved 

U^^at the reading, and who, I remarked, was the only 

one who had neither wept, or extolled the per- 

fbrmance. He had an air of chagrin and morofe- 

ne£s ; but we entered into converration notwith- 

l_|. ftanding. 

DIL- This is 3 charming room, faid I, and the more 

^^m fo, as it gives one fuch iiJeas of the perfon to whom 

^^^. it belongs. The black man fhrugged up his flioul- 

ders, faying, from whence do you come Sic ? 

from Mofcow, Sir ... . From Mofcow ! Oh then 

you are my man, I will inftruil you. This apait- 

^_ ment, which you kindly imagine to be a Temple 

I^K confecrated to Friendship, to Study, and Medi- 

^^M tation, is only a room for parade ; all thcfe books 

^^^ (pread on the deJk are rrcrcly dcfigned fur orna- 

^^^ menr, like china on a chimney-piece. Ji^slure has 

ridiculed the learned women of his age, who were 

to-be fure very abfuid, buiatleaft they knew fome- 

diiijg : inftead of which, ours, at this time, pre- 

. tend to great knowledge, when they labour under 

fee moft profound ignorance. By this difcourfe I 

oTpef^ed the man to be an original, a kind of fa- 

irical, whimfical jefter ; and I was not deceived in 

E Vy opinion. But, Sir, a.nfwetcd I, the Ladies of 

V our time, though it is true they cultivate the Sci- 

, QDCes, yet they cannot be accufed of pedantry ; 

I tiiey make ufe of no learned expreflions ; they do 

I iiot make a parade of what they know But, 

"Ir, 1 fay once moie, they know nothing ; that fort 

f pedantry, of which you are fpeaking, at leaft 

ippoles fome degree of knowledge: but none is 

KeiTary to go and fee experiments in Eleflrlcity, 

1 a coiirfc of Chymical Lectures, and 



ON, EDUCATION. 



M 



u not 

K 



to be infinitely amufed by it : in (hort, to liften 
with an appearance of underftanding, and at the 
fame tioie by now ajid then putting in a word, to 
difcover their total ignorance, The^ have in ge- 
neral received very indifferent educations ; and, as 
tbon as they ate their own miilrefies, they read no- 
thing but fooiifh pamphlets and plays, which com- 
pletes the corruption of their ufte ; they lead the 
moft difltpated lives, and pretend to univerTal know- 
ledge i they affett to underftand painting and archi- 
tedture ; they fuppofe thcmfclves judges of the prin- 
cipal Opera-fingers, or performers, without Icnow- 
irg a note of mufic ; they go to Court, ride oh 
horfeback, play at billiards, go out hunting, drive 
about in their carriages, fpend the night at affem- 
blies, or playing at Fharo, write at leafi ten billets 
in a day, receive a hundred vifits, and (hew them- 
lelves every-where in the fpace of twele hours ; 
at Verfailles, at Paris, ac the Milliner's, theMini- 
fters' levee, the public walks, at the (hop of a 
fiatuary, at the market, the acidemies, the opera, 
Jiod the rope-dancers; equally delighted with, and 
applauding PrevUle, and Jeanmt; d' jiuhervilU^ aild 
me Little Devil. Doing fo many things, purfued 
he, how would you have them fucceed in any one : 
Nevertbelefs they are perempftjryin their dccifions, 
and particularly Madame 4e SurvUU, who knows 
JUK the meafure of a verfe ; and is even ignorant of 
ramniar, orfpellingi yet (he gives her opinion on 
'orks of literature , and is vain enough to Imagine, 
Ae letters Ihe writes to her friends will dtfcend to 
^ofterity, like thofe of 'Madame de Sevigny, 

With regard to their fenfibiiity, it is true, tiicy 
have ornaments made with their friends hair ; theyt 
"lave galleries with tlieir piflures ; ihey have altars 
■ Vol. I. H V!*. 



'"^ - -^ -' ■■' 




"Vo LETTERS 



^^F'iuid odes dedicated to FriendQiip ; they are con- 
^^■*^ual]y embroidering cyphers, they calk, only of 
^^^Hbve, friendlhip, gn'titude, and the charms of foli- 
^^Ktude, Set. and they arc every one of them Free- 
^Httlinlcers. 

^^; " But do they employ themfetves more in the edu- ■ 
cation of iheir children ? Do they live more retired 
lives than the women of former times, are they 
more ufeful, more fcnfible, or more amiable, than 
the DefieuiUra^the Sevignys, the Grafignys? Have 
% they fewer whims, or are they lefs extravagant, 
fince they are become fo benevolent and fo learned ? 
You may compare the irregularities of their con- 
■duft to thofe hypocritical devotees, whofe religion 
conftfts only in outfide (hew, who keep an oratory, 
and relicks, and pray to the Saints, without any 
love for the Divine Being; who preach to others 
'ilhout correfling their own faults, and blame 
'ith great feverity thofe who do not imitate their 
amples. 

During this converfation I ftood immoveable, 
ftruck with -indignation and aftonifliment, but at 
laft broke Jiience, and faid with an ironical air, 
The Ladies, Sir, are much to be pitied, having ^o 
loquent and fo dangerous an enemy in you. 1 their 
Bcmy ! replied he 'with cageinefs; how iil you 
Jtldge of me ! I naturally eftcem and love them- 
You love them. Sir! I fliouidnot havefufpectedit. 
Yes, 1 do love them, and much more than thofc 
who flatter and praife them. 

In truth, Sir, replied I, they cannot accufe you 
of flattery or of indifFerence towards ihem. J only 
hate in them, replied he, that which does not be- 
long to them. I would run the rifle of pleafing 
" %, to keablc to inform them of theirreal intereft. 
They 
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They are formed by Nature to feduce, to mtereltj 
and to ciiarm us ; and they owe to her fhofe inno- 
cent and affeftiiig graces wJiich are eoibcltiihed 
with a delicacy of wit and fentlment far Aiperior Co 
ours. If they would give thcmfelves time to refledt, 
and not prefer to fuch cftimable and natural qua- 
lities thefe vain and ridiculous pce'teoiions, their 
fociety would be preferre<l to any other ; they would 
be able to give their opinions on works of tafte j 
and their approbation would reward the Author for 
his labours. . . 

May I venture, Sir, to afk' you one queftion ? 
T6u &y you are a zealous friend- to the women, 
and yet you inveigh bitterly againft them. It ap- 
pears to me, in the firft part of your difcourfc you 
fpoke againft Plays : but perhaps you may not jjice 
them the lefs for what you faid. That is quite ano- 
ther matter, faid he ; for I am out of all patience 
with theatrical performances ; and have been fo for 
thefe laft two or three years- Before that time, I 
ufed to go to the Theatre on thofc nights when they 
aiiiedgood pieces,- but now the Drama purfues one 
cvery-whore. I meet with it abroad in the world, 
in all private aflemblies, ajid even in my own family; 
for everji^ody thinks himfelf able to form a dialogue 
.out of a#y novel, or even out of a common anec- 
dote : Bor fuppofes it at all requifiCe, that he Ihould 
poilefs any fuperior talents, or knowledge of the 
human heart, or even of the Theatre itfelf ; infhort, 
every holly is employed in the tliis way ; and I have 
two fiflers, who at this time compofe Comedies 
witli tile lame eafe, witli which two yeas ago they 
made purfes. I thought, faid 1, that piays weve 
rather out of faOiion .... Not at all ! but,' as they 
*'~ve been much ridiculed, the title is banilhett: 
H z Wx. 
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but as that fpecies of writing is convenient, they will 
always fubfilt, and are coinpofed more than ever ; 
only they call them by the old name, Comedy, 
which indeed promifes fomething much better. 

What, Sir, was this then a Play, which was 
read to us to-day J Why, now do you think, re- 
plied he, that, a man of the world, who has the 
duties of his llation to attend to, who has neither 
renounced gallantry, ambition, play, nor amufe- 
tnents, caji find time to coinpofc a Play, that is to- 
lerable ? Why had not people in AMltTi'f, time this 
paffion for writing ?" Becaufc this dramatic tafte was 
not then in exigence, and becaufe it was thought 
neceffary to have genius, united with deep ftudj, 
in order to produce a good Coraedy ; and neither 
the one, or the other, are now made ufe of to -pro- 
duce an unformed colieilion of litlte romantic faiSs, 
full of repetitions, without plot, without charafler, 
and wholly void of probability. Id {hort, ifMg/Ure 
bad been cither a. foidier, a magiftrate, or a courtier, 
he would not have prefented the world with his 
Theatrical Works j or, if he bad taken up that 
employment, notwithftand ing all his genius, he 
would not have produced his "I'artuffe, or hisMifan- 
throgc; What caufes this univerfal prq^nfion 
wit, which we have all acquired ? One half of' 
world write, and read their Works to thcfltherh 
who, plcafed by this confidcncfe, blindly beftow their' 
approbation. We are to conclude all theft Works 
are perfe£l i for I have Jiever feen one of them, 
which fell under the hands of criticifm j^. the hcarei 
arc always fatisfied ; and the fuccefs of thefe 
ings is certain. Men in thde times judge onli 
living Authors, and fcarcely approve of ajiy ot 
but ihofe whom they can imitate, which infenfil 
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Tltktes their tafte. ' Tliis is fa true, ihat the greateft 
part of tfaofe valuable Works wtiich were written in 
ihe age of Leuii Is Grandf are no longer efteemcd ; 
and if Telemachusj or tlie Poem-; of Madame D/f- 
haulierts were new produ6tioiis, they would be found 
very infipid. We can no longei; perceive tnc beau- 
ties of a deep,tboiighilmple plot, uf aitylc pure and 
natural; and verfes, full of harmony, foflncfs, 'and 
fenfibility J but, devoid ot points and metaphyfic's, 
appear infipid, and tirgfomc 

Out of all paiience, mj dear Baron, with thefe 
foolifh declamations, I agaiij interrupted my feveru 
critic, and taW to him, with fome carneftnefs,. 
What Ggnifies the Sheep, or the Paftorals of Ma- 
dame ^s HauUera ? Let us come back to the pre- 
fent times: tell me, if you pieafe, what you think . 
of the Vifcoont's Play ? 1 can only, faid he, fpeak 
about the firft adt, as the other four drew me into 
the fweetelt deep I ever had in my life. Sir, faid 
I, in an ironical tone, this is a new, and remark- 
able method of criticifing indeed — Alas ! it is no 
criticifm i it is the real truth, lairureyou. 1 fliall 
depend much on your opinion, replied 1 ; when I 
law fixty people in raptures, and bached in tears, 
and you the only perfon diflatisfied with the per- 
formanciii you muft permit me to conclude your 
judgment none of the beft : befides, I flatter myfelf 
that thf Vifcount will foon have his book printed, 

and then perhaps the opinion of the Public 

Have it'iirinled \ interrupted he ; Do you think a 
man of his rank would have his Work printed f 
Oh tie ! this would indeed be fctting himfelf up to 
ridicule. . . . But, Sir, wiien a perfon reads his per- 
formance to an audience of fixty perfons, he muft 
be above thefe prejudices 1 have the honour 
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to inform you, Sir, that, {hould hebc roolifhenoagh 
to read theffl to a hundred of bis friends, he would 
■flot he prevailed on to print tliem — But why. Sir ? 
''Hid I, — Ah, why ! faid he fmiling. it is becaufe 
~- always have a fecrci iiininft in our hearts, 
:rh, in fpitc of falfe opinions and unjull flattery, 
tells us when we have done wrong ; and this fenti- 
inen't the Vilcount feels too itiongjy lo fufFer his 
\VorIcs to be printed. 

As he finifiicd thefe words, I found mvfelf nut of 
all patience; and quitting him veryabruplly, I went 
to rejoin Madame ile SurvilU, whom I found alone, 
and at her toilet. She thought I was gone home, 
and- was furprifed to fee me : 1 told her all that had 
happened to me ; and you will naturally fuppofe, I 
did not fpare the unmerciful critic, who had pro- 
voked me fo long. He is a Mifanthrope, faid Ma- 
dame de Survii'fi and tires one to dcmh j he is dull, 
(ediciif, chninate, full of whim', aiid befides has 
nof CPmmon fciife: but, added (he, rifmg, I mull 
^oout; when fhal! [ fee ycu again ?—'ro-morrbw 
mornina, ifynu will give me leave. — Ah, to-mor- 
row ! 'Ihat is not poffible, i am going to (he aca- 
demy, to hear my brother's fpeech on bis reception 
there. How, the Marquis A Si!/fln^« received into 
the French academy !— Yes ; and I aOinfc you he 
has not folicitcd this honour: you kriow Hfs difpo- 
lltion ; no one will accufe him of having unreafoji- 
able prctenfions: he is ftmplicity itfelf. I think 

yo'i will be very >rell pieafed with his fpeech. 

WHl then, Madame, to-morrow afternoon,, re- 
plied I, leading her out No, (iid Ihe ; I 

fliall ihenhave my Englifii mafter; Wednefday, 
the Author of a new Play, has deilred me to be 
Ji^cnt at the rehearfal } Thurfiiay, I go to Greufe's, 
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^^Bt^ fee his Danae; Friday, I attend fame experi- 
^^B l^efits on fixed air ; but on Safurdaj' ] Ihall be at 
^^V, liberty. — After having given me this invItation>£be 
^^H £PC into her carriage ; and I returned home, amaz- 
^^M ed and confounJed at every thing ! had this day 
^^B i^et with, in order that 1 might reflect on it at my 
^^^ Icifure, 

At feven o'cloclt I went to the French Comedy j 
I was in Madame r/r Semnr's box, whom I found juft 
going out, as the firth afl of Rodugune was begin- 
ning i the told me flic was going to fee aiited Lei 
Baltui payent f Amende-, ai were alfo three or four 
pevfons who were with her. 1 afked if it was a 
Play i at this queftion they ail cried out. What, do 
you not VXiQivi Lei Battui payenl t ^endt ! Come 
with us, you will be charmed with it. At thefe 
words, they took me wilh them, and conduced me 
toahorridkindofTHeatre; but, where the bell com- 
pany in Paris were ailembled. They played a little 
Farce, which was agreeable enough, and was called 
Le Caffi dcs Halles ; I confefs I could not enjoy all 
its pleafantries, becaufe the languaj^e was entirely 
ne# to me. Yet I found that the attrefs, who per- 
fonated the principal low charaifter, performed it 
in a-very fuperior manner : but ihe Bait us payent 
PAmendi-^ quite confounded me. The contents of 
a. certain utenfH throw/i on the head of Jeannot, die 
hero of the Piece, produced the moli Drrikingeffe^S 
I ever law ; and ihe moment when Jeartnot fmells 
his Jleeve, and lays, 'litfo, is not poflibie for me 
to defciibei as it excited tranfports aiid applaule for 
near a quarter of an hour. This Piece has already 
been adted a hundred and fifty times, and is now as 
much cruuded as on the (irft day. Let tttcm after 
r ihis, (ay ihe French are ciiangeable. I have many 

other 
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other fhings, my dear Baron, to tell you ; but I 
referve them till I have the plcarure of paying you 
a vifit ; and belive me, they are not lefs imerefling 

rrious, than thofe I have already related ; but I 
it not prudent to trull them by the pofl. 
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Bcranefs d'Almane to the f^fcounufi, 

VjECILIA arrived here yefterday ; I found her 
exaflly what you defcribed, amiable and intereft- 
ing beyound all exprefTion ; and it is very true 
that her nephew Charles is extremely like her; the 
whole family are come hither to ftay a week witb 
us, I was very defirous of being prefcnt at the firft 
interview between her and her father ; and I-never 
iaw any thing which aflifled me more. Monf. 
d'Jiintri wifliedfor, yet dreaded the moment. He 
role yc-fterday before day-light ; and when he 
came to our houfe, 1 could ealily perceive by Ws 
countenance what a dreadful nighthe had paffed. 
After dinner, we got into our carriage, Madame de 
Fa/mont, Monf. 4'jfi'ntri, and I, in order to meet 
Cteitia. Monf, d'jiimsri w^ pale and tremblinjr, 
he appeared to labour urtder the moft cruel con- 
ftraints; he avoided our looks, and fecmed to with 
to conceal the dreadful emotions which tore him to 
pieces. I Caw he dreaded the impre/lion which he 
feared the affffVing fight of his poor viiftim would- 
make upon us j and that he feared the prefence of 
Cecilia would deftroy all the compaflion we had felt 
for him. h^ long as a perfon can fldtier himJelf 
with 
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with our being deeply interefted in his fufferings, 
he fpeaks of them veiy freely i but, having loft 
this hope, he endeavours todiflemble; perfuadi'ng 
himfelf that, in hiding his remorfe, he can conceal 
fome part of his fault. We had fcarce gone two 
leagues, when Madame de Valmmt, on feeing a' 
carriage, cried out, " Here comes my fiftcr." 
Monf. '(/'vtfffwrr alternately turned pa!e and red; 
and, feeing- that Madame de V'ohttint wept,- he faid 
to her, with a very" -angry and tremulous voice, 
Whatf Madatn-i are yait going to aSi a fctnt in a 
Tragedy? Surprized at the manner in which he 
fpokc, and more fo with the wild, fierce, and- 
gloomy air of his countenance, MidA^ic de Val- 
mmt wiped away her tears, without being able to 
account for his fudden ill humour. By this time 
the other coach had flopped; I immediately drew 
the check-liring of mine ; Monf. d'jfimm, who 
was fcarce able to ftand, got out; and at that in- 
ftantlheard a moil aiFeSing fcream, which un- 
doubtedly muft have pierced the heart of Monf. 
d'Aimeri. Cecilia, the lovely Cecilia^ had thrown' 
herfeif into her father's arms, and fell fainting on 
bis neck. At this fight Monf.d'Aimtri fawnoihilig 
but Cscilia; he even forgot his grief; Nature rc- 
funaed all her powers over his mind, a fitjod of 
tears fell to relieve him. He called \v& daughter 
by the moft tender names ; he preiTed her* to hiS' 
Bofom; his knees trembled, and beut under him; 
he almoft loTl the ufe of his fenfes. Madame dt> 
ValTMnts.nA I would have aififted him in fupportingi 
Cecilia; he puflied US away; he fnatched a linelling- 
bottle out of Madame de yalrtmnf^ hand which (he 
held to her iifler for her to fmell to ; he would take ' 
the whole care of her himfelf j he watched for the 
H 3 moment 
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iTionient when fbe would open her eyesj he fest 
every one from her who came near her: in fliort, 
he feemed afraid any one fliould rob him of her firft 
look .... I cannot undertake to paint to you the 
affecting fcene which followed on CecUia'i reco- 
■vering herfenfesj and you will much better ima- 
gine than I can defcribe her joy and tranfport, in 
finding herfelf in the arms of her father and fifter ; 
tbc painful and melting forrow winch oppreJTed her 
fither, the tendernefs of Madame de Valmont, the 
ibare J took in every tiling that concerned them all 
three, and the curiofity with which 1 obferved their 
emotions. Above al), I admired the delicacy of 
our amiable Cecilia; file faw the relnorfe which rent 
her father's heart i and ftie took the utmoft pains to 
leden it, by affefling to appear chearful, byfpeak- 
ing of hertafteforfolitude, which (he iays is much 
increafed by the little (he has been able to judge of 
the world : in ftiort, by praihng her Convent, 
and the friends Qie has there. Monf. d'jfimtri 
eagerly liftens to her converfation 5 it is eafy to per- 
ceive he tries to perfuade himfclf Ihe is fincere in 
what flic fays ; and he then feems to be a thoufand 
times more afFeiSiojiale, as if he wifhed to Qiew 
his gratitude to her, for endeavouring to juftify bis 
Conau*ft in our eyes, as well as in his own. 

For my part, I am convinced Cecilia has made 
up her mind, and that flie is entirely rcfigned to 
her fete; yet fhe is only feven- and- twenty years 
«ld: fo beautiful, and ftill To young,'with a heaft 
lb tender, and an imagination fo lively, how can 
one hope fhe will be entirety free from every kind 
of regret?— 1 walked wilh her a little while alone 
this morning; we talked of indilTerent things, 
5 others of the beauty of the prcfcnt month : 
ihc 
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flic fighed, and faid, to-day is the fixteenth of Mayj 
it is juft ten yeare fuice 1 took 'the vows. Thefe 
words were accompanied with a look which pene- 
trated my heart, efpeciaJIy the words Jixttenth ef 
May^ on which Ihe laid fuch an emphalis. There 
was ibmething in her manner which was truly af* 
feeing ! However, fhe foon changed tiie conver- 
(ation, and feenied lo refume her accuftomed tran-' 
quillity. Madame de Fabmnt and I agreed it would 
be right, if poflible, to procure her ibme kind of 
amufement for the reft of the day, in order to ba- 
jiifb from her mind the dreadful remembrance of 
the ftxUenth of May. \:\ confequcnce of this, we 
arc all to- go, after dinner, to the lioufe of NicaUy 
the young farmer's wife, of whom I have fpoke to 
you fo frequently. This is one of out favourite 

' " :gs i the houfe is really delightful, both from its 
tion, and the particular neatnefs with which it 
is kept ; and the garden is welt worth feeing at this 
fealbn. You who love natural rivulets, flowers, 
and grafs walks, would find' it a thoufand times 
more agreeable than all thofe gardens ' farmed after 
the Englifh fafhion, which are found within the 
walls of Paris. 

My children are both very propd of the compli- 
ments you pay to their drawings ; and you may be 
very fure neither of th« heads they fent you were 
evtr retouched by their mafter. We have efta- 
biilhed a little kind of drawing academy here, which 
greatly excites emulatitsu in Adel^tfle and Thiodsre-^ 
one ot our neighbours, who lives only half a league 
Irom hence, lends his three children liere every day, 
—id DainvilU teaches them to draw, A grand- 
.ughlpr of one of our fervSnts learns alfo; and 

\borUi attends our little academy at leaft three 
week. They all'meet together in a room 



¥ 



LETTERS 



appropriated for the purpofe, and with Adelaidt and 
"TheBdore all receive inrtruition in this art from 
DainvilU, who takes great pains to improve them. 
We call it our academy, and I am the Prefidenc of 
iti and have indituted rules which are to inforce 
application, .attention, and filence. This afletnbiy 
is open to every body who has any inclination to 
fee them zx. their work ; but it is exprelly forbid 
that any one of the pupils Ihould either look at, or 
fpeak a fingle word to thofe who enter into it, 

Adelaide does not accompany us to-d^ in our 
vifit to Nicole; the is doing penance, and I will 
tell you the caufe. DainvUU has taken it into his 
head, that Mifs Bridget is like the Emperor P'efpa- 
f:an, one of the medallions in the faloon, where 
the Roman Hiflory is rcprefcnled. In fact there is 
a ftriking refemblance; but bAid Bridget did not 
approve this comparifon, and is very angry with 
Jbain^ille, who, to revenge himfelf, has made a 
copy of the Emperor, and placed upon his head a 
large cap, which has made the piiSure fo exceed- 
ingly like Mife Bridget, that it was known hy every 
body in the houfe. Adelaide a(ked for this drawing, 
and fixed it againft her hanging. Mil's Bridget^ 
coming into Adelaide'^ room this morning, faw this 
unfortunate profile, which fhe immediately lore in » 
thoufand pieces; and, taking Adelaide by the hand, 
brought her to me. She was in fo great a paiEon, 
■and ftammered in fo ftrange a manner, that fhe 
<ould, neither in French nor Englifh, make me 
comprehend the caufe of her anger; I begged her 
to leave me alofle with my daughter, and then 
Adelaide explained the whole aftair. When fhe had 
finiflied, I faid to her,- " is it out of regard toMifs 
" Bridget that you have placed this drawing in your 
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" own chamber?" At thU c\us^\on Adu/aieie b]\j{b.~ 
ed, caft down her eyes, and- faid very foftly, " No, 
" mamma."— Then y<ta did it out of ill-nature? 
— ^But why (hould Mifs Bridget be fo angry that 
, (he refembles Vefpa/iav, who was fo good an Em- 
peror ? You have told me, mamma, that we ought 
never to mind what people fay about our perfons. 
— But, if M'vk Bridget ihould have this wealcnefs, 
ought you to let her fee you ridicule her; I think 
M. Diiinville much lo blame for having continued 
a joke that was fo difagreeable to Mifs Bridget; for 
Madame de Lambert, in her advice from a Mother 
to a Son, has faid very juftiy, " That the peifon 
" we attack has the fole right of judging whether 
" we are in jaft; as foon a5 one feels one's fcif 
" wounded, it is no longer raillery, it is offence." 
No joke can be innocent that is offenfive. There- 
fore M. DainviJU ' is much to blame; but can his 
fault be compared la yoilrs ?" You, who owe friend- 
fiiip, rtfped and graiitude to Mifs Bridget, you 
make her uneafy, ytu laugh at that which gives her 
pain, and you wi(h to make her appear ridiculous. 
If you were a few years older, this fault, which is 
a very ferious one, would prove at the fame time 
that you had a bad heart, and that you wanted un- 
Uerftanding. — At thefe words jidelalde burft into 
tears. — Ah, mamma, how fhall I repair my feult! 
In (hewing Mils Bridget a fmcere repen- 
tance: however, do not flatter youtfelf with gain- 
ing her pardon in one day ; flie had a very fincere 
affeflion for you; but you have juft given her fo 
bad a proof of your difpofiiion, that flie Is well 
authorized to doubt whether you have any regard 
.for her, and . . . Oh ! (he knows very well that I 
love her ... . She cannot read it in your heaii; flie 
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can only judge from your aflions ; and you have 
treated her with fo mucU ingratitude .' . . . But I am 
only A child ... So far {be will judge you as fuch, 
and not without tbrgivenefs; but (be will entertain 
doubts and lufpicions, which you may eaiily put an 
end to in time. AnH, if you were not a child," 
you would this day have toft for ever the affection 

both of your mamma and Mifs Bridget too. 

Oh, my dear mamma, you then have doubts of 
me f , . . I confefs to you your behaviour has both 
furprized and afflidled me, I had an opinion fo dif- 
ferent of you ! — I ftiould not have fuppofcd Mifs 
Bridgti would have been offended at Dainvi/le's 
pleafantry, becaufe (hat which neither affefls our 
chara6)er nor difpofition ought never to make us 
angryi but as foon as 1 had feen it had had fuch an 
effc^ on her, I IhouM have endeavoured to conceal 
it from every body; Ifiiould have-fharcd her un- 
ealinefs, though it was not "Well grounded; becaufe 
every body who think themfelvcs ill treated have a 
right to the compaflion of good people; for inftancc 
there are perfons who have been allowed, by the 
negligence of ; their parents, to take the moft abfurd 
and uncommon prejudices; and I know a Lady 
who fainted away at the fight of a cat ! ... A cat F 
. . . Yes, it was really true : and (he was much to 
be pitied, for two reafons; firft for the pain flie 
fuffered, and next for having been fo badly brought 
up. I have often thought, if 1 had had no better 
education than (he had, 1 fliouid have been guilty 
either ot that, or of fome Amiiar folly -, and 1 was 
cot weak enough to fuppofe I had more fenfe than 
{he had; on the contrary, I thanked Heaven, who 
had given me parents that were attentive, fenfiblcr 
^ and itffe£ttonate ; aod I pitied this poor Lady from 
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j^my heart. I eniled this convcrfation, whlchlfwvc^ 
*■ greatly fliortened,' by telling Aditaide (be muft not 
3 with us Xa Nicelt'thanie, and that for three da)^ 
K muft dine and Cup iji h«r ojrn chamber. She 
L received this fevere piciiiihment with great compo- 
', fure and perfeit fubmiflion ; lorflic knew well that 
( tjie fmalleft murmur would prolong her punifti- 
L metit, therefore flie heard it with as much mildndi 
' '»^' concern. ■ I have fettled it with Mis Bridgety 
that it {hall be at lea^ jix weeks before Qie treats 
Adtiaide in the manj-ier fhe ufed to do ; ibe is to tell 
her, {he has no anger remaining againA her ; but 
that it is impoflibie to rely on the affeaion of a 
pcribn who has treated her with fo little regard. 
And I, on my part, Ihall tell die poor guilty, but 
repenling- Adelaide, " You lee what this giddinefs 
has cofl you." For the lake of a joke, which 
could only aiford you half an hour's diverfion, you 
have loft the affedlion of a perfon who ought to be 
very dear to you -, altered the opinion ivfakh I enter- 
tained of you i and in {hort have rendered yourfelf 
fu/pe£ied by every body, and have brought on your- 
felf a puniAiment which is to laft three days. 
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From ihtfi-rnrnto the fame. 

1 Have been along time, my dear friend, with- 
out writing lo you; but, fince my laft letter, I 
have been 3 witiiels to a maft melancholy fcene, the 
dreadful .confequcnccs of -which, affeQeJ me ta 
much, that 1 have not been in a capacity to inform 
" you. 
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you, of what you will be very anxious to'hear, when 
I tdi you it is relative to the unforlurate Cecilia. 
Alas ! how much is fhe to be pitied at this time \ 
You (hall judge, whether at any time of her life, 
Oie was more worthy of exciting your compaflion. 
I told you in my laft letter the expreffion which 
cfcaped Cecilia on the fubjeift of her profeflion, 
which was made on the Jixteenth of May (a day, 
which has ilow proved itfelf doubly fatal to her re- 
pofe !) and that we purpofed, in order to divert her 
thoughts from this melancholy refleftion, to carry 
her to the houfe of NicaU. We fet out about five 
o'clock in the afternoon, Monf. -d'Aimeri, Monf. 
and Madame de f^alnant, Cecilia-, M. d'Almane, 
Charles, Thendgre, and myfelf, all in one carriage. 
I perceived C'dlla tootyery little fliare in the con- 
verfation, but flie appeared to take great pleafure 
in admiring the beauties of the country, and the 
different profpefls which offered themfelves to her 
view ; a figk^iow and then efcaped her, and feemed 
to fay, how happy are thofe who are not deprived 
of the liberty of contemplating fo beautiful a fight 
at all times,— When we came within a fliort dif- 
tance, of Nicole's houfe, Madame de Falmsnt pro- 
pofed our walking the reft of the way, in order^ 
file faid, to furprife thefe good people in the midfi 
of their domeftic employments. We got out of 
our carriage, and having crofled a large meadow, 
and pafled through a dqu^le row of willows, we 
arrived at the houfe. This little habitation is 
thatched with ftraw, and is fituated in the midft of 
a tolerably fized garden, furrounded by a hedge of 
hawthorn in full bloom; the fruits- were beautiful, 
the profpcft delightful, the air was perfumed with 
fweetSt lit^c ftreams of tranfparent and runnin^^ 
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' *" water crofled in Terpentine forms the walks of turi^< ■ 
which were full of violets and wild thyme-, every 
thing confpired to make this little country dwelling 
the niott delightful habitation in the univerfc; 
When we got to the houfe, Theodnre went forward 
and opened the door, and we all went in. We 
found the wife feated between her mother and her 
huiband, with her youngefl child in her aims, her 
eldeft girl was on her knees before her, carefEng 
her little brother," who was ftanding with his face 
carelefsly leaning on his father's' fliouMer. We 
could have wiihed for a few ininutes to have con- 
tinued viewing this deHghtful piSure of conjugal 
love and happinefs : but as foon as the family per- 
ceived us, they rofe up; and the young woman 
fent her hufband to gather us fome flowers: the 
good old woman went to get fome milk and cream, 
and to fpread the table. Whilft this was doing, 
we admired the order and neatnefs of the houfe, - 
took notice of the children, and the farmer's wife 
talked to us of her happinefs and her afFeiftion for 
her family. Her hufband foon returned with abaf- 
ket filled with nofegays; they prefented us with 
fruits, flowers, and the produce of their dairy i and 
while thefe good people were anxioufly and bufily 
employed about us, yioni. d' tinier i perceived that 
Cecilia was no longer feated near him : he found 
her retired to a diftant corner of the room ; he ap- 
proached her; the Unfortunate girl turned her head. 
He looked at her; (he was pale and trembling, 
and her face was bathed in tears ; fhe would have 
ipoke, but her fobs ilifled her voice. Madame de 
f^a/mont ran to her; znd Cedila, in the utmoft con- 
fufion and defpair, faid, as well as flie could, but 
. in a voice fcarcely intelligible; Oh, myfifter, take 
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me from hence, or 1 Ihall die — Madame dt f^al/nmt, 
as much aftoniihed as affliiftcd, was wholly at a lofs 
to penetrate the caufe of Cecilia'^ prefcnt unhappy 
fituation ; her ftther had but too eafily gaeffed the 
truth i and not being able to fupport the dreadful 
fight, he on a fuddcn took Charles by rhc hand, an9 
drawing him along with him, he went out of the 
houfe in great hafte. Me0ieurs d'Almsne and Val- 
monl followed him with the intention of overtaking 
him,- and of returning back to t'he caftle on foot. 
At length we took Ceciiia from this houfe, which 
had proved fo fatal to her, and got into our car- 
ri^e; (he did not fpeak a word the whole way, 
but refted her head on her hofom, and her eyes 
were half doled. Penetrated with grief at her fitu- 
scion, lattempted to takeherhand and kifs it; but 
flic drew it back, with a gloomy penfive air, and 
remained motionlefs, without regarding me. -One 
. of the moft fata! effefts of defpair is that of hard- 
ening the heart, and making it infenfible of the 
companion it infpircs : however, Ceci/ia's is natu- 
w-Oily fo tender, that fce foon repented the indiffe- 
l" JKnce ihe had iuft fhewn me, and when we arrived 
^^theca'ftie, Ine prelFed my hand, and embraced 
" me with the greatell tendernefs. As foon as I left 
the two fillers alone, and at liberty to converfe wfth 
•ach olher, Cicilia, gueffing the curiofity of Ma- 
dame (^ /^d/m^n^ threw herfelf into her arms; fay- 
ing, *' Learn, my dear filler, all that has paflbd in 
" my heart, and that it is pierced with a dart which 
*' death only can remove ! — I faw in that cottage 
** the picture of happinefs, which I could not keep 
" myfelf.irom envying j in that moment a vile 
" fcntiment of biner jealoufy poifoned my mind ! 
" 1 faw you fmiling at the felicity you were witnefs , 
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I-** 'to: but this fight, fo pleafing in your eyes, 
I " ferved only to make me more fenfible of the 
. " horror of my dertiny, and to convince me ftill 
, ** more of the extent of the cruel facrifice ] have 
1 forced to make. Alas! this woman 15 in 
midft of her children, in the arms of a ten- 
mother and beloved hufband ! . . . , And I, 
' unhappy as I am, was deprived of my mother 
almoft at my birth, baniAied by my father, torn 
' from all I. loved, condemned to oblivion, to 
' (lavery, and forced to renounce the fweeteft fen- 
' tjments of Naturt ! . . . Oh ! my filter, whither 
f •* did you carry me ? Ought you to have fhewii 
**'me this delightful image of happinefs, which I 
" am fo wretched, that I can never enjoy, or even 
** hope for ! ... Ah ! why was I not born in an 
" inferior rank, like this happy woman ? — I cou!d 
" alfo have loved . . . This unfortunate heart would 
" have been as innocent, as it is affeftionatej- and 
'• then, remorie, frightful remorfe, would have 
" been unknown to me, and all thofe fentiments, 
" which now defiroy me, would have contributed 
" to my felicity." 

Madame de Vahmnt could only reply with her 
tears to thefc affefllng and juft complaints: but 
when flie faw Cecilia appear a litlle more calm, flic 
fctzed tliat moment to fay every thing t(J her, which 
her undcrflanding and her afTe^tion dictated. She 
heard her with mildnefs Sind attention, andexprefled 
the mod anxious fear of affliftiiig her father; (he 
promifed to banifh thefe dreadhil r«flei3ions, if 
poffible, from her mind, and endeavour to fubmit 
to her deltiny, with ihe refoluiion and fortitude Qie 
had hitherto Qiewn. When Monf. d'Aimeji arriv- 
ed, (he went to meet him, flie had even refoluCion 
^Wiougb to talk to him, almoft jokingly of the fcene 



LETTERS ^H 

V &ey had been wieners to, and attributed it only tt> 
■ her being fudtlenly taken ill: Mon{. d' j^mtri, who 
t was brought back by Monf. d'jllmane almoft in 
tdcrpair, began to recover himfelf, and to believe 
mat the impreffion fhe had received would foon 
D off again. 
At night file fat down to fupper, eat as ufual, 
l»id talked a great deal : flie put fuch a conftraint 
'[1 herfelf, that every one,, except myfelf, was de- 
fteived by her. I had much rather have feen her 
melancholy and fileiit, than fo lively and animated ^ 
[ was convinced {he did great violence to her feel- 
ings ; and the rednefs which coloured her cheeks, 
'die vivacity which appeared in her eyes, and a cer- 
Jtain eagernefs that I perceived in all her motions, 
f made me certain flie was then in a fever. We went 
p-tb bed foon after fupper, and 1 bad not been there 
above an hour, when I heard fomebody knock gent- 
ly at my door; I rofe inftantly, and found it was 
Madame dt Valrmnt, who, drowned in tears, told 
me her fifter had a violent fever, and was in a fright- 
ful delirium. I immediately fent to Carcaffonnc 
for a pbylician; who did not arrive till five in the, 
morning, at whic+i time we called Monf. d'jfimin, 
not chufmg before to diflurb his reft, and dreading 
the effea which the fighc of her in fuch a fituation 
would have on him : for, befides her dangerous ill- 
nefe, the unhappy Cecilia, in her delirium, was 
continually repeating the name of the Chevalier 
I de MurviUe, and with tears intreaiing him to come 
'e mors to fie her before Jhe died! At other times, 
[ when (he feemed lefs diftraited, (he aflced her fif- 
I ter what was become of him : and obtaining only 
I tears for anfwer, (be cried out in the greateft ter- 
I ror, He it dead, hi has ieen killed, and, no doubt, >"> 
fetht^ 
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father has done il ! At thefe words, the mod dreadi* 
fill convulfions agitaled and disfigured her zaxof 
tenance, and feemed as If they would put an end to 
bermlferablelife: in fliort, while fhe was under thele 
Ihocking delitiums, ihe difcovered ail the fentlments 
and ideas which (he had concealed in her bofom for 
thefe ten years paft. You may judge of theftateof 
her fetheron hearing them ; itaffefled him fo deep- 
ly, that he appeared quite infenfiblc. Grief, when 
carried to the higheft excefs, feldom djfcovers itfeif 
by any outward appearances. It is filent, it over- 
whelms, it opprelTes, and not hoping for confola- 
tion, it avoids malting complaint- At prefent the 
phyfician declares that Cecilia is in very great dan- 
ger ; and that it will be necelTary, the moment Bit 
Tecovers her fenfes, for her to receive the Sacra- 
ments. On heating this, Monf. d'Aimeri turned 
pale, and cried out, Recover her feints l.—Arsd^ if 

Jhe fiituld die vjithsut recovering them ! It is 

impoffible to give you. any idea of the horror and 
alSiiflion which was painted on his countenance, 
when he repeated thefe words. The unhappy man, 
penetrated with the fublime truths of religion, faw 
himfelf at this moment the author oT his child's 
death, and perhaps the caufe of her eternal con- 
demnation ! Terrified, and almoft out of his fenfes, 
he fent for a Prieft, and made him ftay in an ad- 
joining room. In the evening, Cecilia all at once 
become more calm, and by degrees perfeflly reco- 
vered her fenfes. Monf. d'Aimeri approached, and 
embraced her; Ihe looked around with aftonilhment, 
andfaid, I have been very ill — Am I out of danger ? 
We do not Fear for your life, we only fear for your 
peace of mind, faid her father, and we have fent for 

I Prieft.— A Prieft ! Ah, am, I in a ficuation ! .^t- | 
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,JJo, I witl not fee him.— How, my child, refleft 
n your danger !— Ah, my father, if you knew my 
iJicart ! — No ! I have loft zW hopes of pardon. At 
(hefe words, Monf. iTAimiri trembled ; and look- 
■t his daughter with ^countenance, in which 
r, aftonifliment, and tender affei5lion were 
'"united: oh! my daughter, cried he, you pierce my 
very fou! ! — Alas, what have you to fear ? — Be 
compofed, God always pardons involuntary prrori. 
—No; you have nothing to reproach.yourfelf with. 
— You, alas ! are an innocent vitEiim, and I am 
the guilty ! — Yes, continued he, throwing himfeif 
on his knees, thy unhappy father ought alone to 
■HBxperience fuch terrors; it is he that will be pu- 
\ vijhed for every figh which efcapes thee, and for 
[ Ae defpair which fills thy broken heart ; in fhort, 
every error of thine will fall upon my guilty head. 
As he finilhed thefe words, Cicilia, almoft chaalced 
with tears, threw both her arms around her father's 
neck, dad laid her face clofe to his ; oh, have 
done, faidfbe, witli this fatal difcourfej lament no 
more on my account. My father, my dear father, 
you love me ; you have made amends for every 
thing: pardon a moment's diHraflion .... This 
heart, returned again lo itfelf, (hall be devoted only 
to God and to you — The Prieft .... where is he ? 
Let him come . . . Affure yourfelf, my father, he 
will find mc full of confidence and re(ignation.^It 
is upon this dear hand, my father's hand, that I 
now fwear it. — Compofc yourfelf . . . ..If you 
will fnatch me from death .... I will be content 
to live. . . . i will live for your Pake, — VJheaCtcilia 
had ended thefe words, ftie addreffed herfelf to Ma- 
dame de Fatmont, to fend her Confeflbr to her, and 
we all left the room. She received the Sacraments 
thf 
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:1the fame d^ ; and the night after (he llept tolerably, 
and ill four-and-twenty hours. was out of danger; 
^ that by the end of the week flie was able to re- 
'tUTti home to Madame tJe f^almani. She has now 
•teen gone a fcfrtnight, j ii which time I have feen 
ber frequently ; Qie i^ very much altered, and ex- 
jtecmcly thin : buiihe fays flic is very welt. You 
SBnperceive no alteration in her difpofition ; (he is 
,perfcfl!y chearful in company : but I know her re- 
lation, and the command flie has over herfelf fo 
I atell, that I greatly fear fhe is in a much more dan- 
.i^crous ftate than people imagine. This cruel event, 
■3S you may well imagine, lias for a long time dif- 
sfturbed our pleafures and interrupted our reprefenta- 
•ions ; Monf. de Falrri.'d alone has recovered his 
JChcarfulnefs, fuice Cmlia^as been growing betterj 
.Aot that he has an unfeeling heart, but becaufe he 
^oes not yci know :fic real caufe of his fifter's ill- 
ftefs, or the afBjiftioii of Monf. d'Aimeri. Henever 
'Aippofed any other reafon for Cecilia's being ill at 
the cottage, than that flie had a violent pain in h<r 
Aomach j and it will never enter into his head, that 
■the prefencc of AVfc/e' -tould caufe tears or give a 
fever. With this fuperficial manner of viewing 
things, you may eafily imagine, that there are 
many circumfhinces in which he appears equally 
imprudent and troubtetbme : fa that, for this laJt 
fortnight, Monf. d'Aimeri, Monf. d'Atmane and I, 
.have oeen provoked with him a hundred timet, 
jVithoHt his ever been able to guefs the caufe. As 
to Madame de Val'nant, (he never appears to take 
any notice of his folly ; and I admire hcrconduifl 
extremely in this refpeft. She takes the only me- 
thod which a polite and fenfible woman ought to 
' 'low, which, is that of not appearing to be dif- 
trelTcd, 
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I J ItefTed, at what fuch a hufband does that is wrong; 
( in this cafe, difGmuIation is jufti6able, and to ap- 
pear blind is alfo a proof of merit, which demands 
refpe£l : fo that, though we often were very angry 
with Monf. A Falnmnt, we never ixpreffed it be- 
fore his wife. Every body r(^pei£is the good opinion 
fhe appears to have of him, therefore &e never has 
the pain of feeing him ridiculed or ill treated ; for 
doubtlefs, if flie appeared to fuiFer by his abfurdities, 
every body would take the liberty of laughing at 
him, and even before her face ; and ihe wouid every 
day be told how ridiculoufly he behaved. Thus it 
is, that women take away all their hufband's confc- 

(([ueacef and at the fame time tofe great part of their 
own- Adieu, my dear friend ! let me luiow if 
jour daughter's marriage with Monf. ^FakyisfiiW 
in agitation ; and from your laft letter I flatter my- 
Jblf the treaty is at an end j for, if Monf de 
Hmours promifed to talce time and refletS oii it, I 
doubt not but you will cafily prevail on him to 
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LETTER XXXVl. 

The Count de Ruftruilli to the Baron d'A!mani 

l Thank you, my dear Baron, for the obliging 
reproaches you made mc on my long filencc i -I have 
not been ill, nor have I bad any particular bufmefs: 
btit I withed to write you a very long letter, and I 
'liave not had two hours at my own difpofal for thcfe 
three months paft^ I neither rely on a Sub-governor 
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K^or Preceptor, therefore never quit my pHpH. It 

T,is true, 1 get up two homs before bim, and I go to 

b'bcd an hour after himj but in the morning 1 pre- 

ilpare Lis leiTons for the day, and in the evening I 

f write a very eza£l journal of every thing he has 

'jdone amifs throughout the day, and enutnerate 

Kevcry opportunity loft or neglected, when he might 

^tave done a good aftion or have laid an obliging 

AiDg. As the greateft pan of his faults are conirait- 

ied before company, I feldom take notice of them 

it the time, which makes him often flatter himfelf, 

I -not having been reproved throughout the dayrthat 

I Abe jouroalifl will have nothing to fay, I leave him 

I La this uncertainty when he goes to bed ; fo that he 

I ^ilhes for the morrow, that he may be fatisficd. 

\ -As fooa as he gets up, and is dreffed, which he is 

h'Tcrjr little time about, as his curiolity makes him 

I eager to hear, he comes Into tb^ room andafks me 

[ for my journal i I give it him, and he reads it 

Daloud, which I iofift oo his tioing from beginning 

Fto end, and without making any comments as he 

' goes along ; for it is a very right thing to accuf- 

tom liim to read an account of liis own fitults; I 

then read il a fecond time, and we communicate 

r to each other the refleiiions we have made upon 

W it. Thus I not only familiarize him to liear the 

L tiuth, but to deCre it, to like it, and to Wiicn to 

F it (juietly, without its havmg been at all difguifed. 

• That you may judge of the manner in which it is 
1 prefcntcd to him, 1 will tranfcribc the journal of 

* the day before yefterday, 

" My Prince at dinner appeared abfeot, and em- 
** barraifled with the pet fons who made their court 
** to himj he contenteil himfelf with afking them 
Ltwo or three queftions, without v^ahing for their 
. Vol. I. I -wx- 



ISH- LETTERS .^ 

(•■anfwers. The Prince imagines, that the nio- 
iCment he fmiles every body muft be delighted 
^^ith him: but an afleiftcd fmile, which Is no- 
If thing more than grimace, to which he has ufed 
■ 'himfeif, would become very pleallng and agrce- 
■«'able, if he had really the delire of being (b, and 
^ wifhcd to make himCdf bdovcd, without which 
•' it appears childlfli and ridiculous. The Prince 
*' had forbidden Reland, the fon of one of his va- 
•• lets, to touch any of the books which are in our 
*' Study, andthis morning, walking on the ler- 
*' race, we faw young Roland reading very atten- 
<' tirely a large book bound in red Morocco ; the 
' '#-Prrnce faid to me, I will lay a wagsr that Roland 
IS got the book of your writing which you gave 
■Pmc yefterday ; I am fure I know it again. Do 
'•'not judge too raihiy, I replied i let us be certain 
** of it before we accufe him ; remember, that in 
" lofirgyour favour, this man will lofe his fortune, 
'< and confequendy you would be equally cruel and 
. *< unjuft, were you to judge hira merely by ap- 
•• pearanccs. 'fhe Prince on going home looked 
«' for this boob; and could not find it -, be fent for 
•' Roland, and queftioned him about it. Roland 
" blufticd, turned pale, and was eonfufed: how- 
" ever, he proiefted he had not touched the Prince's 
•* book, and that which he had been reading was 
" fent him by a relation, to whom he had juft rc- 
" turned it, as he was then going back to his own 
•• province. This account appeared to the Prince 
" to be nothing more than a made-up (lory ; Ro- 
" land was treated as a dece'ver, and was baniibcd 
" the apartments ; I fuSfered this fentcoce to paft 
"in order to convince the Prince of the confe- 
1 '^ naences of his petulance and raflinefs : but now 
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'• I inform him, that the poor, difgracedibaiiilhe^^l 
*< defpairing Rotand^ is entirely innocent ; cveTi^ 
** thing he faid is exactly true ; it was I, who thw j 
■' DDorniDg took the book, in order to add fom" 
•* notes to it : fo chat the Prince has cruelly aiM 
« falfcly acculed the unfortunate Roland. ItJ 
" true, that appearances were againit him, 
** when the happinefs of a man is in queniqi 
" ought one to judge by appearances ? Befure f 
" had determined on any thing, he ihould have cw 
« quired the nnme of his relation \ he flinuld have 
" ftnt into the country, and have written to him. 
" In fliort, reafon, equity, and humanity, ought 
" to have- put the Prince on making the moft parti- 
'* tailar enquiries into the traih of this affair.*" 

I promifed you in my lad letter to give you my 
opinion, what are the firft principles which ought 
to be jnftilled hito ihe mind of a Prince, and what 
are the chief qualities he ought to be pofieiTed of. 
I think one cannot toofoon infpire him with fenti- 
ments of true religion, of the molt tender huma4^ 

* One ought (0 tosiditr, Tayi the Auilior t>i tkr EduoMl* 
^. a HiiKi, that it i* elmolt oalj m thu time of youih Ihtf 
Tnil'h' prFfents herfcir to Princes with aiiy Uhci ry ; ihe avoiJi 
thtia bH the rell of their livei. AH who iurraund them ewmiir 
to iJeChIvc them ; beeauTE it is Iheir in^creft lo plcire them, and 
tbc* know thit ttlliog them the «ri|th i* not the way to do it ; 
to (hat iheir life ii coramonly go more ihaii a dream, in which 
Atj I^e iiothing but falfe objeflt.'ani! deceitful viQIini. The per- 
ita, ihertfurc, nha ia charged ttrith Ihe rincalioa of i Priacci 
tliculd often recolleil that a child commuted to his care, is 
wcfy foon to plunge iolo fi kiiui of night, in which Truth 
•"arabanJon him, and that therefore he muft make haft^jj 
infrirni hini. and to miprefi upon his tnind whatene 
neccJlirj fur hin^ to know, ihaC he nuy bt »h!c !■ 
hidiAsIf, In that nliTcuti'iy-, to which hie ranit, io ( 
oecelliicily o^pofet hint. 

The ElK-Ilm ./ J P,,-*:,, tj Cha^,f>fnc. 

I % mi 
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nity towards his peoplef, an averfion from flattery,' 
and an mclinaiion to truth i and that it is ef!entl- 
ally ncceflary to make him early accufiomed to 
application; and never to judge lightly, or in a 
Juirry, cither oiFgoocI or bad aflions. 

Yefteixiay, when the Prince had turned away 
Aaloitd, he told tnc he had a great deCre to put an- 
Jbther young man named yu^in in his place ; and 
ieaddcd, that he was certain of his being per feflly 
iicady, exact, and prudent, " And how have you 
*' acquired this certainty ? Have you ftudied the 
" char:i£ter of this young man ? Have you put 
him to any proofs ? . . . Oh, no, but .... But 
pray then do not fay yau are certain, fince you 
" cannot bring any proofs ; this is talking like a 
*' child.— Too do not then believe the good qua- 
-••lificalionsof yr/^/nr"— Who, I? I did not fay 
■" that ; I knew nothing of him ; I never obferv- 
i* ed him i I am entirely ignorant whether he is 
" worthy or unworthy of your confidence; for, as 
'■ I am not weak, nor a child, I never form an opi- 
'< nion of perfons I do not know.. — But every body 
" rpeaks well oi Jujliri. — One-ought certainly to 
•' be prejudiced in favourof aperfon who is univer- 
" fally well fpoken of, and thai of itfeif is a fufiici- 
" eat foundation for your cfteemj yet it would be 
•* abfurd (o depend on that, and to grant him your 
*' entire confidence merely from report. No man 
** of fenfe will do this, till he has proved it by hie 
«• own particular obfcrvation. Never fay then, my 

tWllfn t Pirnce \ein \u» people, fiyi the Adhe Duguet. 
fcarcc ai.y lliing need be tiA lo biro Fnnierning )>ii other du-, 
tiu. Lovt h..9 ro need of precepts. Loic 19 I^e confumiuati- 
«B oE ci'ij Oiins- ■' n>'T '>e Bllcwd K> ilu <^>ut it »illi, 2°^ 
n do noihing bi:t b»o<). 
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•' Prince, I believe, or I do not believe fuch a 
'* thing, becauCc I have been told fo, or becaiife it 
'* is probable ; whicb is only the iauguage of crc- 
. " duious, trifling, and ignorant peoijle. Always 
_" learn to judge for yourfelf, and never depend 
*' on the opinion of others." 

It is itnpoflible that a Prince, thus accuflomed 
* from his infancy to examine into the truth of every 
thing, and not to believe common report, (hould 
jaot acquire at the fame time a jiift way of thinking 
and ailting, together with that kind of judgment 
which is fo neceflary to oiir gaining a knowledge 
of the human heart. Thus you fee how imiportant 
Ihis principle is ; yet it can be of no ufc to a Prince 
Vho is indolent, and will not learn to think for 
t liinifelf. Idlenefs produces more errors in judg- 
ment than even ill-nature, or want of underfiandU 
jfig. It 15 therefore an efliential point to ufe every 
L %neans to prcferve a young Prince from fo dangeP- 
I' cms and common a fault, by accuftoming him very 
[ foon to application, and to examine into every 
Lathing himfelf i for it irould be a thoufand limes 
fetter he iliould be dirtruftfu!, and have an aftive 
mind', than be credulous and indolent. I alfo u(e 
iiy ntmoft endeavours to cure him of that bafhful- 
j Tiefs and fear which are but too frequently obfervcd 
In peifons of his r.ink, mid which can only be con- 
«]uer«d by appearing ana fpeaking frequently in 
public, aiKl by a dcfire of appearingamiablc. The 
Prince receives vifits twice a-day; I never duett 
him what to fay: but, during the time which his 
company are with him, I fix my eyes on him, and 
obferve hira ftriaiy, In ordi-r to' familiarise mm lo 
jr. If he fpeaks ungracefully, oi makes ufe of im- 
proper expreflions, I reprove him gentfy, cUlu 
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when we are alone, or in his journal : but, if he 
does not fpeak at all, I fliame him before every 
body, and ridicule him in the mofi: ftriking man- 
ner. By this means I engrave a very good prin- 
ciple in hismind,that it is much betier to treat your 
friends with civility, though you do it in an auk- 
ward manner, than not to take any notice of them ; 
becaufe the inteniien to oblige is always well receiv- 
ed- I have obrerved that Courtiers are afraid to fliew 
their afi^ibiliiy, for fear of appearing to want eafe 
and grace in liieir manner, and had rather pafs for 
unpolite, abfent, or proud, than be accufed of auk- 
wardnefs : nevenhelcfs, nothing can be more auk- 
ward than this way of aiSirg ; for, if one tried ft>r 
fix months only to get the better of this baflifulnefs, 
one might very eafily acquire thofe graces which 
are (b highly valued i weihouldgain the reputation 
01* being as uuligir.g ai sniiatile ; and we fliould 
obtain the efleera of every body. " Few Princes," 
fays Ihe Abbe Dugutt, •' know what may be done 
*' by a kind word, a look, an air of complacency } 
" and few are acquainted with the effeiJis of tlie 
" flightefl ma:ks of inattention, irdifierence, or 
•' coolnefsj but a wife Prince will know how to 
* diflinguiHi hth, and will never miftake in ihe 
Tuft he means to put them to; he will give to his 
J^jpeoplc every' mark of affection and goodnefs. 
"But, befides this genera! method of treating 
"them, he has another, which he niuft proportion 
I fo their birih, their etnpioymcnt, their fervices, 
P,jind their merit. He does not beftow his fa- 
s' Tours at randpm : he is not lavifli of what 
■ Itlbpld be conCdered as a reward : nor does he 
~ render cheap, what fliould be looked upon as 
*a marlc of diftinilion." 
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The fame Author fays, " It were to be wilhed 
that a Prince fliould be eloquent. Virtue and 
truth, fays he, would receive new luftre from 
it ; it would fup[torc 3 juft feniimeni } it would 
perfuadc, inftead of commanding; it would 
render every tiling aciiiable which be propofcd ; 
and be would be Liftened to in his Councils 
with admiration, £s*rr." 

Nothing can be more true tliin thisj but if 
our fchobr be ahfoiutely without under (landing, 
b not aim at nuking him eloquent, for you vill 
inly render him pedantic, talltative, and abfurd. 
to mine, he fbews as much ienfe as it is pofiible- 
a boy of ten years of age 10 have,, and 1 already 
'jBercife liiin in ipeaking in his turn without prc- 
r^tion. Every day, afier dinner, iljc peribns 
iployed in his education meet togeiher in his 
r*partment, and every one is obliged to repeat two- 
hiftorics : one of Invention, the other is eiiiier. ta- 
ken from Ancient or Modern Hiftory. Every fault 
in the language or pronunciation is a forfeit, and 
draws on a puniiliment which makes thisanamu-- 
Cng play-to the Prince, efpccially as the (lib-go- 
vernor jind myfelf are never fpared. We never 
ipare ourfelves; If J let fall a fmgie note, or a 
efleftion which is not perfeflly juft, the attentive 
^WCccptorimraediateiyinierrupl6nie, and with great 
5>oliteiie(£ makes me remark my error. Sometimes 
I do not fubmit at the (jrll word, but defend myfcif 
with mlldnefs, give them my rcafons, and explain 
myfelf. Ttie Prince liftens atteniivcly to this dif- 
puie; .which is very intereliirg to him, as he is at 
a lofs to know whether I Iball O--- puniflted or not ; 
and at the fame linie he profits by the argument, 
and fees at the Omie time a perlud model of t^e 
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manner in which one ought to difpnte ; for we 
always keep our tempers, and argue with great po- 
litenefs. In fliort, we fupport our opinions as long 
we can, and when we find they aie no longer 
ifcnfible, we give them up with great good hu- 
lour and freedom, which pleafes every hody pre- 
fcnt. The Prince for thefe three months part has 
preferred this diverfion to any other; and he reaps 
all the advantage from it we can delire ; he has 
learned to exprefshlmfelf much more fluently, and 
he relays his two hiftories in a furpniing maimer, 
confidering his age. With regard to the kind of 
inftruftion a Prince fhould receive, I think he 
ought to have a general knowledge of Hiftory, and 
particularly that he Hiould undcr{land that of his 
own country ; he fhould have a clear and d^Ain^ 
idea of the Confiitution of the State which he is 
10 govern, that he may know the extent of his 
right?, to the end that he may fupport them, and 
not ufurp others. I would have him acquainted with 
every part of admJniftration ■, tjiat, when his edu- 
cation was fmiftied, he fhould know as much of the 
y Art, as Books and Mafters could teach 
lim ; and that he fhould not content hiBifclf with 
only fuperficial notions of Navigation or Sea En- 
gagements: in fliort, I would have him well ac- 
quainted with the riches and refources, the necef- 
Cties and the flretigth of his kingdom, Tliis you 
will tell jne is requiring a great deal r however, I 
am of opinion there is nothing fuperfluous in all 
(his. But it is true, that, if we join to ir_all the 
dilFerent ftudies of mufic, drawing, and ten years 
of Latin, what I propofe would be impoflible. With 
regard to languages, 1 have adopted your method; 
he ieains ihe living ones by cuftom } and will only 
be 



ON EDUCATION. loi 

be taught Latin from twelve or thirlecn to fifteen 
or fixieeti years old. He (hall learn enough of 
drawing and geometry tn enable hira to make 
plans : but he (hall never learn a note of mufic 
I would not liave him without learning, bec.iule 
it will be right for him one day or oiher to pro- 
teift and countenance men of letters ; but books of 
Morality and Hiftory will form our principal and 
moft ferious Rudy,. 

I am quite of your opinion, that it is important' 
to infpire Princes with fentiments of benevolence 
and tonipaffion for the unhappy. AH you fay on ' 
the fubjeft is as true as it is atli-fting j but as you 
obfcrve one cannot teach one's fcholar to bs cha- 
riiabic by leflbns or phfafts, it is in this matter 
above all, that one (llould convince them by pro- 
ducing examples. My young prince has not a bad 
heart, but he has no great fenfibiliiy ; befides, Ihc 
words ^f«ji and mijer^l'/f arc fcarce underftood 
by him, becaufe he is too young and too giddy to 
have any idea of things fo melancholy, and \vhii;Ji 
he has never been witnefs to. But he has under- 
ftanding, lelf-love, a lively imagination, and a gobtt 
temper. It is rcquifite therefore that his vanity 
Ihould be dliei^ed to objefts worthy his attention, 
and to make him feci com'paSion, which Is a fenti-. 
ment he is almcH a ftranger to, merely, becaule it 
has never been awakened in his heart, by prefent- 
ing to biro affeiJting pidiires of didrefs which will 
excite it. 1 hare been fome time preparing a fccne 
of this kind for him as new as it is aff-e^ing-, and 
which I am certain will never be cffiiccd from his 
memory. You fluU havii the particulars of it in 
my nei^ letteri for even to you I have refe^-ved the 
dure of afurprifc. Adieu, my dear Baron ! I 
e no journal to write this evening, to-j ^^vit^ 
I 3 Yi«\t^ 
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Prince has behaved admirably all this day ; and I 
have received doubie pleafurc from it, as it has pro- 
cured mc the pleafure of converting with you. 



LETTER XXXVIU. 

Thi Baronefs le the VifounUjs. 
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Hf.T is true, my dear friend, as you 
^your letter has iurprized me; your daughter's 

Jjjige with Monr. lie Vah$ is not concluded; but 1 
_ee clearly it will be. Monf. de Vaky has got a 
[j^itle , . . And fo ygu conienl to receive him at 

iour houfe, and you want lo be acquainted with 
im, although you know he is already a gamellicr 
^anjl a coxcomb, which appears to mc to be fuf- 
i:ient knowledge of him ; in ihoft, you are almoft 
KOnciled to Madame de GervilU, who you fay has 
jehayed very well on this occafion, by making 
" inf. de Limeurs tieat you with refpeft and at- 
toplion . . But cannot you fee thai thefe pretended 
Rgards are only Ihetvn with thp defire and eten 
TTlainty of winning you over to their party? This 
■ ^riagcwiiibedirappro'ved,hecaufeyourdaiightcr, 
1 the name ILe bears, and the fortune the will 
, eught not to be dazzled with a title; and, 
ifidcs, it is very Ihocking to give your daughter 
the fon of a woman of bad cJiaradler, and who 
[umfelf but a very inferior kind of man. I know 
fell that Monf, de iiW«r/ is maftcr; hut 
1 prudence and refduiion you might have dif- 
ifded him from his purpofe ; or at lealt, i^e had 
tT£(ied iiJ his deilgn, by yitldirg with repugnance 
and 
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and concern, you wouid have made Madame A 
Gervi///s pan appear truly odious ; you would 
have had a right never to admit her to your 
houfc i and you would have difcovered her beha- 
viour lo the world in general ; and no one could 
have reproached you with having facrjficed your 
daughter through vanity or weaknd's. 

Thoughyou have told me thatforfome time paft 
you are infinitely more fatisfied with Florj than 
you ufed lo be, yet I cannot conceal from you that 
the defcription you give mc of her difpofition af- 
lliils me much. Tou allow that flje might have 
had a better education :" but thai which comforts 
JO", is exadllj' that which gives me niort concern. 
She has no fuperior qualities, not any very great 
faults, except that of extreme vanity, and you 
are fure flie has no ftrotig paffions. Ah I how 
cafy and frequent it is for people to be led allray 
without having violent pjflions ! and this it is which 
dilgraces us moft. Believe me, in general, the va- 
nity of little minds caufes as much ill conduft, as 
is frequently attributed to ihofe who a;e pofleflcd 
of the ftrongeft paffions, A woman, prepofiefled of 
the ridiculous idea that ilie happinefs of her life 
conlifts in furpaffing all others in charms and in 
beauty, facrificcs every thing to this extravagant 
fancy; at firft her delicacy, and afterwards hcc 
hor.our ; you will fee in her all the fury of jcaloufy, 
llic height of rage; and, in fliort, you will think 
Jhe is agitated fay a violent pafiion ; but thefc arc 
great events produced by little caufes. There is no- 
thing of all this comes from ihe heart; alt the evil 
ariles from the idea which folely employs her 
thoughts, that the felichy of a woman confifts in 
^^dng beautiful and admired. You will often meet 
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iriththts principle. You know the Count tTOrgeval^ 
e is faid 10 have had violect fiery pafTions, which 
Klucaiion has nor been able lo conquer, or even 
moderate^ the world believes him wicked, danger- 
js, and an Atheift. Nothing of this is true : he 
as »ery little fenfe, ihoiigh he knows how to ex- 
Iprefs himfejf wilh tolerable eale and grace ; he has 
^cnt his youth in bad company, furrounded by vile 
■s,whofeinierefticwastocorrupt himj ihey 
railed him for the facihty ihey pretended he had 
.^rffsylngiw/imo//; this made him impudent. They 
■y|ltaifcd his good fortune and inclin.ition for galian- 
yVj't and this made liim a coxcomb and a debau- 
F jrfiec, They admired ihcnrcngth of his mind; and 
this made him fet up for an Atheift. The truth is, 
ihnt he is vain, weak, and confined in his notions, 
and the defire of being celebrated has ruined him. 
This defire is only dangerous to fbbls and people of 
moderate undcrftandings; but happy is ihe noble 
and fenfible heart that is inflamed by fuch a fenti- 
ment ! It then changes the name as well as 
the moilve; it is no longer vanity or felf-lovej it 
is an enihuiiaftic paflion for glory ; it is, however, 
founded on the fame principle, but the one produ- 
ces nothing but vices, the other heroifm and virtue. 
J^/era now approaches her fifteenth year, and fo 
young, fo litiie formed, you are going to marry her, 
and to give her in your place as a mother, a wo- 
man you have fo much reafon lo defpife ! — Ahj my 
dear friend ! at leaft wait a little ; think how much 
ihc virtue, ihe'happinefs, and the fate of your 
daughter depends on this choice, which you are 
going to make. What a terrible and affeSing dajr 
is that in which a moiher conduifls her child to the 
u put her into the hnnds of a ilranger, and 
give 
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give her a maftcr, who perhaps knows the right he 
Las over her only to make an ill ul'e of it. In fliort, 
if he becomes a tyrant iuftead of a friend and pro- 
te^or, or, if wholly neglefting the mild and facred 
authority her parents have given him over her, he 
abandons to berfclf her whom he ought to lead, to 
advife, and to govern-, the parents alone are anfwet- 
abie for the misfortunes and ill con Jtiil which may 
refuh from fuch an ill-concerted union. But you 
will fay, with fuch fears one may hefitate for 
ever, and never be able to eflablifli one's daughter. 
Ah ! do not marry her to get rid of her, nor for 
intereft nor ambition-, and be firft certain that the 
choice you will make will iniui-c bet happinefa. _^ 
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The Vifcaunt-fi ta the Baroiu/i. 
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LOUR letter has affefted me exceedingly j'^ 
n perfeiflly convinced of the ftrength of a part of 
3rour arguments; I will delay as long as I pofli- 
bly can the fettling of Flora ; and I flatter myfelf 
the choice Ifliali make will render her happy. Bnt 
I muft confefs the manner in which you have dc- 
fcribed marriages makes me regard it as a cruel and 
heavy bondage. I fliould fear to let her fee it in fuch 
aiighti 1 fhould alfo fear to deceive her, by point- 
ing out to her fuch fevere duties of obedience as do 
not exift. But, to grant you fometliing, I will ac- 
knowledge fhc flwuld not afpire to the government 
of her hulband : let them, however, at leaft, be on 
an et^ual footing. Love, which Js capable of 
uniting 
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uniting all ftates and conditions, can never admtt 
of thofc fliocking diftraftions which you wifli to 
make, and which would abfolutcly deftroy the fen- 
timent. I would have Fiora's hufband her lo^^cr at 
V tiie fame time, and then flie will never experience 
^Vlofe unenfineSes under which 1 have always la- 
boured ; flie will have no matler to fear. I would 
have him amiable, bccaule it is neceflary (he Ihoiild 
love him, and that flie fhould do her duty at the 
fame time that (he follows the diftatcs of her own 
heart. For thcfe two months part I have had many 
converfations with her on this fubje£V; and have 
endeavoured to convince her, that marriage is an 
engageihent which ought to be as delightful as it, 
is facrcd -, and to this idea (he liftens with great 
pleafure, as I lell her continually, that the greatefl: 
happinefs flie can enjoy is to find in her hofband 
the objefl of her tendered affeftion. I alfo repre- 
fent to her the dangers (lie will meet with in the 
world, and the rocks fije may chance to encounter; 
and here perhaps I may exaggerate a little, in order 
that (he may have feme d iftruft of it 5 and that this 
diftruli may give her diat plea(ing timidity fo ne- 
ceflary and (q agreeable in all young perfons to pre- 
ferve them from the heedleflncfs and imprudence 
of ailing improperly. This is my fyficm, it is 
plain perhaps, and well known ; but, if it be a good 
one, why (hoald we feek to refine upon it ? I have 
always thought the jJaineft path wasthe moft eli- 
gible. I conjure you, my dear friend, to read my 
letter attentively, and to anfwer me very minutely. 
I make objections to your opinions, and lay my 
doubts before you \ but my confidence in your 
judgment ia not in the fmallcft degree leflcucd. 

Madams • 
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Madame i^OflalU has at lall determined 
cepc the employ meet Jier hulband has fo long wiih- 
ed her to takcj a^id I fancy you are the perfon who 
has prevailed on her. She has been the moie fear- 
ful of attaching hcrfelf to a Prioccfs, left flic Ihould 
not acquit berfeif to her own fatisfaftion, or take 
on herfelf a taik which fl;ie was afraid of rot dif- 
charging with propriety. Adieu, my dear friend, 
fend mc an account of Cecilia, She writes to me 
frequently, but flie fays not a word of her h«akl^ 
icii I ani very uneafy about. 
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[ am not able to convince you of the truth of 
my arguments, I fljali at leaft fulfil the duty of a 
Jincere and aSeQionate friend in telling you all my 
thoughts. Perhaps I ouy not have done well i(i 
firaying from the batten path ; but I am ^ncere, 
and, if I have gone a little way from my point, it is 
becaufe I thought 1 Ihould the more ceitalnly arrive 
at it, L.ovr, you iay, piilt tviry thing tn an ^ua- 
/i/ji ; yes, that momentary palBnn, which is difa[>. 
proved and deftroyedby reafon; but that fentiment 
of refleiftionj which is founded on eftcem and con- 
fidence, conforms icfelf to the laws of fociely, 
which are formed by Nature ; and lliefe give to the 
men the power and authority. You have givai 
your daughter a very unjuft and dangerous rcprc- 
remaiion of this matter j you have dcfcribcd love 
her in fiich a manner, that now flie wiflies to 
have 
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have a lover, or to cxprcfs my felf better, (he wants 
to govern, and will efteem him a tyrant who wiil 
not fubinit to be her fijve ; and if flie fliould not 
have fuch a hufbanU, as you have given her the 
idea of, if he (hould not anfwer ihofe expeclations, 
do you think (he could content herfelfwilh regard- 
ing him as a friend ? When a wife fuliils her duty, 
and knows her dependance, if her hufb^ind has the 
leaft delicacy, even without a violent affcflion for 
her, he will never treat her with fo much feverity 
or oppofiiion, as to make her feel her inferiority. 
We are jealous only of the rights which arc dii- 
puted wiih us, the more is granted us, the more ge- 
nerous we are : and where is the heart which has 
not experienced this truth ? I niuft aifo confefs to 
you, that I do not better api>rove what you have 
fald to your daughter concerning the dangers (he 
may meet with in the world. I know it is gene- 
rally the firft thing young women are taught, and 
by hearing it often repeated they believe it ; and, 
when they firft go into the world, they are fo ill 
able to defend themfelves againft thefe ideal dan- 
gers, which have been deftribed to them in fo 
dreadful a light, that they mud be above human 
nature, to be able to overcome them. Let us fup- 
pofc, a beautiful and amiable young woman, 
without experience oradvice, making her firft ap- 
pearance in the world; we will fuppofc, Ukewild, 
that fhe is placed aboufthe court, and that flie is 
married to a man ihe does not love : here is every 
fort of danger united together. I »nly wifli, in or- 
der to preferre her from them, that llie fhould have 
good fcnfe, a little penetration and refle^lion; and, 
with this difpofilJon, Jflie will begin to make obfcr- 
^liom, ilie will fee with what refpcfl and attcnii- 
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on Womcn'are treited wliofe charafters are without 
fpoti flie will even fee, tliat vice itTelf docs homage 
to virtue ; or at leaft that it never ridicules or Tpeaks 
ill of it, but when it is thought to be only pre- 
tended ; ihe will fee coquettes in the midft of their 
triumphs meeting with the contempt which is due 
to them; flie will be ftruck with the humiliating 
part a woman of forty is obiigcd to aft, when fhc 
has loft her reputation; ftie will be obiigcd to Uften 
to the ftorlcs of her youthful mifcondudl, which 
are related with reproach and infamy ; (he will fee 
the contraft of fo difgufting a piiture, and from 
this moment her refolotion is fixed. You will per- 
haps tell me, that in firft coming into the world, it 
is almoil impofllble for a young perfon, intoxicated 
with diinpation, to obferve or reflcdi; but, how- 
ever, it appears to me to be very eafy to look round 
and obferve with attention things which are quite 
new to us, and to form our opinions from thefc ob- 
fervations. The world does not charm us at the 
firft fight ; every thing appears too Orange to afford 
us amufement, and the fear and diffidence we carry 
with us prevents us from taking pleafure In it ; fo 
that the firft year is always tedious, diftgreeable, 
and fatiguing. This is the lime I aflt; how ufefuOy 
may it be employed, while the head is cool, the 
manners fimple, and the heart innocent! Wretch- 
ed will ihofe be who fufi*er this precious moment to 
efcape them, without reaping ihe advantages ic 
offers. But you niuft be lirnfible, my dear friend, 
that if your fcholar has only had a common educa- 
tion ; if her inclinations are confined to a ball, or 
the choice of a new gown; if you many her at 
fifteen ; or if, before tliaC, you introduce her too 
fi>o n into company; if flie has, in fliort, feen ever y 
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jthing before Jhe was capable of forming i ri^^ 
Eppinion, her rcafon will never be able to make any 
V^ew difcovery ; nothing will furprifc or affefl her : 
F^pnd (hs win confequently follow die ftrcam. Adieui 
tjmy dear friend. It is with real concern 1 make 
r^lthefe melancholy refl^'ftions with refpeift to a child, 
4 j^ho I afliire you is as dear io me as yourfelf : the 
.'.jlffei^iopateintereftl take in her may perhaps make 
^ ^e danger appear greater th:in it really is. But 1 
ff.jjbavc laid my hean entirely open to you, and have 
R .dilguifed nothing from you. 

i^__ Cecilia's health contbues much the fame; but 
^er tranquillity feems quite reftored, and ihe never 
.^peared more calm and eafy. The Phyiiclan from 
i^arcaflbnne, wlao is a man of great merit, came 
..yefterday to fee her, and fpent an hour with her in 
,npr apartment. When be came from her, hia 
,CQumcDance really terrified us, as it appeared he 
*iad been weeping.- However, he aflured Moof. 
Z^'jiimtri, Ceci/ia was then i;ery well, and that he 
-h?d no fears on her account : but I mud own I 
Jiave a great many, and I Ihall never be free from 
tbem till the Autumn is over. 



LETTER XL. 

The Jamt to the fame. 

\ jC OU flill have fomc doubts, my dear friend •■, 
and you think it would be ufeful lo give a young 
and beautiful woman fome idea <S. the numijer.of 
lovers Qie is likely to meet with on her emirance 
into tb« world. They are neither graces nor beau^ 
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t^, whkli .attrad the croud you fpeak of; it Ju 
merely coquetrj" which alhires ihem. You remeiq- / 
ber Madame dt Clarcy, tlie moft beautiful womap j 
in our timet and without doubt one of the m^U 
amiable ; did you ever hear of any one'^ being j^B 
love with her ? Every one ?.dmired and refpaQ<|PJ 
her, but nobody foliowed her ; becaufe Ihe i^>)lfl| 
truly virluous, modcft, and rcfersed : while mft^ 
couSn Madame de Clevaux, with a very iqdiSerc^ij 
perfon, was contiqually furrounded by all youqu 
men of faihion. Love never can fubfifl withQift j 
hope ■, andj let a woman be ever fo charming, yvffm 
may be fure, if Qie inspires any one with a feiioifaJj 
paOion, that ihe meant to do fo j and that Oic^j 
not eniifely^free from coquetry. " A man of ^en^•^ 
btlity never ioves paOlqnaicly, but when he thintEa 
he is beloved again ; and a vain man would neWM 
fubjeil his vanity to the contempt he might n>ijc|l 
yAth; his objefl is Aiccefs » why then fhould lyB 
run the hazard of being humbled ? Examine yoi9A 
heart thoroughly, my dear friend, and you will pCftI 
baps acknowledge I am in the right. Do you qcifl 
member tlie poor Chevalier 4e Her bain, whole bnojH 
yon almofl turned, and to whom you was for evcH 
laying, Indeed, I can newr/eei a mutual tiffeilmi j^^k 
you, and I mtijl abJoluUi-j put an end to your addreffl^M 
but you cQiitinued to receive them ; you fuffer^H 
him to entertain you with his paflion a thouTaf^l 
dif!i:rent ways, and you allowed him tofollt>wj(^| 
every where, fo that you took up »11 his altenuoaH 
was not this giving him encouragement i You ajB 
fenllble how this condu£l hurts your charafter, aaH 
that when 1 fpoke to you fo feriouUy about it, y^M 
f^id it ivaj not in yciir fio-ujer to cure him of his foUjg^ 
^j^pderlQOk the cure (n;ie4f, provided jop woiyfl 
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' only fccond me ; and in one fmgle converfatioD we 
convinced htm, he hail not common (enfc in lov- 
ing you fo tenderly. "You may not perhaps have 
forgot, that he told you, a little angrily, your ex- 
planation came rather loo laie^ and that, if you 
had talked to him in that manner fix monihs 
■fooner, he Ihould never have been fo much in love 
with you. He fpoke truth, and you would have 
been much more fcnfible of your fault, if he had 
been a vain, impertinent coxcomb, inllead of 
being a virtuous and good man i for then he 
would have revenged himfclf by fpeaking ill of 
you; and be aflurcd, after fuch conduit, how- 
cvft- innocent you might lie, many people would 
have given credit to his aiTertions. 

We will now come to what you fay with regard 
to love. You feem to think a woman, who has 
no affeflion for her hufband, can Icarcc live with- 
out having a lover; if this is not exaftly your ex- 
prciEon, it is at lenft the meaning of it. You re- 
peat, " Ths heart is ninde for loiie .■" I agree, that 
■ there muft be a paflion to agitate and employ It : 
I 'hut why muft that paJIion be love? It is a general 
»*BO(ion, that every body in the courfe of theu- lives 
Mare under the impulfe -of a violent aSeflion ; and 
^Hbere are fcarcely any young perfons, who have not 
^PkJtnittcd this abfiirdidea. Formerly, young people 
Biyere told ridiculous ftories with good intentions, 
I Vhich were hftened to with credulous fimpliciiy ; 
I tut no.w their minds arc more enlightened ; it is 
r not the mind, but it is the heart which is deceived, 
f ny (olkingupon fentiment tliey have formed a falfe 
' definition of it, as far from Nature as it is con- 
trary to rcafon. The language of men and women 
I arc guke conlradiflory on this fubjciTt; one party 
I cxhiiuft 
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exbauft tliemfelves in tnalcing diiTcrtations on the 
violence of iheir paffions, while the other, when 
among thcmfelves, deny its exiftcnce i on one fide 
it is the moft fuhlime philofophy, and on the other 
the direct contrary. One may conclude from 
hence, that one ought equally to diftrufl a pompous 
difplay of extravagant fentiments, and the aiFefta- 
tion of a vain boafter. In the prefenl mode of 
cducalion, a mother thinks flie does quite right' 
in fuffermg her daughter to read what are called 
moral novels or romances. For inftance, the Prin- 
cefs of Oaves, where xhty fay you will find fuch 
beautiful examples of virtue; where the heroine re- 
fills whh fo much ftrengrh and refolution a moft 
vioSentpaffion. In feeing the excefs of the affe£l:ion 
which govern her, and the dreadful flruggles fhe 
has with herfelf, if one is to believe this a faithful 
rq)rereniation of the human heart, we muft alfo be- 
lieve, that love is totally independent of our will ; 
that it is ufelefs to oppofe it in his progrefs ; and 
that virtue is only a torment to us. This is a very 
moral and fatisfaftory conclufion 1 A young woman, 
inftrufted in fuch reading, married to a man (he 
docsnot love, but fancying that flie is to be violently in 
love fome time or other, waits for the fatal moment 
with anxiety j it foon arrives: the firft perfon who 
fpeaks of love is exaftly him with whom Heaven 
has predefiined to infpire her •with a feiitkment, ■which 
is to be the torment of her life. No more repofe, no 
more {teep,/iveet liberty Is gone for ever ; a gloomy 
meian'choly fueceeds 16 all her chearfulnefs ; in fhort, 
(he is herfelf the Prlncefs of Cleves .- and (he then 
begins to thinfc (he loves (till more ihan the Prin- 
ce_(3, or that the Author perhaps exceeded the truth, 
[.in the account he gives of her refillaiicc, which in- 
deed 
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deed (he had before fufpefled. A tender and ardent 
loveratiengthobtains from her the confcffion which, 
he foUcits ; in the iirft moments of this weaknefs, 
■which is new to her, fhe afflifls herfelf, fighs, and 
flie fubmits 10 ii as her dcftiny ; but as foon as the 
veil is falkn aCde, thefe romantic notions grow 
weaker ; the Heroine perceives with furpriz'c, that 
(he loves no longer, or rather that Ihe never has 
loved : flie finds herfelf deceived, and that fhc has 
not found this ideal objefl, which was to infpire 
her with Co tender a paflion. At firft fhe waited for 
the moment to arrive ; but now fhe feeks for it 
without being Iwppier, and will not be difcouragcd, 
tin amidft repeated errors the pleafing days of her 
youth are vanilhed like a tircfome dream, which 
only leaves behind it confufed and vague ideas of a 
thoufand follies as ftrange as they are abiiird. It 
is then (he makes bliter retieilions; the pa(t hum- 
bles, the future terrifies her; the illufion is tot ally 
dcftroyed! Abandoned by the croud of flatterers, 

' who furrounded her, (he finds herfelf neglefted, 
and a (tranger in the midft of her family and chil- 
dren J (he reads in their faces the frightful fentencc 
which condemns her; contempt purfueshcr; (br- 
row and repentance confume her, and, to compJete 
her misfortunes, her race is not yet halt run. I be- 
lieve it is infinitely tnore eafy to find a woman who 
never had a lover, than to meet with one who ncVer 
had but one. The fi, ft ftcp is the moft difficult, 
when that is pafied, the reft of the way is very 
fniooth ; ncverihelefs, I know there have been in* 
ftances, but they are (b rare they can only he men- 
tioned as exceptions. Love at the beginning is ne- 
ver very ardent; it is at lirft only a fentiment of 

peefercnce, of which it is very cafy to flop the pro- 
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grcfs, by ceafing to fee the objeft who has infpired 
it. Thisisthemoftcertainmeansj and the remem- 
brance will be efiaced with very little trouble. But 
if a wom?.n hefitates, ififfie will blind herfelf with 
r^arii to the nature of theattachment (he has form- 
ed ; or if flic will exaggerate the degree of it, re- 
fiftance will become more painfiil and victory more 
difficult. There is no woman of fenfibility who has 
yielded to this weakncf?, but has for a long time 
forefeen her defeat ; flie who maintains her caufc 
in earncft, will never be conquered : the determi- 
nations of a virtuous and ferious mind cannot be 
deftroyed in a moment; in that cafe virtue would 
only be a vain and chimerical idea. In fuch a cafe 
it is that you muft examine the very bottom of your 
heart; qucflirin it, and its anfwer will be worth 
more thnn a treatife on morality. — A Hngula; rc- 
Seftion is juft come into my head, Paris is the cen- 
ter of tumult anddiffipation: the confiiliDn of ideas 
which arifc from fo many different objeiSs muft ill 
agree with Iovb ; which is always defctibed as pre- 
ferring contcalmeut and folitude ; and yet it al- 
ways appears here under many and various forms; 
whilft in the country, far from noife and buftle, 
we i'ec no wnman retired to her country-feat, who 
fells dcl'perately in love with her neighbours : in ge- 
neral, die is attached to her hufband, and the life 
(he leads i»revents her from entertaining romantic 
ideas, in coming ftill nearer to Nature, we do 
not fee among the peafants any other than mode- 
rate fcntiment8, which can fcarcely be called paffi- 
ons, although they are afieilionately attached to 
their parents, their wives and their children. Ought 
Wc to believe, that our improved underftandings 
arc the caufe of thefe contrary effcfls ? Ought we 
not rather to fcarch for them in ouv t^caxx^^. 
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Adieu, my dear friend ! Cecilia, to whom I have 
given your laft letter, has anCwered it, as you will 
fee. She is truly aSe^ed with the prooft of frieiid- 
fljip you give her; we tajk of you continually j 
and if (he had no other tnirit than that of know; 
ing how to value you, I find it would be impoffibie 
for me not to love her with the greatcft tenderncfs. 
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The/anu tt tht fame. 

JTi-T length, you fay, ^our daughter's heart is en- 
gaged i flie loves Monf. de Valcj,_anA prefers him 
to every other man; you have therefore given your 
confent. You are to blame, my dear friend, any 
longer to fear, my cenfurc ; it is very natural to 
make reflexions, when one fancies they may be of 
L, We i but it would be very abfurd to perfevere in 
'. xondemniog an aiTalr which is determined oni that 
f would be merely to fliew my opinion without prov- 
r.ing mj^fnendiliip; I beg therefore you will be af- 
f'fured I am greatly interefted for Monf. d'Valcy, 
y and that in future I will only look forward to the 
advantages which may arife from this union. Your 
^ daughter is not to leave you ; flie wilt live with 
: this is a very lucky circumftance. You may 
I watch over her actions, and gain the confidence, 
[.and friendihip of her bufband, and, at the fame 
} lime, keep her firom the counfels of hermothcr-io- 
J . ]aw. In ihort, Ihe will be under your eye, and I 
U^aJl have no more fears for her fafety. 

You 
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EYou chink, what I faid in my laft letter upon the 
ijeQ. of reading novels is too fevere; you think 
bidding yoaiig people to read them is the only 
'Way to make them more carneft to get at them. I 
am of the fame opinion ; for, as foon as evei" a 
young woman comes to be her own miftrefs, file 
will make herfeif amends for the cotiftraint fhc had 
laboured under, and fhe wili read every novel (he 
can lay her hands on. "What I objea to is their 
■being allowed to read novels, juft at the time when 
they are moft lilcely to make imprcflions on ihem; 
that is, when they are about ilxteen or feventeen. 
I know but of three novels which have any morality 
in them ; CJariJfa, which is the bell, Grandifin, and 
Pamela. My daughter (hall read them in Englith, 
when (he comes to be eighteen; as to the generality 
oF 2II the reft, 1 (hail begin 10 let her read them a 
linie earlier; by (he time (he is thirteen, flic wiJl 
read a very frnall number of thefe Works, the heft 
of their kind; and reading thfm with me, at that 
age, will do her no kind of harm, but on the con- 
trary will help to form her judgment, in letting her 
fee the faults and inconfifteficies, as *ell as the im- 
probability of the grcatsft part of thefe books, even 
of thofe that we reckon tlie bcft. After this time 
ihe will nevcr'fee mc read them ; (he vrill not even 
meet with ihem in my library; and (he will never 
hear me fpeak of them without contempt. With 
^^_2hefe precautions, I am very certain, when fhc is 
^^Bnenty years old, (he will never have an inclination 
j^^NjKamuie herfeif in fo trifling away with books, 
'•tehich are Only calculated to corrupt the heart, as 
well as midcad the judginent. 

You defu^e me to be very particular in my ac- 
count of Adelaide's improvements. She can draw 
""Vol. I, K a head 
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^ head very preltily; Che knows all our Hilloricat 
Pidures by heart; tbe copies, from which flic 
■writes, have made her acquainted with the Scrip- 
i ture»; flie fpeaks Englifli as well as Mifs Bridget; 
,{he begins to read very well ; (he lunderftajids fing- 
jng tolerably; and fhe can perform the inoft diffi- 
,• jcult leflgns on. the harp in a very plealing manner ; 
i file has at prefeat learned only the firA rules of 
r .Arithmetic, but (he can caft up amazingiy well; 
b ^or her writing ^nd fpelling you yourfclf can judge ; 
I ^nd I think, in this relpciS, very few, if an)', chil- 
V dren exceed her. As ftie will be eight years old the 
J ienth of next OSober, which is three weeks hence; 
mj. intend to tnaJce her read an Hiftorrcal Work, 
Mbich I have written for her, and which is called 
\^nnah of Firtue, and. is written in fix volumes, 
rjt contains a particwlar account .of all the great 
Ppiftions, together with the fingular and memorable 
nLnfents, taken from the public and private, Hillory 
C^f People of all Nations, from the Creation dowq 
[ ^ the prefent time, in Chronological order; and 
xontains alfo an abftraiS of the beft laws made ufc 
of in diJTerent Governments; extrai£ls from the 
Sentiments and morality of the moft celebrated Phj- 
Jofophers; and a Ihort, though tolerably exa^ ac- 
count of the manners ajid cufloms of the Ancients, 
I have placed each HifVory according to its degree 
of antiquity, or rather according to the connedlion 
_ betweeen counirieSj as China and Japan, France 
jnd England, isc. taV. Each Hiftory begins by a 
frthroHoTogica] abridgment, which precedes the fe- 
Uiarate events; and to this abridgment I have added 
[» flioft Geographical Defciiption of each country, 
l-jis extent, fituation, i^c. tfc. As I wrote this 
Vork for the iffe of children, I was particularly 
Jefirous 
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defirous it fhould improve tlwir unJerftanding and 
their hearts at the fame time. Children, from eight 
year? old to twelve, are not capable of making re- 
fieilions unlefs they are affifted, and, even then, I 
think it is dangerous for them to read thofe Hifto- 
ries which we efteem the beft. Thefe Hiftories, 
fo proper for us to read, bccaufe we can underftand 
and refleft upon them, are ufeiefs to children, who, 
by being dazzled by every appearance of grandeur, 
do not perceive the ctuelty or injuftice of an ac- 
tion which appears glorious, and is attended with 
-fuccefs. How many young Princes' heads have 
"been turned by reiding the life of Alexander the 
Great ! It is well known, what an effedl it had on 
the mind of Charles the Twelfth, when a chili 
The chief point, which I have kept to in this book, 
is not to judge of perfons and things, but as they 
really defervej never to praifc thofe who do not 
deferve praife; and, in Qiort, to make fuch reflec- 
tions on each character and event as may enable 
Adelaide to form a right judgment of them, by dt 
■time (he comes to read our beft Hiftories. 



LETTER XLir. 
The Vlfcuuntcfs ta the Bamnifs. 

VIH, my dear friend, What a day is this, W 
has jult paft ! — It is done! Flora is married . ^^^_ 
At length ftie h;is pronounced the dreadful word 
which engages her for ever.— Her fate i^s fixed, .in- 
dependent of me, for the future ... and it is fwr 
^^itt'. , . .There are clrcumllances, without Whicih^^ 
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„c (hould not know the cxcefs of our fenfibility. 
.She who has never feen her daughter marrlejj, or 
9t the point of deaths can have no perfetSt idea 
.w'hat it is to be a mother. — I cannot defcribe to you 
all that has pafled in my mind fincc yefterday; cer- 
tainly I fee with different eyes, I have a diffijrent 
Iheart and another way of thinking ; I am no longer 
' the fame perfon! — In one moment I have difco- 
'yered my Jaughter dearer to me than any thing on 
'earthj and that all my happinefs depends on her 
'lEut^re fortune. I have no idea how i: fhould hap- 
pen, that her education has not always been the 
, jprlncipal concern of m^ life; I am continually rc- 

■ jpfqacbing myfelf for having neglected it, and for 
tiiiffering her to marry fo young; anjJ above alt, 
'witli having made a choice, which at this lioie ap- 

p; ige^rs to me full of inconveniencies. The conduit 

■ .pf hear molher-in-law comes back to my memory 
'under the mofl odious colours. I bluih to hear my 

^hter call her mother ... If I had been my own 
Rfefs (his morning ... if I could have broke die 
engagement, my, child fliould have been f^ee; Ihe 
ihould ftill have been mine . . . Monf. <i'i? falcy ap- 
pears to me nothing more than a coxcomb, without 
["fenfe, and without charaSer-^Add to all thefe 
r painful ideas, (he pr^ence of Madame de Girville, 
I who has been here all day, and who triumphs inher 
' own power, and the vexation fhe has given me. — 
Ah ! it is at this moment that I fed,- in the anguifli 
of my heart, how happy I might have been, had I 
follo^^ietl your advic-e) I fliould then have gained 
the confidence of Monf. de Limoitn. My daughter 
Svbii'ld hpc had a, proper education. Vaniiy and 
Tolly would never have led ine into fuch impni- 
Sjocesj aj)*!'! fliould 'nqt now be a prey to ufelefs 
.- ^' ' remorfe '. 
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lorfel— For thefe four-and-twenty hours I have 
lot had a moment's peace; it is now one in ihe 
'Mornine. The company are In the faloon; they 
all at cards; and I at this hour of midnight 
i efcaped from them to ftuc myfelf up with you ! 
With you! — I may fay foj.but, alas ! you are 
tftro hundred leagues from mc t — My dear frieid, 
ijou have forfaken me . . . But I have ftill fome 
liriends left to fee my grief, and pity me; though 
tfieir compaflion humbles rather than comforts me : 
itappfcirs as an indirect reproach on myconduQ, 
iince it is but Coo true I am made unhappy by my 
own fault; and this kind of pity is always mixed 
with a contempt which makes It infupportablej I 
want none but yours; whatever it may be, it is 
necefiary and valuable to me ; ah, do not refufe it ! 
.1 weep while 1 am writing . . . Never, never hava 
■1 been fo deeply afflicted . . . fo melanchoiy, fo ap- 
'prehenfLve ! . . . And on the day on which ! haVe 
married my daughter! the day which ought to be 
the happieft of my life!— But it appears to me as 
W I were a ftranger in my own houfe ! . . . . Only 
think of Monf. (/i- Limmrs ! he has not for thefe 
two days had a wifli to fee me alone, that he might 
ibealc to me of his daughter, This evening they 
" "re talking of her being prefcnted: her mother- 
law was for having it done the d^y after to- 
'«itorrow, or this evening at eight, having Monf. 
"'i^mwuri to determine. I told them I (hould 
ive pretciTcd a more diflant day; but Monf. dc 
imours did not feem to hear rne, and fixed it for 
^he nearell. A rhoufand other little things of this 
kind have com radifted and vexed tne perhaps to an 
unreafonable degree: but you -know my violence,' 
And that r am extreme in every filing j I havt'iU 
pati 
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patience, ns (mfideratio'i. 1 am not apt to fancy 
grievances, tdofe I fear arc aiEtually before my face ; 
I do not concern myfelf in a moderate way; 1 am 
abfolutelyindefpair. A<3icu, my dear friend, adieu '. 
Pily me, love me, write to me, and remember that 
you only can cotjfole me, or at leaft mitigate my 
lonjows! I have a dreadful head-ach; I almoft wim 
it was a dangerous illneft ■, I ftioald hope then you 
would return hither to lake care of me. As for 
any liiing elfe, I allure you I (bould leave this worid 
very willingly j for there is nothing in it very i^rec- 
able to QIC. 
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LETTER XLIII. 

Madame D'OJaih to the Barenifi. 

±J0 not alarm yourfelf, my dear aunt, for Ma- 
dame dt Limours- I am not at all furprized, that, 
having wrote to yon on the day of her daughter's 
marriage, Jhe (hall have made you fo uneafy, for 
flie was in a dreadful ^tuation; but, happily fflr 
her, fhe is as eafily calmed as (he is irritated. The 
morning after the wedding I went to fee her, and 
found her fpirits extremely low. Going out of her 
apartment, and knowing Monf. de Limours was 
alone in his, Moni. d'OJinlh and I went to fee himj 
we both fpoke tcKhim on his behaviour to Madame 
de Limouts. He fmiled> and alked me if you had 
appointed me your deputy to preach lo him. I told 
him I Qiould never have lenfe enough to be able to 
take your place ; and that I was much too youns to 
venture to give ndvicc, if the tcndereli fricndmip 
did 
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ijif not allow me fuch a" liberty. At ihefe words 
\be quitted the tone of railEery, and we entered into 
l.aferfous explanation. He complained with fome 
'«afon of Madame de Limours's capricious temper, 
Ut he did juftice to the reft of her amiable qiiali- 
ks ; and when I iiifoniied him ihe was really ill, 
fhe appeared difpofed to dc every thing which I 
jBionld judge ncceflary to make her mind eafy! and 
Jtein treated me to return to dinner, in wider, as he 
l^d, that I might judge of his bdiavioiir. And 
■indeed he treate<t her with the utmoft kindnefs, 
V which made the more impreflion on Madame da 
Limsurs, as there were forty people at dinner. By 
degrees (he grew chearful; (he forgot her head-ach 
and her nervous complaints J and was never more 
amiable in her life. You know, my dear aunt, 
how charming fhe iff when flie wiflies to-pleafe; fo 
that, infliort, ftiegainj the attenrion'of everybody, 
as 'ii they had nertr feen her bL-fore. And the Che- 
vaUer rf'/ffi'ftam is in theright, when-hefays, that 
whenjhe chufestb. moke herfelf agreeable, it is impaf- 
fibU arty other perfsn can b-f taken tiolice if: although 
one of her accomplifliments confifts m this ; that 
flie never talks of iicifelf, and always endeavours 
to exak the merit of others. Madame de Gtr-viUe 
was there at dinner, and made but a poor figure; 
for all her fmari, ftudied, little expreffions, appear- 
ed' very infipid, compared with the natural wit of 
Madame de Limaurs-, who, never more genetous 
than when fiie conquers, tried all in her power to 
keep her in good humour, and fatisfied with herfelf: 
but Madame de Gerville, governed only by her iija- 
, liciousfpirit, received all her attentions with fuch 
Mdiculous coolnefs, that Monf. de Llrmitrs hiiii- 
^V was (hocked at it, and treated her with that 
kind 
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ind of raillery of which you know he is capabW. 
^JKlame A Gerviih, enrageil, and difconcerted, 
aild have afiec! a curious fcene, if Madame de 
imaurs had not laken her part ; ajid with a cheav- 
lyiiefe and gcace which it is impoffible to dcfcribe 
p you, turned every thing which had been faid 
Oto pleafancry. What a pity that, with fo many 
"sarms, fo much wit and liberality of fentiment, 
'adame Je Limcurs has not her ideas better coii- 
,fled, and mere fteadinefs of opinion! However, 
flie is at prefent petfeilly fatisfied, delighted with 
sJLaxi,{± de Limours, charmed witli her daughter, her 
fon-in-law, and even Madame dt Vahy. You aflt 
me, my dear aunt, to give you an account of 
Phra, or, to fpealt more properly, Madame the 
Marchionefe de Vahy ; I will tell you freely what I 
think of her. She has grown very much Tmce you 
faw her; (be has a very good fliape, bccaufe fte is 
laced vciy tight, which makes her wajft appear 
flender; Die has not a good complejcion; but her 
eyes ate almoft as beautiful as Madame de Limsun', 
though (he has iiot her lovely countenance or her 
graces. Thefear of difordering herhead-drefs, or 
rumpling her gowji, gives fuch aAiffnefs to hsr 
.motions, tijat it makes her quite/difagreeaUe- As 
to her talents, or other qualifications, one word 
exprefics the whole; Jie dances ptrfeBly lueJl. In 
fiiort, Ithink ihe has verylittleuiiderftanding, and, 
wbatis much worfe for her^ \ fear Ihe has not a 
good lieart; and I am fure Ihe has a great deal of 
cunning. For example, flie affeils to be artlefs and 
Jnnoceut, with fucb a degree of cunning as quite 
Jhocks me, who have known her from inCancyi. 
"but deceives many other people, particularly the 
C hevalier d'Htfhym, wlio has a coUeflion of her 
^^K innoceillCJ 
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I'Sanoceiit fa^yings, which he repeats with a JktisfiHui 

L'tion that always put me out of temper. Upon the 

IwboUflic is pretty; her youth makes her pleating, 

[nxi flie is generally aJiniretl. As for Monr. iU 

Maicy^ he is a mere nothing. He gives hirafclf 

Enany airs, and has not one fingle idea ; he pretends 

a be inattentive and ahfent, and his converfation 

IcDntifls only in repe.iting with an affeiSted air what 

[.Others have juft faid ; he hns no opinion of his 

'own; he is equally troublefome, free, and talka- 

tiv«; befitles this, he has thc^n^/a-mi^BiVtoagreat 

degree. He unrortunately fpent fourteen days in 

London, and fpeaks of it inccirantly; is always 

boafiing of the learning and genius of the Engliihj 

he defpifes the French from his heart ; he keeps 

Kngliih horfes, reads the Englilb newfpapers, 

makes his morning vifits^ with boots and fpurs, 

drinks tea twice a-day, and thinks himfelf as wife 

as Ncwion or Locke. 

Now, mj dear auntj allow me to talk to you of 
my own affairs : I have left my little twins' for a, 
twelvemonth with my mother-in-law- As ibon as 
they are five years old, 1 iliali take them with me, 
I am told this is a very abfurd fcheme, and that, 
being wholly employed in my attentions on the 
Princefs, it will be impofllble to educate my chil- 
dren. It is very true, the ejtcurfions of the Court 
vsill carry me from Paris for near rwo months in 
the fummer, which will prevent me from taking 
care of them for that time: but then I fhali intruft 
the children to aGovernefs on.whofe itdclity I can 
depend; and, when they ate older, I ftntlt- fend, 
them ID a Convent for ihofe two months. la- 
fliort, I flidl make fewer viiits ; I Ihall not go to 
frails or any public places, but when I am obl ipdi 
^ 3 
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^^H^ attend the Princefs; and I am certain I fliall Rni 

^^^Kme enough to fullil all my^duty towards her, and 

^^EjU the fame time attend to the education of my chil- 

' dren. l"he only concern I have is the thoughts of 

not being able to come loLanguedoci and, when 

I refleiS that it will ftill be eighteen months before 

I fliall fee you, 1 am then convinced that Prudence 

herfelf does not make us amends for the facrifices 

fbe requires of us. Adieu, my dear aunt! Dome 

the favour to fend me the little Tales, and other' 

tpers relative to Educuion, which ytiu have 

i^ed me; for What can J do without you ? 



I, E T T E R Xi.IV. 

[ Anfwerfrm theBarmefi to Madame d'OJIali 



■ AM entirely of your opinion, my dear child. 
When we make a point of doing our duty, there is 
110 fituation iiiivhichwe sre unable to attend to it 
and when (he inclination leads us, we Iball alway 
find lime. 

I am to!d, fince your laft lying-in, you have 
learned to ride on horfeback. I muft own I hai 
very little right to condemn this cxercife, which 
have been very fond of. But, however, you a 
fenfiblc I renounced it entirely, when my attei 
tions to you became really of ufe. I do not know 
umcnt more dangerous in every refpeit for 
tomen than this is, or which leads them towafle 
i&r time mure. In the different rides about Paris 
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Fyou meet all ihe young men of fafhion, and you 
Kxnow how often ihofe Tiieetings have been taken 
Ifiw affignationS) and that this very circuinitanc* 
Lruined the charSfter of Madatne lie Tirvurr^ Be- 
■Sdes, how is it poflible you can employ yourfelf 
•with your children, improve your uiiderftaiiding, 
['or fulfil the duties of your ftation, if you ride on 
r horfeback three or four times a-week ? That is to 
L fiy, if you pafs thofe three days in the Bois de 
J Soukgne, and in dreffing and unJrefling yourfelf. 
" I cannot fiiiifli this letter without adding fome re- 
marks on the manner in which you ought to con- 
duct yourfelf in your new fituation. Firft, you 
muft never forget that your family defired and foli- 
ciled this place for youi and this remembrance will 
preferve you from the abfurJ cuftom of complaining 
of the duty impofed onyou. It is fi piece of affec- 
tation much in vogue to appear diiliitisficd with the 
fociety of Princesj and to complain of the obliga- 
tion we are under to go to VerfaiUes : although, by 
an inconfiftency as ftriking as it is abfurd, people 
would be in defpair, were they to give up thista(k> 
which they pretend to be irkfome, for that liberty 
which they boaft of with fo mu;h emphafis. Be- 
fides, temcmbftr that every chain which itispoffiblc 
to break becomes diigracelul, when thofe who carr^ 
it appear to do it with regret, which is faying in 
plain terms, I facriiice my pleafures, my inclina- 
tions, the happinefs of my life, to my intereft anJ 
ambition ! For you, mv dear child, 1 hope that you 
have fentiments too noble to fuffer yourfelf to be 
millcd by fuch examples. Never allow yourfelf to 
_,jnalte the fmalleft complaint on this fubje£i; and 
S affcftion alone will make every thing appear in 
l-i^re dignified light, love the Ptineefs fmeerely 
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to whom you are attached, as Ihe meritB your af- 
feflion by the qualities fhe pofrdFes. I am certain 
(he will very foon diftingulQi you. When (he learns 
the integrity of your mitid, and the goodnefs of 
your heart, then you will be fo much the more to 
be envied, as you are young, beautiful, engaging, 
and have acharai£ter without blemifh. Many ef- 
forts will be made to injure you with thel'rincefe; 
every body will ipcak ill of you, fome openly, and 
others with more art and fineffe. To all this make 
no other oppofition but tiiat of innocence and ge- 
nerofityi.be always open, true, and difinterefted; 
never employ your own credit to hurt that of your 
enemies ; appifar to Icnow then), but at the fame 
time do juftice to their good qualities, and never 
complain of them i on the contrary, if the Prirtcefc 
fhould be angry with them for their bafc endeavours 
to hurt you, try all in your power tofoftenhcrj 
and, if they fhould afterwards afk a favour whicb 
Ihefeems unwillioa; to grant them, iotreat berwitti 
earneftne/s, and enjoy the noble pleafure of obtain- 
ing it for them. This, my dear child, is an art 
inhnitdy fuperior to intrigue ; an art of which com- 
mon miflds are ignorant, which will revenge you 
even of your moft dangerous enemies, and will 
give you a triumph over even envy itfelf. Adieu, 
my child ! 1 fend you all the papets you defire, and 
I expeifi with impatience tiie miniatures you pro- 
imifed me. I am lold, that, fioce my departure, 
you have made an aftonifliing progrefs, and thai 
you are quite a proficient in painting. Adieu ! 
Cultivate your genius, and remember your fuecefa 
in every particular will contribute to the pleafurc 
aiod happinef& of my life. 

LET- 
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LETTER XLV. 
The Bamnefi W the KifiounUfi. 



T kngth, my dear friend, there mc no lot ^ 
any hopes of our amiable CeeiHa •■, Ihe is nearly itro 
rived at the end of her long fuftrrings, and, In a 
'ew days, will perhaps be no longer in exigence 
t is now two months lince {he has known her 
' ■ :r: fhe obliged Monf. Looiherl^ the Phyfician 
Carcaflbne, to inform her of the irath, at the 
time forbidding him to acquaint her family 
with her real fituation. Veftcrday morning I 
received a note written by herfelf, definng me, if 
poSible, to comcand fee her immediately, I obeyed. 
her I'utnmons, and found her alone in the caftle, as 
Monf. d'jiinuri and Madame Je yalmant were gone 
to make a vifit in the neighbourhood : (he was, 
feated in a great chair, for as yet fiie has not kept 
her bed a fingle day, I was ihocked at feeing her 
fo pale and weak ; neverthelefs Jhe appeared to re- 
cover herfelf on feeing me, and made nie fit down' 
by her. I know^ mp deer Madam, laid fhe, your 
fenfibilityi dierefore allow m^, before 1 explain 
myfelf, to afTore you, that it is impoiEble for any 
body to be more perfeitly happy than 1 am at this 
time . . . This beginning prepared me but loo wcU 
for what the was goin^ to ttU me, Ah ! what, 
cried I ! — What ! has M. Lambert toM you . . . L 
faw him this morning , . . Ah ! what ? . ■ . H« has 
ttild me 1 ought to bid you a laft adieu — At thefa 
words iome drops moiileucd her eyc-Jids ; as for me, 
lwa> 



^J* LETTERS 

I was drowned in tears . . . we were a momt 
without rpeaking ... at !aft fliefaid, Wliat, Mi 
dam ! does my happinefs afBifl you ? . . . Aii Ceef- 
Ira! interrupted I, you deceived us when you af- 
fured tis vou would wifh to live ! . . . No, replied 
{he, I did not deceive you; if the Aimighty had 
prolonged my pilgrimage, I (hould have fubmiited* 
to his will, not only without repining, but without 
concern. Since my laft illneft he has changed my 
heart; this heart forinerly (o weak ! — It was in the 
cottage of Nicak that I received the llrolce which 
deprives me of life. . . What I fuffered at that time 
can neither be conceived nor exprelTed ; 1 abhorred 
my exiftence, and yet 1 looked upon death with 
inexprefiible fear and terror; and I experienced io' 
thofe dreadful moments, that, without iniiocencc 
and purity of heart, there is no true courage. In 
Ihort, when I was thought to be out of danger, I 
was convinced I was only fnatched from deaih for 
a {hort time : I made ufe of the delay which was 
granted me; I reftefted on my errors, and the 
guilty illufion of all the paflions to which we are 
iubjefl: I ventured to addrefs myfeif with confi- 
dence to ihe Divine Being; he heard my prayers, 
and reftored me to peace and tranquillity ; he raifed 
my foul towards him, and became the fole objefl: of 
all my affeiSions and my deareft hopes. Whillt 
Ihe fpake ihefe words, I faw her palenefs vanifh ; 
her eyes were animated, and her countenance was 
brightened by the mofl ftriking and noble exptef- 
fion. The firm tone of her voice, the fweetnefe 
of her looks, the majcftic ferenity of her counte- 
nance, made me change infenfiWy from grief to 
adoiiration ! 1 thought 1 faw, I thought I heard an 
Auge); I looked at her with eaeerncfs; 1 liften< 
to her with re(pe£t; and, when flie had ceafed 
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fpe^k, I regarded her with rapture, and I was af- 
fe<5ted in a manner too extraordinary lo fuffer me 
to bi'eak filence. At length (he explained to me 
her reafons for wifhing to fee me aloije ; (he in- 
treated me gently to prepare her father and fiftcr for 
ihe event, which, flie faid, Jhe fell muft he extremety 
near . , . You may guefs with what reluftancc 
charged, myfelf witli this commiffion, 
what grief I performed it. Monf. d'jii 
Madame ele P'almoni faw nothing in Cecilia's fitui 
tion but that wcaknefs, which is generally theton- 
fequence of fevere iilnefsj iheyhad flattered them- 
felves from her youth and her air of content, and 
they. were abfotutely quite ignorant of the fymp- 
loms which rendered her fituation fo dangerous i 
* however, as one lively fentiment is often replaced 
by another, Monf. d'yiimeri, from the tirW words I 
uttered, was fenfible of alE his misfortune;, but as 
if he wilhed ftill to encourage a ray of hope, he 
all at once ceafed to queftton me, and, a moment 
after, went and {hut hinifdf up in his chamber. 
As to Madame de Falmonty fhe had fo much diffi- 
culty to undcrftand me, that I was obliged to repeat 
to her almoft all Cecilia had faid to me. 1 flaid with 
her till the evening. It is now three days fince I 
faw her; flie writes to me that her fifter is in the 
fame fituation j that Monf. li'jfimeri is overwhelm- 
ed with grief; and that the perfei£t rcfignation and 
angelic piety of Cecilia procure him the only con- 
folatliins he is capalile of receiving. Adieu, my 
dear friend ! Thefe things have fo troubled and dif- 
treffed me, that 1 have been really ill. I (hall go 
the day after to-morrow to Madame tie Fa/mar/t, 
and I will write to you the fame evejiing, before I 
*£o to bed. 

LET. 
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LETTER XLVr. 

Froin the fame -t a the fame. 
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LAS ! . . . . She is no more ! . . . Oh, to 

what a dreadful fight have I be£n witnefs ! .... It 
is [he unfortunate Monf. d'Ainuri^ it is he alone, 
who is at this time to be pitied ! . . ■ . Ah! if for 
one filult, though in truth an irreparable one, yet 
expiated by ten years repentance, Heaven puniflies 
him with fuch feverity ; what is there which unna- 
tural parents have not to fear, who feek to bjind 
themfelves on the heinous crime of their iii- 
juilice I . . . My mind is fo taken up with whal I<* 
have this day feen ; my heart is fo much afte6l«d 
by it, that I can (peak of nothing elfe ; hear then 
this melancholy recital, it (hall be faithful and 
true J and it appears to me, that L am too much 
afFefled not to communicaie to you a part of ihof- 
deep impreiEons which I have received myfelf. I 
came lo Madame de Valmont'% to-day at dinner 
time ; I found all the family in great coiifternation, 
and they told me Cecilia had been fo ill in the 
night, that they had fent for the Phyfician ; that 
fbe had recei ved the Sacrament, but that at prefent 
(he was better, and that (he had Jiift got up. I 
went into her chamber j flie was feated on a Ibpha 
between her father and filler, and the Phyfician 
was offering her a medicine. As foon as I ap- 
peared, Madame ds Falmant came to me, and faid, 
with an air of fatistai5tioii which Ihockcd me, Ihc 
has had a dreadful crifis, but is better ; flie is fur- 
> fifinglj b cBcr bow- At thefc words, I caft my ■ 
eyes 
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tyes on the Pbylician, as if to know his opinion i< 
and be gave me a look wliidi made me trooiblc, 
My beait beat in liich a manner, I %vas obliged" to 
fit down-r-At this momcol Monf. /'nl/neni began 
to fpeak ; ceilainly, faii he, as Ctie has had the 
ftreiigth to go through the erilis cf this night, we 
have all the teafoti lo believe, that fhe is now en- 
tirely DuC of danger. Indeed, adikd Madame de 
yaimsittj. looking ai the Phyficjan, to think other- 
wife would be very abfurd ... Ah ! my lifter, my 
deaxCfter! itaerrupt^d C^ciiinj you have little rea- 
foa .' . . . Mon£ d'^tncii, who till then had kept 
a profound Clence, c.ift his eyes, which were filled 
with tears, on Cecilia ; and, feiaing one of her 
hands, ah, why, faid he, with a voice fcarce in- 
telligible, why woulij you dk'prive us of hope* ! 

All the rep>y Cecilia made was to throw 

both her arma round he; father's neck, aud.tojlf^sp' 

ihem there foe fpine auniiteis without fpsaktng; ^ ' 

terwards, addreOing berftlf to Madame Hi l^abnaiitii 

file allied her Where Gharlts w.is, aijd appeared de-t 

firous to fee him. They fent fur hixii, and, when. 

he came, (he made him fit down at the foot of the 

fopha, and, ubl«rviflg that his eyes loiikcd ted, 

CharUs, faid Uw to hipi, Imiling, you have been 

weeping too I Ch,iflts, ac thefe words, kifFed her 

hand,, and refled his head on his aunt's lap, not 

daring toihew his face, as he (till continued weep- 

iag. Cecilia pcicciving her hand wet witii hiateai:9»L 

CharUi, faid ihe, if you were not (juire fo yotin^, 

you would learn, that, after a life well fpeiit, tfais: 

^HMUnent, ii> which you now fee me, isthemo&dei 

^^^bltful, ihe happieft of my days . . . My body \»\ 

^^^^nr weak and languid, but my mind is quiet and 

^^^■Kcni. ... I fcelfuciidel'ghil'ulfeiuiineiics . . • I- 
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am fure, Charles, that you will add to the happinefs 
of my ftither, and that j-ou will love him as ten- 
derly as I do ... As (be fiiiithed fpeaking Charles 
got up haftily, and, bathed in tearsj threw himfelf 
into the arras of his grandfather . . . .1 cannot ex- 
prefs to you the grace and fenfibility with which he 
performed this aSion. Monf. d'A'imeri prelTed him 
to his bofom with the moit paflionatc tender- 
nefs, and, taking his hand, led him out of his 
daughter's chamber, in order, without doubt, to 
give himfelf up to all the grief with which he was 
penetrated. A moment after Cecilia intreated us 
all to go to dinner. You will fuppofe we were not 
long at table, Madame df Valmonl perievered in 
keeping up her hopes ; for my part, I had none ; 
forthePhyfician toldmeabfolutety, thai &f/i'ff could 
not live twenty-four hours. When we had- dined, 
we reOimcd to her chamber, and found her quite 
copjpofcd i and the Prieft, who had not left her, 
told us (he appeared better than (be had done tire 
evening before. We feated ourfelves round the 
fopha, and, a moment after, Cecilia faid, (he had a 
defire to try if (he could walk. Her father and the 
Phyfician helped to lift her from her feat, and fiip- 
porced her by her arms : but (he had fcarce taken 
five or fix ftcps, when, (topping fuddenly, (he cried, 
ohj my father ! ... At this ptainiive anAptercing 
cry, Monf, d'Aimeri, almoft diftrafted, took her in 
his arms; (he leaned gently on him, with her eyes 
halfcloied! , . , . The Phyfician feized her hand, 
and after feeling her pulie, made align to the Prie(t, 
who at the fame moment took a Crucifix, and, ap- 
proaching her, faid with a loud voice thefe dreadful 
words: Ricommend ysur foul to Ged! On hearing 
tbiff Crcilia opened hczey^s, and, raifing them to- 
I -- Wirds 
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wards Heaven, prefled the Crucifix to her bofom j 
and in this attitude her whole peHbn and counte- 
nance had an expreflion and majefty which gave her 
beauty the appearance of fomething celeftial. After 
having faid her prayer, all at once {he threw hcrfdf 
on her kneef, feying, " My father, give me your 
*' blefling!" Moni. d' /limeri threw himfelf down 
by her, his arms trembling, once more unfolded 
ihcmfelves lo receive his beloved child ■ . . Ctcilia 
fell on the bofom of her unhappy father ; ... it was 
over . . . She expired) ... 

After this, melancholy (lory, you will not expeS 
any other particulars ; it is fufficient for me to tell 
you that Monf. 4'Jimen's grief is far above any 
thing that can be felt by thofc who have no cliildren. 
I obliged him to come with me to B — the fame 
evening, with Madame de f'almant and Charles ; 
and, when he is in a fitaation to receive our friendly 
advice, we mean to perfuade him to travel with his 
grandfon: for that will be the only method of fup- 
porting his fpirits in his prefent fituacion. Adieu, 
my dear friend ! Write to me; lam very melan- 
choly; yoti know, that I am not lightly afFeiSed on 
thefe occafions ; you know how dear my friends are 
to me, when 1 fee tliem affl.ii5ied and diitreiTed -, 
you may judge, how much I am concerned, 
howneceflary your letters will be to me. 
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Cuiml de RofevUh to tht Bamn. 

■I Promised, my dear Baton, to fend yoU 
ruly interefting fcene, v/hich I 
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ing for my pupil, I could not facisfy yoi 
cvitiyCitY 
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^H^cwriofitjr rooticr, as I was willing nothing fliouM 
^^_^ wanting to my Hidory; and it has cull me lix 
^^" months fearch to find what 1 dcfired. 

I have already told yoii, my young Prince pro- 
mifes to be poflefled of very brilliant qualities: he 
has good fenfe, a lively imagination^ and a happy 
difpofition: but I oblerved intiiin a certain degree 
of infenfibility which afiiiiftcd me, though I only 
am'ibuted it to his want of experience. When one 
has never been unhappy, nor a witncfs to fcenes of 
, diflrefs, it is not poffible to be truly compaflionate. 
L Jt is not bare iecit;ils that cafi imprefs our hearts 
r irith fentiments, which will be oppofed by all thofe 
t^i^icious, but dangerous pafHons, to which the 
■corruption of the times give rife. It is not words, 
y ^Ht examples, which arc ncceflary for this great 
I IRork; and, above alj, af&^ting fcenes, which wiU 
1^ Jsavean indelible imprcHion on a young and Inno- 
l,c«nt heart. Perfuaded of the truth of this, I de- 
?.*ermincd to fearch the ciiy and fuburbs for ibmc 
. unfortunate family ready to fink under the weight 
[ of their ai3i61ion : arid in order to fucceed better in 
kmy fearch, I applied myfelf to a Gentleman who 
J Mftows orLthe poor more than three fourths of a 
Er-xcofulerable fortune gaiQed by his own indudry in 
T'Wde. He is a. Granger in this country, and is 
, called Monf. (f^n^/ttr«i his couMry, and his birth 
are unlcnown ; he fpeaks feveral languages equally 
well; he has lived here about ten years, in a fmall 
houfe, on the borders of the lake — The finguia- 
rity of his way of living attraiSod our Sovereign's 
curiofity, who defired to fee him. One fliould 
imagine that Monf. d'Wig/i/ns had related to hiin 
fame very affc£ling ftory, for the Prince, from ibaC 
jnomcnt, has Ibewn a particular regard fur him, 
and 






Kr 



ON EDUCATION. 237 

and foon after employed him in difFcrcnt negocia- 
tions, which, by their confcquences, have gained 
the Prince's confidence, and he has loaded him 
with kindnefs. For thefe two years paft, Monf. 
d'Atfglirti has retired from Court, and lives in 
peace and folitude at his own houfe, which he has 
made one of the moit delightful places in this coun- 
try. I went to him about three months ago, to tell 
him of my fcheme. He gave me all the intelligence 
I could with ; but I was too difficult to determine 
haftily; I cGnfvdered that I (hould lofe my objefl, 
if I only made a flcnder impreflion; and when [ 
had fuccccded m the choice of my objeiit, I found 
the preparations, which I am going tO. relate 
youj were necellary before-hand. Our young 
'nee, lilteall other children, is extremely curious; 
lerefMc afFefted frequently to fpeak low, and 
Bth an air of fccrefy, to M. Sulback^ his Sub-pre- 
or[i the Prince did not fail to queftion me about 
I told him, I was employed about an affair, 
lich inteteftcd me beyond all expreffion : and I 
led, IfjfiK viere ajhu years older-, IJhould trufl 
Viith it, but at prefent you are iso tTiuch a child' 
thefe words you fcay imagine ftow much I was 
reated; but I was fteady,'and the Prince could 
y draw from me fome vague anfwers, which 
Igmented and inflamed his curiofity. At night 
! was ftill more unealVi when he found Monf. 
Sulbeck's ion was let into our fecrct; he made 
heavy complaints to me.: I contented myfelf with 
oaly faying, young Stilb'ack was no longer a child ; 
he is thirteen years old, and is remarkably fenfiblc 
for his age: and then 1 changed the converfation. 
The Prince Was out of temper and fullen; I told 
Uni} that was imt the means by which he would 
gain 
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gain my confidence. It is not a' ctillruft of you, 
ftid I, which prevents me from acquainting you 
with the affair wc have in agitation; it is, becaufe 
■I thinic you are too much a child to take any part 
f'ia it : yet it is very poffible for children of your age 
■to underftand, and even feel things that are inte- 
kiXefling and diftrelBngi I have known many exam- 
f rCles of children of your age forward enough to be 
^ .capable of this; and if you had not (hewn fo much 
curiofiiy and ill humour, and how little power you 
have over yourfelf, I fhould certainly have told yoa 
what you wifhed to know; but now it will be dif- 
ficult for you to obtain this favour, and'Igivc you 
notice, if you do not repair your fault by an ex- 
treme prudence, gentienefs, and mildnefs of tem- 
per, and if you alk one more queftion on the fub- 
jeft, you never will poiTefs my confidence. When 
Ify you promife, as a recompence to a child, the very 
HiL. thing he wilhes for, you may make your own 
W^K (terms. The Prince immediately finoothed his 
i 'brow, and came to me with a mild and fond coun- 

tenance, promifing 1 ihould fee that he had comma na 
aver hlmftlf; and he kept his word. The next dav 
after dinner, ws were together in his room, when 
i»» • M. Sulhack and his fon entered in a great hurry, 
■■■''and the former coming up to me, cried out, at latt 
^^L ffit have found luhat we Jau^ht. I afTei^ed the 
^^r ^eatefl joy, and faid, let us go then immediately ! 
^^L ''What, faid the Prince, with an air of furprife and 
^^B «nj(iety, are you going out ? Yes, anfwered I, for 
^^P'Wo or three hours. Shall my fon go with us, faid 
"^^ 'Monf. Sulhacks' Oh, I entreat that you will let me, 
interrupted the young man; 1 (hall be wretched, 
if you deprive me of this happincfs i During this 
tonverfatioji, the Prince looked at us all by turns, 
and 
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and did great violence to himfelf to conceal his 
vexation and grief, I took my hat and [word, and 
prepared to go out; 1 fent for the people to attend 
on the Prince in our abfencei he came to nie, and 
I embraced and cook leave of hiai> He could not 
any longer contain himrelfj and not daring to fpeak, 
burft into lears- I appeared much concerned at it, 
and afked him what was the matter ' He acknow- 
ledged to me, that he was quite indefpairj MonC 
Sulked begged me to tell him the 'intere/ling tale. 
The Prince iotreated ... I hefitated ... but at 
length I yielded. We all fat down, and I took the 
Prince on my knee, and, addrefling myfelf to him, 
' ;ing very certain of fixing his attention, Monf, 
ilhack and I lay afide every month, faid ], a part 
our yearly income, for the fupport of unfortu- 
people, who are opprelled with poverty ; and we 
I make diligent fearch, that our money may be 
lU dilpofed o^ and given to perfons who are as 
ft as ihey are unfortunate; about Hx weeks 
we bought fome tickets in the lottery, and we 
thirty thoufand livres ; we immediately formed 
a fcheme, in confetjuence of this fuccefs, to employ 
half the money in making one whole family happy ; 
~id we purchafed, about three leagues from hence, 
leat little farm, provided with all neceflaries, and 
/e furniflied the houfe in a plain and neat manner: 
'e have been ever fmce fearching out for a proper 
objefl to give it toj and at length we have found a 
family, very poor, and very honeft ! They live \a 
the fubutbs of the city, and we want to go to feek 
and condufli them to their charming little farm. 
Mbnl*. Sulback here joined in the converfation, and 
Xaid to me, what pleafure will it give you to fee 
■"'"" "^ wretched 







" *p> 



LETTERS 



1, HiTctched AUxis Siezin enjoying peace and happt- 

I (Ms, with an aged father, and a wife, and four 

Lj^eautifiil children, who this morning, when our 

[■■'•fieflcnger arrived there, were alt ready to expire 

I ^Ipith hunger! At the fe -words, riie Prince feizing 

Kte of my hands, and throwing his other arm round 

ihyneck; Oh, mydearfriendT let me go with you, 

"lat I may fee all this. His eyes were filled witii 

' ITS, when he faid this ; I embraced him tenderly, 

i told him, fince he had fenfibiliiy, I (hould no 

^gcr regard him as a child ; you (hall go to Alexis 

'j's; you are worthy of fuch a fight, faid I lo 

TTie joy and tranfport the Prince exprefTed 

)dt this is not to be defcribed ; he loaded me with 

inbraces and thanks, and was impatient to be gone ; 

Ktoid while we were preparing for our departure, he 

I'ipalked about the room, holding young ^ulback by 

flhe hand. He had an air of triumph, which feemed 

r to fey, " f0>at, if I am not thirteen years old, I 

* am no longer treated as a child," 

' We went down the l>ack ftair-cafe, got into a 

1: luckney-coach, and, attended only by two fervants, 

ua plain cloaths, we fet out, the Prince, Monf. 5/*/- 

if, his fon, and myfelf. It was not five o'clock j 

:, beinginthemidftof Winter, it was quite dark; 

l^d we fufFcrcd more from the extreme cold, as the 

'indows did not ihut clofe, and we had no 

(t^pet at the bottom. The Prince took notice of 

t without complaining. Judge, Sir, faid MonC 

htlhackt by this little proof of the bad eifcfls of 

iold, what this unhappy family, we are now going 

B^relicve, muft have fuffered, having lived all this 

Vinter in a garret, without cloaths or fire ; as you, 

biat are covered- with a warm drefs, along fiir cloak, 

a laree muif, find the weather infupportable. 

The 
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The Prince only anfwereiJ with a deep llgh, which 
«xprefled the greateft humanity. I enjoyed, with 
delight, my own work, and I was fo much affefled 
I could not rpeak. In about half an hour we 
entered into a very narrow ftreet, and the coach 
flopped, The Prince cried out, " This is the 
" place, doubtlefs ; we are arrived I"— And in his 
eagernefs he tried to open the door and get out, 
I flopped him, and faid, I lay a wager your hedrt 
beats ! — Yes, indeed, it does very much, faid he. 
They brought us a light, and we went into a 
lufe which was, in appearance, ready to fall ; 
_ s afcended near a hundred and twenty fleps ; 
-and, after that, climbed up a little, dark, narrow, 
wooden ftair-cafe which led us to the garret in- 
habited by this miferable family. In a room, 

lighted by one difmal lamp, we found a man about 
thirty years of agelyingonftrawi he was juft reco- 
vering from a fainting fit ; a young and beauti- 
ful woman fupported him in her arms, while a ve- 
nerable old man made him fmell to fome vinegar ; 
three little boys were at his feet, and a lovely girl 
about nine or ten years old, who had no other co- 
vering than a ragged (hift, was on her knees before 
him, praying to God for his recovery, and fhedding 
at the fame time a flood of tears!— This light, which 
was quite unexpected, furpiifed and affeiSied mc 
equally. When the fick man had recovered his 
fenfes, we found this accident had been occalioned 
by the nouriihment we had fent him, and which 
was the firft he had taken for three days, as he had 
perfifted in eating nothing for that time, in order 
that his family might have a little more bread. I 
made him drink a glafs of cordial water, which re- 
iiued his fpirits; and we then prefented him with 
"Vol. L L apurJc 
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a purfe of fifty Lou'it d'on. At this figlit he cried 
out, " Oh, my children ! thank thele generous 
*' ftrangers i and you my wife, my father, fall at 
" their feet !" The whole family furrounded us, 
beftowing on us the moft affefting marks of their 
gratitute, except the htlle girl, who, being aOiam- 
ed to appear before fo many llrangers almoft naked, 
crept into a comer, and did not venture to ap- 
proach us. You may be certain nothing could di- 
vert my attention from my pupil : he obferved every 
thing that paffed with as much cunofity as emotion, 
and even wept at what he faw, without being 
fenfible irf it; he kept leaning on my arm, and 
fcarce allowed himfelf the hberty of breathing, 
that he might not lofe a fyllable of what was going 
forward : he firft obferved the modeft diftrefs of 
.^e unfortunate liitlc girl, and, quitting my arm, 
Ivanced towards her, took oiF his fur cloak, and, 
^ it over her fboulders, with a faultering 
.roice faid, " I give you this cloak, now you may 
^' come forward." It is impoffible for me to de- 
fcribe the joy I felt at this action j I ran to the 
Prince, and taking him in my arms, " Oh, my 
prf' dear child, cried I, I am now well rewarded for 
all my tenderncfs and care." I could fay no 
ore ; tears flopped my fpeech. At this moment, 
'^^e of our fervants arrived with a large biindle, 
containing fomc common fur cloaks which I had 
ordered for the family. The Prince having given 
bis own to the little girl, there was one more than 
was wanted ; I gave it to him, faying, " Keep 
" it for ever, though it is neither fo fine nor fo" 
" warm as your own ; for with what pleafuw will 
" you wear it, when it brings to yoar remem- 
2* brance an atlion v^ich does you fo much ho- 
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nour." He put it' on immediatdy i aod nevet 
id he feel fuch joy and faiisfai£lion on wearing 
le moft elegant drefs, as he fdt in this coarfe apd 
icavy cloak. During this time we were bufied 
a getting /tiexii Slcxin removed to a convenient 
■apartment in the Itrft floor of die houfe ; his tather, 
ifflrife, and children followed him ; and when Wc 
had lixed them in their new habitation, we left 
faying, As foon as tlie poor man was well 
lough, we would conduft them to tlie farm i4}to 
'hich we intended to put them. We did not ar- 
the pilace till pall eight o'clock, and fat 
» our fire-fide again with a double pleafurc, 
:flet^ing on the happinefs we had procured for 
ichefe miferable people, and we fat up much later 
iSian ufual. The Prince, not being at all incliued 
to fleep, found great pleafure in recolleiSing the 
moft minute circumftances of this aSeiEling even- 
ing i and I am very certain the remembrance , of 
this ftriking pifiure of human mifery, will never 
be blotted from his memory. However, I would 
not have thcfe kind of fcenes too often repeated ; 
for it would be very dangerous to accuftom him 
to fee fuch inftanccs of wreichcdnefs and mifery : 
tbis weakens and deftroys that fcnfibility which 
you {hould awaken in fuch a manner as to make a. 
lafting impreffioii. Thus you fee bad effects might 
arifefrom goodcaufes. Where is the mind enough 
enlightened to ftop at the exaiS point beyond which 
It ought not to go ? At leafl tbis is what we Ihould 
be aware of, in order to z&. with caution and 
prudence. 

But to return to my pupil; before we went to 
bed, Monf. Sulback and iintreateJ him nottoincn- 
''4ioa this adventure to any body, " Becaufe we did 
"■ L. 2 ■ " not 
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not chufe fuch a common aft of humanity- iliould 
be known, as vanity had no fliare in it." The 
"■-Prince promifed to icli no one but his father, who 
you may iuppofe had already been acquainted «vUh 
the ftory, and who had furnifhed us with the means 
of giving him fo magnificent a lelTon on benevo- 
llence : fur it has coft more . than twenty thoufand 
"Ivres " i but it is a fiim well /pent, and what 3 
iwerful Sovereign and a good father can never 
gret. The next day the Prince, who was all 
ipatknce to fee Alexis Stez.in felded in his farm, 
:nt to know how he did ; and we heard with ex- 
treme faiisfa£tion he was up, and ptrfeflly reco- 
vered. It was immediately fettled that we {hould 
fend them a- carriage that very day to conduit. them 
10 the farm, and that we (houid go there alfo. Wc 
■fct out after dinner, anti got there a little before 
-their arrival. The Prince, of his own accord, 
carried them feveral .^jrefents, and waited their 
coming with the utmoft impatience 1 as foon as he 
heard the carriage, .he ran out haftily to meet it, 
and he afterwards fallowed them about to enjoy 
their furprize and happinefs with pleafure in his 
luntenancc which al raoft arofe to tranlport. 
sfore we went away, the Prince.came tome, and, 
rowing' hi mfelf into my arms, cried out, " Oh 
^__ my friend! how much I thark you for {hewing 
. f I*' me fuch a fight as this ! How happy murt you 
r:.*» be in rcflcfling on the faiisfadtion of thefe ho- 
i **' ^neft people !"f— " Yes, faid 1, I am indeed happy 
i- it' beyond cxprelEon, that I have made you ac- 
« quaintcd with this deiight ; and, wheti y.ou 
« thoroughly enjpy it, it will afford -me greater 
■*'. felicity." One morning, abouta.wcek after this, 
, .J Monf, 
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^plonf. Sulhaci and ! being alone with the Princ^^ 
a pcrfon came to ie!l me that a very ingenious 
artift, whom we had heard of, defired to fpcak 
with me ; I went to him„ and returned immediate- 
\y with a large drawing in crayons, very elegantly 
framed. " Ah 1 cried [, our fccret i? betrayed ; 
*' here we are all reprefented at the houfe of 
" Jltxis Sit-in; pray look !" — At thefe words, 
the Prince, amazed, looked at the picliire, and faw, 
with emotion, that they had fixed on the moment, 
when he was throwing his cloak over ihc liitle 
girl's fiioulders, — He blulhed, and told me, indeed 
il was not owing to his indifcretion. 1 lold him 
I believed it ; nor had any of us mentioned it, 

yet I was not furprifed at its being known 

Why fo ? . . . Becaufe you were one of the party 
.... Well ! what then ? .... It is very true, the 
2<rt!ons of Princes can never be concealed ; too 
many people know thein, and look out for thein. 
1 am nut forty the fecret is dilirovered, as you have 
done a good aflion ; had it been a bad one, it 
would have been equally known. This remark 
appeared to affeift him ; yet I faw he was much 
fiariejed with the painter's chul'ing the incident of 
the cjouk for the principal fubje,^ of the picture. 
He looked at it with ^reat fjtisfaiHon, and was 
much pleafed with me for intending to fend il to 
ihe Prince, his father, &s he was then certain all 
the Court would fee it. I tlie more readily forgave 
him this little piece of vanity, as it was tlie lirft 
he had fiiewn fince this aJventure, Xhi?, my dear 
Baron, is the Hiftory I had to give you v I make 
no apology for the prodigious length of my letterj 
becaufe every thing you have done fot your own 
children convinces me that whatever concerns 
Education muft be inlerefting to you. 

I hav'e 
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I have wiili great concern heard of the marriage 
of my niece! What a mother-in-law have they 
given her ! — You wrJl judge wheilier I have not 
reafon to grieve, knowing, that Lady as I do, and 
recalling to my mind her dangerous and defpicable 
()uah'ties. But I flatter myfelf, my dear Baron, 
my fifter will at leaff have the happinefs of marry- 
ing hor youngeft daiighicr to her own fatisfaifHon, 
and that I fhall letiirn lo my own country to the 
wedding of G)»/la»tia znd TteeJere. Ah! if I can 
but fee this fo much wiihed for union j and if the 
FJiice (hould confirm the hopes I have entertained 
' him, what mortal on earth will be able to com- 
:e his happinefs with mine ? 



LETTER XLVIIL 

Tie Baron to the fifcount. 
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X.T is very true, my dear Vifcount, you wouji 
not know ThendnTe again i he has no longer that 
^ir and delicate complexion which children in ge- 
neral have who are brought up at Paris; he is a 
head taller, and grown ftrong in proporlion ; and 
this alteration in him is not only owing to the pure 
air of this country, but to the aflive life he leads. 
He is equally accuftomed to heat and cold, to fun- 
fhine and rain, widiout being incommoded by 
cither, as we ufc him to thefe things by degrees, 
and in moderation; for I have pot had ihe cruelty 
to make him hazard the lofs of his life, in order to 
firengthen his limbs. Rsuffeau is for taking no 
precautions of this kind wiih children, but allows 
■^ X^i^atr • I 
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them to fell and hurt themfelves, and would expole 

them to the Teverity of the coldelt weather : in doing 

thus, he runs into the very evil which he fo ftrongly 

i-ecommends you to avoid, that of malting children 

unhappy. He fays, afterwards, " What can be 

•U thought of this cruel method of education, where 

« you fecrifice the prefciit to aji uncertain future \" 

— In the fame book he alfo fays " We fllould 

guard mankind from unforefeen accidents : let^ 

Etiilius run about every morning in the coldeft 

" weather without fhoes or fioclcingS, either in bis 

■"chamber, up and down ftairs, or in the garden, 

'*^ and, far from being aiigry about it, 1 would imi- 

•*' tate him," i^c. ilfc. 

_- This imitation is not fo ea(y. For my part, I 
■ confcfs, I would not imitate Theodore, if in tho 
month of January he chofe to walk in my park 
BW^hout fhoes or (lockings. Rmijfeau-, always de- 
;ijffrbus of " guarding his pupil againli; any lijJden 
''"'accidents," difturbs his reft, interrupts his fleep, 
^ajid wakes him abruptly, to make him get up in 
i-rfie middle of the night In fhort, EmUius ap- 
pears to me to be the moll tormented and the moft 
unhappy child poflible. Another of P.nujfeau's 
ifrntiments to me appears ftiil more dangerous s 
" Never permit your fcholar," fays he, " to value 
« himfelf on his birth, his health, or his riches ; 
" but humble and alarm 'his vanity by (hewing him 
" the dangers by which mankind are furrounded; 
let him hear and attend to your dcft^ription of 
the rocks againft which he may be driven, and 
■ he will rely upon you to preferve him from 
them." 

All this is in order to make him mild and com- 

pai&onate ! But for that purpofe let us take another 

method; 
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if^ethod; this will only malce him a coward. In 
waching him neither' to value liis health nor his 
xiches, flicw him the refources, which in the moft 
dreadful reverfe will remain to a man who has re- 
folutioii and virtue-, dcfcribc this man to be brave, 
patient, and fuperior to his deftiny ; he will be fo 
much more interefting, and your pupil will feel 
more compaflion for him ; but this pity, far from 
being contemptible, will give him more dignity 
and greamcfs of foui : his pity will become fublime, 
when il is united to admiration and elteem. In 
fliort, by this means your fcholar will be deeply 
afiedted with the lltuation of [he Hero, but he will 
not be terrified by it, and he will refolve to fupport 
a fimilar fate with the fame virtue, if he fliould ever 
meet with it. Adieu, my dear friend ! laJrureyou, 
notwithftanding the happinefs I enjoy here, I think, 
with great pleafure, that in another twelvemonth 
we fliall go from hence, and that that period will 

Monf. d'Aimeri went from hence yefterday with 
his grandfon. He begins his journey to the North, 
where he has not been, and goes direi£Hy to * * *. 
I have given him letters to the Count dc Rufi-uiiUf 
who I am fure will efieem him; for thefe two Gen- 
tlemen have both too much merit not to entertain a 
friendfliip for each othe. 
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Dei.AiDE and Theodore, for this fortnight 
-paft, have been put to hard trials; but ar length 
they hav» coni|ueii:d them to my fatisfailion^ They 
have botlibeen tBUE;lit for a long time, how impor- 
tant it was to have a command over themrelves, 
and how contemptible it was to fail it* iheir pro- 
mifcs, — /1d/l,^ide h^ms, now nine, xtATheadore Kn 
-years old, we thought thar, after having tried them 
with feveral little matteFS, it) almofl all of which 
they behaved very well,. w€ might rifle one which 
iwas more ferious, and row begin as Moa(. d' Jlmane 
cxprefles it, acourfe of experimintalvirtue. It will 
be necefiary to tell you, that, for thefe two or three 
months, the appearance of enmiiy between Mifs 
Bridget and Dainville fcemed to be greatly lefTened. 
DainvilU madt the firft adva^ices, and Mifs Bridge! 
received them with proper dignity, bus with com- 
plaifance ; and their former quarrels fiicmed entirely 
forgotten. In fllort, Djinvilk declares publicly, 
that Mifs Bridget is a perfon ofrealmerit, and Mifs 
Bridget acknowleges thai Dainvilli is a good young 
man in the main. It is from thefe circumftances 
that we have formed our plan. You have not. for- 
got Adelaide's putting the profile of Vefpafian in a 
part of her chamber, in order to ridicule Mifs 
Bridget; and that this had in appearance greatly 
diminiihed her afFeftion for Adelaide, as well as her 
cooiidenceinher: and you ought alfo to know, that 
1. 3 Ti/tedert i 
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Theodsrt on his part had given Daiuville much caufe * 
complaint. Now I begin myftory; 

Addaide obfcrved one morning, that Mifs Bridget 
was exceedingly grave and abfent j Die siked her the 
reafon of it; Mifs Bridget fighed, bluflied, turned 
pale, appeared con fu fed, but remained filent: quef- 
tions were repeated oti one fide ; confufion iiicrcafed 
on the other: Adelaide'% curiofity was raifed to the 
highell pitch: flie begged, intrcated, conjured; 
Mifs Bridget heficatcd, and faid to her, Ah ! if I 
could depend on your friendfhip, your difcretion ! 
: . . . What then, yuu fear me ? I am very young, 
it is true; but I would fooner die than betray a 
fecret. My dear Mifs BnV/^^/, do you think me 
then a monlter? . . -Well then, I will tell you 
every thing this evening, if we walk out alone 
.... Why not now ? , . . 1 cannot now : what I 
have to tell you will take up too much time . . , 
Oh, Heaven ! muft I wait till evening f — You 
inuft, indeed ; and let me caution you, that from 
this moment, if you are guilty of the fmalleft im- 
prudence, that is, if you betray any fign of wifli- 
ing 10 be alone with me, or any oihcr mark of im- 
patience, J will not tell yoM a fingle word of the 
matter . . . Does mamma know it ? . . . No perfon 
in the world knows it. lihall certainly acquaint 
yotrf mamma with it; but not thefe two or three 
months yet: fo you fee you muft not even mention 
it to her. You know the has often told you you 
mult never betray, even to her, thefecrels of ano- 
ther perfon; it is true, fhe has faid to you, that 
any thing intrufted to you, which (he is not to 
know, does not look well, and fhould be fufpefled 
by you . - ■ But you, Mifs Bridget, that ihe efteems 
"b much ! .... It is certain this makes a difference ; 
befi^es. 
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befidcs, I afliire you (he (hall know it one day or 
other .... To every body elfe I will.refufe to liften 
to a fecret which mamma is not to know; but .... 
You except this of mine, and is not that your 
meaning ? . . . I think I may without fcruple. — Well 
then, you give me your word to keep it faithfully ? 
. . • I promife you . . » . This is fufEcient.— At thi^ 
inftant the converfation was interrupted, to the 
great concern of the impatient Adelaide, A fervant 
came to tell her I wanted her, and fhe left Mifs 
Bridget with aQ emotion which was ftill vifible on 
her countenance, when flie entered my chamber. 
During this time, Dainville had exaftly the fame 
converfation with my Ion, and received from him 
the fame promife ; you may therefore fuppofe, that 
Adelaide and Theodore waited impatiently for their 
hour of walking ; but they were deceived in their 
hopes ; we never left them a moment, and they 
went to bed without knowing the fecrer. Adelaide^ 
while undrefSng, defired her maid to fetch Mifs 
Bridget to her for one moment only ; who returned 
for anfwer (he could not come ; and poor Adelaide 
went to bed very melancholy. The next day Mifs 
Bridget made her many reproaches. " You have 
" been guilty," faid (he, " of at leaft ten indifcre- 
'* tions ; *you fent for me laft night, and you, \^ho 
are always fo happy with your mamma, had^fuch 
an appearance of trouble and impatience ; you 
" looked at me fo earneftly ! In fliort, you feemed 
*' to think of no one elfe ! and every body obf^ved 
*' that you did not behave as ufual ; I am therefore 
" "determined to try you ftill ihore, before I truft 
" you with my fecret; fo that you will not know it 
" till eight days hence; if, at the end of that time, 

" I Ihall 
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" I fliall have no more caufe to reproach you." 
You may imagine this determination appeared very 
cruel, but there was no remedy ; and Thssdore was 
obliged to fubmit to the fame law. At laft thefe 
eight long days were paffed ; and Adelaide and Thee^ 
dere have received the reward of their patience and 
difcretionj the great fecret is revealed j and they 
have been informed, that Mifs Bridget and Dain- 
vllli have been privately married thefe two months ! 
You may eafily guefs the aftonifhment they were 
under at this intelligence. The only fenfacion they 
felt'at firft was the joy of being thought worthy to 
be told fuch an important focret; hut ihey prefenily 
found out, that fome fccrets are very difficult to be 
kept. The fame evening, when I was alone with 
Adelclde, I want to tell you fomething, faid I, 
which will intertft you; lam very bufy in making 
a match for DainviUe., which will he a good efta- 
biilhment for him. On hearing the word Match, 
flic changed colour, which I diil not appear to re- 
mark, but went on : I am going to marry him to a 
rich widow who Jives at Carcaflbnne; I have no 
doubt of his ccnfcnt, and therefore I (hall referve 
the pleafurc of furprifing him with the news of it, 
when I have fettled every thing i ib thatldeiire you 
will mention it to no one, not even to Mifs Bridget 
. . . Why do you biufh, Adtlalde? . . . Who I, 
mamma t . . . Yes, you tlufhed when I mentioned 
Mifs Bridget' f name ... It is that . . . You imagine, 
perhaps, that Mifs Bridget has.ilill the fame aver- 
fion for DainviUe . . . Oh no, mamma, on the con- 
trary ! . . . How, on the contrary I What would 
you fay ? . . . Nothing, mamma ... Do you know 
any thing particular on that fubjefl? . . . But . . . 
As 
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As to me, I am convinced that Mifs Bridgtt 
retains fome refentment a^airtft Dainvilie; but, 
whatever be the cafe, I forbid you to fay k finglc 
word about this intended mariiage. After thefe 
word', I changed the convcifation; jiiielaide fell 
into a deep reverie, and, under foine pretence or 
other, I fent her to Mifs Bridget. She did not tell 
her of our converfation, but flie intreated her with 
the greateft earneftnefs to inform me of it, and (he 
otFered her fervice to prepare me for the news; 
which Mifs Bridget ablblutely rcfufeJ, The next 
day, I was walking alone with Adelaide ; I exprefled 
a concern for her health. My dear child, faid I, 
you are melancholy ; what is the matter f . . . No- 
thing, mamma . . . Your thoughts feem much taken 
up; you are abfent, what are you thinking of? . . , 
■ Mamma! . . . How! does this quetlion embarrafs 
you . . . You have frequently aiTured me, and in this 
veiy garden, that you would never hefitate to tell 
me your moft fecret thoughts, let them be what 
they would, if I afked you. Without an entire 
confidence, there can be no real afFeflion ... So I 
would, mamma; I would tell you all my fecrets 
. . . Well then, what were you thinking of juft 
now ? Why dont you tell me i' But what do i fee ? 
You weep! ... It is becaufe I am not able to tell 
you . . . and yet ! ... But I muft not tell you a lye 
. . . What then ! . . . Mamma, ought I to tell you 
the fecret of another perfon, when you aflc me ? . . . 
Another peifon's fecret! what then you know a 
fecret which I am ignorant off . . . Yes, mamma, 
and a very great fecret ... I fuppofe it was hy 
chance you difcovered it . . . No, mamma, it was 
inirurted to me, and I gave my word of honour 
not lo Icil you of it . . ■ And how could you engag 
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to do fo ? Were you not fenfible, that you either 
would be obliged to break your word, or to deceive 
me in not anfwering myqueftions with truth? You 
fee therefore how dangerous curiofity may prove 
, : . Mamma, I flattered inyfclf that you would not 
have queftloned inc about il . , . You (hould then 
have had more command over yourfeif, and not 
have been foabfent and thoughtful: but if you had 
the greateft prudence imaginable in this refpeifl, 
how could you efcape the fingle queftion which 1 
afk you fo often, Adelaide, what are you thinking 
ef? You muft then have deceived me by your 
anfwers ; deceived your mother! your only true 
friend! or have broken your word and difcovered 
your fecrec! . . . I thought, mamma, I might have 
been excufcd, if I owned 1 had a fecret; and that, 
when you knew I had promifed to keep it, you 
would notinfiA on my telling you . . . But merely 
to confefs you have a fecret, is always betraj'ing 
half of it, and very frequently the whole. For 
example, from whom can you have an important 
fecret? From your father it cannot be, fmce he 
keeps nothing from me. As to your maid, 1 have 
forbidden you ever talking to her on any fubjeft ; 
and it is impoffible that it can be any mnn who has 
trufted you with a fecret : therefore it is very eafy 
to difcover that it can be nobody but Mifs Bridget 
who has placed this confidence In you: and, having 
found out fo much as that, the reft I may learn 
before the day is out. Thus you have not kept 
your pf omile never to conceal any thing from me ; 
you have unthinkingly given your word of honour; 
you have for feveral days been guilty of a hundred 
indifcrctioiis, and atlall you difcover a fecret which 
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has been depofitcd with you ! How many faults arc 
here united ! And all for want of refleflion, and 
becaufe you could not refill the emotion of a foolifti 
curiofity. This converfation ciided by my pofitive 
order not to acquaint Mifs Bridget with what had 
paffed. I left ber for eight days iii an uncertainty, 
which was painful enough to a temper fo curious 
and impatient as her's. She knew not whether I 
had come to an explanation with Mifs Bridget^ nor 
whether Mifs Bridget knew that I had got the 
fecret out of her, nor whether I was acquainted 
with the fecret marriage, not daring to a(k a 
queflion, and not being able to find it out by our 
conduift, fhe was in an uneafy fufpence, which flie 
could not very readily tell how to bear ; but, 
having felt the force of her firft faults, (he had 
power enough over herfelf to be filent, and to 
appear with a calm and ferene countenance. The 
time being arrived, when the fecret was to be made 
known ; Mifs Bridgtl took Adelaide by the hand, 
led her to me, and, embracing her, fiiid to her, 
the fecret I confided to you is now no longer fo, 
and I am going to acquaint you with the truth. 
As you had given me reafon to doubt your friend- 
Ihip for me, I was defirous to put you to the proof, 
before 1 reftored you entirety to mine, and thcte- 
fore T intrufled you with an imaginary fecret ; you 
have kept it very well in fome refpe^s ; you have 
not told your brother of it, nor have you given 
DalnvitU any fufpicion of your knowing fuch a 
thing; you avoided telling your mamma of it j 
at the fame time you have carefully concealed 
from me, that which (he had forbidden you to leil 
me, and you have convinced me that you are 
really interfiled in my bappinefs. All this is a£l- 
ing 
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ing very nobly at your age, as you arc not yet ten 
years old ; anJ I perceive you have a good heart, 
and that you will be very prudent, when you are 
Icfs governed by your curiofity, and have learned 
to have moreicommaiKl over youifelf. What ! cried 
Adelaidi^ are you not married then to Monf. Da'in- 
v'lUe? — How could you fuppofe, if it was fo, re- 
,piied Mirs Bridget^ that I fliould have confided 
•flie fecret to you in preference to telling it to your 
mamma? — I have often told you, Adelaide, faid I, 
that you (hould always "be fufpicious of any infor- 
mation yoa received which 1 was not to know; 
and with a little more refleflion you might have 
guefled Mifs Bridget only did it to try you, and 
that fhe knew too well the duty you owed to me, 
to endeavour to make you fail in it : but ihefe re- 
flections, fo natural, did not occur to you ; and 
why ? Becaufe.you were fo much taken up with the 
defire of learning the fecret ; h^caufc you fuffered 
your curiofity to get the better of your under- 
flanding ; and becaufe every paffion, to which 
you give yourfelf up, takes away your judgment 
and makes you blind. I hope, my dear friend, 
you will forgive my troubling you with this long, 
and, in appearance, trifling account: but it will 
not be ufelefs to you, if you really wifli to adopt 
my method. This is the only certain way of fuc- 
ceeding in your leflbns, and I iball put my child 
to every proof of this kind, in order to form 
her charafler, and ftrengthen her underftanding. 
When Ihe comes into company, fhe will know 
by her own experience, and without having learn- 
ed it at the expence of her happinefs or reputation, 
all ihe inconveniencies cf giddinefs, cagernefs, in- 
difcretion, curiofity, weakiiefs, i^c. : in (horl, fhe 
wiU 
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will know how to conquer her piilfions, Theodore 
wU! receive the fame inftruQions : he has gone 
through all the fame trials which I have told you of 
4delaide^ and has behaved flill better than the has, 
for he never gave the leaft caufe of fufpicion, that 
he had been trufted with a great fecret : but he is a 
year older than his lifter, and, when children have a 
id education, a year makes a great dISerence. 
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Madame d'OJialii to the Baronefs, 



*- AM this day, my dear aunt, three-and- twenty 
years old ; and 1 cannot celebrate my birth-day 
better than in converfing with you ; but, when I 
think, that for thefe three long years I have^en 
feparated from you, and that I fhall ftill be de- 
prived of the happinefs of feeing you for another 
twelve-month, my heart is very melancholy, — The 
only ihiiig which I receive confoiatinn from is the 
thought of having condudted myfelf at this dif- 
tauce from you In the fame manner as if you had 
been always with me; in (hort, the having exatSly 
/oilowed the rules you gave me, and the advice 
which you have conftanijy pointed out to me in 
your letters, thofe deai letters In which I find fo 
much to make me amends for the Jiftance which 
is between us. You wilt never be told on your re- 
turn lo Paris, that your child is guilty of coquetry ; 
this odious vice, for which ycu have given me fo 
JMft and fo ferious aa averfion, I have never turned 
the 
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ifie braid of any one, and I can even boaft, that 
it has never been faid, that any perfon has fallen 
in love with me. It is true, I have followed your 
advice, and always preferved a proper behaviour, 
with that mild tranquillity which j'ou recommend- 
ed to mc ; that I have made ufe of no arts, and 
have never gone into company by myfelf, that is, 
without my motheV-in-Iaw, till within thefe two 
years ; and almoft always with Monf. tCOpalU : 
that I never received company at my own houfe till 
laft year, and that thofe I aflbciate with are very 
lenfible, as well as reafonable people ; chat I nei- 
ther go to Balls at the Opeta-houfe *, nor ride on 
horfeback : and therefore it is not aftonilhing, 
that I fliould have preferved my reputation without 
WemiQi. This is a caufe of great happincfs to me, 
and I value it at too high a price not Co cndcavou^ 
to keep it. 

I have ftill no fatisfaflory intelligence to give 
you of Madame 4e Vaky, Madame de Limaurs^ 
bliiAd towards her in every particular, is perfuad- 
ed that (he loves her hufband tenderly, but I do not 
believe a word of it, She is already the greateft 
coqueite you ever faw, and when her mother is 
not prefenC (he boafts of it ; and is weak enough 

'to think that this confeffion is injinkely graceful^ 
^ that it {hews her to be poilelTed of a mod 
jniable franknefs. I think, my dear aunt, you 

^ ^11 not find t\\ii franknef! much to yonr lafte ; in 
my opinion, it appears both indelicate and abfurd. 
She has altered that ftiiF formal appearance Ibc put 
on at the time of her being married ; (he is now 

ITnfking and, fluttering about, feems to be all life, 
^d her head appears to be the perpetual motion. 
fc. Ithyjl^ 

M^ • They arc maAed baUi, 
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I think, if I was inclined to coquetry, I fhould 
attempt to pleafe by my underftanding and con- 
verfation as much as by my perfon : but Madame 
dt Falcy takes a quite contrary method. To give 
you fbme idea of it, I will relate to you an account 
of a breakfaft which we had yefterday at Madame 
de Limours\ There were only four Ladies of us, 
Madame de Limours^ Madame de Valcy^ myfelf, 
and Madame de Germueil^ a young woman about 
my age, married about four years, neither beau- 
tiful nor amiable ; but fiie has an elegant figure, 
and has fome gracefulnefs in her manner, though 
very inconfiderate and giddy, and full of affecta- 
tion ; t6 whom Madame de Valcy has been inti- 
mately attached for thef& (b( months paft. We 
were moderately gay at breakfaft, when Madame 
de Limours received a letter which called her out of 
the room : fhe defired me, in her abfence, to be 
her daughter's Chaperon. The moment after flie 

was gone, the Marquis ^/? L and the Chevalier 

Creni were anngunced — It is reported, that the 
latter is in love with Madame de Falcy^ and that 
the Marquis is likewife attached to Madame de 
GermueiL I was feated between thefe tWo Ladies, 
and in^mediately took notice of their behaviour, 
which was wonderfully changed. Madame de Valcy 
appeared all at once to have a violent afFedtion for 
me ! She embraced me, affedled to whifper in my 
ear continually, as if to tell me a fecret, when 
fhe only faid things of no kind of cohfequence, 
and then burft into violent fits' of laughter ; all 
this accompanied with fuch motions of the head 
as is impoffible to defcribe, but from which I fuf- 
fered great inconvenience, for every moment I 
found her feathers and her braid in my face. At " 

length. 
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bigth, feeing that I was very cool, and did not 

■ fWuriJi^'' great and fudd&n friendlhip, (lie rofe from 
^r feat with Madame de Germueil, and they walked 
arm and arm up and down the room, for fix or eight 
minutes, with great car^leflhefs ; and then feated 
themfelves on a fapha in a {iudied attitude ; in order 
that it might be iaid, that they formed a moft beau- 
iful piifture. 

■ At length I returned home without being able to 

' mprchend how people can be fo ftupid as to fup- 

^e they can make conqoefts by fuch ridiculous 

llicans. 1 (hould rather prefer the coquetry of an 

■®ngli(h Lady, whom Monf. d'Herbain met with in 

\\ai travels ; flie was very beautiful, but thfough a 

rllrange caprice flie difdai/ied a conqueft which was 

l' ionly obtained by het perfon : and, when file wifti- 

1 «i any one to fall in love with her, fhe renounced 

' drefs, and concealed her fine hair, and half her 

face, under a large hal ; and, covering heifelf with 

a cloak, (he hid from their fight the moft elegant 

fliape in the world : but {he took care to difplay 

all the charms of her inind, and by the infinuating 

~ races of her converfation, and the delicacy of her 

bit, (he triumphs over the moft beautiful or beft 

fed rivals in the world. By this means, added 

E Chevalier d'Herbain^ this dangerous coquette 

s not content with Jligl 

1 her admirers with fcrii 

Adieu, my dear aunt ! I a _ 

Verfailles; I fhall return the day after to-morrow, 

and will then write to you again, and fend you the 

kttic box of Mufic, which you alked mc for , . , . 

' TThey fend for mc, they wait for me. Adieu ! youi: 

■ A ild embraces you as tenderly as fire loves you. 



> and lading paffions. 
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From the Fifcaunteft to the Baronefs. 
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. AM every day more pleafed with my fituation, 
my dear friend ; at leaft I am fo with my daughter, 
for my happinefs depends on her conduit and her 
afFeSion for me. I told you all the little caufes 
of complaint I had againft her, on her firft being 
married: but thofe tittle clouds are now vanifhed, 
and I begin to believe, that, in doubting her fenfi- 
bility, mine has often made me unjuft. She loves 
her hulband paflionately. In general, all the emo- 
tions of her heart are violent : and though thefe 
tempers may be more dangerous than others, you 
muft agree that they are the only ones that are 
formed for attachments. I ought to applaud my- 
felf for having given her to the man of her choice : 
a pcrfon fo impetuous, open, and with fuch lively 
pafilons as (he has, could never have fupported 
an engagement contrary to her inclinations ; ftie, 
who could never bear the flighteft contradiftion, 
even in the mod trifling matters ! She has many 
faults, I confefs, but they are chiefly owing to her 
vivacity, and the little diflimulation of which Qie 
is capable. You have known me fafpedt her of 
falfehood on fome occafions, and it gave me great 
affliaiou. Thank Heaven. I was deceived ; and 
as fhe herfelf tells me, what i was inclined to at- 
tribute to artifice was merely owning to her being 
incoofidcrate and giddy ; and, in fa£t, thefe are 
-her principal faults; her heart, however, is very 
^^bfceptible of good impreflions, and will yield to 
^^k them. 
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them. She has made choice of a friend, and loves 
her to excefs. ^ This friend is a few years older 
than herfelf, has been married about four years, 
and is equally dUtinguifhed by her birth, her be- 
haviour, and agreeable conneiAions. It Is with 
great pleafure that 1 obferve my daughter giving 
r ^j^rfelf up to all the enthufiafm of a firft friendlhip. 
I '^ut at prefent let us tall: of an objed which is Aill 
Lfsnore inierefting to you, fince you mean one day 
' 'IT other to adopt her for your own ; Canflantia 
tnW not have the ftriking charms of her fifter -, her 
eauty is of the fofter kind ; her gentle and ingenu- 
us difpofition, together with a conftant fweetnefs 
of temper, makes every body delighted with her : 
her underftanding is infinitely above the age of feven 
years. She has great fenfibility, but is timid and 
. bafhful, always the fame, always ferious, fearful, 
j.-snd fubmiflive ; fo that, in fpite of her beauty, (he, 
Lifeems more formed to be loved than admired. \ 
rj, think her temper and difpofition would fuit you 
'>xa£tly ) and that you wil! find her an artlcfs, fenfl- 
'e, and amiable girl ; which appears to me to be all 
e wifli. May Ibe infure the happinefs of our be- 
'.Joved Theodore, and we {hall then be ftill more 
united than ever, applaud ourfelves, and enjoy to- 
gether their mutual felicity ! Ah, my dear friend ! 
thefe happy days are itill at a diftance ! . . . And, 
* waiting for their arriva!, what facrifices have you 
^^ade 1 1 admire them, but I figh and complainof 
^itiie[n more and more. I have neither your courage, 
•■-Jyour enthufiafei, nor your philofophy, to enable me 
to fupporcmyfelf properly. Adieu! forgive me this 
weaknefs, on account of the tender afFet^ion which 
fKcaGoiis ii. 
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LETTER LII. 

Anfujcr from the Baranefs. '^| 

. Congratulate you, my dear friend, on the 
happincfs you enjoy at this time ; certain of 
poffeffing your daughter's affe£lions, I think wicli 
you, that you ought to bear with and excufe her 
faults ; her loving you will be fufficient ; as Qie 
grows older, her temper will infenfibly improve. 
You tell me (he has made choice of an intimate 
friend. Allow me to give you fome remarks on 
that fubjeiS, which I formerly made, when I had 
opportunities of.obferving what palTed in fociety. 
This part of your letter brings it back to my 
mind, and perhaps it may be of ufe to you. It is 
by laviQiing the facred names of fricnd£bip and 
.confidence, on all thofe tranfient and trifling at- 
tachments we are continually forming, that we 
are come almoft to doubt whether fuch a fentimcnt 
as friendfliip exifls at all. This rapid fucceffion 
of lively and tumultuous emotions exhaufts and 
hardens the heart, without being able to afFeiS it. 
Ficklenefs proceeds from want of fome objeS of 
our afFcftion ; we wilh to attach ourfelves ; we 
change with the hope or profpedt of making a better 
choice, and our lives pafs away, in feeking, what 
at lafl we imagine is no-whcre to be met with, bc- 
^caufe we have not found it. Thefe errors, proceed 
from our own prejudices, and are every day in- 
creafing. One real attachment is fufficient for 
i^^«ur hearts : but people perfuade us we ihould have 

Kcral at the fame time. So, to make happinefs 
more 



364 LETTERS 

more uncommon, they cftablifli differences which 
do not exilt, and give to the iame fentiment an 
infinity of names ; they divide it alfo into many 
branches, and they affure us, that perfedl felicity 
confins In finding objects to iilt this numerous lift. 
I will make you a calculation according to thefe 
received notions., A young woman, taught to 
'think in this manner, knows, if (he does not love 
I her hulband, that fbe oaght to be in love, and 
^Olcrefore flic looks out for a lover 5 Qie alio knows, 
that ftie fhould feel a tender afFeflion for her rela- 
tions, which is a different fentiment from that of 
friendfliip ; (he vifits them, and pays them all pro- 
per attentions, which is the whole of what Is ex- 
■ ted from her. She has brothers and fillers; 
affection flie feels for them is called by a par- 
icular name, but all thefe are not fufficient ; (he 
inu(V, betides, have a. friend Sympathy comes to 
^er affiltance, and, at the end of fix months, ftie 
erhaps meets with this perfon worthy to poJTefs 
:all her confidence. But, not contented with one, 
(he muft have what are called friends, for they 
diftinguifh between youc parilcular friead a.nd ysur 
friends. The latter are only intitled to half your 
l^^tonfidence, or the fecrets of the moment ; if they 
^irc ill, you muft go and (hut yourfelves up with 
'^"liem, to take care of thcnr: there ought to be five 
t fix of them, all equal both in rank and privt- 
neges, and inferior only to your particular friend. 
TSo you fee there are two forts of friend(hip diflindl 
n each other, without reckoning the ties of re- 
jnfiiip, or the palTion of love. Your affeifMo^ 
r your intimate /tkW is to laft for ever; yffu 
mil wear her piflure, and have bracelets with 
I hair ; you are never without throe or four fe- 
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crcts to whifper ia her ear, whenever you meat, 
even if you have not left her a quarter of an 
hour : and you are never invited to a fupper, unlefs 
flic is of the party. But, as to your /Wchi/j, you 
only feel for llieni a kinJ of a tranquil and tender 
regard founded on efteem and convenience, which 
has nothing violent in it. If one fliould chance to 
be poffelTed of a little cunning, there is another 
fentiment, which is called intcreft ; this may fall on 
about a dozen people of our acquaintance, whom 
we felefl: on account of their luperior rank or for- 
tune : and this will require us, during their ab- 
f-'nce, to write a letter to them once a month, or, 
if they are (icI:, one mufl fend to know how they 
do, two or three times a day ; and, in cafe of their 
death, one maii abfenC one's fclf from public pla- 
ces, for at leaft the reniaindcr of the week. All 
theJc ceremonies are marked fo exaftty and fol- 
lowed lb ftriflly, that it is eafy to fee they have 
been learned from infancy, and that education and 
cultom have fixed them in the memory. Is it not 
as ftrange as it is ridiculous, that a young perfon, 
who finds in her own family obje£ls which ought 
fonatmally to engage her aftetSions, fhould go a- 
mong ftrangers, to form ihofe idle and trifling 
connexions, ifthich, whhoui having power to make 
her amends, by degrees infenlibly eftrange her for 
ever from all thole perfons whom flie ought to love 
bcft; — Beiicvc me, it is not a friend, that people 
feek for at eighteen : it is not a guide and advifer 
they wifli for, becaufe they may find thofe in a mo- 
ther or a hiifhand ; but thefe ihey negteft. They 
' only wifli to form a connexion that may be taken 
notice of; and they chufc a nrrfon the moft admif- 
ed and moll in falhion to their aflfc^ion on, 
^^(TOL. I. I'; But, 
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But, above all, they w-ant a kind, coinplying con- 
•Ifidant, and this it is that makes people (brpeft, 
''«hcn theyfeetwo young women fo very intimate, 
'ffiattbcy arcconcerned logciher in iomc imprudent 
afTair. They begin by communicating to each 
other all the little fecrets of their paiTed life, lili by 
degrees their imaginations are heated, and, to (hew 
they have the ftrifleft confidence in each other, 
they betray their inmod thoughts, panicularly on 
the fubjcft of Jove ; and (heir communications are 
generally exaggerated, and give falie ideas of the 
conqucftsrhey have made. In thefc little Hiftories 
their vanity frequentiy ahers ihc fafls, and often 
conceals the truth : they acquire a fade for intrigue 
"and ahabit of telling lyes; and ihey ufe ihemfelves 
.*-to this praflice, in cider to give their friend, whom 
. 'they care for no longer than flie will liften to them, 
\ *W ihcfe proofs of their li\dy and paffionate attach- 
C^mcnt. From what I have obfervcd, I Jhould ihintc 
t*it right to point out to young people, by mild and 
T*gcnllc means, the folly and abfurdity of forming 
-'foch attachments which they arelbfondof. Adieu, 
''Diy dear friend ! A letter from you is juft brought 
fp^nc i 1 Hiall therefore finifh this without regret, as 
% am not going to tjuh you altogether. 
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Frem the Jame to /hejartu. 

W HAT attention ought one pay to chil- 
dren, even in the moft trifling dbings ! . . Jdelaidt 
ajmpft always tells tiuih ; educatioa has confirm cd 
*'' this 
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this virtue in her, (lie oev^r attcmp's the fiwaikrt 
difguife to try to K'lde any of her fjiilts ; and yet, 
notwithdmijjng this, I have found her, for fomc 
days pad, making ftories from the gaiety of her 
heart, and to amufe herrdf. DninuUU lall week 
was rdating to us a verjf comical dream which he 
had, and at which wc laughed very much. Tlie 
next day Adelaide dreamt alfo, and acquainted me 
with her dream, to which I paid liltk attention; 
and, two days after, {he had anodier; and, inlliort, 
thb morning, Jhe has related To pretty a tale, that 
I am convinced fhe comimfed it at her leifure, and 
iht has iince acknowledged, that Ihe invented thetn 
all. I had no great difficulty to make h^r uoder- 
ftand, if it is wicked to cell lyes for the fake of in- 
tercft, it is ftill more inexcufable to do it without 
any motive. J have often told you, faid I, what a 
mean and deteftable vice lying is, and how much it 
is defpifed : I muft teil you yet more, that ihofc 
who are guilty of it can never be eilsemed, nor 
thought ami..!jle. There are numbers of people who 
amufe themielves by compuflng Hifturiis which 
without any fcruple they pafi off for truth, becaufe 
they do no harm to any body. Thefe people have 
no other intention in exaggerating and In telling 
lyes, but to entertain their acquaiiiLaiice, and make 
themfelves agreeable in company ; but they miflakc 
the matter, and dilhonour theiiilelve^ by it in tbe 
mod ridiculous and foolifh manner ; and a man, 
who tells lyes in this way, for his o^vn plea- 
fnre, is never believed in any thing. Whatever he 
fays, let it be ever fo agreeable, can never intereft 
you, becaufe he never can raile your attention or 
gain your confidence J and he is, indeed, fc^rcely 
"flenedto. While perfoni of veracity, fuppoCn^ 
M z even 
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tven they have not much underrtanding, 'ifth*y 
have any thing extraordinary to relare, are always 
liftened to with attention, and heard with pleafure: 
bcfides, the efteem we have for fuch characters, the 
certainty that one may believe all they fay naakcs 
their coiiverfation interefting, and their company 
agreeable; and, were they only pofleiTcd of this 
fingle virtue, they would be efteemed and fonght 
■ after. After thefe obfervations, I requeued Adelaide 
to compofe no more dreams for the future. 
' Ihavejuft received a letter from Madame iTO^ii- 
5s, in which Qie fpeaks of nothing but our charm- 
ing little Oinfiantia; ih^ tells me flue is amazingly 
improved, and that flie is beautiful as an Angel; I 
im almoft forry for it. To be fure extreme ugU- 
ncfs is a real niisfcrtunc, but peifi;ft beauty is a 
£ift of Nature, always dangerous, and frequently 
'pernicious and fatal ! A perfon of perfeft beauty, 
'i»ho draws all eyes upon her, is judged with the 
'greateft feverity, even when jcaioufy is out of the 
queftion. CurioGty, which is natural to us, feeks 
to find out, if this objeQ who charms us fo much 
poflefles other qualities which we would wifhioiind 
in her. Even a good and gentle mind will experi- 
ence ihJsfentinienti the beauty, who charms us fo 
Ciuch at the fight of her, will give us a defirc lo 
tnow more of h' r, this di lint ere (led idea keeps us 
froTi diftruft. We do not confider, that love and 
Haired arc equally blind, that indifference examines 
jiothing, and that benevolf nee alone isjuft and 
[iflear-Jighied ; and this is the genera! opinion ; 
tliorefore it is, than an advantage, fo valuable in 
appearance, is in faft very dangerous. It is much 
itte fame thing, in another line, with a man of mo- 
Merate abilities raifcd to fuperior rank. Every eye 
^ fixed upon him with the intention of difcovcring 
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hi& moft triJling faults ; and, while flattery is pay- 
ing homage to him, hatred and calumny endea- 
vour to blat^ken and dishonour him, and Truth it- 
felf unveils and accufes him i all his f.mlls are ob- 
(erved, repealed, and exaggerated : take from him 
this Hiining title which has decorated and expofed 
him, and half of his fauitj will be unknown ; no- 
body will give themfelves the trouble of difcover- 
ing his vices 1 they will leoiain fecret in his heart, 
and [he actions he tvi/Zjii to conceal will never be 
brought into day-lighi. 

It is very feldom that a woman pcrfeflly bcauli- 
fuE is in other refpefts amiable. She thinks Na- 
ture has done every thing for her ; that it is fuffi- 
cicntfor her to be feen, in order to inchant and. 
reduce i and that no other qualities are half fo efti- 
mable- Wilh ihefefentiments ihegoes into com- 
pany, and all her fuccefs depends on the imprefli- 
on (he makes at firll 'fight; thefe uncertain cf--, 
fe£ls, which cannot be lafting, only leave behlcil 
them indilTerence, inCpidity, and, often difgufl. 
Wilh her the mind has no employment, the heart 
is cold, and it is a very true oblervation, " that 
•' the moft tender attachments arc feldom infpircd 
*■ by the moii heautiful perfons." 

A figure which has nothing dlfguftiog In if, a 
countenance which marks the charafter, and points 
out fenfe or good humour, thefe are the moft de- 
tirable qualities'; and add to thefe fimple and mo- 
deft graces, gentlenefs of manners and fenfe with- 
out affeftation, and you wilt fee whether beauty 
alone will ever be able to iflfputc the prize with it. 
Therefore, my dear friend, redouble your attenti- 
ons to Csn^arrliaihci'mt toconvince her, that beau- 
ly can never fupply the place of other amiable qua- 
^■' , when fhe comes ioio the world 1 that it will 
M 3 only 
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only expofe her lo the cniel envy of the women, 
and (he impertinence of the men j and ihjt, in at- 
tra<£)ing ihe gentral notice, it will only be the means 
of expofing errors and foibles which would not 
oiherwiie have been fcen: but at the fame time it 
will make moiiefty fill! more intcrefting, and give to 
virtue a Hill more brJlli^nl appearance. Bo not 
endeavour to conceal from her that fhe is beauii- 
•i{u\; it is a thing impofTible to hide; talk lo her of 
'it vith cc'tdnefsand indifference, without appearing 
to fet any kind of value on it ; at rhe fame tinte 
tell her, if Ihc fliould prefervc it, which is very un- 
certain, till (he is five-and- twenty, that (he will fee 
a hundred, in that Ipaceof time, who may not have 
fuch regular beauty as fiie, but who will be greatly 
preferred by being more in the falliion and taAe 
of the world. Have wc not feen that Madame (/^Gw- 
w//' pafTtd at one time for the prettieft creature in 
?lhe world, in fpight of the fong which rriticizcd 
fjfo dreadfully, but, at ibe fame time to jiiiHy, her 
Aiape, her teeth, her complexion, her mouth, and 
her nole i— As nobody is abJolutely [.ttrfeft, when 
you do not conceal &om her that Ihe is haniifome, 
tellheralfoas freely, the faults which may be found 
with her, that (lie may not look upon herfelf asa 
miracle of beauty : aud let her be ufed to hear her- 
felf criticised, without (hewing I'piie or vexation : 
tad to elfeit this, make your remarks on her little 
mperfed^tions, not with an air of concern, but as 
if it was a matter of indifTerence. Adelaide is really 
y pretty, and (he knows it, but never fcems to 
Ink about it. Some tiays ago, I gave a dinner to 
Jmofi all my neighbours. The company was very 
irilliant, Aitlaidt warweil drefied, and looked re- 
jnarkably haniifome j all the gucfts cried out, how^ 
bedu - 
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beautiful Qie is ! aod faitl that they had never feen 
any thing fo lovely or Co agreeable. In tlie even- 
ing, when we were alone. Milk SnV/^rf aflted me 
the name of the Nobleman who fat on my right 
hand, and whofeconverfaiion appeared to intereft 
me very much ; I anfwered, he was called M. 
dt L'Ornie \ that he had travelled a great tleal, and. 
was very (enilWe and agreeable ; but a little fcvcre, 
faid Mifs Bridget ; and there happened to me 2, 
droll ailventure, which I fliall tell you of without 
befitation, before MjJemoifelle jidelnide, who I 
am fare will be the firft to laugh at it. I lay a wa- 
:r, added Moiif SAImane, yon heard him Hiy he 
Id not think Mtlalde pretty. Oh ! th;w, liiid M"(ls 
'rid^et, would not be worth relating, for every 
ae to their lafte; and if Mademoifelle were as 
beautiful as an Angel, flie would not pleaTe every 
bodyi hut that Monf. de L'Orme fhould have fe- 
lefted me for hi? confidant on this fuhjeft is very 
rcmarfcable. He took me for one of the neigh- 
bouring Ladies, and half an hour before dinner, 
whil& the company were all in the faloon, 1 was 
walking on the tcrrafs, where he joined me, and 
entered into converfation. I afked him what he 
thought of Mademoifelle Adelaide's explanation of 
the Hiftoricat Piflures in the Saloon, and other 
rooms r I think it wonderful, faid he, and what I 
have admired above all is, that Ihe exp^ins them 
without any afFeftation of learning, and only fpeaks 
when ihc is queiiioned; fhe will do well to prcferve 
this modeft iimplicity i for, without thefc qualities, 
let her have ever fo much knowledge, ftie will only 
appear troublefome and tirelbnie, and at the fame 
time ridiculous. This, continued he, is what I, 
would hive wifhed they had found in this young 
M 4 perfon 
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L perfoD to applaud, inftead of admiring her perfbn, 

f-lOi they did; which in my opinion, is nothing ex.- 

L fiiordinary. Indeed, faid I, in this they give her 

y trifling praife : it is *ue, that flic is very 

IJrctty i but .... Pretty,— interrupted he, I do 

lot think fo at all. Her little figure is, nithouL 

my regularity, with a pjeafing look, which is, 

Lhowever, very common i and ] do afilire you, the 

£eateft part of iKe company, who have declared 
rfolovely, do not think fo in reality. 1 am above 
Ztts ridiculous Hattei'y, I aJTure you ; and I much 
nfli this child, whom I really admire, on account 
P#if her educaiion, fliouM know how little truth 
I -were is in fuch compliments as they have paid her, 
L ind how injurious they are to the perfon to whom 
t Aey are addrefled ; for i hey mull lijppofe her very 
K'^iiin, and very filly to believe it, and be delighted 
Fwith it. Thisdifcourfe appeared to me to be very 
^(cnHble. and I Hiuuld have liked to have prolonged 
but Madcmoifelle Melaids came to tell me 
f'dinner was on the table. By the manner iu which 
rpoke, Monf. de L'Ornie found I belonged to 
Lriie family, and Madeuioifelle ..yt/K/a/A might per- 
A^eive that he appeared much coufuftd, and thai I 

toke foflly to him, becaufehe begged mc not to 
tray him, which I promifiid I would not. So 
^iKen he thought, faid .ff^f/aii/f.blulhing a little, if 
I knew he did not think me haiidfome, I (houid be 
grieved. *4 wifh he was to know tlie iruih of this 
matter ! , , . Adehiile is much in the right, faid I. 
But how can it be done ? He will not come here 
again, and he leaves the country in two days , . . 
Mifs Bridget, faid Monf. d'Almant, muft write him 
a letter, and, as he is a man of great merit, and is 
betides fifty years old] Adelaide may, if her mother 
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Sfffl permit her, add a few lines from lierfdf in tlic 
letter. I approved of this fchemc, but Jtdelaide 
Had fomc difficulty to confcnt to it, as flic was 
afraid of not fpelling quite properly : however, at 
laft, Mifs Bridget prevailed on her, and when flic 
Tiad wrote her own letter, in which (he acquainted 
Monf. de L'Onne that (he had found his reaiarks 
fb very juft, that ftic could not help telling them 
to her young friend. Milaidt (Tiut hcrfelf up in her 
dofet to add her few lines : (he (Vaid there a long 
time, and, when (he came out, the bluthed ex- 
ceedingly, and btought us the letter in her haodj 
which was extremely well written, and was as 
follows : 

" It is very true. Sir, I am neither furprifed, nor 
" angry, that you thought tnc plain j this might 
" very well happen ; and when I am flattered, and 
" told I am pretty, I often think it is done to niafce 
" a joke of mc .1 had much rather be pnaifcd for 
" the little knowledge I have gained, and for the 
*' qualities of my mind, bccanfe, that is praiting 
" my mamma, as well as me. 1 entreat you. Sir, 
" not to ihinfc me a young girl of an abfurtl alid 
" frivolous turn ; with fuch a mother as 1 have, I 
" can never be either one or the oilier." 

I approved this billet very much, and we fcflt 
it immediately by a poftilion, with orders to carnf 
it 10 Monf, dt L'Orme, who was to fpend a day or 
two at a friend's houfe about two le.igues from 
hence. Adelaide was 'impatient for his rcturB, 
which was .iboui nine o'clock with Monf. it 
L'Onv.i's acf«-er, vhich I lend yon j" ' ' 

" Madame, I cannot believe that Mifs lind^a 
"h as (eld jou I thought yoU plr.inj'l thinfe 1 
^^ juld never have made ufe of fuch an cxprelliofi. 
M 5 Mdo 
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[ J** I do not lifee lo exaggerate, and ef|«cially vKeo 

L^ it would be unpoliic and difobliging, 1 even 

I'l** tfiink your perfon miy be called very pleaCng ; 

V » for tafte and opinions have not fettled ideas rela- 

? V live to beauty or uglsnefs ; pcrTons judge vari- 

I « eufly, and frequently the nicft indifferent face is 

f >* preferred to ihc moft beautiful ; and this proves, 

r jj* that thofe who wiflj for general admiration, 

' .^ merely on account of their beauty, are equally 

^ ^ abfurd and ridiculous. But ycu. Madam, will 

ty; never be one of ihefe : it is by the fweetucfsof 

• your temper, by your mildnels, yourficadinefs, 

[ \V your fenfe, and your talenis, that you wifti to 

! ** pleafe ; and if you go on improving with the 

[ ^" education you will have, you will make one of 

' i" the mod diftinguiflied, as well as one of the moft 

'^ pleafiDg perfons in foeiety : and perhaps, in eight 

'* or ten years, ihance may procure nie the hap- 

" pincfs of meeting yen, when I fhall with great 

" pleafurc fee my piediSions verified." 

. , jidiiaide was pretty w«ll fatisfied with this letter, 

Kflthich fbe faid {he Qioutd ktep and read over from 

KJlifne to time. She added, " Monf. ile L'Orme is 

^ not the polittft of men, but he has a great deal 

'* of prudcrcc and good fenfe." You cannot think, 

y dear friend, how very amuiirg thefe kird of 

Sons are. Inftead of preaching long feimons, 

Which tire both the fpcaker and the hearer, we 

•*^Bvcnt thefe pretty plans, which we bring into ac- 

, and make the principal adiors perform »heir 

.'parts without the trouble of geltirg them by heart ; 

and, I aflure jou, thefe little Ccmedies, which 

Jonietimes engage us for ten or twelve days, both 

inlercft and entertain us wore than you hare 
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LETTER LIV. 

Thi Count it Rofmiillf to tht Baron. 

l'A M going to inform you of fuch an 
ordinary event, my dear Baron, ihal I would not 
delay a moment writing to you, particulaily as 
fAonf. d" Aimtri is the principal perfon concerned 
in tliis fiDgular Hiftor)\ The friendiliip you have 
for him would have been fufflcient to have made 
me regard him; but hisgreat merit, and the dread- 
ful misfortunes he has met with, have given him a 
right to my moft tender friendfliip, which he will 
ever poflefs. I guefs what your curiofity muft be, 
and I will fdtisfy [!. Monf. iTJimsri arrived here 
about ten- days ago ; after what you wrote to me 
about him, I took a lodging for him at a frierd'a 
houfe, and, the ccn'mg he came here, I went to 
make him a vifit. A flight indifpofition obliged 
him to keep his chamber a few days, at the end 
of which he went over the city, and faw every thing 
ihat was curious in if, and people mentioned to 
him the houfe of Monf. d'Anglures, as being well 
wprrh his feeing. He wilTied much to go'lherc to 
vifit tbis ex-traordinary and benevolent man, whom 
i- have already mentioned to you ; as I aip very 
iniimate with him, I promifed Monf. d'Ainitri to 
earrry him thilher. We went the next day, as fooa 
as we had dined, Monf. iTAimeri, Charles, and my- 
fclf, in tht; fame carriage. When we had got 
there, we were lold Moni'. d' AngluretwAi gone to 
take a walk in the fields, but that he would ccr- 
tainly be at home prclcntly, and we- were defired 
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to walk into his apartments. About half an boar 
after, finding Monf ttjiitneri was much engaged by 
a Cabinet of Natural Hiftory, I offered to conduft 
liis grandfon into the gardens, which were well 
worth viewing, and of which I will give you an 
account in my next letter. We had fcarce left the 
boufe, when a fcrvant came to tell us that Monf. 
d'Jtnghru was returned from his walk, and was 
looking far us \ and at thnt iiillani we f^w him 
coining to join us. He had no foonercal^ bis eyes 
^ Charlii, than I perceived a great alteration in 
AJs countenance -, he looked at him with an air of 
A^niOimcnt and tendernefs, and after a moment's 
V^ence, he cried out. My God, what a likencfs 1 . . . 
■And turning his head, he wiped his eyes, which 
Ewere filled with tears. He then cameupiotiar/e/, 
p^ud, taking him by the band. Pardon, laid he, my 
curioiity, but . . . How old are you ? — Fifteen 
jears and a half, replied Charlei — Oh, Heaven, 
faid MoDCtTAnglurrs, the very found of her voice ! 
. . . Ah, Sir, faid he, addreffing himfelf to me, 
who is this young man ^ what is his name ! — The 
ChevaUer tit Valmcni. — I had no fooner meniione^l 
luB name, than Monf. djinglui-a took Charles io 
k Jiis arms, and prelTed him to his bofom with foeh 
KUanfport as would have made me ealily gucfs the 
l^vaufe, had 1 known more of Monf. tPAimeri ftory i 
but, not being acquainted with any of the particu- 
lars of it, I regarded this fcene wiih inexpreffible 
furprife ; when Monf d'jinghres turned to me, and 
faid, you fliali know this very day, the caufe of the 
£tuation in which you fee nie : you fhall leain it, 
and you will pity me : 1 am fure you will t . . . But 
who does this dear child travel with ! Is it with a 
Covenior i No, faid 1, with his grandfather. — 
His 
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His grandfather ! faid Monf. i'AnglurtSi with a 
frantic air. — Yes, Monf. d'Ahniri . . . What do 
you fay, ioterrupled he, is Monf. d'jfimtri here ? 
Is he now in my houfe ! ... He pronounced tliefe 
wordj in fo loud a voice, and at the fame time lb 
faulieriog, and with anger fo Arongly pointed in 
his eyes, which were ftill filled with tears, that 1 
plainly faw, if he had met with an intereiling and 
beloved objefl in Charles^ he had alfo found a de- 
tefted enemy in Monf. d'jfimeh. I hope, faid 1 to 
him, you will remember the rights of hofpitality, 
and that you will do nothing contrary to the high 
opinion 1 have of your fenfe and virtue. Ah ! if you 
knew, cried he ... He (topped, appeared to reflcfl 
a momenr, and turning his eyes on Qiarlis^ his rage, 
inltead of ieflcning, feemcdtocoHedlnew ftrengthi 
and Charles, who till then had remained motion- 
lefs at laft broke filence : Sir, faid he, do you know 
roy grandfather, and have you any complaint 
againit him ? If fo, I am ready to offer yon any 
fatisfaftion for him, which you can defire,— Ge- 
nerous boy, interrupted Monl". d'Angluns, embrac- 
ing him ! . . . But let me aflc you once more, faid 
Charles, do you know my grandfather ? — Monf, tf 
Anglures took a moment to reply -, then, affbming 
a milder air, he does not know nie, faid he, but 
you muft know that, by a flrange fatafky, his usXist 
brings to my mind the moft dreadful events ; and 
I wiJh to fee him for a moment : wait for us iu the 
gar*;n. No, no, interrupted Charles, with great 
quicknefs, you (hall not fee him hue in my com- 
pany.— Young man, replied MonC.d'jIagiures, witj; 
a little feveriiy, I forgive the unkind fears you en- 
tertain of me, on account of the refpedtable caofe 
which ioipircs it : but remember, 1 confeut fhai 
— the 
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the Count de RoftvilU Hiall be witncfs to this inters- 
vicwj remember, that I am in my own houfe, and 
fuppofing it to be true that Monf. ifAlnieri is my 
enemy, he would always find here a facred afytum. 
Monf. d'Angturet is right, faid I, and I think JVIonf. 
ttAitntri himfelf would blame you for the words 
you have juft made ufe of: flay here, therefore, 
and in a quarter of an hour we will return lo you 
again. At thcfe words we quitted Charles, who 
was not yet entirely freed from his fears. For my 
part, I was furprifed and confufed at every thing 
I bad Teen and henrd, and waited with fome con- 
cern, and extreme curiofiiy, lo fee how this af- 
fair would end. I did not venture to afk Monf. 
iAnglurii any queflions i but, an entering ths 
houie, he faid, go, my dear Count, and fee for 
Monf, (TAimeri ; I only requeft you will not fay a 
word to him of what has palTed ; I will not, fiiid I. 
Then, faid he, wait till i fend for you. He then 
left me without giving me time to anfwer him. I 
found Monf. if Aimtri where I had left him in the 
room, and he was fo bufily employed with the ftu- 
dyof Natural Hiftory, that he did not even per- 
ceive that I was returned without his grandfon. In 
about ten miuies a fervant came to inform us thaf 
Monf. d'Angluns waited for us in another room. 
This invitation gave me fome pain j but MonC 
d'Aimeiru fti" abfent, did not take notice of it, I 
took him by the arm, and we followed the fervant, 
who led us through feveral apartments, and came 
at laft to the door of anothery where he ftopped, 
javeus the key, and then left us. I immediately 
mlocked this mylierious door, and went in firft. 
I ihought I had been acquainted with all the hnufe, 
I ■ KliJch I had been over fifty times ; but 1 faw with v gg 
1^ aQonilb-2«Mll 
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inifhmcnt, that this apartment, as remarkable 
t was magnificent, was intireiy unknown to mc ; 
the waits and the floor were marble of the moft 
dazzling whitenefs, and at the end oppofite the 
door, were four grand pillars of porphyry, fup- 
porting A canopy of fdver ftufF, ornamented with 
filvcr fringe, before which were faftened curtains 
of gauze, which, being then drawn clofe, concealed 
thewholeof thepavitlionj but the moment Monf. 
d'jfin'eri appeared in ihe room, the curtains were 
drawn up, and we difcovered Morf. d'jfnglures, 
who, addreffing himfetf to Monf. iTAnn^i, faid to 
him in a dreadful voice, Lift up your eyes, barba- 
rian, and contemplate the work of your hands ! — 
Monf. d'A'imtTt trembled, and caft hiseyes on the 
affefling objeft which was to tear open all the 
wounds of his heart . . . He faw, Handing on a pe- 
dedalof white marblC) a llatue reprefcnting Fidt' 
lily \ bathed in tears. She held in one hand fomc 
long and beautiful ringlets offiaxen hair, and in the 
other a letter half folded, of which no words could 
bcfecn but the name, written in targe letters of 
gold, of Cecilia. At the fight of this, your unhap- 
py friend, petrified with aftonifhmcnt, and over- 
whelmed with grief, remained a moment quite 
motionlefs; then caliing his eyes towards Monf. 
iTAnglurifs, he trembled, be iliook, and fupporting 
himfelfagainft oncof the pillars: What, laid he, 
Ihe Ctievalier de Murvilfe /—Yes ! he himfdf, in- 
terrupted the Chevalier ; I am that unfortunate 
man, thy moft implacable enemy . . . OIj, my 
daughter I cried MonfiTy/iWrj ! He could not fay 
■ ire, his fobs deprived him of fpecch. Inhuman! 
ilicd Monf. ^AnglurtT, ef luhul happinefs has thy 
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cxrcrabte amhition deprived mi ! It is juft, tliat tbis 
ambition fliould at length fcrve to double thy con- 
fu6on and rcmorfc. Thinlc of the fortane I pof- 
fefs, of thcfc riches which I dcfpife, and which 
I con Id never know the value of, but in 
fbaring them with the objefl I adored ; that in- 
ocent viftim of thy cruelty had an heart, alas \ 
as lender as it is unhappy ; for if thou art ftill igno- 
rant, learn now, that fhc loved mc!— Yes, barba- 
rian, Cecilia loved me, and in fpite of thy tjnheard 
of cruelty, is is Jhe who ordered me to rc^tS! ihy 
hf'l It is flie alone who could have kept back this 
dfcfperate arm. I abandoned my country -, I ^ame 
to the farther moft part of the North, tofeekin 
vain the repofe which thou haft taken from me for 
ever ! — One only friend, ihat 1 have left at Paris, 
every year gives me an account of Cecilia ; I know 
that flie ftill lives; return thanks to Heaven j for, 
as long as fhe exifts, thou haft nothing to fi;ar from 
my refentmeni j but ... Ah ! then, interrupted 
Monf. ^Aimeri, fatisfy your revenge. Your friend 
deceivesyou— &ij/(aisn0fnore!-^lieisno more! 
cried the Chevalier de Murville : Cecilia dead ; and 
doft thou (H!l breathe ! — At thefe words, aftonifh- 
ed, and almoft frantic, he advanced fiercely cowards 
M. d'Aifneri. I threw niyfelf between them; at 
this moment, Charles, led by his anxiely, entered 
(uddenly, and feeing mc holding the Chevalier's 
arm, cried, why have you deceived me? What is 
the meaning of this furioos paHlon ! If my graod- 
firther be the ohjefl of it, it is I that demand filis- 
fafllou. — Thefe words brought' the Chevjlier de 
Murvilk again to himfclfi the countenance of 
Charles, and the found of his voice, was to him aa 
Jrre/Iilible charm: tendcrnefs took place of hii 
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F rage ; his eyes were filled with tears, and turning 
towards Monf. tPAimeri \ ah ! cried he, give me this 
child, and I will forgive you the evils with which 
you have imbittered my life ! — Moof. £Aimeri, far 
from being able to anfwer, did not even hear him : 
plunged inio the deepeA reverie, his eyes dxed OB 
ih^ hair of his unhappy daughter, he was wholly 
taken up with that incla.nchoIy objefl. I approach 
ed him, and feizing hold of his arm : Come faid I> 
let us leave Monf. de MurvitU to his own reEe£ti- 
ons i doubtlefs he will foon reproach himfelFwith 
having aggravated a grief, a thoufand times more 
painfiil than his own. Yes, Sir, continued I, go- 
ing up to the Chevalier, I was ignorant both of 
your name, and your palfion for the unfortunate 
Cicilia; but I know, that it was in the arms of her 
father that flie gave her lift figh ; and that this 
unhappy father, inconfoUble for her iofs, weighed 
down with forrow and regret, cnuld not have lup- 
poned life, but for the lake of this young man . . . 
The nephew of Cecilia^ and the only Ton which 

Heaven has left him What then, replied the 

Chevalier, his fon is dead ! and he laments Cecilia I 
Ah ! if he is unhappy, I am now (he only perfon 
guilty! .... Ceafe to reproach yourfelf, cried 
Monf, Aimeri, for an anger which appears to me to 
be the effeiS of tlie wrath of Heaven which purfues 
me. If it be true, that ftrong refentmenis Lift for 
ever in generous fouis ; you ought never to pardon 
me, and I Ihall excufc every thing you have done. 
At thefc words Monf. ifjiimeri, leaning on Cbarlt/s 
arm, and fupported by me on the other fide, left 
the houfe. Tou will eafily conceive the deep and 
melancholy impreflions this fcene produced on 
Monf. iTAimeri \ I brought him back to " • * • • in 
ft £tuation 
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ft ficuation truly worthy of pity ; I Tpent the even- 
irlngwith him, and he rcljted to mc, before the 
"Chevalier (/f Falmonl, all his Hiftory ; atia^endecl 
7 t>y this advice, which he addreffed to his graniMon : 
* You may one day be a father, foid he ; take care 
J* never to prefer one child to another, as an ob- 
U** jeft of greater tendernefs ; reftrain yourfelf from 
»*• afentimentof preference, which foot! will plunge 
■» you into a fatal blindnel^, for the errors and 
* vices of this favourite child', and will make yoa 
" cruel and uiijuft to all the others." 
|l The next day, I returned alone to the Chevalier 
Flft Murville, whom I fbtind in the greateft grief^ 
\ ind reproaching himFelfwiih hid behaviour the 
I Bight before, I made liim ftlll more wretched by 
]f relating to bini the account Monf, ifj^imcri had 
given me of all that had happened : he was drown- 
ed in tears at the rceilal of what pafled at the cot- 
tage where Cecilia received the fatal impreffion 
which coft her her life j and you may cafily fop- 
pofcwhat he muft fee!, on hearing the account of 
bcr ficknels and death. Afier anfwering all his 
queftions, I afted him fome in my turn : he told 
me he had changed his name, and quitted his 
country, in order that Cecilia Ihould never hear of 
Him; and alfoihathe might never meet with Monf. 
^Aimtri : that he kept up a correfpondence in- 
France with only one perfon; but that he had in- 
treated him never to mention the name of Monf. 
d'Aimeri; that time and refieftion, though they 
had calmed the tumults of his defpair, had not 
abated his paffion ; and that Cecilia would live for 
* tver in his heart. That, in (liort, the dtfire he had 
\ to appear worthy the goodnefs and confidence of a 
t great Prince, had givtD bJrth to fome feeds of airp- 
biiion. 
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IJbiiion in his heart ; but that he had only received 
true confoiation in folitude, ftudy, and in the plea- 
fures of benevolence. Before we pjrced, he wrote 
a Imer t<J Monf. d'Aimeri, filled with the moft af- 
fcdting exeufes for his con Juft, and defired me to 
deliver it; and Monf. d'Aimiri received it with 
feindnefs. That very evening, we heard Monf. 
deMur^illf was very ill, and had fent for a Phy& 

»«ian. He is much belter to-day ; and when he is 
quite recovered, and in a fituation to receive us, I 
Intend to carry my young Prince thither, to fee bis 
houh and gardens ; and JVIonf. d'Aimi:ri has defired 
I wiil at the fame time take the Chevalier dt Val- 
mani; fo that {flatter myfeif there will be no longer 
anyanimolity between them either on one fide or 
the other. Monf. d'Aimeri, knowing I have been 
fending you the particulars of this afftir, bids me 
lell you he will write next poft, and will fend you 
his journal, as he promifed you, once a month. I 
cannot conclude this letter without mentioning the 
Chevalier de Valmont .- 1 never faw a young man of 
Ills age fo polite, fo w«ll improved, and, at ifce 
fame time, fo artlefs and fo amiable \ he is conti- 
nually talking to me of you and your agreeable fa- 
mily i and he affures me there is not a girl in the 
world equal lo the lovely little Adelaide. The 
young Prince has conceived a great friendfliip foe 
bimi and I ftiall take advantage of this attachment, 
which I greatly approve, in order to eftabliih acor- 
refpondence between them, which will more affu- 
rcdly contribute to the ioiprovcment of my pupil. 
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LETTER LV. 
Tilt Vifcoutnefi to the Barnntfs' 



AM vexed andoutof hnmour, mydear W« 
For fome days paft, litdc quarrels and donieflic 
concerns have fcrioufly troubled me, and I am go- 
ing to cafe my mind by telling you of tjiem. Monf. 
de Faky had hitherto conduiSed himfclf intircly to 
my fatisfaffion ; he appeared very fond of his wifc» 
but, at the fame time, left her quite at liberty, and 
nobody ever appeared to be more free from jealou- 
fy, or a greater enemy to reftraint, than he was. 
Lafl Monday my daughter was engaged to a drefTed 
ball i her mother-in-law came to call for her \ Flera 
Was in her bed \ pretended to have the head-ach } 
and 'the party to the ball was put off". As foon as 
I beard of this fudden refolution, I went into her 
apartment, but, before 1 had entered it, I heard 
liich loud and repealed burfts of laughter as fully 
fatisfied me that I had nothing to fear on account 
of her illnefs. I found her alone, with the friend 
I mentioned to you, Madame f/^GerjMm'j/. As fooa 
as they faw me, they both afliimed an air of gra- 
vity, and there was a profound filencc, for a mi- 
nute or tvfo, occafioneci by their confufioni I be- 
gan to inqnire after her health, and my daughter 
told me flie was perfectly well, but very much di(^ 
appointed at not going to the ball ; that it was a 
whim of Monf. de Valcyi, who had obliged her to 
put off her engagement. I alked her whaC was his 
reafon? Ah, my God! faid (he fmiling, do not 
you know his ftrange humour and his violent J4 
loufy ? 4 
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lotifj ?....] have tried to conceal it, faid (he, as 
long as I am able, afTuming a more ferious coun- 
tenance ; but (he proofs he gives of it are now Co 
ridiculous and fo frequent, that it is impoflible to 
hide it any longer. During this difcourfc I flood 
motionkls with furprifc 1 What, faid I, is Monf. 
de ffl/i^ jealous, and you make fo light of it ! Is it 
in this manner you fpealc of the greateft misfortune 
which can happen to a virtuous and affeflionate 
woman ? Why ihould I vex myfelf, faid Flora, £ot 
his madnefs ? I forgive him, I pity him, I fubmit 
to his humour ; but I do not fee that I am to make 
myfcIf miferable about ic. This anfwer, which ap- 
peared to put an air of ridicule upon what 1 faid, 
quite confounded me ; I then talked to her more- 
fcrioufly : but fhe made ufe of fo much fwcctneft 
and fo many graces, in order to fofien my anger, 
that I could not refift her. She told me her huf- 
band was engaged to the ball before fhe was invit- 
ed, and that afterwards he was much out of hu- 
mour, and faid he would not go ; and that all this 
day, he had treated her in a very cruel manner; 
^Vhich Madame (feG^rnfartV confirmed, and Ihebad 
len witncfs to it ; and added many circumftances 
o tedious to mention. I made my remarks, and 
gave the advice I thooglit neceflary, and then went 
to bed. The next morning I fent for Monf. ^if 
Faky, and talked to him of his jealoufy, he fella 
laughing. It is Madame (/( f^o/r/s folly, faid he j 
flic will infift on it that I am jealous, and everyday' 
reproaches me with it j fhe not only makes her 
friends believe fo, but flie appears convinced of it 
berfelf: however, I proteft to you there is not a 
word of truth in it : I do every thing i[i my power 
to remove this notion ; die is entirely at liberty to 
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^^W«eivc whatever company fliepleafesi I never walch- 
^^■Jier lieps, nor ToUow her, and [ am never out of 
p^^ temper, but when (lie accufes me of an error I 
never was guilty of in my life. Yet, faid I, fiie did 
not go to the ball lad night, becaufe ftie would not 
difpleafe you ; and this was a great TacriGce for her 
to make. Yes, anfwercd he, and if I was jealous, 
as fhe pretends, I Oiould not have been the le(s To 
on ihat account, as ihe fpent the night at the Maf- 
querade, where I alfo was, and where by chance I 
faw and knew her. But, added Monl. de Vaky, 
feeing aftonifhment painted on my face, I did not 
at all diliipprove of thefe things : (he is very young, 
and Qie thought it more agreeable to go to a maf- 
qucd ball with her friend, than to a dreffed ball 
with her mother-in-law; ibis appears to me the 
plain cafe, and you IhouM not be more fevere than 
1 am. Put yourfclf, my dear friend, one moment 
in my fituation; and imagine, if poflible, the grief 
this explanation gave me, which proved the llnce- 
rity and indulgence of Monf. dn Vaky, and dlfco- 
vered in his wife a feries of falfchood, ariiJlce, and 
intrigue. Grieved to the heart, and in a violent 
pallion, I went to her, and wc came to very high 
words i Ihe wept very much, and proiefted to me, 
that when fhe law me over night, flie had no 
thoughts ofgoing to them iifqued ball ; that it came 
from Madame deGermutif, who had prefled her )b 
much, that at length ihe yielded in her iniredties. 
She ftill infillson it, that her huiband is jealous, 
but tliat his pride will not fufl^er him to own it, for 
fear he fliould appear ridiculous. 

I have laid down a plan for her conduift, which 
ihc has promifed mc Ihc will follow exa»ftly. She 
weme fuch aflurjnces of her affedtion and conii-_^^^ 
dencB^^— ^ 
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ice, and confeflecl her faults with fo much can- 
doarand concorn, that, whether from being con- 
■vinccd of the truth of it, or whether from my own 
weaknef^, fbe has quite fatistJed me ; but 1 could 
not help obfcrving with Tome concern, that (he was 
fcarce able to conceal her ill humour towards her 
hufband: however, for ihcfe two days pa ft, fhe 
feems in perfefl good temper, and they are to all 
appearance very good friends. What vexes me is, 
that this (lory is got abroad, and is told much to 
the dlfadvantage of Monf. di Valcy, who they pre- 
tend isvery unjuftandiyrannica!. They think my 
daughter is very unhappy ; they pity and lament 
her fate; and 1 cannot help thinking ihefe falfc 
notions are circulated about by herfelf and her 
friends. This, my dear -friend, gives me the great- 
eft concern ; and 1 itUl hope my daughter deceives 
iicffelf, and that fhe has not yet learned her huf- 
band's Jifpodtion; but this appears incredible with 
the fcnfc of which fhe is pofleffed ,- and yet it feems 
as if the was not Sincere, as if (he was acting a part 
to make herfelf intereding, and as if Ihc wanted 
to find a lawful pretence for oo longer loving the 
bufband flic preferred to every oiher man . . . This 
thought aflliils me ,- it is dreadful, and fills my 
heart with grief: it is luppoflng her capable of 
more art and cunning than one could imagine pof- 
fible in a young woman of nineteen. Adieu! my 
dear friend. I ftand much in want of your re- 
marks, of your advice, and yonr fricnd(hip. Ad- 
vife me, leach me how to »ii ^ on your counfel [ 
depend. Adieu J Let tne have an aufwer as fooa 
as ^iSble. 
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LETTER LVI. 
The Bannifi to Madame iOJIalis. 
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r 

^Vs* Flatter myfclf, my dear child, you will re- 
ceive this Icticr with pleafure, fince it is writren f o 
acquaint you, that your mother viil have the ha p- 
pincfi to embrace you in a few days. 1 Ihall fet 
out next Friday, and, though I know all your ten- 
dcrnefs for mc, yet I muft tell you it is impoffible 
for you to form a juft idea of the pleafure I fliall 
have in feeing you again. No, my dear child, there 

■ is no fentiment to be held in compethion with the 
aSe^ion of a tender mother ! !f Nature has not 
made you my daughter, are you not the child of 
my adoption ? And do you ihinic I can ever love 
thofe more whom chance has given me ^ In Ihort, 
I am going lo receive the reward due to my forti- 
tude and refolution, which h^ive fo long refilled 
your prcffing intreaties, fo often repcjted, to let 
you come to Langueduc. It was of too much con- 
fatjuence to your hufband's affairs, and the happi- 
wii of your own life, that you fliould remain atPa- 
is, and that I fliould give up the ardent delire 1 
' to fee you to fuch prudential reafom. It is thus, 
dear child, we ought tofliewour aHedlion. Antl 
now I may tell you, thai for this twelvemonth pad 
I have earneftly wiQied to return to Paris ; and that 
it has coll me morejmln to confent with a good 
grace to ftay here Cx months longer, than the four 
years we agreed upon ,■ but M. d'Almnne thought, 
with great real'on, that we ihoutd not leave the 
country till the month of Auguft, for the feafi 
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the vintage being a great amufcment to the chiUrea, 
would give thenv more caufe to regret the pleafant 
country life they had led, and the fituation where 
they had received their improvements. Adieu ! 
my dear child. This is the firft adieu that I have 
bid you without pain, fince our reparation. You 
will find me no doubt, as the Vifcountefs fays, verj 
old, and very much tanned, with our fine Sun of 
Languedoc, for which flic has taken fuch an aver- 
fion. As for you, my dear, I am fure that four 
years and anhalf will have only improved the charms 
of your elegant and agreeable perfon, which I fo 
much admire. Adieu ! once more. My heart 
palpitates, when I think that another fjrtnight will 
bring me to you. 



I 
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The Barenefs ta Madame de Valnant. 
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^ Arrived here, Madam, yellerday noon, and, 
about twenty-five leagues from Paris, I met Ma- 
dame d'Oflalu and Madame de Limaurs \ fo that 
j-ou will cafily guefs, notwithftanding my averfion 
to travelling, that the hft part of my journey ap- 
peared very fliort. When I arrived at my own 
houfe, Madame d'OJlalis conducted me to a little 
room Hie knew I was very fond of; i faw with 
aftonifhment (he had new furnifhed it in a very- 
different manner from its former ftate. I wifli to 
convince you, faid (he, that I have not been idle in 
your abfence ; all this is my work ; I have embroi- 
Vol. I. N dercd 




290 LETTERS 

derei this furriture, have drawn thefe landfcapes, 
and painted thcfe flowers, fruits, birds, and minia- 
lures'. This plealing attention in Madame d'OftoUs 
was ftill mofe valuable, as (he had many other avo- 
cations, fuch as taking infinite pains with her chil- 
dren, and fulfilling the dutie^of her employment, 
w4»ich ftie does with the utmoft exaiftnefs : butone 
has no idea of what may be done, when one is not 
inclined to idlencf?, and when one does not lofe a 
moment from fome ufeful or agreeable work. Widi 
regard to her perfon, Ihe is beautiful as an Angel \ 
her mind is all purity and innocence; (he keeps 
good hours; fhe never intrigues ; Ihe drinks no tea 
nor coffee with cream, and therefore ihe will for a 
long time preferve her charming ftate of heath, her 
teauty, and her complexion. 

Adelaide and Throdorf already regret Languedoc. 
They have been to-day to walk in the Palais royal, 
and complain much of the croud snd the duft. 
They think it a fad thing for me to have only a 
little garden, which they can go round in ten mi- 
nutes, Mifs Bridget agrees perfeilly with them in 
their opinions, as the eating her meals alone in her 
chamber makes the refidingatParis-exttemely difa- 
greeablc to her. 

Monf. d'Almane has jufl received a letter from 
Monf. d'JimerJ, who tells him he means to remain 
in . till November, when he intends going 

to Ruffia, and will return to Paris next June. He 
will ftay here three months, and then conduct 
Charles to his Garrifon. Adieu, Madam ! Let me 
hear from you. You may Judge, by my eagemefa 
to write to you, the value I Qiall fet on your punc- 
tuality. 
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BilUtfrBin the Fifcateittefs U ike Baronifu 



ly dear friend ! if you have a moment to' 
fpare, come to mc. . . . pray come . . 1 am mife- 
rabk' . . . quite miferable .... The adventure of 
tic Garden is but too tiue ... She will be loft . . . 
Come, for Heaven's feke ; I muft abfolutely fpeak 
to you. 

Billttfrom Madame de Vaky tg Madame it GtrmueiL 

Our midnight walk is no longer a fecret . . . 
You may imagine the confequences ! What Ibold- 
ing, what fermons, 1 have been obliged to liften 
to ! ... 1 cannot come out : but do you go imme- 
diately to Madame de Gerville, and acquaint her 
with our difafter ; tell her they put the worft con- 
ftru^ion on that which was in reality nothing but 
giddinefs . . . She will manage the affair for us , , . 
Adieu, for I am afraid of being furprized. 



P 



LETTER LVill. 

The Baranefs to Medame d'OjIalis. 

1 Knonv not, my dear child, if the adventure of 
Madame de Foley is talked of at Fontainbleau, but 
the hSi is this. Lalt Monday, the loth of OdloUer, 
Madame de ralcjto\A h«r mother (he would fup at 
the Palais royal, and about half paft nine, fhe and 
the Countefs di Germueti fat out, and did not return 
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till half paft three in the morning. The next day 
(he told her mother (he had fupped (here, and that, 
at twelve o'clock they heard, from ihe rnom they 
were in, Tome delightful mufic j that Madainc <» 
GermutU would not let her reft, till flie confented 
to go down tothe garden, where they flaid about 
a quarter of an hour, and then they both returned 
home to Madame 4e Germueirs houfe, where they 
drank tea together, and undreRed themfelves ; and 
in fhort forgot the time till it was three o'clock. 
The next evening the Chevalier d'Hirbaln told 
Madame de Lirnoursy that it was reported her 
daughter had been feen, with Madame de Gtrmueily 

walking with M. dt Creny and M. de L from 

o:ie o'clock till three. Madame de Liinours would 
not believe it, but the next day one of the fer- 
vaiits, tt'ho attended Madame de Faky, being much 
prelTed by Madame de Liniaurs, confeffed that his 
Lady returned from the Palais rnyal at eleven 
o'clock ; that ihey went and undrefTed at Madame . 
de Germneii's, and then returned to the Pa/ai't 
royal, where they flaid three hours in the garden. 

This affair has been made public by Monf. B , 

who has been in love with Madame de Falcy thefe 
fix months i he alfo fupped at the Palais, royal, 
and pretends to have heard Madame de Va'.cy make 
the appointment with Monf. de Creny. Monf. de 

B went into the garden with two of his friends, 

and there faw the two Gentlemen, after waiting 
half an hour, joined by Madame de Vaky and Ma- 
dame di Girmueil, and walk with them till the hour 
I mentioned. 

Monf. de B , to revenge himfelf for the co- 
quetry of Madame de Falcy, and for the falfe hopes 
{be had given him, has been fo uncivil as to divulge 
this 
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jfilure, ar.d unfortunately with fuch crr- 
cuniftances as leavs no room to doubt the truth 
of it, Madame (/^ Fakcyha^ fuffcred the reproaches 
of her mother, and fees her giief wiih fo much 
coolnefs and indifference, that I have no hopes of 
her ever being cured of her imprudence.. What 
appears to me moft extraordinary is, that her father 
does not take notice of i t properly, but treats it as a 
childifh. folly i he has even quarrelled with Madame 
Jr Linmurs on the fubjeift. Unfortunate mother ! . . . 
How much 1 pity her .. - ■ She is now undeceived ;. 
file knows Iilt daughter but too well. She fees no 
profpedl of amendment ; Ihe is truly indefpair . . . 
If you Ihould hear of this affair, deny the truth of 
it J fay you are certain Mid-ime d( f^Mcy has nut fit 
her foot in the Palm's royal i that (be rLturncd the 
fame evening before twelve o'cbtic, • There i s no 
other means of defending a bad caufc ; for, if you 
admit the truth of one circumftance, you muftown 
the whole. Adieu, my dear child ! return to me 
as foon as you can. 

I open my letter to tell you, that Monf, Crevy 

andMonf. £ have fought this morning ; the 

laft is very well, and the firft has only a fmall fcratcli 
on the hand. If the due! did not end tragically, 
at leaft they give the fineft defcription of it ; and 
the Seconds declare they never fawfuch generoflty, 
prefence of mind, delicacy, i^c. in Ihorl, every 
tning but wounds and bloodflied ; and tlie two rivals, 
charmed with each other's bravery, embraced, 
and are now perfetaiy leconciled. But whatever 
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Inith there may be in this dcfcription, Madame de 
•yaley is more talked of than ever. 

Billet frem Madame de FaUy to Monf. de Crery. 

Think no more of coming to me ; that is im- 
poflible ; but, iln;e Madame dt Gervilh has fent to 
know how vnu do, you iiiay avail yourftif of ihar, 
and vifii her. Make friends of her, and oi my 
moiher-in-Uw, let ii cort you what it will : it is the 
on3y means hy which we caii fee each other as ufual, 
Praife and flatter Msdame de GerX'Ule upon her 
beauty, hrr youthful appearance, and talk to her 
iibout being at Court j play at ^inze wilhmy 
mother- in-law, and all will do well. I fay nothing 
of my attachment to you, you kiiow it but too well ; 
let me at leall have yours in return, to make me 
amends for the fucrilices 1 have made you, in ordcf 
to convince you of my affeflion, . -■ 
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Madame de Foley tc Madame de Germueil. 

XvEALLY,' my dear friend, you have not com- 
Qipn feiifc ; ym are in defpair j you can never conpiU 
yiurjelf far a conduH which nothing can cxcuj'e : ttie 
ilhtfim is iiani/'td, &c. &c. — ^Thefe are hue ex- ' 
preflions . . . What words, what a romantic ftyle .' 
and all this to fay you have a lover, and thit you 
do not feel for him that extreme tendernefs which 
only exifls in imagination ! You prefer him i yoti 
luvG 
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love him better than any cither. This is love ; not 
the kind of love wc admired fo much in CUvelavd 
or Zatdt't but fuch as it really is. Ah ! do yoa 
reckon as nothing the charms of being beloved, 
obeyed, and the pleafure of commanding ? You 
fliall always, you fay, be unhappy, becaufc you 
have an extreme delicacy and a fteady mind. 
^Vhat can t-hore be worfe ? you are never fatisBed, 
and you cannot deceive yourfelf. As forme, I bav« 
the happy talent of pleafing myfelf, at leaft for 
fomc time ; and, when one fancy is at an n»J, 
I repair the lofs by forming another j and riierefors 
you fee me, by turns, indifferent in love, a cn- 
i^uette ; and always what I appear to be ; bccaufe, 
when I undertake a part, I am in canieft about it j 
my inclinations yield to it, and it appears as if it 
were my real fentiments. This is all the artifice 
t make ufe of; I leave you to judge whether it b- 
cxcufable, fince, before I deceive others, I begin 
by deceiving myfelf. 

I agree with you, if one could dive into futurity, 
one never would encourage a lover. If one was 
but fenfible, that the pains and the emotions we 
experience before the fatal confeflion were the 
principal pleafures of love, and that the rnoment 
we deviate from the path of reitiiuJe, we find the 
fweet enchantment to be broken for ever, we fhould 
never wifli to be under fuch delufions. For my 
part, I was a thoufand times happier fix months 
ago than I am at this time. Prejudice and repen- 
tance out of the queftion. One moment's conver- 
falion, a word faid to mc unperceived, even a look, 
an accidental meeting in ihe ftreet, or at the Opera, 
were Jnchanting"? The habit and certainty of be- 
ing beloved had tnade me infinitely lefs fenfible to 
tbefe 
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theCe little incidents ; 1 have nolhirg now to look 
forward to ; every thing is fettled ; my heart is at 
reft, and I honeftly ronfefs to you vanity engages 
oie much more tliau love I — Vanity ! — Yes ! it is 
that alone which determines the deftiny of a wo- 
man. If it had not been for a little rivaifliipon the 
moft trifling matter imaginable, I ftiould never have 
had a iover, or at leaft 1 IlioulU have made another 
choice; an Aflembly determined my fate. Madame 
de ■ danced better tban I, but my beauty was 

more admired than her's ^ this celebrated evening 
made us enemies: you know the triumph 1 have 
fince ganied over her. She laments the lover 1 
have rubbed her of, and 1 regret tbe tranquillity I 
have loft. See what an cffcdl a dance has had over 
r<6r/f perfons ! But if vanity kads us aitray, let it at 
leaft aSurd us confolation. Let us not look forward 
to futurity ; the profpciS is too uncertain to be 
alarming ! To be admired, to be in the falbion, to 
be fuccefsful in our purfuits, and to amufe ourfetves, 
will keep us frt m ri;innire and from melancholy 
ideas. You afk iriy advic*', my dear friend, and I 
recommend it to yr.u to lejiounce the ftlly of keep- 
ing a fscret which already is known in ttie Polite 
World: to own it publicly w^iuld be indecent } but 
to acknowledge it to liime particular friends, on 
■whom you could depend, would be one ol the beft 
means to attach ihcm to you, and to intercfl them 
in your fortune. You appear to me to regret ir.of^ 
dreadfully what you call your fcrmer chaTaHtei j 
they could nevtr, yvu fay, accufe you.of having a 
lover: this is true; and, lupptjfing you to be ihitiy 
years old, I (hould think your concern well ground- 
ed. But in flic'i it was noi, that your charai5ler was 
perfefily cflabbihed; only, that you had not j-e/ got 
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a lover : however, they may ftill quote yoii as an 
example of having but one i and though this glory 
is not fo great as the other, yet il is almoft as (in- 
gular, and indeed I am not much furprized at it; 
for a (i[H lover Is almofl a hufhand ; and fuch arc 
frequently engaged fo young, that It Is iefs owing 
to the choice of one's heart, than to vanity and 
giddinefs : and how is that likely to lall > .. . Adieu ! 
return from the coiintrv ; I muft fee yoa and talk 
with you. Your letter, your complaints, your dif- 
ficulties, all give me pain, in fpite of myfelf, and 
put me out of humour. It juft now occurs to me, 
that i am to fup this evening with a Lady, who 
loves her hufband, who has never had a lover, 
who is yet beautiful, though Ihe is more than thirty 
years old ; you know whocn I mean ; in truth, 
in the humour I am, her prefence will difguft me 
more than ever. A propos of women of unbleml/hed 
charadcr : I have much to fay In praife of Madame 
d'Oflalis. She has defended me with great wanntli 
ill the world, as you have heard. Since that, Cie 
has taken great pains to reconcile mc and mv mother, 
and even now (he is doing very kind things for me j 
the particulars of which I will tell you when I fee 
yiiu. Indeed I reproach myfelf greatly for the 
diflikelhad taken toher. Adieu I return quickly ; 
you are more neceflary to me than ever. I fliall 
cxped you on Monday to fuppcr. 
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TT^e Barontfi to Madame de Falmonl. 

■1 OU defired to know, Madam, what cffeift an 
evening ball would have upon Adtlaidt^ and I can 
now facisfy your curiolity. I carried htr and her 
brother to a ball latt night, for the firft lime. Yim 
know they have had a dancing-mafter for thefc fix 
months paft ; and that ihey arc as able lo acfjuit 
^emfelves properly as any other young perfons of 
their own age, and themoreeafily, as they have been 
BGCuftomeJ early to run and jump with the greateft 
dexterity : Adelaide^ prepofTelfed by the little Co- 
medy of the Doi't, ■ had no great dttllre to go to 
a ball i and her cap, and high-dreffed head, and 
gown ornamented with flowers, iJe. iac. appeiired 
■to her as an attire ill calculated for dancing. When 
&e was dreffcd, I led her into the Saloon, where 
we found Madame d'O/ialit, and f'lme other friends, 
who had dined with U3. Every body prnifed her 
drefs, but did not fay a word of her perfon ! and 
Madame d'Ojiatis faid, ^dilatde is very well drelfed ; 



> you 



not think (he look^ a thoufand t 



better in the white frock, (he wears every day, than 
in this fine coat ? Every one was of her opinion, 
and agreed that an elegant neatnefs was alv,ays 
the moli pleafmg ! This converfation made Adilaidi 
Itiil more difpleafed with her drefs. She compUin- 
cd that the wires, which fattened on the feitoons 
of flowers, fcratched her arms ; that (he could not 
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tfidveinhcrhoop J arid that the weight of her head- 
drtfs gave her an intolerable pain in the head. In 
the midft of thcfe complaints, the dock ftruck five, 
and we fet out. As we were crofling the anti- 
chamber, Brunei flopped us a moment, becaufe he 
wanted to fee Adelaide in her new drefs ; but he had 
fcarcely caft his eyes on her, than he burft into a 
loud laugh. Adelaide, a little difconcerted, alked 
him the t-eafiin of this incivility > Excufe me, Ma- 
dam, faid he ; but the rouge and thedrcfs altogether 
make Madcmoifslle look fo droll ... At thcfe words 
he laughed again ; and we continued our way^ 
vexed enough at the impertinent gaiety of Brunei, 
and got into the coach in a very liiJifterent humour 
to go to a ball. We were I'carce arrived at the 
jilace,j and Adelaide feated in her pUce, but fhe 
begged me to take a fly off, which had fettled on her 
cheek : you mull bear with It, faid I, or you will 
rub off the rouge, and make your face all in ftreaks : 
AdeUiide com^\Mnedt much of the rouge, and, not 
■ l>eing able lo bear the tickling of the fiy, ftie put her 
hand acrofs her cheek two or three times, and by 
that means painted her nofe and eyes. I made her 
oblerve herfelf in a looking-glafs, aiid (he was not 
very well fitisfied with her appearance: however, 
flie behaved very Well. I do not think, faid flie, 
that any dancer will like fuch a figure for liis partner. 
Well, fnid r, if you do not dance, we may talk. 
For inftarice, what do you think, of chat little girl 
who dance with -r/jWi;^ ? Oh, I have been look- 
ing at her iV.ia long ti:nc. Well, what do you 

think of ber ? I thin'is, Mamma, Ihe appears as if 
(he was mad ; pray Irjnk at her ; when they ftard 
ftill, how Ihe is agiti.tcd i with what a fainiliar air 
flie talks to all the joung men ! What faces flie 
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makes, her head turns round lilce a wearher-coclc, 
^h, now She dances ! My God, how (he jumps 
and turns about ! This is very droll, but it is very 
Ugly, is it not, Mamma ? — Yes, (he pretends to be 

'extremely light and nimble, but (he appears quite 
ignorant that, above all, (he ought to be genteel 
ind modefl : bcfides, one may furely dunce very 
Jightly, and much more gracefully, without twifting 

.one's feir about, or jumping fo ridicuIouHy .... 
IBut, Mamma, i fee this manner of dancing is quite 
.^e fafliion ; do you fee thofe two young Ladies, 
one in the rofc-coloured (ilk, the other in white. 
They do the fame thing .... Yef, I fee it is the 
reigning fiidiion, and it is natural it Ihould be fn ; 
what is bcft is generally uncommon. The number 
of fenlible people, and thofe who have a good taftc 

JS fmall, and this makes a perfon of this clafs fo 
much admired; for, if wit, virtue, and kiiow- 

iledge, united with the graces, were more frequent 
ftan they are, he would iind infinitely more 
pleafure in fociety : but being loft in the croud, 
jie has but little opportunity of acquiring eftcem 
far of meeting vuilh admiration— Yes, I under- 
l^and you, Mamma ; geod things are ahvayifcarce : 
and this is the reafon why there are fo n-any 
toquettes, lazy, idle, ignorant people, and little 
Igirls who are fo giddy-brained, and who make 
liich a whirling and capering about in order to 
appear nimble. One niuft be very abfurd, how- 
ever, to place one's felf in fuch a cir>ud as thi?, 
inftead of chufing the fleafrng few which are fo 
agreeable; where one Ihall be diftinguifhed, ad- 
mired ! . . . jfde/aide was in the midft of this con- 
verfation, when a young mail c»me to alk her to 
dance, She quitted a di^courfe which amufed her ; 
flic was fenfible that her drefs (lid not make her ap- 
pear 
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pear to advantage ; befides, not being ufed to fuch 
a habit, flie was much diftrefied, and did not 
<lance well ; fo that fbe faw that people criticized 
her, and that nobody took notice of her beauty ; 
and flie foon returned to her feat, fully refolved not 
to dance any more. From time to time, there 
pafled btfore us large baflcets full of ref reft men ts, 
and tartlets, which tempted Adelaide very much. 
Accuftomed only to eat fruit or bread at her fup- 
per, (he did not attempt to take any thing : but 
i perceived the baflcets drew fighs from her, and 
that flie looked very earneflly at them. Adelaide, 
fa id I, you are not now fuch a child; you are now 
deven years old, you may eat if you arc hungry, 
and of what you like befl, provided it is not too 
much ; and I leave chat to your 1 wn difcretion *. 
Adelaide look advantage of this pemiiffion with great 
joy ; and every time I faw the bafkets pafs by, I 
turned my head another way, and talked to my 
friends. Adelaide, thinking 1 did not cbferve her 
in the leaft, cat all the tartlets they brought her. 
I was going to leave the ball, when Theedsre came 
up to me in great concern, to tell me " he had had 
" the misfortune to break a looking-glafs, as he 
" was playing by himfelf in an ailjyining room ; 
" and intreatcd me lo go and tell the miftrefs of 
" the houfe, that no one fliould be accufed wiong- 
« fully." 

Ual 1IJJ-- The Author hete »g»io fnrgeti ht' own principlej, 

and givci het diughlii ■ JclTon of tintruih. We hate ihcirTcre 

omiited ihUrcatcncei and indcfd il fceini Dnnccellary ; for t,s 
Ih* child U Uft lo her o»n difcretion, (lie nay infct ihat the 
Ihall not be nitdied. 

Nole of the TaAHsLATom. 
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You will guefs the plcafure this delicacy and can- 
dour gave my. I embraceil Thiodire, and acqusiiit- 
tng the miftrefs of the accident, 1 then took him and 
tlis fifter, and we came away. Adelaide was filent 
and melancholy ; I afked her the reafor of it ; fhe 
-told me file had a pain in her head. It \^, fays T, 
Iwcaufe you have t-jrfeited yourfelt^Mc, mamma ? 
—Yes ; you have eat ten taniets, fix bifcuits, and 
taken two glnfles of ice cream, therefore it is not ,iC 
iky furprifing that you fliould be fick-— I did nf>t 
tiiink I had eat fo much — nor that you had been fo 
(wrrowly obfervcd '. This will teach you two things: 
'firfl, that temperance is a virtue as ufeful as it is 
cftimable; and fecondly, that nothing can prevent 
my attention to you ; and that, when 1 feem not lo 
regard you, I fee every thing you do. Befidts, 
'jSdelaide, when one is generous, you fhould never 
^bufe the confiilence repofed in you . . . O ! mam- 
iffia, I fee my fault, and will take care to mend it. 
■ — I hope fo ; but, my dear child, is it ncccRary you 
'Ibould learn by fo fad an experience, what you 
■might be as perfedlly convinced of, if you pay a 
[proper regard to what I fay to you ? . . . . Oh, 
toiamma, 1 bs-lieve every thing you lay to me .... 
•"Why then tW you not prove it on this occaiion ? 
^For iniiance, (putting the tartlets oot of the quef- 
-tion) your drefs at the ball ? I advifcd you to one 
much plainer. My little Comedy of the Do'm I 
tiiought had given )'ou an aveifion for a drefs fo 
'ornamented; and yet, when you (aw at Mademoi- 
'.felle Huiert's, a robe trimmed with flowers, you 
defired lo have fach a one. You fee the fuccefs it 
procured you, and alfo the enormous quantity of 
Touge which you put on . . . Oh, it is enough ! I will 
never again have a robe trimmed with flowers, nor 
ever will put on any more rouge . . . Do not go to 
extremes 
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extremes in any thing ; it is right to follow the h- 
{hioa; but always with moderation. I wilh you 
to have a projier tafte : to prefer in general a mo- 
deft fimpiicity, with elegance and conveineiice, to 
a Gliding dteft, overloaded with ornaments. As I 
finiflied thefe words, the coach flopped. Poor 
^iielmd£, fcarcc able to fupport herfelf, got out 
v/ith great difficulty, and, as Toon as (he got to her 
chamber, ihc was ill, and vomited very much j 
and had not even the confolation of finding any of 
ihofe who furrounded her pitied her; on the con- 
trary, {he heard every body faying they were fur- 
prifed at her intemperance, and tefiified a great dif- 
like for the kind of illjiefs (he fuftered. And, in 
ihort, the wordfurfeile^ was pronounced with great 
contempt by every body but me, who was iilent, 
and who carefully nurfed ^er with pity and concern. 
She was very grateful to me for this kindnefs, and 
Oiewed a true refventiince for her fault, declaring 
ihe would never have a fiirfeit again of her own 

All thefe things have made me fcnfible of one 
thing, which proves the advantage of our method 
of educution : it is ttiis, that the be(> chiU in the 
world will not be able to fupport hcrfelt under a 
trial quite new. For example, you have feen 
Adelaide in a room filled with fweetmeats and fugar- 
plums, and, thinking herfelf alone, and yet Ihe has 
not attempted to touch them ; becaule (he had 
given her promife not to eat any. You know alfo 
how necellary it was to punifh her aud put her to 
trials, in order to bring her to liiis degree of pro- 
bity at which (he is arrived: but, as hitherto (he 
was only temperate through obedience and a prin- 
ciple of honour, fo, as foon as (lie was left to her- 
felf, (he forgot all the praifes (he had heard of this 
quality, 
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quality, and flie eat to excefs. If one Ihould for- 
get convcrfations on ihefe fubjedV', one always re- 
members fa£b, efpccially when they are accompa- 
nied by fuch difagreeable circumftances, It is 
therefore indifpenfably neccffary to inftruil children 
on al! thefe points, not only by lefTons, but by ex- 
perience. I do not mean to exclude reafoiiing, but 
I repeat it, ihey will learn more by experiments. To 
relurn to Adelaide, Ihe had ftill a pain in her head 
this morning, and found herfelf much fatigued. 
Madam d'O/iaVn has preached a good deal to her, 
at laft Ihe added : You fee I have a frefh colour, 
and have very good teeth ; Madame de Germaeil 
does not appear handfome to you, becaufe (he has 
not thefe advantages; and yet (he is younger than 
I am by two years. — But ihe never had your com- 
plexion or your teeth ! . . . Pardon me ; when flie 
married, ftie had a beautiful complexion; but (he 
was a glutton ; fhe eat numbers of tarlUts, and 
often had indigejlkns, and now you fee what a 
pimpledfacclhehas. ^t/^/Wo'f appeared much ftruck 
with this difcourfe, and two days rigid abftlnence 
will enable her to make ftill better refleiSions than 
ihe has yet done on the fubjeiil. Adieu, Madam ? 
You fee how punitually I obey you ; it is neccflary 
I Ihould depend on your friendlhip, as well as your 
partiality to Adelaide, when I venture to talk to you 
fo much about her. 
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The Baroi./s U Madami d'OJialh. 

1 Can earily conceive, my dear child, that you 
are vexed at being obliged to ftay two days longer 
at VcrfaiUes, only on difagreeable affairs : but your 
hufhand is abfem, and you muft take care or his 
intcreft-. Befidef, do you remember the excellent 
advice of Madame de Lambert ? " 

" Whilil you are young, form your character} 
" eftablifli your reputation; fettle your affairs; 
" when you arc older, you will find more difficulty 
" in doing it. In youth, every tiling affifts you, 
" everything offers itfelf to you; young people 
" rule without knowing it. At a mere advanced 
" 3ge, you meet with no help; you arc no longer 
" poflefled of that feducing charm which diiFufes 
" itfelf over every thing. You have nothing left 
•< you but reafon and truth, which do not often 
*' govern mankind." 

I fpent a delightful evening laft night with Ma- 
dame de Litncurs. The Ambail'ador from — 

whom I did not know, was there, and as Toon as he 
came in, afked if you were returned from Ver. 
failles. Yuu became the fubjeft of general con- 
verfation ; every one praifed your condu9, your 
talents, your perfon, your mildnels, and that na- 
tural and lively chearfulriefs, which fo well becomes 
you, and mufces you fo amiable. Ch ! how pleaf- 
ing to the heart, and how flattering to one's vanity, 
ib it to hear it faid it is to jou fhe owes thefe prin- 

■ Advite 9i a Mattier to her DB«ehier, 

ciples, 
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ciples, thofe virtue?, and this charai^er. One is 
not obliged to conceal tliis kind of pride j on the 
conttary, one may avow it, and even boa II openly, 
that one Is fufceplible of it. Of all the compli- 
ments paid you, none have fluttered me fo much as 
thofe of the AaibaiTador . . . becanfe he did not 
know me, and wiis inlenfiblc of the interefl I took 
^ ^ the converfation. 

5, Yes, my dear child! I with great pleafure fee 
I'^e tinie arriving, when we fh^ return lo Laii- 
iTguedoc. What can I rejret ai Paiis, fiiice this 
li Sime I take you with me7 I think, that we&all 

I BOt go directly to B , our inteniion is to pafs 

I s month in Brecagne. I will tell you the reafon; 
f.it is along Hiflory, and will furely intcreft you. 
I ^dJeu I my dear child; 1 expei^ you on Saturday. 



LETTER LXII. '^^fl 

mi Maiami dt yaky to Movf. de Creny. 

f- ± OU defire me to explain myfeif. Tmfee plainly 
'Jam difontenUd. In vain yoti fiei U find out thi 
^ Tiefen. Since you are neitlier delicate nor pene- 
trating enough to divine it, I will tell it you. You 
Jove me, I have no doubt of it : but it is in a man- 
ner I do not approve. Incapable of feigning, de- 
lefting art and conftraint, I have ndiher been able 
to difguife nor conceal the fentiments i had tr.r you ; 
nobody is ignorant of ii. You ought st kail to 
juitify by your condu£l the preference you have 
obuined from mc, but you take adireiSly contrary 
nicrhod. 
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method. When we are aione, yoit fpcak to me <rf 
your paffion, of the excefs of your love, which 
forms aconvetfation wiih little variety, and wliich 
at the end of a twelvemonih might weary themofl 
fond woman : fure of pofl'elTing your heart, all thefe 
proteftations are iifelefs i the repetition tires one; 
the very idea makes one nidancholy. When you 
talk of your happinefs, ir is with fo ferious z tonC) 
that really by your appearance and manner of fpeak- 
ing, one would think you were in defpair. For 
Heaven's f^ike, let mc have a little variety, for I 
cannot bear this any longer. On the other hand, 
when we are in company together, you give your- 
feif airs of an eafy indilFerence, which arc ftiU 
more infupportable to me; and you fcarcely look 
at me ; then every thing employs you, every thing 
fJeafes )ou, except me. In general converfacions, 
love, according to your opinion, is oniy tnugina< 
tion and folly : you fpcalt of it with a degree of 
raillery, which would mate one fuppofe, you iid 
jiot believe there was futh a fentimcnt j^and you cafi 
this ridiculous affeflatioii, prudence, and difcrction : 
for my part, I cannot bear it. It is known thai I 
love you ; and people are perfuaded, from your dif- 
courfes, that 1 have only yielded to an imaginary 
paffion J fo you deprive me of the only excufc I 
could make, that of a mutual and ardent attach- 
ment. 1 declare to you, I cannot fupport this opi- 
nion; my heart, and itiy pride, are both equally 
wounded ; I would have every body fee, that you 
love me and prefer me to all others: at the fame 
time, 1 forbid you ever (hewing the fmalleft degree 
of freedom with me, or any of thofe little attenti- 
ons, which belong ■ ^ to gallantry, and which I 
difdain being theobjcU of. To be attentive, with 
referve 
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referve and refpetSt is to be your part in public j 
when we are alone, yoit may be trifling, inconli- 
dcrate. and if you pleafe, a little more chearful ; 
it will not alarm me, and I fliall like it much better. 
Adieu. I have told you my fentiments, and dil- 
pofition: after this, you fee, you muil follow my 
advice exa31y, if you mean to preferve me yours. 



LETTER LXIir. 
Madamt d'Jiinant h Madaint at ValmonU 
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It IB true, Madam, that we are determined to 
go into Bretagne before we return to Languedoc : 
>nd what \a» determined us, is the delire of feeing 
two perfons as extraordinary as they are interelVing \ 
they are Monf. and Madame it Lagaraye*. This 
it their hiftory : Monf, le Marquis de Lagaraye was 
thought to be the happied man in Bretagne: be- 
loved by an amiible wife; conlidered in the pro- 
vince where he lived as a man of the greateli per- 
r fonal merit, birth, and fortun-, he colFeirled togc- 
■ iher at his houfe all the refpedVable families in the 
I neighbourhood: there they aifted plays, gave balls j 
and every day brought with it a new entertainment. 
Madame de Lagarayt joined in the fame tafte, and 
partook of the fame amufements with her hufband; 
and both of them thought th.*ir happinefs unalier- 



• Thit ftory ii « ctrtaln fa£l. 
flom a perron who had the g-i- 
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able ; when in the midft of gaiety, at one of their 
entertainments, the fudJen and extraordinary death 
of their only daughter * produced in their minds a 
change as fudden, as it was unexpected. A diililce 
to company, a detachment from the trifling amufe- 
ments they had been ufed to, made him turn his 
thoughts to the fublime principles of religion, and 
at the fame time gave rife to a defign, which was 
never before thought of. Monf. de Lagarayt com- 
municated his intentions to his wife, and nothing 
prevented their putting them into execution. They 
went to Montpellier, and ftaid there two years, 
employing themfelves in every thing relating to 
Phyfic and Surgery. They went through favcral 
courfes of Chymiiiryti Anatomy, &c. learning to 
bleed, and drefs wounds; and, uniting to this ftudy 
all the application ncceflary to efFeiSt the purpofe, 
which their charitable motives and cnthufiafm led 
them to; they both made an aftonilhing progrefs in 
the profeflion. During this time, they had given 
orders for their CafHe at Lagaraye to be transform- 
ed into an Hofpital, containing two wings, one for 
men and the other for women. And that beautiful 
abode which once was the habitation of joy, plea- 
fures, and magnificence, is now become aTcmple 
facred to Religion and Humanity. As foon as 
Monf. and Madame de Lagaraye left Montpellier, 
and arrived at their own Callle, Monf. de Lagaraye, 

* All thcie drcumllaiices arc true, except that the peifon, 
wbn thoi died liiddcoly, was ihe relation only, not the dsughter 
of Moa{. dt Laramy, who never had any children. 

t Monf. it Lrgarayi haievEiyiublLnied fame taluable Wotti 
eo ChymiUry, and made mjUvTurefiil dircoteiiei. Ic wai he 
who difoneied the propertir^ M £»e tiis name to the Salii •/ 
Lagtrayi: im proper 1/ indeed C|uP Salisj for it ii only a dry 
escrafi of the Finviai Bati. 

being 
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being then forty-five years of age, put himfelf at 
the head of the hofpital for men, and devoted his 
life and fortune to the fervice of thofe poor, to 
whom his houfc is dedicated, Madame dt Lagamyt 
ten years younger than her hufband, impofes on 
hcrfelf the lame duties in the pact of the houfe be- 
longing to women. Still young and beautiful, fl)e 
leaves with delight the gay apparel ef vanity, and 
takes the humble and modeft vefture of 3 nun, 
wbofebufinefs it is to take care of the iJck. This 
dVabli(hmenc, this example of every virtue, be- 
yond what has ever been fecn worthy of admiration, 
is ftill fubfiding, and has fubfifted for thefe ten 
years ; this,. Madame, is what we ace going to fee. 
Adelaide and Thtodore will take the firft Commu- 
nion in fix months; and I cannot better prepare 
them for it, than in letting_^them lake a journey to 
Lagaraye. It is fo charming to behold Virtue in 
its true light ! the refpe^t paid to it is the firfl (tep 
towards acquiring it. Madame ^OJfalh goes with 
us toBretagne, and returns with us to Languedoc, 
for three months, therefore I Ihall only leave Ma- 
dame de Limaurs behimJ me to regret. 

You alk me for Ibme account of the amiable 

child, who is one day lo be my daughter-in-law, if 

her heart does not make any objeflion to it. She 

is indeed charming both in perfon and mind, Theo- 

dere finds her very gentle and very beautiful, and 

jfdelaide \owe% her paflionatcly; Conflantia has not 

the genius of Adtlaide^ but fbe is fenfible, prudent; 

mild, and obliging. Madame(^?Z,(7nrori has brought 

' her up very well, and has given her csccllentprin- 

T'4p^es. This child, notwithOanJing, has an ex- 

Ijkcme fenfrbility, and a difpotition to melancholy, 

grbich in the lequel, if not guarded agaiiift, may 

make 
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make her very unhappy. Adieu, Madam. We 
go to-morrow to Languedoc, where we fhall ftay 
three weeks ; we ihall then return fo^ome days to 
Paris; therefore in about fix weeks I hope for the 
happinefs of feeing you again; and I flatter myfelf 
you have no doubt of the impatience, with which 
I wait for the moment, which is again to unite us. 



End of the firft Folume. 



